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Bible Year - The Violent Parts 
(an excerpt from Magrey Devega’s Bible Year guide) 

 
“But they struck down every person with the sword until they had annihilated them, leaving no one alive.  Just as the Lord commanded Moses….” 

Josh. 11:14 
 

 What do we do about the passages in the Bible where God does things that don’t mesh with our understanding of 
God?  What about when God wants to do a sneak attack on Moses and kill him, right after God calls him to serve?  What 
about when God wants to kill all the Israelites and start over with just Moses?  What about when God orders Israel to anni-
hilate an entire city, burn everything, and leave nothing alive?  (We wrestle with them of course). 
 We need to remember that the story of human civilization is tens of thousands of years old.  The stories of the Bi-
ble involve some humans that were here nearly 4000 years ago.  Throughout history this principle has been the same: God 
wants to be known by humans and wants to be in relationship with us.  What that means is God will use the language, im-
agery, and worldview that resonates with humans at that particular time in order to connect with them.  The ancient 
worldview understood gods to act in surprising ways with sudden shifts of mood and action.  That was the language of the 
time and so God is often revealed to them in those ways.  As humans have changed their consciousness over time, the way 
we view God changes.  If you’ve had a relationship with someone for a really long time, think about how your relationship 
with them is different than it was in the beginning.  When you first started dating, things were different than they are now 
with grandkids and a family.  You see each other in different ways.  You probably haven’t changed completely, but your re-
lationship has absolutely changed and developed.   
 
 Here are some principles that might help you wrestle with the violent parts of the Bible: 
-In ancient Israel and it’s surrounding cultures, obedience to God often involved violence, including fighting and killing ene-
mies in the name of God.  The emphasis in these texts is always on total devotion to God. 
-Jesus’ teaching and death on the cross exposed the sin of violence and introduced new ways for us to be obedient today. 
-How can we be just as obedient as the ancient Israelites, except using the ways of obedience that God has given us today? 
 
 Scriptures like these are alarms that remind us the Biblical world is a very different culture and era.  One of our 
tasks as interpreters is to take the truth that was meaningful in the text for that culture and translate it to ours.  It often 
helps to think of texts as either prescriptive, descriptive, or predictive.  Should I see this text as prescribing something I 
should emulate or do, does its describe or tell something about the human condition and who God is, or is it predictive that 
if “a” happens, then “b” will result.  When Torah, for example, speaks of owning slaves, it’s not because we should own 
slaves, but that ancient Israelites did and God cared as much about this detail of their life as the rest.   
 Since our culture has changed, we don’t need the same “guardrails” today that were necessary 3000 years ago.  We 
don’t need to meet violence with violence.  God will not call us to demonstrate obedience by slaughtering hundreds of false 
prophets, like Elijah was called to do in 1 Kings.  But, we may be called to speak out against false truths or conspiracies.  
God does call us to obedience using the means that Jesus has shown us.  Will we be just as faithful? 
  
 
 
 I’m thankful we can be on this journey together.  Keep up the great reading and discussion! 



Guatemalan Scholarship Student  
In 2021 we had 4 members provide a year of school for a student. Below is a 

glimpse of one of them so you can pray for them. You can also sponsor a 

student for $38 a month. Contact Pastor Norm for more info. 

 

Name: Maria Morales Age: 14 Grade: 8 

 

Family:  Her father works in agriculture and this is their main income. 

They rent land to grow corn.  Maria helps mom with chores and taking 

care of younger siblings. They have a modest 2 room home of cinder 

block, wood and tin roof, and dirt floors. 1 room is a bedroom for 8 peo-

ple and only 3 beds to share. 

 

Education: According to teachers, Maria is very 

dedicated, she likes to participate in class, and 

is a dynamic student. She has excellent grades 

and is very responsible as a support to her 

mom.  Her dream is to become a nurse and help 

people with health issues at her village.     

 

(Living Heritage Foundation Ministry) 

 

ATTENTION ALL 
Men! 

You’re Invited! 

Sun. Mar 27, 8:15am  
 
ALL men are invited to our Sunday 
men’s breakfast!   
This will be an opportunity for men of 
all ages, to come together for a time of 
devotion, introductions, fellowship and 
food!  We’ll also discuss future plans 
God may have in mind for us at Salem 
UMC.   We look forward to seeing you!  
 
Cary Clark (cclark1996@yahoo.com)  
Kevin Reinke (Kevinspage@aol.com) 

Bible Year Aids & Tips  
   

1) There is space in your devo book each day, use it.  Jot your notes, questions, or ideas down OR consider using a journal. 
2) Multiple weekly discussion groups are offered to give everyone opportunities to connect and grow in their reading.  
Come when you can, or attend different days.  Weekly discussion enhances your experience and encourages one another. 
 Sundays:  9:30am Sunday School class  5:30pm – Small group in Yth Room 
 Tuesday:  7pm, Online ZOOM meeting     Meeting ID: 876 3615 6471           Passcode: 013918  
  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87636156471?pwd=RWJ1Q2xPUDZvQUZOdE5NWGtWNzJldz09  
 Wednesday:   6:30pm, Small group in Yth Room 
3) Luther Seminary offers a great free resource online for anyone who wants to go deeper called Enter the Bible.  It breaks 
  down each book of Scripture to give you an in-depth overview of its background and context, its author and  
 setting, the issues and themes in it.  Create a free account at https://enterthebible.org/free-account-registration/ 
4) You can listen to free weekly podcast recordings and reflection of the readings by scholars and pastors from around the  
 country.  Scroll down the page to access 60 total podcasts OR subscribe to the podcast with your app/phone.  
 https://hydeparkumc.org/adult-groups/the-bible-project-2020/ 
5) We have created an SUMC group Bible Year page to join on Facebook where you can ask questions or post insights.  
 Each month, one of our Church Council leaders will post weekly comments about something from the readings. 
 SUMC Bible Year | Facebook   

SUMMER CAMP  SCHOLARSHIPS! 
 

 Summer camp scholarships are available for kids ages 7-14 to 
attend a week of camp at Tekoa Foothills or Camp Tekoa.  Any of our 
elementary kids or middle school youth may attend camp for only $150.  
(Normal camp weeks cost $350-$400).   However, thanks to additional 
funds from SUMC, your only cost is $75 for an entire week of camp 
(lodging, food, and activities)!!! 

 
  **Salem UMC will pay an additional $75 for all who contact our church office to register.  Register ASAP.  
To view camp weeks and offerings visit www.tekoafoothills.org. (828)-433-6600  salemumchurch@ymail.com 

https://info.luthersem.edu/e3t/Btc/ZU+113/d11vTR04/VXkcNb7xsxw5W5C_wsV7MpxV_W2L--MX4yXGrVN8_nRFX3hpPkV1-WJV7CgKLJW8-WMTz9gCsfnW5ZjB6c87r78bW491rl94rYDZTW293P862Mn3m5N1X1GWKbH-G1W1MzY1j6d3xJlVdGJDd5rQH7XN3dPs29tLlrcW4943VM4YccQSN4NRgNb57_DhW2n34sj6PWmv8VDmT3m9
https://hydeparkumc.org/adult-groups/the-bible-project-2020/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/345549906962902
http://www.tekoafoothills.org


 

Update on C-19  Guidelines 
 
 

“I've done so many funerals in the last 1.5 years that my Book of Worship 
now automatically opens to the Service of Death and Resurrection. Fu-
neral homes are literally backed up.  And I fear there is more to come. We 
are all weary, emotionally and spiritually, in a state of perpetual grief.  
As we cry out to God for mercy and grace, let us give the same blessing to 
each other.  It's about all we can do, and it'll be enough.”  
 

Last week, a friend and colleague in Union County posted those 
words.  It’s a humbling reminder that c-19 has taken a real toll on 
us all.  Union County has repeatedly disregarded professional med-
ical advice and apparently they are beginning to see a heavier toll 
in deaths and severe cases in his community recently.   
 
While NC has just modified their recommendations, at SUMC, we 
have always attempted to make our decisions regarding Covid us-
ing basic medical safety and love for neighbor, rather than politics.  
While infections are leveling off again, deaths have not leveled off 
and vaccines remain unavailable for kids under 5.  Even under new 
CDC guidance, Burke remains a moderate level risk.  We can’t be 
certain, but it is likely we also had our first instance of spread at an 
SUMC program last month while unmasked.  
 
All this said, in good faith, we ask that you please continue to mask 
for any programs at SUMC throughout March.  Our guidelines will 
again remain in effect this month.  We feel strongly that by April 
we too can modify our guidelines.   
 

Thank you so much for coming together and being gracious to 
one another throughout these last years.   
 
-If you feel sick OR experience any symptoms related to C-19, please 
do not attend!   
-Masks should be worn during indoor programs/events. 
-Consider stepping outside for extended conversations or greeting. 
-You may place your offering at the altar before/during/after service 
 

Other steps taken: 
-Air Purification systems are installed in all buildings.  
-Our building is cleaned weekly by Mobile Services 
-We spray to disinfect before worship.    
-Nursery is open for family use, but not staffed.  
- Assume everyone wants to keep a safe distance unless given permission. 
 

Thank you for your help and patience as we navigate new territory together! 

  GIRL  SCOUT  COOKIES  - For Sale! 
 

Cookie season is winding down.  Have a treat and help our troop at SUMC raise funds for 
their camps and programs this year.  To place an order just email or call the church office.  
(You may also order directly from Darcy Cabe or Isabel Jones).  Each box is $5 and mon-
ey is due upon delivery.  
 

    You may choose from: 
Toast-Yay - (cinnamon toast iced)   Adventurefuls (brownie, caramel) 
Lemonades - (shortbread & lemon)   Shortbread - (traditional) 
Thin Mints - (Choc. & mint)    Peanut Butter Patties - (choc & PB) 
Caramel deLites -  (Caramel, coconut, choc)  PB Sandwich - (oatmeal & PB fill) 

New LENT Worship Series:  

GOOD ENOUGH 
 

 We live in a culture bent on definitions 
of a good life as continuous upward mobility–
climbing ladders of prosperity with increasingly 
fabulous experiences that we can post to ever-
more-likable social media accounts. We may 
comb the shelves of the self-help section in 
search of just the right formula to gain success.  
We even gravitate towards spiritual leaders 
who promise great rewards if we only do “the 
right thing.”  
 But life happens, right? Most times we 
are not moving upward but trying to repair the 
rung we’ve just slipped from.  So what if we 
stopped climbing and started fertilizing, water-
ing, and blooming right where we find our-
selves? Welcome to a Lent of affirming a faith 
in which we are blessed, regardless, and where 
we can lean into embracing our “good enough” 
lives. 
Inspired by Kate Bowler’s book “Good Enough” 
 

March 13 - Ordinary lives can be holy   Luke 4:1-13 
March 20 - So much is out of our control  Lk 13:31-35 
March 27 - Lots of things can be medicine  Lk 13:1-9 

April 3 -  Perfection is impossible… Lk 15:11-32 
Apr 10 - We are fragile   John 12:1-8 

Apr 17 - Good Enough,  EASTER Sunday Jn 20:1-18 
 Worship  @  7am & 10:35am  



 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Norm Jones, Jr.—Pastor  (rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu) 
Virginia Robinson, Dir. of Music  (robinsonva62@gmail.com) 
Sue Bunch, Pianist  (s_bunch@att.net) 
Zachary Cagle, Office Admin.  (salemumchurch@ymail.com) 

Our  Financial  Stewardship: 
 

Thru February 24,  2022 
 

Weekly budget need: $3,936.85 
Yearly Budget needed:  $204,716.00 
Budgeted need to date:  $31,494.80  
Total Received for Budget:    $29,511.68 
Ministry Expenses to Date:   $31,655.26 
 

We are $2,143.58 behind expenses for the year.       
 

Other Ministry Gifts Received to Date for 2022: 
Backpack Ministry:  $45.00 
Building Fund:    $131.00 
 

*(We are $513 shy of a new playground. Any addition-
al gifts are greatly appreciated!) 

3 Dennis Carswell, Ellie Shuping 
4 Elizabeth Hampton 
5 Bruce Pollard, Marilyn Davis 
9 Caroline Causby 
12 Heather Woody 
13 Henry Call 
14 Steve Davis 
15 Jack Russ 
18 Ronin Smith 
20  Holly Keller 
21 Jerry Shuping 
23 Ronny Causby,  
24 Sophia Jones 
25 JoAnn Byrd 
26 Barbara Harbour 
27 Isabel Jones 
30 Emily Shuping 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
  9 Jerry & Clarice Shuping 
20 Fred & Amy Causby, Jr. 
22 Fred & Nina Horton  
27 Charles Jr. & Cheryl Garrison 
30 Robert & Jackie Pruett 

*Now that facility use has increased again, our trustees re-
spectfully ask folks please be intentional turning off lights 

and locking doors when leaving.   

Monthly Greeters   

 

1st Sunday-     Jack Bridges  
2nd Sunday-    Charles Autrey 
3rd Sunday-     Holly Keller  
4th Sunday-     Kevin Reinke 
5th Sunday-     Jodi Brown  
Alternate-       Bruce Pollard 

Gifts given in Memory  or  in Honor (February) 
 

Cary Clark, Lisa Propst, Willie Propst, Steve Propst            by Mary Ann Propst 
James Cagle Jr.                 by Gerald & Kay Duckworth 
Brenda Reubens               by Bruce & Kay Pollard 
                by Alan & Joann Byrd 
                by Jerry & Clarice Shuping 
     by Poteet Community Road Watch 

 

Daylight Saving Time  

Begins Sunday,  
March 13!   

Don’t forget to set you 
clocks ahead one hour! 

Salem UMC Blood Drive 
 Thursday March 10, 2:30-7 pm 

 

Consider giving the gift of life.  
Sign up online at 

www.redcrossblood.org 
 

Our weekly Salem Elementary Backpack 
ministry continues with 8 families and 
is in need of  breakfast items (oatmeal 
and grits packets, individual cereal 
packages, pop tarts)  snack cakes, can 
and dry pasta, hamburger helper, 
canned fruits and vegetables.   
 We have been so blessed by 
everyone’s donations of food and 
money. Thank you! 

Dear Lord, hear our prayers…. 
Prayer Requests & Concerns: Mary Carswell, Gerald, Kay & 

Mozelle Duckworth, Jane Stroup, Trey Crowe, Fred Causby, 

Shirley Causby, Laqueta Carroll, Kay Pollard, Larry Koon, 

Roger Harper, Mike Dale 

 

Home Bound: Millie Avery, Leota Garrison, Fred Duckworth 

Nursing Home:   - Hope Ridge Family Care – Doris Garrison                                                                                             
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

Judges 3:7-5:31 

6:30 (FH) Nurture 

Team Mtg 

7pm BY  (Zoom)   

2 

Judges 6-8 

5pm ASH WED. @ 

St. Matt. UMC 

6:30pm BY group 

(Yth Rm) 

7pm Choir (Sanct 

3 

Judges 9 -12:15 

7pm UMW Mtg

(FH) 

4 

Judges 13-16 
5 

Judges 17-21 

6 

Ruth 1-2:23 

9:30 Sunday School 
10:35am Worship 
4 pm Finance Mtg 
(Parlor) 

7 

Ruth 3-4:22 

10am Prayer 

Shawl (Ed Bldg) 

6pm G. Scouts (FH) 

8 

1 Sam. 1-3:21 

7pm BY  (Zoom)   

9 

1 Sam. 4-7 

6:30pm BY group 

(Yth Rm) 

10 

1 Sam. 8-12 

2:30 -7pm Blood 

Drive (FH) 

11 

1 Sam. 13-15 
12 

1 Sam. 16-17 
 

13 

1 Sam. 18-20 

9:30 Sunday School 
10:35am  Worship 
4pm Church Council   

(FH) 
 

14 

1 Sam. 21-24 

10am Prayer 

Shawl (Ed Bldg) 

 

15 

1 Sam. 25-28 

7pm BY  (Zoom)   

16 

1 Sam. 29-31 

6:30pm BY group 

(Yth Rm) 

 
 

17 

2 Sam. 1-4 
18 

2 Sam. 5-7 
19 

2 Sam. 8-10 
 

20 

2 Sam. 11-14:33 

9:30 Sunday School 
10:35am Worship 
5pm  Salad/Potato 
fellowship meal  FH 
 

21 

2 Sam. 15-19 

10am Prayer 

Shawl (Ed Bldg) 

6pm G. Scouts (FH) 

22 

2 Sam. 20-24 

7pm BY  (Zoom)   

23 

1 Kings 1-4 

6:30pm  BY 

group (Yth Rm) 

 

24 

1 Kings 5-8 
25 

1 Kings 9-11 
26 

1 Kings 12-16 

(FH  reserved) 

27 

1 Kings 17-19 

8:20am Men’s 

breakfast  (FH) 

9:30 Sunday School 
10:35am Worship 
 

28 

1 Kings 20-22 

10am Prayer 

Shawl (Ed Bldg) 

 

29 

2 Kings 1-8:15 

7pm BY (Zoom)   

 

30 

2 Kings 8:16-10 

6:30pm BY group 

(Yth Rm) 

7pm Choir (Sanct 

31 

2 Kings 11-13:25 

April 1 

2 Kings 14-17 
 

 

 

 

BY=Bible Year 



 

Revisiting the Character of a Methodist 
(excerpt from article by Dr. David Watson, United Theological Seminary) 

 

Ever wonder what it means to be a Methodist?  David Watson does a great job of sharing in his work below: 
 

 In response to the question, “Who is a Methodist?” then, John Wesley offers this summary, which he spells out in 
more detail through the rest of the tract:  
 “A Methodist is one who has ‘the love of God shed abroad in his heart, by the Holy Ghost given unto him; one who 
‘loves the Lord his God with all his heart, and with all his soul, and with all his mind, and with all his strength.’ God is the joy of 
his heart, and the desire of his soul; which is constantly crying out – ‘Whom have I in Heaven but thee, and there is none upon 
Earth that I desire beside thee! My God and my all! Thou art the strength of my heart and my portion for ever!’” 
 To have the character of a Methodist, according to Wesley, is to be changed from people who were captive to sin into 
people who demonstrate an overflow of love. First and foremost, we love God with a strength that can only come from God 
himself. God is our hope today and forever. To know and serve him is our one true and passionate desire. 
 God’s transforming work in our lives would be visible in a number of other ways as well. In light of the great sacrifice 
that Christ has made on our behalf and the salvation we have through him, we will have happiness, peace, and hope. This is 
not to say we will never experience other kinds of emotions, such as sadness and anger, but ultimately the joy of the Lord will 
prevail. We can look back on our past lives with joy when we consider the ways in which God has delivered us from sin. Like-
wise we can look forward with confidence to the eternal life that is our inheritance as God’s children.  
 In the same vein, the life of a Methodist should also be characterized by gratitude and contentment. Even though we 
may go through difficult circumstances, we can learn by God’s grace to give thanks in all circumstances. Wesley wrote: “He 
knoweth ‘both how to be abased and how to abound. Everywhere and in all things he is instructed, both to be full and to be 
hungry, both to abound and suffer need.’ Whether in ease or pain, whether in sickness or health, whether in life or death, he 
giveth thanks from the ground of the heart to him who orders it for good: knowing that as ‘every good gift cometh from 
above,’ so none but good can come from the Father of Lights, into whose hands he has wholly committed his body and soul, as 
into the hands of a faithful creator.” 
 Further, he instructed, a Methodist is one who prays without ceasing. This doesn’t mean we must always be in church 
or on our knees in prayer, nor does it mean we are always crying out to God or forming our thoughts into some conscious 
communication. Rather, for a person to pray without ceasing means that “his heart is ever lifted up to God, and at all times 
and in all places…. In retirement, or company, in leisure, business, or conversation his heart is ever with the Lord.” To pray 
without ceasing, then, is a way of life. It is to live with a singular focus on loving and serving God.  
 The change that God works in our hearts will also result in love of neighbor. We are to love every person as our own 
soul, whether we know that person or not. This involves not only caring for their physical needs by “feeding the hungry, cloth-
ing the naked, [and] visiting those that are sick or in prison,” but caring for their souls as well. We should aim to “awaken 
those that sleep in death; to bring those who are awakened to the atoning blood, that being ‘justified by faith,’ they may have 
‘peace with God,’ and to provoke those who have peace with God, to abound more in love and in good works.”  
 Whether we approve of another person’s actions or way of living is irrelevant. We are to love all people, even our 
enemies, actively seeking their good. “For he ‘loves his enemies,’ yea, and the enemies of God, ‘the evil and the unthankful.’” 
And “if it be not in his power to do good to them that hate him, yet he ceases not to pray for them, though they continue to 
spurn his love, and still despitefully use him and persecute him.”  
 The transforming love of God will evoke certain virtues in our hearts. God will replace envy, malice, wrath, and pride 
with mercy, kindness, humility, meekness, and long-suffering. The fruit of the Spirit will abound. Christians will forgive those 
who have wronged them. They will look not to their own interests but to the interests of others. Their greatest desire will be 
to please God, and they will seek to live in obedience to his commandments. All their lives will be oriented toward the glory of 
God. For the true Christian, the unwavering rule of life is this: “Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do it all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father by him.” 
 We must not allow the customs of this world to draw us away from life in God, wrote Wesley. What the world values 
and what God values are not the same. “[V]ice does not lose its nature, though it becomes ever so fashionable.” Gluttony, 
greed, and evil speaking have no place in the life of Jesus’ followers. Rather, we should focus our thoughts upon what is good 
and true, and we should think, speak, and act in ways that honor Christ.  
 To be a Methodist, for Wesley, was to be peculiar. He wrote, “By these marks, by these fruits of a living faith do we 
labour to distinguish ourselves from the unbelieving world, from all those whose minds or lives are not according to the gospel 
of Christ.” For Wesley, Methodists were not the only real Christians, but to fall into the nominal Christianity so common in his 
day was to cease to be either Methodist or Christian in a true sense. The Christian life is one in which God so changes our 
character that we cannot help but seem different to those around us. Perhaps this will once again become an expectation 
among the people called Methodists. 


