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Salem Scoop 
     NOTES  FROM  NORM 
 

18 Live in this way, knowing that you were not liberated by perishable things like silver or gold from the empty lifestyle you inherited from your ancestors. 
19 Instead, you were liberated by the precious blood of Christ, like that of a flawless, spotless lamb… 23 Do this because you have been given new birth—not from the 

type of seed that decays but from seed that doesn’t.    (1 Peter 1:18-19, 23) 

 

Everything is Easter.  That’s what I’ve discovered since that faithful dawn watch a few weeks ago.  For on that 

morning, our two little ones intoned a new chorus that has carried them through the days which followed.  Winding our 

way through the Great Smoky Mountains and fighting sleep, voices would erupt from the back seat “He Lives, He lives, 

Christ Jesus lives today!  He walks with me and talks with me….”  As an unresponsive ladybug, captive for days, man-

ages to tuck a wing back in her shell, our daughter would proclaim “He’s alive.  He’s alive.  He’s been raised.”  A play-

ful toddler gently snatches a plastic egg from the couch, yanks it open and declares “The tomb is empty. Christ is 

Risen!”  When we return to the scene of a box turtle with a crushed leg left by the roadside (presumably to die) only to 

discover he’s not there, a joyful shout erupts again.  “He’s alive!”…followed by an Easter chorus.  In a few short days 

of Spring Break vacation, life had changed and everything is Easter – at least for a 2 year-old and 6 year-old.  Before 

long, even their dad was convinced.   

The words of the apostle in 1 Peter are offered to uplift, encourage, and instruct believers on what life looks like 

in light of the resurrection.  Not only has Jesus been raised, we have been raised.  Now that we live again, we are tasked 

to live again - loving each other deeply and earnestly.  In a world where you are the minority and oddity, live Easter.  As 

Andy Dufrense would say, “Get busy living, or get busy dying.” 

Trying to get out the door, my wife told the kids “we’ve got to get to the church early to celebrate Jesus because 

Jesus is not dead.  He is Risen.”  To which Naaman responded, “Is Jesus gonna be there?”   

What do you think?  We’re always hoping folks will find their way to our doors.  But, is Jesus gonna be there?  

Peter suggests there is one way to find out.  “Live in this way, knowing that you were not liberated by perishable things 

like silver or gold from the empty lifestyle you inherited from your ancestors.  Instead, you were liberated by the pre-

cious blood of Christ, like that of a flawless, spotless lamb.”   

 As we ourselves wrestle with living on the other side of Easter, I challenge our entire congregation to examine 

that question more deeply this month.  “Is Jesus gonna be there?”  On May 21 at 5pm, you are invited to join us for a 

powerful film and discussion in the fellowship hall – When God Left the Building?  You can find a trailer of the film 

and more info at wwv.group.com/whengodleftthebuilding/ .  Make plans to be part of an eye-opening experience and 

perhaps a turning point for our congregation.  When we begin to live as if we are liberated by the precious blood of 

Christ, the answer is simple.  Yes.  Yes He is! 

       Everything is Easter, 

     Pastor Norm 

Don’t miss this! 

 

May 21 @ 5pm,  
Fellowship Hall 

 

Join us for the moving documentary “When God Left the 

Building”.  A lite meal will follow with conversations around 

the table and an open dialogue.  Open to all ages (youth to 

adult).  Childcare will be available. 

https://wwv.group.com/whengodleftthebuilding/


 

   UMW meet first Thursday of each month, 7pm.  

 UMW Hosts for May 

 Cora Ora–  home of Jane Stroup 

 Mary Alice– home of Sherry Senter 

 Sadie Rosemary–  by Sue Bunch in the fellowship hall. 

 Lois Velna– Meets Third Tuesday each month in the fellowship hall at 10 am  

Weekly/Monthly  Happenings at Salem 

    Deeper  WaterBible Study    
Meets Wed. at 10 :30am in youth 
room.   All are welcome! 

The Remnant 

This Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 6 

pm in the Parlor.   

Everyone is welcome.  

Prayer Shawls are tangible reminders of God's love, comfort, and peace, and 

can be given for many reasons.  

The group meets Monday from 10 - 11:30am  All are welcome.  
If you know who needs a shawl contact Bonnie Bender or Margaret Carswell 

 

Grades 6th-12th 

Sundays 5-7 pm 

Christ Bread 
A monthly program for all retirees and older adults to 

fellowship and nurture body, mind, and soul.  New 

topics and guests are offered each month.   

MAY 23, 11AM-  in FH 

Burke United Christian Ministries  

Join us the 1st Tuesday of each month at 3:30pm as 

we serve the evening meal at BUCM.  BUCM is an 

ecumenical ministry serving the needs of our 

neighbors in crisis or who require assistance. 

  (305 West Union St.)  www.bucm.net 

http://www.bucm.net


New Opportunites to Serve! 
 

-Intercessory Prayer - If you’d like to receive prayer or to join in lifting prayers, an intercessory prayer team now 

meets Mondays @ 6:30pm in the Ed. Building.   
 

- Greeter/Usher - If you have a gift for hospitality we’d love for you to share it monthly as a greeter for 9am worship 

please contact Eric Bowman to serve. 828-433-6567 
 

-Visitation Team - Every 1st Tuesday of the month @ 10am!  We welcome all who can to join us in the FH for a brief 

devotion before we divide into teams and depart to pray and visit our shut-ins.  We plan to finish by noon and can go 

out for lunch. 
 

-Drive-Thru Prayer – May 18 (Thurs.)  4:30-6pm.  Loving servant leaders needed to hold signs, welcome cars by the 

roadside, listen, read a scripture, or pray with those who pull in our parking lot.    

FINANCIAL  PEACE 
 

One of the most life-changing studies you will ever 

experience is coming to Salem!  No one should miss 

a free intro session May 7 @ 3:30pm.    

* The average family completing the course pays off 

$5,300 and saves$2,700 in just 90 days. 

* If you’re struggling to make ends meet OR you’re a 

millionaire, FPU is for you. 

* FPU is based on more than 800 verses of Scripture 

and is a proven plan that will work for you.  

When:  Sunday, May 7 @ 3:30pm 
Where: Salem UMC Fellowship Hall  

Contact:  Zachary, 828-879-8894  

A FREE MEAL  

4 All! 

 

May 20, 5-7pm 
 

Sponsored by UMM to care for all who hunger 

Menu: Breakfast (Pancakes/Bacon) 

 

 

 
 

NC Flood Relief Mission Team Servants NEEDED!  
 

Join other Burke UM's July 17-21 to help with flood relief 
in Windsor, NC.  We will work to return homes to usability.   
Housing will be at Windsor UMC which has a kitchen and 
shower.  Cooks and willing laborers needed.  
 Contact Ed Rutenkroger (252-799-7499) for info.  Deadline is 
May 17.  Transportation and meal expenses will be shared.  Heartfelt Thanks 

-Jodi Brown for her beautiful Easter 

canvas art for the altar. 
 

-Melissa Causby & Kay Pollard for 

their hard work on a new directory. 
       ~ 

      I would like to thank all those who 

sent sympathy cards and  messages of 

support and care during the passing of 

my mother, Anna B. Clark.        

        Sincerely,  Cary Clark 



VBS 2017 - July 30-Aug 2 

Maker Fun Factory is coming to Salem UMC. Mark your calen-

dar July 30-Aug 2 for an exciting adventure through Vacation Bible 

School as we celebrate being created by God and built for a special 

purpose.  Our first planning meeting will be Monday May 22, 7pm 

in the Youth Room.  We will need your help to make it happen so 

start thinking with us about who you can invite and how you can 

help serve during this busy and fun filled week.   

Mom’s 
Time 
            
     All moms need a break from time to 

time.  Moms of little ones come join us 

for coffee and fellowship, Friday, May 

5th @ 8:30am.   (Childcare provided).  

Baseball Night w/ Morganton Venom 
Youth bring a friend and join us for a night of baseball.  

Come cheer on the Venom as they take on the Catawba 

Valley Stars (7 pm at Freedom HS). 

Meet at church, 6:30 pm.  Cost $5 
 

Sign up with  

Kathryn by May 21 

Family / Kids Movie Night 
 

Join us for pizza, popcorn and “Moana”! 

Friday, May 26 
 6pm 

  Summer is right around the corner, and we know you 

are just as excited as we are!   

Check out these SUMMER FUN events for Salem Kids! 

Please make plans to join us and sign up.   

 

 
~June 11 (3 pm )- Messy Games– get ready to get messy.  Bring a towel and a change of    

         clothes because we will play all kinds of games that will get messy.  Also bring a plain  

         t-shirt to tye-dye.  (Sign up with Kathryn by June 4) 

 

~July 11– South Mountain Hike and Picnic– Meet at the church at 9 am to carpool to 

 South Mtn State park for hiking, exploring, a program and a picnic.  (Sign up 

 by July 2) 

~July 28– Kids Movie Night– 6 pm 

~August 7– Hickory Splash Park. Meet at church at 9 am as we carpool over to the 

 Kiwanis Splash park in Hickory for lots of cool fun in the sun!  Pack a picnic 

 lunch and bring a friend!  (Sign up with Kathryn by August 2) 

 



CHURCH STAFF 

Norm Jones, Jr.—Pastor  (rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu) 

Virginia Robinson, Dir. of Music  (robinsonva62@gmail.com) 

Sue Bunch, Pianist  (s_bunch@att.net) 

Tammy Severt, Admin. Asst.  (salemumchurch@ymail.com) 

Kathryn Jones– Children & Youth  (kbjones549@gmail.com) 
 

Church Office: 

1206  Salem Road / Morganton, NC  28655 

www.sumcm.org 

828-433-6600 

Dear Lord, hear our prayers…. 
 

Servant Leaders for  
 
Acolytes:  TBA 

 

Usher Captains: 

7   Dylan Carswell 

14 -  Dobie Kelly 

21-  Bruce Pollard 

28- Tim Keller 

Reader for 11 am 
7– Gordon Ronk 

14-Kacey Hensley 

21-Rita Bowman 

28-Tom Ayers 

Nursery 

7- 10 am– Rita & Eric Bowman 

     11 am– Nikki Carswell & Dian Goodnight 

14- 10 am—Margaret Duckworth &  

 Angie Williams 

      11 am– Kathryn Jones & Tim Hampton 

21- 10 am—Joann Byrd & Kay Duckworth  

       11 am  Rick & Sherry Senter  

28- 10 am—Liz Smith & Courtney Hampton 

       11 am– Tim & Holly Keller 

1 Cary Clark 

3 Charlie Bender 

5 Chelsea Greene, Anna Bradley 

7 Courtney Gross Hampton, Avalon Smith 

10 Charles Garrison, Nell Causby, Tim Keller 

11 Lonna Wilson, Dian Goodnight 

12 Joe Causby 

15 Hannah McCurry, Betty Jean Kincaid 

17 Eric Woody, Tori Cole 

18 Emily Williams 

22 Ben Harbour, Lisa Propst, Joe Woody, 

David Bradley, Lisa Moir 

23 Annie Hensley 

25 Caleb Greene 

26 Nona Ann Faris, Dillon Hart 

27         Barbara Lowe,  

 

Prayers & Concerns: Millie Avery, Dylan Bollinger, Dakota 

& Kristen Campbell,  Kathryn Duckworth, Phillip Gregory,  

Pam Keller,  Hope Kelley, Don Lovelace,  Mark McGhinnis, 

Sarah Morrow, Nicole Nelson,  Gertrude Race, Joe Roper, 

Sherrie Rose, Modean Smith,  Ann Thompson, Virginia 

Thompson , Mitchell Williams, Lynda Woody 

Homebound:   

Marie Causby, Johnny Hoke,  Mary Wilson 

Mildred Mull 

Nursing Home Residents:   

~Grace Heights–  Betty Gibbs, Mabel Hoke 

~Autumn Care– Joe Carver 

~College Pines– Elsie Roper, Avis Williams 

~The  Brian Center of Spruce Pine– Helen McGee 

~Hope Ridge Family Care– Nell Causby 

      Our youth will not do a Mother's Day Bulletin 
fundraiser this year.   
Thank you for your awesome support at our 
Chicken Pie Supper for Missions 
back in March!  
  
Remember to honor your moth-
ers on Mother's Day, May 14th!  
  
Thank you God for Mothers! 



May 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

Bible Study 

10.30am (Yth Rm) 

12:30 Staff Mtg 

Bible Study– 6pm 

(Parlor) 

Choir 7:15 

7 pm Illumination 

Mtg– McCall 

Bible Study 

10.30am  (Yth Rm) 

Bible Study– 6pm 

(Parlor) 

Choir 7:15 

 

Bible Study 

10.30am (YthRm) 

Bible Study– 6pm 

(Parlor) 

Choir 7:15 

 

Card Class  

9 am—5 pm  

FH 

4:40 pm  

Drive Thru 

Prayer 

UMW Circles  

Meet @ 7pm 

Various homes 

 

3:30 pm Financial 

Peace –FH 

5pm  Youth 

5 p m  Trustees 

Mother’s  

Day 

 

 
6pm  

Praise Team 

10 am Lois 

Velna Circle 

6pm   Praise 

Team 

Prayer Shawl 

10am  (Ed Bldg) 

6:30 pm  

Prayer Group 

Prayer Shawl 

10am  (Ed Bldg) 

6pm Girl Scouts 

(FH) 

6:30 pm 

Prayer Group 

Bible Study 

10.30am (YthRm) 

Bible Study– 6pm 

(Parlor) 

Choir 7:15 

 

Christ Bread 

11 am (FH) 

 6 pm Praise 

Team 

10am Visit Team 

3:30 pm 

 BUCM meal 

6 pm Praise  Team 

 

Special Olympic 

Fundraiser 

4:30-7:30—FH 

Prayer Shawl 

10am  (Ed Bldg) 

6pm Girl Scouts 

6:30 pm  

Prayer Group 

7 pm VBS Mtg  

(Yth Rm) 

Prayer Shawl 

10am  (Ed Bldg) 

6:30 pm  

Prayer Group 

6 pm 

Family Movie 

Night- “Moana” 

Youth Sunday 

 

4 pm Church 

Council 

5pm  Churchwide 

Film Discussion 

 

 

 

HOMECOMING 

 

 

Youth/ 

Baseball Night 

6:30 pm 

8:30 am—Mom’s 

Coffee Time 

( Youth Rm) 

Youth Sunday 

Practice 

 

5-7 pm 

UMM Free  

Community Meal 

(CPR Class 

Postponed) 

 

   Homecoming 2017 
Join us for our annual  

Homecoming Celebration  

Sunday, May 28th.  Pastor Norm will 

preach with a covered dish lunch to 

follow so bring enough to share.  



 

 

THOMAS THE TWIN  (John 20: 19-31)  by Andrew King 
John 11:16 – Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us 

also go, that we may die with him.” 

 

1.  But you fled, as the others did, when he was arrested. 

     From a distance you watched him suffer, die on the cross. 

     That night you lay down on a bed of hot coals, 

     and the fire of your words burned your eyes. 
 

2.  All day the memories came like old boats beached in darkness. 

     You couldn’t seem to recall the shapes of simple flowers 

     yet could not forget the faces turned toward 

     him on the Galilean hills. 

     The wet clouds in your eyes hid the sun. 
 

3.  You were not with the others when the women told their news. 

     You found it hard to breathe behind the shut doors of the house; 

     your legs needed movement, your eyes wanted sky, as if trying 

     to prove your soul was not entombed. 
 

4.  Grief circled you like a city, you circled in your despair, 

     you circled back to the house, a moth in shadow, seeking light. 

    Faces smiled, filling your eyes like bright candles, 

     holding out to you astonishing news, a hot flame. 

    You wondered: is this what the moth sees 

     before it dies? 
 

5.  How you longed for the news to be true, 

     longed as the stilled ship longs for new wind in its sails, 

     as eyes in a deep cave long for light. 

     Longed to be able to touch him again. 

    For him to be able to touch you. 
 

6.  Now he is here, and let your heart lift from hurting. 

     Now he is here, let your lungs fill with breath. 

    Now he is here: your mind kneels in wonder. 

    Touch him in the midst of your fellow disciples, 

    see him, your crucified and living Lord, 

    listen as he speaks to you the blessing of peace. 
 

7.  Let your eyes be filled, Thomas, with horizons of light. 

    You died with him. 

    Now rise with him too. 

http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=John+20:19-31&vnum=yes&version=nrsv

