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Salem Scoop
NOTES FROM NORM

Summer is a wonderful time for adventures. While you’re out creating some, I hope you’ll take a few
minutes to immerse yourself in exploring the possibility of being a “good neighbor church.” Last month, several of you were brave enough to join us for a healthy dialogue around the film When God Left the Building.
My hope is this article will spark some additional creative energy among us for how we can be Church to our
community. Be sure to add it to your summer reading and let the adventure begin!

Norm
PS – During June, July, & August your invited to “Rap with the Rev.” in the Fellowship Hall after 11am worship on the 2nd Sunday of each month. (June 11, July 9, Aug. 13). A lite lunch will be offered. This is a great
opportunity to share, ask questions, discuss the sermon, explore more about the witness and mission of our
church, and just get to know one another.

The Good Neighbor Church

by Sue Nilson Kibbey
(posted on churchleadership.com 5/24/17)

A congregation nestled comfortably in the midst of a two-mile radius of middle-class homes strongly desired to reach new people for Christ. They had deep hearts of compassion and felt God speaking to them to become
invitational. To accomplish that goal, they had been investigating the possibility of planting a new worshipping
community on the city’s outskirts, 13 miles away in an area filled with young professionals. A preliminary estimate of the cost to support this plant for the first three years added up to a few hundred thousand dollars.
I asked a simple question and the answer surprised us all. “Have you researched how many of your current
members happen to live within six blocks in any direction of the church here?” The pastor responded immediately,
“Yes, we have done the work of plotting where our congregation lives. Only one family attending here lives within
six blocks. Interestingly, though, no one else does. Everyone else drives in from other neighborhoods.”
Do you know your immediate neighbors?

“Do you happen to be acquainted with who lives in the houses on either side of the church, or the three
houses right across the street? Your neighbors, so to speak?” The room was silent. “How about the four houses
along your parking lot in back? Have you met any of them? What are the names of their children, their pets? Do
they have any needs the church could care for, or any way the church could be good neighbors to them and build
friendships with them? Do they even go to church anywhere?” More silence.
After further contemplation, the pastor and leadership realized it wasn’t necessary to drive miles to the outskirts of the city and invest significant funds to reach the churchless. They had a mission field immediately around
their existing church building that was completely untapped. Perhaps launching a satellite campus in the upscale
suburbs seemed trendier and more glamorous, but simply walking across the street or parking lot to meet and get
acquainted with the church’s neighbors was intimidating yet free — with eternal reward potential.
A Good Neighbor team

A “Good Neighbors” team was formed, composed mostly of the church’s newest members. The team’s
single purpose was to get acquainted with every person or family whose home was within sight of the church
building, a two-block square. The Good Neighbors team would gather to prayer walk the “Neighbors Square” as
they nicknamed it, introducing themselves to the residents who happened to be outside. They identified themselves
as being from the church and simply asked, “How can our church be a good neighbor to you?” They also asked,
“Do you have anything we could pray about for you?”
(see next page)
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Their goal was to make friends. Sometimes they took plates of homemade cookies to share. They
learned the names of children, of cats and dogs. They heard about griefs, challenges, and joys. They occasionally helped change a flat tire. One on the Good Neighbor team went to a court hearing in spiritual support of a
church neighbor. Others on the Good Neighbor team decided to start a quarterly neighborhood birthday party
in the church fellowship hall, and invited the church’s immediate neighbors and their families for one afternoon of celebrating every neighbor’s birthday at the same time. Many others in the congregation attended and
brought cards; some even brought small gifts. A few neighbors from houses down the street — not on the
Good Neighbors team’s route – heard about the party and unexpectedly showed up as well. They were immediately added.
Eventually several of the church’s neighborhood residents were spotted sitting in worship with their
new friends from the Good Neighbors team. Some of the children attended Vacation Bible School. And at the
fall all-church vision dinner, the pastor had two members of the Good Neighbors team share stories of their
experiences. The congregational response was so enthusiastic that his church eventually developed several additional Good Neighbors teams to befriend an entire six-block square area around itself. The teams each took
spiritual responsibility to help the church become a loving, relational neighbor to those living in its immediate
mission field. A few months ago, the pastor baptized a mother and her four children whose home he can see
from the church’s office window, and they have all become deeply involved in church life. A weekly Good
Neighbors Bible study has started on three of the blocks, led by individuals serving on those teams.
Who are your church’s neighbors, literally?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

WNC Annual Conference
June 22-25 @ Lake Junaluska
Please be in prayer for this annual gathering, delegates attending, and the
business and worship which takes place. We are very blessed to have 4 delegates representing Salem UMC this year!
Lara Autrey – SUMC Lay Delegate
Norm Jones – SUMC Clergy Delegate
Marilyn Boykin – District Youth Delegate
Courtney Causby – District Young Adult Delegate

SCHOOL’s OUT & The ICE CREAM
IS ON US!

Salem UMC Blood Drive
Friday June 9th, 2:30—7 pm

Friday, June 9: 11:30am – until

Consider giving the gift of life.
Sign up online at www.redcrossblood.org
and enter sponsor code: salemumc OR
contact Margaret Carswell @ 828-4376185 or Rhonda McCoy @ 828-391-4028

SUMC and the Witness Ministry Team will sponsor
a drive-thru Ice Cream giveaway.

If you would like to help bless students as they
begin their summer with a
simple act of kindness, please
email Norm
(rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu)
or call the church office. Servants are needed to handout ice
cream btwn. 11:30-12:30 that
day. Donations are also appreciated to cover our cost.

Weekly/Monthly Happenings at Salem
Deeper WaterBible Study
Meets Wed. at 10 :30am in youth
room. All are welcome!

The Remnant
This Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 6
pm in the Parlor.
Everyone is welcome.

Prayer Shawls are tangible reminders of God's love, comfort, and peace, and
can be given for many reasons.
The group meets Monday from 10 - 11:30am All are welcome.

Grades 6th-12th

Sundays 5-7 pm

If you know who needs a shawl contact Bonnie Bender or Margaret Carswell

Christ Bread

A monthly program for all retirees and older adults does not
meet during JUNE-AUGUST

Burke United Christian Ministries
Join us1st Tuesday of each month at 3:30pm as we
serve dinner at BUCM. BUCM is an ecumenical
ministry serving the needs of our neighbors in crisis
or (305 West Union St.) www.bucm.net

UMW meet first Thursdays of each month, 7pm.
UMW Hosts for June
Cora Ora– home of Lynda Woody
Mary Alice– home of Dian Goodnight
Sadie Rosemary– home of Rita Bowman
Lois Velna– Meets Third Tuesday each month in the fellowship hall at 10 am

Mom’s
Time

HISTORICAL HELP NEEEDED!
All moms need a break from
time to time. Moms of little ones
In recently reviewing some handwritten
come join us for coffee and felnotes regarding our church history, we stumbled
lowship, Friday, July 7, 10am.
upon the following phrase regarding Salem
(Childcare provided).
Church: "The original campground was located

in Mr. S.(Solomon) H. Hoyle's pasture in the
year 1780. Plans were made in 1784 for a log
church that was built in 1800."
Traditionally we have used the date of
the log church (1800) as our founding. We’re
looking for anyone who might know more or
have access to anything which would help substantiate or refute this statement. If this is accurate, our church is not only 20 years older than
we imagined, it would also be the first Methodist Church in Burke County & the oldest Methodist Church in NC west of the Catawba River!
If you can aid in the search to piece together this
puzzle
please
contact the
church
office or
Doris Ingram.
Thank
You!

Youth Sunday 2017 & Meal for Burke Hospice House

VBS 2017 NEWS- July 30-Aug 2
Maker Fun Factory is coming to Salem UMC. Kids will discover
that God made them the way they are and God built them each for a
special purpose in His world! We want YOU to be apart of the fun and
exploration! You can register your child (ages 2-12) online at https://
vbspro.events/p/events/86de09. You can also visit this website and sign
up to volunteer. Youth (6th-12th grade) are also invited to join the fun
this week for their own special activities and programs each night!
Our next planning meeting will be Monday June 5th at 7 pm in the youth room!
Needed items: There will be a bin in the hallway outside the nursery for donated craft and supply items. We
need: empty aluminum cans, paper towel rolls, toilet paper rolls, glue sticks, tape, construction paper, and polyester fiberfill. If you know of someone that could help us get large pieces of paper, cardboard, and foam
board, we can use it!!Also, if you have any colorful tables, lamps, chairs, or decorations you would be willing
to let us borrow for decorations, please see Kathryn.
Decorating Party: Join us Friday July 28, 6pm to help transform our classrooms and hallways into Salem's
Fun Factory of discovery and exploration!
Save the date:
The fun begins Sunday, July 30th starting with dinner each night at 6 pm. VBS will continue through
Wednesday night (8/2) ending with a program, hot dogs, and homemade ice cream!
6/4 Joint Youth Cookout at Denton’s. Meet at SUMC at
4:45pm. Bring dessert to share
6/11 Salem Youth, 5pm
6/18 Father’s Day - No youth.
6/25 Salem Youth, 5pm
7/2 Salem Youth, 5pm
7/9 Salem Youth, 5pm
7/16-7/22 Carolina Cross Mission Trip (Casar, NC)
7/23 Share in worship, Out to lunch after worship
7/30 VBS begins - Norm leads youth, 6pm
Check out these SUMMER FUN events for Salem Kids! Please make plans to
join us and sign up.
~June 11, 3 pm- Messy Games– get ready to get messy. Bring a towel

and a change of clothes because we will get messy. Also bring a plain tshirt to tye-dye. (Sign up with Kathryn by June 4)
~July 11– South Mountain Hike and Picnic– Meet at the church at 9 am to carpool to South
Mtn State Park for hiking, exploring, a program and a picnic. (Sign up by July 2)
~August 7– Hickory Splash Park. Meet at chur ch at 9 am as we car pool over to the Kiwanis
Splash park in Hickory for lots of cool fun in the sun! Pack a picnic lunch and bring a friend!
(Sign up with Kathryn by August 2)

Dear Lord, hear our prayers….
Prayers & Concerns: Millie Avery, Dylan Bollinger, Dakota & Kristen Campbell, Kathryn Duckworth, Betty Jean Kincaid, Pam Keller, Hope Kelley, Don Lovelace, Mark
McGhinnis, Sarah Morrow, Nicole Nelson, Gertrude Race,
Joe Roper, Sherrie Rose, Modean Smith, Ann Thompson,
Virginia Thompson , Mitchell Williams, Lynda Woody
Homebound:
Marie Causby, Johnny Hoke, Mary Wilson
Mildred Mull
Nursing Home Residents:
~Grace Heights– Betty Gibbs, Mabel Hoke
~Autumn Care– Joe Carver
~College Pines– Elsie Roper, Avis Williams
~The Brian Center of Spruce Pine– Helen McGee
~Hope Ridge Family Care– Nell Causby

Servant Leaders for June

Acolytes:
4– Ellie Shuping
11– Luke Brown
18– Ronin Smith
25– Faith Pons
Usher Captains:
4 Dylan Carswell
11 - Dobie Kelly
18- Bruce Pollard
25- Tim Keller
Reader for 11 am
4– Jodi Brown
11-Dobie Kelly
18-Kacey Hensley
25– Melissa Causby
Nursery
4- 10 am– Carrie Williams & Barbara Lowe
11 am– Kathryn Jones & Edith Dale
11- 10 am—Lara Autrey & Kacey Hensley
11 am– Sara Pons & Tim Hampton
18- 10 am—Nikki Carswell & Marilyn Davis
11 am Joyce Gibson & Kathryn Jones
25- 10 am—Joyanne Benfield & Doris M. Garrison
11 am– Muriel McNeilly & Rebecca Shuping

UMCOR RELIEF KITS MISSION
OPPORTUNITY

1
2
3
7
8
9
10
11
12
15
16
17
19
20
21
22
23
26
27
28

Margaret Gordon
Barbara Goines, Kathryn Jones
Kara Mitchell
Gilbert Kincaid
Janet Davis
Chasity Poteat-Lehn
Brenda Duckworth
Mary Ellen Orders
Shirley Simmons
Tom Jarrell
Jackie D. Pruett, Rebecca Shuping
Matthew Pearson
Doris H. Garrison, Joe Harbour
Joyce Gibson
Naaman Jones
Brenda Murdock
Chris Causby
Mary Ann Propst, Sheila Coffey
Kevin Lowdermilk
Rex Huffman

Salem KIDS count coins for Heifer International.
Together we collected $345 to bless families around
the world by providing food and income. Our kids
decided to purchase 1 sheep, 1 pig, 3 rabbits, a flock
of chicks, and 1 share of a buffalo.

Many women do not have swaddling clothes
with which to welcome their child into the world.
Our United Methodist Women are collecting items
to assemble Layette Kits for UMCOR. This hands
on mission project is part of their Spiritual Growth
Retreat offering at Lake Junaluska June 16-17. They
are collecting items needed as well as monetary donations for these items. A list of items needed can
be found at the Opportunity Corner in the sanctuary
or online at http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/ReliefSupplies/Relief-Supply-Kits/Layette. Contract Lara
Autrey or Bonnie Bender for more info. Thanks for
helping share Christ to the world!

June 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

UMW Circles
Home Mtgs. 7pm

Join us 2nd Tuesdays to spread joy to our
shut-in and homebound (June 6, 10am)

4

4pm Fin. Peace
(Parlor)
Youth Joint
Cookout 5:45pm
Denton’s UMC

11

12:15pm Rap w/
Rev (FH)
3pm Salem Kids
4pm Fin. Peace
(Parlor)
5pm Youth
5pm UMM

4pm Fin. Peace
(Parlor)
No Youth

18

Prayer Shawl
10am (Ed Bldg)
6:30pm Prayer
Group (Ed Bldg)
6 pm Girl Scouts

5

12

Prayer Shawl
10am (Ed Bldg)
6:30pm Prayer
Group (Ed Bldg)
6pm Girl Scouts
(FH/Sanct))

19

Prayer Shawl
10am (Ed Bldg)
6:30pm Prayer
Group (Ed Bldg)

6

10am Visit Shut
Ins (Yth Rm)
11:30am Reading
Buddies pic(SES)
3:30 pm BUCM
meal
6 pm Praise Team

6pm
Praise Team

Fri

13

7

10:30am Bible
Study (Yth Rm)
12:30pm Staff Mtg
Bible Study– 6pm
(Parlor)
Choir 7:15

14

10:30am Bible
Study (Yth Rm)

Bible Study– 6pm
(Parlor)
Choir 7:15

20 10:30am Bible 21

10am Lois Velna
UMW (FH)
6pm Praise Team

8

Study (Yth Rm)

Sat

8:30am Mom’s
Coffee (Yth Rm)

2

3

9

10

School Ice Cream
Giveaway 11:30am
(outside)
2:30-7pm Red
Cross BloodDrive

15
Card Class 9am 3pm FH

22

16
UMW Spiritual Retreat

23

Bible Study– 6pm
(Parlor)
Choir 7:15

Annual Conference at Lake Junaluska

25

4pm Fin. Peace
5pm Youth

26

Prayer Shawl
10am (Ed Bldg)
6:30pm Prayer
Group (Ed Bldg)

6pm
Praise Team

27

28

10:30am Bible
Study (Yth Rm)

29

Bible Study– 6pm
(Parlor)
Choir 7:15

Norm Away on Vacation June 26-July 1

17

30

24

