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NOTES FROM NORM 
 
 Thank you to everyone who took a moment to reply recently about returning to in-person program-
ming.  Over 85% of you expressed discomfort and said that now is too soon to risk returning.  We all want 
to be together again soon, but I applaud your willingness to express care and caution for yourselves and 
others.  We are aware of the recent exemption for churches regarding large gatherings.  Yet, within the last 
week, Burke County and NC have seen record numbers of new C-19 infections (including spikes in hospi-
talizations and deaths).  Returning now carries more risk than at any other time thus far.  This is why I de-
layed suspending programs until the end of March when others did so much earlier.  The risk was minimal 
at that time. 
 We recognize a large majority of our membership have underlying health issues and are over 65 
years old.  After fruitful discussion with our Church Council, we will continue to monitor conditions and 
the comfort level of our congregation.  Because of our love for one another and our neighbors, we are of 
one mind that presently the safest venue for worship is online.  Additionally, DVD’s containing multiple 
services since March 29 are being made for anyone who may not have access to internet.  Please call the 
church office or let us know of anyone you are aware of who would like a DVD.  We can also mail out a 
transcript of a service if you would like to request one.   
 We have set a goal of offering an outdoor worship service at 10am on June 14 for those who do 
wish to begin returning to campus.  The logistics and details of this are included in this newsletter.  In the 
meantime, we will continue to offer online worship and post worship online even when we begin the out-
door service.   
 We look forward to that time when we can worship together and we are making plans to provide 
the safest experience possible.  Many of you have been reaching out to one another in wonderful ways to 
reassure one another of God’s abiding presence.  Thank you for your continued efforts in taking care of 
one another during these “different times.”  May God continue to offer you signs of hope and thanksgiv-
ing.  
       Resurrection hope, 
       Pastor Norm   
————————————————————————————————————————————  

SPRC  Pastor   Appointment News 

       We are pleased to share with you the Bishop & Cabinet of the WNCC of the UMC have notified us that 
Pastor Norm will be appointed to Salem UMC for a fifth year beginning July 1.  

They believe this to be a favorable match in reviewing appointments 
to match the missional needs and gifts of each community.  We look 
forward to sharing together in ministry for another year!  

Please be in prayer for all congregations and clergy facing moves this 
month.  Moving and changes in leadership are never easy; but during a 
pandemic, it is definitely a challenge.   



CHURCH STAFF 
 

Norm Jones, Jr.—Pastor  (rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu) 
Virginia Robinson, Dir. of Music  (robinsonva62@gmail.com) 
Sue Bunch, Pianist  (s_bunch@att.net) 
Zachary Cagle, Office Admin.  (salemumchurch@ymail.com) 

Weekly/Monthly  Happenings at Salem 
(ALL  regular monthly programs CANCELLED due to C-19 ) 

Our  Financial  Stewardship: 
 

Thru May 29, 2020 
 

Weekly budget need: $4,025.25 
Yearly Budget needed:  $209,300.00 
Budgeted need to date:  $84,530.25 
Total Received for Budget:    $70,475.66 
Ministry Expenses to Date:   $72,168.97 
 
We are now over $1,700 behind expenses for the 
year. Your gifts to help make up the difference in 
this difficult season are greatly appreciated!  
 

Other Ministry Gifts Received to Date for 2020: 
Backpack Ministry:  $865.00 
Building Fund:    $970.00 
Cemetery:    $500.00 

      Our Salem Elementary 
Backpack ministry supplied 
food boxes to families through 
the end of the semester and has 
provided gift cards for the sum-
mer to limit in-person contact.  
  

We have been so blessed by everyone’s donations 
of food and money. Thank you! 

Upper Room Devotionals(May/June):  
Are available for pick-up in the church office.  If 
you would like one mailed to you, please call 
the church office.  You may also download a pdf 
free at www.upperroom.org/covid-19 

1 Margaret Gordon 
2 Kathryn Jones 
8 Janet Davis 
9 Chasity Poteat-Rice 
10 Brenda Duckworth, Ashley St. Louis 
12 Shirley Simmons 
14 Claire St. Louis 
15 Tom Jarrell 
16 Jackie D. Pruett, Rebecca Shuping, Bill Henry 
19 Doris H. Garrison, 
20 Joyce Gibson 
21  Naaman Jones 
22 Lucas Brown 
26 Mary Ann Propst, Sheila Coffey 
28 Charles Autrey 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
10 Jon & Sara Pons 
14 Chris & Cindy Ross 
17 Norm & Kathryn Jones 
29 Hamilton & Jodi Brown 

Dear Lord, hear our prayers…. 
Requests: Gary Whitener, Keith Ollis, Ruthie Riddick, Baby 

Tony Dean, Sandra Durain, Shirley Nogales, Mary Carswell, 

Terry Campbell, JoAnn Patton, Nancy Watts  

Home Bound: Millie Avery, Mildred Mull, Leota Garrison, 

James Carswell, Fred Duckworth,   

Nursing Home Residents:                                                                       

- College Pines – Avis Williams,  

- The Brian Center, Spruce Pine – Helen McGee                                       

 - Hope Ridge Family Care – Doris Garrison                                                                                                               

- The Berkeley – Jean Jarrell 

Gifts given in Memory or Honor (May) 

 
of Nell Causby  & Mary Wilson  by Beulah Duckworth 
of James & Margaret Romano  by Dolores & Sal Siino 
of Modene Stroup , Sadie Shuping  & Geneva Pollard  
    by Bruce & Kay Pollard 
of Modene Stroup, Betty Joe Harbinson  &  Mary Wilson 
    by Fred & Kathryn Duckworth 
of Modene Stroup           By Mary Ann Propst, Lisa Propst, Cary Clark 
of Lela Greene  & Sadie Shuping             by Jerry & Clarice Shuping 
of Mary Wilson   by Muriel McNeilly 
    by Karen Hunt Moss 
of Charles Garrison   by Charles & Cheryl Garrison 
    by Jerry & Marcia McCall 
of Charles Garrison  & in honor of Jerry & Marcia McCall 
    by  Leota Garrison 
of Raymond Carswell,  Kettie Carswell  &  Jack Carswell  
    by Mary C Anderson 
 

of Leota Garrison &  Marcia McCall           by Charles & Cheryl Garrison 
of Clarice Shuping     by Greg & Todd Shuping 

*Horace Taylor, a former member living in SC, 
passed away Saturday May 23. 



Outdoor Worship Launch & Guidelines 
 
 For the safety of all persons at a time when C-19 cases, hospitalizations, and deaths in Burke County 
lead most of WNC, and while those figures also include some of our members and their families, we are pursu-
ing a return to in-person worship cautiously.  In addition, our Bishop has requested in-person worship be sus-
pended until at least July 1.  The exception to this is outdoor worship, which we will attempt to launch on June 
14 @ 10am.  It will be significantly different from what you might be used to and will require the patience and 
cooperation of all involved.  However, we look forward to the opportunity of attempting this next phase and 
step toward returning to in-person worship at Salem UMC.  (Should significant virus spread and risk exist on 
June 7, we may opt to postpone this outdoor worship phase until July). 

Below is a detailed list of guidelines to follow to help make things as smooth and safe as possible for 
anyone who may wish to participate in this worship opportunity.  You may bring a lawn chair to sit outside in 
designated spaces or remain in your vehicle and roll your windows down to hear.  While we will do our best to 
make you safe and welcome, please note the safest recommendation for all persons over age 65 or with compro-
mised immune systems continues to be to shelter-in-place.  The service will be recorded and posted online by 
Sunday evening for folks to access and a transcript can be mailed for anyone who would like to receive a copy.  
Thank you for your continued love and understanding as we work through this unprecedented season together!     

 

Instructions for outdoor worship  (June 14 and beyond) 
-If you feel sick at all OR experience any symptoms related to C-19, do not attend any in-person worship   
-If you know you have seasonal allergies and prone to sneezing and coughing outdoors, please wear a mask. 
-All vehicles should enter the parking lot from the Salem Rd exit  

(this is the entrance closest to the parsonage) 
-You will receive a bulletin or handout and directed to a parking area 
-To worship from your vehicle: 

 we will begin filling marked spaces near the playground and work toward the entrance 
back into the marked space so your vehicle faces forward 

(you may also choose to pull in forward to sit on a tailgate or truck bed) 
we will use every other space to maintain safe distance 

-To worship in lawn chairs: 
 -we will direct you to park in the back lot behind the Ed. Bldg. 
 -spaces will be marked to maintain a space between vehicles 
 -please remain in your car until 9:55am. 
 -you will be invited to come set up chairs in front of the covered pull-thru at that time 
 -spots will be marked 6ft apart  

(up to 2 persons/chairs from the same household are allowed on a mark) 
-All those coordinating service set-up will wear masks and gloves 
-A greeter will stop by your vehicle at a safe distance to welcome you and take attendance.   

(We will keep a contact list in the event there is a C-19 transmission concern) 
-Worship will likely last about 30 minutes. 
-An offering stand will be located near the covered pull-thru if you wish to tithe or donate. 
 (you may also hand it to the greeter when they come by) 
-It may be hard, but please resist the urge to hug or shake hands and simply offer waves and smiles. 

(assume and respect that everyone wants to maintain 6ft distance unless they specifically give you 
 permission otherwise). 

-The building and restroom access will remain closed.  Please plan accordingly. 
-At the conclusion of the service, please use the 
back parking exit onto Perpons to access Salem Rd 
 

Thank you for your help and patience as we 
navigate new territory together! 

(Assuming the best, we hope we might be able to 
transition to indoor worship on July 12.  In all 

things- patience and prayer). 



 Salem UMC  &  C-19   (Updated May 24, 2020)* 

Just because public events and programs have been suspended for SUMC, there are still a number of ways we can continue to be 
God's Church.  Please save and read the ways we can continue to be connected and engaged in discipleship and worship. 
 
1- At present, our church office remains open on Tu & Fri from 11am-6pm to serve and resource you.  Zachary will still be respond-
ing to your emails and calls or if you need to pick something up or drop something off.  (However, if you are sick, don't stop by). 
 
2- Devotions and Prayer.  Our website already has some great resources for you!  Under the "news/resources" tab at the top of the 
page, you will find the "Daily Devo" link.  This page includes a link to a terrific daily devotional as well as a link to ancient morning 
and evening prayer practices with a modern twist.  
  

Daily Devotional:  This experience includes music, scripture, prayer, short devotional, and benediction.  Once you are on 
the d365 page, click the music notes at the bottom of the page to activate the reflective music for your devotional journey (click it 
again if you wish to turn sound off).  Then, simply click the large "begin" button on the page and allow it to walk you through a 
complete devotional experience each day with the format of: pause, listen, think, pray, go.   

Morning/Evening Prayer:   For anyone interested in a more detailed ancient practice of observing morning and evening 
prayer, try this modern twist.  Clicking the link leads you to MissionStClare where you click the picture/icon to go directly to the 
morning or evening prayer liturgy for the day. It will guide you scripture by scripture, prayer by prayer, and hymn by hymn through 
the full liturgy of a morning or evening prayer service.  The cool feature here is there are embedded files of the hymns.  
 
3- Discipleship Study resources.   
-While It Was Still Dark - A 7 week spiritual study in togetherness aimed at finding signs of hope in despair.  Sign up free at the link 
below.  Includes weekly video from Prof Kate Bowler at Duke Divinity and daily journal reflection downloads.   (John 20:1) 
https://lifetogetherapart.katebowler.com/  
 
4) Tithes and Offerings.  You are now able to donate online at sumcm.org by clicking the "Donate" button and following a few 
simple steps.  You may also give by text too!  Just text the word “give” to 828-330-8897 and then follow the simple steps to add an 
account and in about 2 minutes you’ll be able to donate by text anywhere and anytime.    

Your support is crucial at a time when collection plates are not passed.  A special thanks to those who have already begun 
mailing, donating online, or dropping your offering off by the church office.  THANK YOU! 
 
5) Caring Congregation.  You may have received or be receiving a call.  That's because we care.  After worship March 15 and 22, 
several persons offered to make calls each week to our members and connect with them to see how they are doing or if they need 
anything.  It is easy to feel alone and scared.  You too can extend this ministry by simply checking on a neighbor on your street.  
 
6) Sunday Worship - We will still offer an online worship opportunity during the C-19 crisis.  Our primary format will be posting 
worship videos each week on our webpage sumcm.org.  Check our facebook page for updates on Saturdays or the resources tab on 
our website (sumcm.org) under the link “sermons.”   Outdoor /Parking Lot worship is set  for June 14 @ 10am.   
See the detailed guidelines and info in this newsletter. 
 
7)  Visitation  -  Please note that hospitals and care facilities have specifically requested clergy NOT visit patients unless it is an end 
of life situation.  But, if you know of someone hospitalized, do keep the office updated and we can try to call them or their family. 
 
8) Resurrection Bags – Outreach, Nurture, and Witness leaders helped coordinate the creation of 40 resurrection bags distributed in 
the Salem community on Easter Weekend.  You too can offer some resur-
rection in your neighborhood by creating a bag of your own simply using 
extra supplies you have around the house.    
 
This is a new "wilderness" for us all.  We hope this info and these re-
sources will be fruitful for you.  You may also reach me by email @ 
rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu or 828-980-4139.    
 
Be safe, stay calm, wash hands, love God and one another! 
 

 Blood Drive     -   Friday June 19, 2:30-7pm 
 

Consider giving the gift of life.  
Sign up online at www.redcrossblood.org 

 Enter sponsor code: salemumc  
 

Must be pre-registered.  No walk-ins accepted. 

https://lifetogetherapart.katebowler.com/


2020 Graduates  
Congratulations! Your SUMC family is so proud of you.  

You were handed some lemons & made some amazing lemonade. 
 

 
Christina Benfield graduated 
from Freedom High School as a 4 
year standout in symphonic and 
marching band.  She also served 
on yearbook staff.  She is current-
ly employed at Hope Ridge Fam-
ily Care working toward her 
CNA license.  Christina will en-
roll at WPCC this fall to pursue 
an RN in Nursing before obtain-
ing her bachelor’s degree.    

 
 
 
 

 
Ethan Pons graduated from Patton High School and was a 4 
year athlete in foot-
ball and baseball.  He 
was named All-
Conference in foot-
ball.  He earned 27 
college credits 
through WPCC while 
in HS and enters col-
lege with advanced 
hours.  Ethan will 
attend NC State this 
fall to pursue a de-
gree in Agriculture.  
 

 
 
Dylan Carswell  graduated 
from Haywood Community Col-
lege with an Associate of Ap-
plied Science in Forest Manage-
ment Technology.  He will soon 
leave for U.S. Air Force training 
to pursue his career and obtain 
his bachelor’s degree to further 
his education.   

It only takes a spark 
 

On May 29, SUMC offered a salute to all cafeteria staff 
at the Liberty Middle site who have provided drive-thru 
meals to our children for the last two months of this cri-
sis.  We honked, we cheered, and presented them with 
marigolds, handmade notes, prayer washcloths, olive-
wood crosses, and Food Lion gift cards. They were 
shocked and visibly moved by “love in action.”  But, we 
wanted them to know they have been love in action. 
Thank you for being a spark of hope! 

This Grace That Scorches Us - A Pentecost Blessing 
Here’s one thing 
you must understand 
about this blessing: 
it is not 
for you alone. 
 
It is stubborn 
about this. 
Do not even try 
to lay hold of it 
if you are by yourself, 
thinking you can carry it 
on your own. 
 
To bear this blessing, 
you must first take yourself 
to a place where everyone 
does not look like you 
or think like you, 
a place where they do not 
believe precisely as you believe, 
where their thoughts 
and ideas and gestures 
are not exact echoes 
of your own. 
 
Bring your sorrow. 
Bring your grief. 
Bring your fear. 
Bring your weariness, 
your pain, 
your disgust at how broken 
the world is, 
how fractured, 
how fragmented 
by its fighting, 
its wars, 
its hungers, 
its penchant for power, 
its ceaseless repetition 
of the history it refuses 
to rise above. 
 

 

Worship Sundays Online:  
www.sumcm.org/newsresources/sermons 

I will not tell you 
this blessing will fix all that. 
 
But in the place 
where you have gathered, 
wait. 
Watch. 
Listen. 
Lay aside your inability 
to be surprised, 
your resistance to what you 
do not understand. 
See then whether this blessing 
turns to flame on your tongue, 
sets you to speaking 
what you cannot fathom 

or opens your ear 
to a language 
beyond your imagining 
that comes as a knowing 
in your bones, 
a clarity 
in your heart 
that tells you 
 
this is the reason 
we were made: 
for this ache 
that finally opens us, 
 
for this struggle, 
this grace 
that scorches us 
toward one another 
and into 
the blazing day. 
              —Jan Richardson 

http://www.sumcm.org/newsresources/sermons


(Online) Church Council Meeting Summary 05-17-20 

Virtual Attendance 
Pastor Norm, Bob Harbour, Doris Ingram, Charles & Lara Autrey, Bruce & Kay Pol-
lard, Alan Byrd, Cary Clark, Tori Cole, Rebecca Shuping, Kevin & Vicki Reinke 
 
Prayer by Charles Autrey 
Scripture (I Cor 12) Pastor Norm – appreciate different gifts and approaches to C-19 
from each person.   
 
Finance – Pastor Norm – financials from April – not meeting budget but we were 
only $1000 behind expenditures 

 
Trustees – Bob Harbour – a few shingles need replacing – possible work day at church for spring cleaning 
 
Discussion:  What does reopening look like?  
Feedback – 25 responses which represented 53 persons – only 8 persons ready to come back – 22 responses were cautious 
or not ready to return – or 85% 
Conference guidelines recommend no in-person worship until after May 31st.  No indoor worship until after June 30. 
 
Broadcasting through radio for parking lot service – Cary will check on this –could accommodate 48 cars well-spaced. 
FH with 6 feet distance we can host about 50 people 
Marking off every other pew in sanctuary and limit 6 people per pew can host 75 people 
Run speakers out of church and do live in parking lot – can do both cars and chairs in parking lot – will try June 14th for 
first service – possibly 10am to limit heat.  May require recorded music.  Will need to do pretrial setup to see what is go-
ing to work and check with Alan for larger speakers.   Will continue to post service online 
 
Other:   Drive thru Chicken pie again in June or something else to reach out into the community? 
DVDs of services to be made available 
Burkemont Baptist needs help handing out boxes of produce for 6 weeks 
 
Logistics Check-in meeting May 31 @ 4pm.     Closing prayer by Pastor Norm  
————————————————————————————————————————————————-- 

Important  Giving & Offering News 
 

Returning to God a portion of what God has gifted us has always been a spiritual discipline and form of worship from the 
earliest of times.  From grain offerings to offering plates, we give in response to what God has done for us by His grace.    
 

We recognize many in our community will be seeing a financial impact from the virus crisis.  I am incredibly grateful to 
see God's faithful presence with us at work during this crisis and to see the ways our folks are caring for one another. 
Please also know that your faithful offerings and gifts are greatly appreciated and will be crucial to sustaining mission and 
ministry at SUMC.   

Whether you give by mail, online, or text, THANK YOU so very much for the way you support 
God's work through your church! 

 

How can I give and support my church financially at this time? 
1- The church office remains open Tue and Fri 11am-6pm and you could call or drop off 
your gift  (828-433-6600). 
 

2- Checks can be mailed directly to the church address (1206 Salem Rd / Morganton 28655) 
 

*3- Online giving can be accessed on our website at www.sumcm.org 
Click the Donate tab in the top right header and it will take you directly to our donation page. 
(In order to give online or by text there is a 1% fee charged for each gift).   Example: $100 = $1 fee 

 
*4- Text giving can be achieved simply by texting the word "give" to 828-330-8897.  If this 
is your first time, you will receive a link which will take you to our giving portal where you 
will fill out your giving info and create an account.  If you make a mistake or error, you can 
also cancel your gift/text within 15 minutes.   
 
If you have additional questions about online or text giving, please call or email Zachary in the church office.   
*Please note that we are not enabled to receive gifts by debit or credit card.  We chose this limitation because of the increased fee 
associated for you to give by card (3%) and because we know the dangers of credit card debt to your health and well-being.   

http://www.sumcm.org/

