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NOTES  FROM  NORM 
 
 
 I’m a pretty decent liar.  Maybe a better way to say it is that, when it comes to trying to get 
my three year-old to sleep at night, I can make up just about anything to inveigle her to close her 
eyes and stay in her bed.  Sure, I started with the truth.  But it was just returned with another 
question, another excuse, or more defiant bolt from the bed.  So, I found what works even better 
are just obscure, off-the-wall, lies.  Or fibs.  (A fib sounds more pleasant than a lie).   
 Where’s mommy?  I need to ask her a question.   
“Well, that’s too bad.  She left, she had to wash some clothes at the grocery store.  She’ll be back in 
the morning when she gets the jelly beans out of her ears.  So just go to sleep, and she’ll see you in 
the morning.  I love you.  Night, night (close the door).”    
(Mom might be hiding out in the pantry or sitting in the living room.  But if I tell her, Sophia gets 
up and tries to find mom or stall). 
 I need my Minnie Mouse. (After having looked for her earlier already to no avail).  
Well, the cat wanted to use her for a poof toy so she turned into a pretzel party stick in the base-
ment.  But we’ll find her in the morning because the sun will turn her into a mouse again.  Good 
night.  Sleep well, love you. (close the door) 
 Well, you get the idea.  It’s just bizarre enough to confuse or redirect her.  And, not sure how 
to respond, she just goes with it and goes to bed.  The problem is, I don’t think I’m the only one 
who has caught on to this tactic.   
 Watching the news lately, I was suddenly alarmed by a realization.  Perhaps I’m doing more 
harm than good.  Apparently, it doesn’t just stop at toddler bedtimes, it’s an acceptable leadership 
practice.  It seems somewhere along the way someone (like me) decided it’s a lot easier and inter-
esting to throw out some obscure, off-the-wall lies than posit the truth.  We’re not ready for solids, 
so we are told just about anything, something we’d rather hear, treated like toddlers and, after a 
while, we are all acting like toddlers.   
 In 1 John, NT Scholar Brian Blount says the writer addresses a house church community 
that is cracking.  The people on one side of the fault line have little good to say about the people 
they once cherished on the other side of the fault line.  I’m thankful that in that moment, the au-
thor of 1 John opted to speak of truth rather than just make something up.  “Little children, let us 
love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this we will know that we are from the 
truth and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater 
than our hearts, and he knows everything.   
 Perhaps it’s a truth our world may not want to hear, but we need to hear.  Let us love one 
another not in word or speech, but in truth and action.  Let’s face it.  This bedtime routine will only 
last for so long.  Sooner or later, we all have to grow up.   



NEW  SUMC  T-shirts  
 
Great to wear when serving others or for any 

occasion.   
 

Contact the church office to get yours to-
day!   

Available in size S-XXL at a cost of  $9   
 

(as pictured. Shirt color: Kiwi/Lime) 

Worship / Programs Update:  (5/26/21) 
 We look forward to welcoming you back to SUMC!  For the safety of all persons, we are pursuing a return to 
indoor programs with care and caution during June.  
 

 Sunday School at 9:30am.  Each class will observe mask-wearing in the building.  Additionally, all 
buildings are now equipped with a purification system to help eliminate airborne particles!  If you don’t already par-
ticipate in SS but would like to find a class for you, contact Pastor Norm.       
  

The service will be recorded and posted on our website by Sunday afternoon for folks to access.   
 

 Worship Guidelines 10:35am: 
-If you feel sick OR experience any symptoms related to C-19, do not attend!!!   
 -Masks must be worn inside and are available if needed.   
 -Consider stepping outside for extended conversations or greeting. 
 -You may place your offering at the altar during the anthem or before/after service 
 

Other procedures: 
-New sanctuary air units and purification system has been installed in all buildings. 
-Our building is cleaned weekly by Mobile Services 
-We will spray to disinfect before the service. 
-Nursery is open for family use, but not staffed.  
- Assume everyone wants to maintain 6ft distance unless they give permission otherwise. 
 

Thank you for your help and patience as we navigate new territory together! 

      Air & Facility Needs 

As of March 28, we have now installed air puri-

fication systems in both the FH and Ed Building 
at an additional cost of $3,800.  Your leader-

ship team felt it was important to proceed with 
this to help ensure SUMC is a safe space for 

folks to return.  It’s our hope that you might 
consider giving to the Building Fund to retro-

actively help cover the cost of these upgrades.   
 

Additionally the importance of outdoor facilities 

has also been evident during the pandemic.  
Replacing and restoring our playground area 

has been identified as an important need for 

our kids and community.  The estimated cost 
for a reasonable commercial playground with 

high-quality PVC coating is $8,650.     
          As of May 26, over $6,400 has been re-

ceived toward the playground!  Thank you for 
your consideration & continued generosity.   

Salem UMC Blood Drive 
 Thursday June 10, 2:30-7 pm (FH) 

 
 

Consider giving the gift of life.  
To make an appointment call 1-800-733-2767  

or go to Redcrossblood.org 
 

As we gradually return to programs at SUMC, you’re invited to join 
us for a  Wednesday morning Bible Study group at 10:30am in the 

Parlor (Ed Bldg).  Anyone is welcome. 
What to expect: 

-No preparation is required.   
-Each week we will read a passage from the Old Testament, Psalms, the Gos-
pels, and the NT Letters. 
-We simply read a passage and then 
reflect together. 
-Bring an open heart and mind and 
ready to share or listen. 



Change the World - Devo #4 
by Mike Slaughter   

 

“Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven; then come, follow me …. For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for 

many.” (Mark 10:21, 45 NRSV) 
 

 Simplifying our lives and living below our means enables us to give sacrificially for the welfare of others. 
Sacrificial giving extends beyond financial sacrifice to actual hands-on service with the least and the lost. We have 
to move out of our comfortable, secure environments into a hurting world to serve others. This involves three prac-
tices or habits. 
 First , we must focus on the needs of others and respond with acts of compassion—whether the need be 
around the corner or around the world. Getting involved in short-term mission trips, one-time or ongoing service 

projects, and various outreach ministries can have a life-changing impact, forever altering our worldview and lifestyle.  
Second, we must serve people in the love and compassion of Jesus-without strings attached. In other words, we must serve and 

expect nothing in return, trusting the Spirit to open doors for opportunities to share the reason why we serve.   
On a mission trip to Darfur, I was sitting under a tree with a group of Muslim sheiks and village elders in the shadows of a new 

school facility we had just built in the middle of a rebel stronghold. We had also just completed a vocational school for young men to 
train in woodworking, brick making, and electrician jobs. Young women are being taught sewing, weaving, and the art of microbusiness. 
Our nearby water yard will supply the needs of 22,000 people and their livestock. In the respite of the shade on a 122°  June day, one of 
the men in the group stood and asked, “Why are you here? Why are you Christians helping us? Where are our Arab brothers? Where is 
Saudi Arabia? Dubai?”  When we demonstrate the love of Jesus without an ulterior motive, we earn the right to share the reason why. 

Third, we must be a positive “living witness” to non Christians, Jesus said the world would know we are his disciples through 
the demonstration of his sacrificial love. People have grown weary of the hypocritical words, angry judgements, and non-responsive ac-
tions of Christians in the face of human need, injustice, and alarming environmental changes. It is time to carry out the mission of Jesus- 
in our nation and in all the world- in a more positive light.  
 

How is Jesus calling you to give for the sake of others?  
Here’s a practical challenge: Whatever you spend on family members for their birthdays, give an equal gift amount to missions. 

 
 
 Kevin & Vicki Reinke  recently present-
ed the Meeting Place Mission’s Suzy Fitzgerald 
House with a $430 donation from SUMC. 
 The Suzy Fitzgerald House explains on 
its website how a simple $5 donation can pro-
vide many needed  items for its residents. Ex-
citement built each Sunday in April, church 
members brought in $5 bills, and pinned them 
to a 3x4 ft– bulletin board in the sanctuary. The 
$5 bulletin board was blessed on the final Sun-
day and then presented to the Suzy Fitzgerald 
House to use as needed.” 

Camelia Causby graduat-
ed from Patton High School 
as an honor graduate, NC 
Scholar, athletic scholar, 
and Ducks Unlimited Varsi-
ty Scholar.   She earned her 
CNA certification through 
WPCC and enters Lenoir-
Rhyne in the fall with ad-
vanced hours.  Camelia 
plans to pursue a BS in 
Nursing.  

Marilyn Boykin graduated 
from Draughn High School. 
She earned her CNA certifi-
cation through WPCC and 
plans to enroll at Catawba 
Valley Community College 
this fall.  Marilyn plans to 
study Dental Hygiene.  

2021 Graduates  
Congratulations! Your SUMC family is so proud of you.  



 

YOUTH  &  KIDS 
This summer we’re joining with FUMC - Morganton for some great opportunities! 

 
Youth will meet Sundays 5-6:30pm  

(June 6 & 13, July 19 & 26) 
@ FUMC Youth Basement 

 
 

Youth Camping Trip  
July 10-13 / Pride RV Campground Waynesville 

Grades 6-12th 
RSVP to Norm  by  June 10  Cost:$30 

 

 

   June 4 & 25,  8pm 
 
   All ages welcome. 
 
Bring chair/blanket, snacks  
(popcorn provided)   200 N. King St. 

Kaitlin Autrey graduated 
from Campbell University 
School of Law with her Juris 
Doctor. She will take the NC 
Bar Exam in July.  Kaitlin’s 
goal is to advocate for children 
through family law and the 
Guardian Ad Litem program. 

Carrie Williams graduated 
from WPCC with an Associ-
ate’s degree in Cosmetology. 
She started a new job with 
Grove Park Inn.  Carrie will 
enroll in the Hospitality Man-
agement program at AB Tech 
this fall. 

Catherine Causby graduated 
Phi Theta Kappa from WPCC 
with an Associate’s degree in 
Science. She will enroll in 
Warren Wilson this fall to con-
tinue her studies and play bas-
ketball for the Owls. 



CHURCH STAFF 
 

Norm Jones, Jr.—Pastor  (rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu) 
Virginia Robinson, Dir. of Music  (robinsonva62@gmail.com) 
Sue Bunch, Pianist  (s_bunch@att.net) 
Zachary Cagle, Office Admin.  (salemumchurch@ymail.com) 

Weekly/Monthly  Happenings at Salem 
(Some activities are returning.  See schedule below for dates) 

Our  Financial  Stewardship: 
 

Thru May 25, 2021 
 

Weekly budget need: $3,875.19 
Yearly Budget needed:  $201,510.00 
Budgeted need to date:  $91,379.00 
Total Received for Budget:    $72,991.87 
Ministry Expenses to Date:   $77,635.40 
 

We are $4,643.53 behind on expenses for the year.       
 

Other Ministry Gifts Received to Date for 2021: 
Backpack Ministry:  $305.00 
Building Fund:    $5,625.00 
Youth:   $2,400.00 
Cemetery Fund: $1,675.00 

     We are serving 9 families, 25 
children, through our Backpack 
Ministry.  
We currently need breakfast items 
(single serve packages of oatmeal, 
grits, breakfast bars, cereal, and pop 
tarts), and desserts (snack cakes, 

granola bars, pudding cups, fruit cups, and jello cups). 
We cannot send home glass jars during the school year. 
 Thank you for all your support.   

Upper Room Devotionals (May/June):  
Are available for pick-up. If you would like one 
mailed to you, please call the church office.   

1 Margaret Gordon 
2 Kathryn Jones 
8 Janet Davis 
10 Brenda Duckworth, Ashley St. Louis 
12 Shirley Simmons 
14 Claire St. Louis 
15 Tom Jarrell 
16 Jackie D. Pruett, Rebecca Shuping, Bill Henry 
19 Doris H. Garrison, 
20 Joyce Gibson 
21  Naaman Jones 
22 Lucas Brown 
26 Mary Ann Propst, Sheila Coffey 
28 Rex Huffman, Charles Autrey 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
10 Jon & Sara Pons 
14 Chris & Cindy Ross 
17 Norm & Kathryn Jones 
29 Hamilton & Jodi Brown  

Dear Lord, hear our prayers…. 
Requests: Mary Carswell, Terry Campbell, JoAnn Patton,   

Gerald & Mozelle Duckworth,  Tom Jarrell, Tony Buchannon, 

Shirley Causby, Joann Ross, Johnnie McLaughlin 

Home Bound:  Millie Avery, Leota Garrison, James Carswell,       

                               Fred Duckworth, Joan Borden 

Nursing Home Residents:                                                                       

 - Hope Ridge Family Care – Doris Garrison                                                                                                               

Gifts given in Memory  or  in Honor (May) 

 
Betty Bunch                 by Doris Ingram 
Clarence & Velna Brendle,                                     by Fred & Kathryn Duckworth 
Fred Duckworth Jr.                                                 by Fred & Kathryn Duckworth 
Keith Ollis                                   by Jerry & Clarice Shuping, Margaret Shell,     
                                               by Bruce & Kay Pollard, Gerald & Kay Duckworth,   
                                               by Joe & Lynda Woody, Sexton & Edith Dale,  
                                                   by Mary Ann Propst, Lisa Propst, & Cary Clark 
Ann Paschal                 by Norm Jones & Family,  John & Linda Woods 
Charles Garrison Sr.                           by Charles & Cheryl Garrison  

June Calendar Dates: 
Weekly:   
         Sun - 10:35 worship, 9:30am SS  
 Mon - 10am Prayer Shawl Min. (Ed Bldg) 
        Wed -10:30am Bible Study(Y th Rm) 
 Fri - 10am Women’s Hispanic Bible study 
 

June 3-  UMW  (all circles in FH) , 7pm 
June 4 - Outdoor Movie, 8pm (FUMC-Morganton) 
June 6 - Youth Group, 5pm  (@ FUMC) 
June 10 - Blood Drive  2:30-7pm (FH) 
June 11-12, 19 -  WNC Annual Conference 
June 12 - SUMC Clean-up/Work Day, 9am  
June 13 - Youth Group, 5pm (@ FUMC) 
June  23 - Choir Practice, 7pm (Sanct) 
June 25 - Outdoor Movie, 8pm (FUMC-Morganton)  

Next   Choir   Practice  
June 23, 7pm  (Sanctuary) 



Church Council Meeting Summary- May 16, 2021 
 

Meeting was called to order @ 16:04 by Charles Autrey who led us in prayer.  Norm deferred devotion time until later.   
 

Committee Reports 
Finance: Bruce Pollard and Wes Bunch repor ted our  budget is looking very good to date. No additional discussion.  
 

Cemetery: Alan Byrd has sprayed headstones for  the season and is just about complete. 
 

Trustees: Bob Harbour  repor ted Trustee Committee met approx. 3 weeks ago. The committee took a look at our  facilities 
and identified some areas for further investigation/repair. 

 Roofing contractor needed to examine/evaluate condition of roofs on all 3 buildings. 

 Lighting on education building needs to be repaired. Some lights are out, need to identify bulb or ballast replacement. May look 
at automatic lighting.  Some GFI outlets are not working. And our blueprints show lights that do not exist. Advise getting electrical 
contractor to assist with recommendations. 

 Fellowship Hall rental fee and guidelines need to be revised. 

 Stained glass windows in Sanctuary need to be repaired. Some are broken and could be hazard to open. 

 Routine maintenance needs to be performed on all gutters and downspouts. 

 Small tires need to be replaced on cooker. 

 Prayer Garden needs maintenance repair. One concrete bench is broken and needs replacing. 

 Playground task force needs to be formed to review/plan/recommend playground remodel. Funds have been donated and con-
tinue to come in. Team should have members with children for optimal input. 
Overgrown vegetation along church property boundaries needs to be cleared. 
Some of the items identified can be resolved/started with a church workday. Workday established for June 12 th. 
Action Items: Bob will move forward with getting estimates on the things not addressed via the workday. 
Bob will begin process of establishing playground team.    Tim Keller will check into bush hog availability.  
Charles will get article into newsletter about workday details.  
 

SPRC: Tim Keller  repor ted on behalf of SPRC. 

 Pastor Norm will be our Pastor for another year. 
Job ad for Music Director was shared with all. The position will is posted until July 1st.  All replies to job ad will be reviewed as 
they are submitted. Salary is not determined, but will be based on experience. 
 

Outreach: Kevin Reinke repor ted the Apr il outreach ($5.00 Sundays) was a great success. The bulletin board with $430.00 
attached was presented to the Suzy Fitzgerald House. The current outreach (Blessing Bags) will continue through May. 
 

-Omar Najera reported on a mission opportunity to provide water to families in Guatemala City. He has rented a water tank to deliv-
er water and fill barrels and asked if SUMC could help.  After additional discussion, it was decided to use 5% from the Covid grant. 
Motion approved to give $1,200 towards this mission. 
-Brief discussion continued with regards to tithing the additional 5% to the Open Hearts Place housing effort. Motion was made and 
approved for $1,200 to Open Hearts Place.  
 

It was also reported that Pregnancy Center Hispanic clients expressed a desire to use one of our church rooms for weekly Hispanic 
bible study.  Elsa and Omar would facilitate study.  There was no objection to use. 
Action Item: Kevin will lead the Blessing Bag outreach and report the status at our next council meeting. 
Omar will get the approved funds delivered to Guatemala in support of the water project. 
 

UMW: Lara Autrey repor ted UMW will begin in-person meeting next month. (June)  The intent to resume semi-normal meet-
ings the first Thursday of each month @ 7pm.  Lara will ensure this info is communicated via newsletter. 
 

UMM: Cary Clark repor ted the men are moving forward with their  annual Ham supper . It might be via a dr ive-through 
format and is tentatively set for the first Saturday in October. Cary will continue to coordinate. 
 

New Business 
 

Homecoming: Pastor  Norm repor ted our  Homecoming is May 30 and a meal catered in the FH.  Masks required, but all sanctu-
ary seating is open.  Leaders affirmed the need to continue to be cautious and observe our guidelines thru June.  
 

-Blood Drive/Covid Shots: Brief discussion took place regarding the possibility of offering the Covid vaccine much like our blood 
drive. Charles will research and report at next council meeting. 
 

Children and Youth: Pastor  Norm expressed concern that our  children and youth are missing oppor tunities for  growing 
their faith. 16 youth were identified and we currently only offer Sunday School. FUMC-Morganton invited us to participate with 
them this summer.  Norm suggests a meeting to explore how we can engage our children, youth, and parents & also how we can 
partner with other churches to present opportunities for our children and youth. 
Action Item: Organize meeting with parents, youth, and Director from FUMC to discuss ways of partnering. 
 

Due to time, Norm suggested we use June meeting to highlight the sermon link he shared and discuss the status of the UMC.  Next 
meeting June 13, 4pm.  Meeting adjourned with prayer. 






