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NOTES  FROM  NORM 
 

Lord Jesus, I give you my hands to do your work. 
I give you my feet to go your way. 

I give you my eyes to see as you do. 
I give you my tongue to speak your words.  

I give you my mind that you may think in me. 
I give you my spirit that you may pray in me. 

Above all, I give you my heart that you may love in me, your Father, and all humankind. 
I give you my whole self that you may grow in me, So that it is you, Lord Jesus, who live and work and pray in me.  Amen 

(prayer attributed to Lancelot Andrewes, 17th Century English Bishop) 

 
 

 Someone once said prayer is like the world’s largest yet most intimate AA meeting - you’re unsure you 

want to be there but you know you need to be there, so you begin.  Over the last year, we have been increas-

ingly aware of our need for prayer.  During the pandemic, when much of communication and gathering was 

online only, it was prayer request emails I sent out that received more responses than any others. 

 
Prayer is so vast and can take many forms.  Sometimes our prayer takes the form of written or traditional 

prayers that we might pray regularly.  Imagine if we all began our day with the words of Andrewes prayer 

above.  All of the Bible can be prayed.  We can enter into any Bible story and make it a prayer.  We read 

about Jesus on the road and a blind man crying out.  We might ask who is crying out for help in our world 

or contemplate our own blindness.  Most often, when we hear the word prayer we think of intercession for a 

particular person or circumstance.  Sometimes those are received from our prayer card offerings in worship. 
 

I’m pleased to share with you that last month we have added another way of communicating and sharing 

prayer needs.  Our website now has a prayer request tool where anyone anywhere in the world can submit a 

request for prayer.  Unless requested otherwise, your request is confidential and if you choose, you can also 

be contacted.  To access the online prayer request feature, simply visit sumcm.org, scroll over the resources 
tab, and select prayer requests.  You can also share the link with friends or neighbors who might need sup-

port.  We hope you’ll find it simple and useful.  It’s just another small way we can continue to lift one another 

to the light.   

     Let us pray… 
     Salem UMC | Prayer Request (sumcm.org)  
     www.sumcm.org/newsresources/prayer-request 

SPRC  Pastor   Appointment News 

       Tim Keller shared this news during a May worship service.  But, for any who may have missed it, this month marks the 

beginning of our sixth year together in ministry.  It is hard to believe we’ve now shared five years together.  So much has 
happened in that time.  I’m honored to serve a congregation of “love in action” and Kathryn and I are grateful for the ways 
you continue to express that to our family.  We are hopeful as we continue to creatively emerge from this pandemic and live 
into a new normal.  Below is the official Staff Parish announcement:   

We are pleased to share with you the Bishop & Cabinet of the WNCC of the UMC have noti-
fied us that Pastor Norm will be appointed to Salem UMC for a sixth year beginning July 1. 
They believe this to be a favorable match in reviewing appointments to match the missional 
needs and gifts of each community.  We look forward to sharing together in ministry for 
another year!  

Please be in prayer for all congregations and clergy facing moves this month.  Moving and 
changes in leadership are never easy; but during a pandemic, it is definitely a challenge.   

https://www.sumcm.org/newsresources/prayer-request


NEW  SUMC  T-shirts  
 

Great to wear when serving others or any occasion.   
 

Contact the church office to get yours today!   
Available in size S-XXL at a cost of  $9   

 
(as pictured. Shirt color: Kiwi/Lime) 

NEW  Worship / Programs Update:  (6/27/21) 
 We look forward to welcoming you back to SUMC!   

Beginning July 4, masks are welcome but no longer required for attending church programs.   
-However, as we relax this standard, we do ask that everyone wear masks during congregational songs in July. 
-Anyone is welcome to continue masking but those who have not been vaccinated should continue to mask.  
Thank you for continuing to be mindful of the health of all persons including our kids.   

 

 Guidelines : 
-If you feel sick OR experience any symptoms related to C-19, please do not attend!   
 -Masks must be worn during congregational singing.   
 -Consider stepping outside for extended conversations or greeting. 
 -You may place your offering at the altar before/during/after service 
 

Other procedures: 
-New purification system has been installed in all buildings. 
-Our building is cleaned weekly by Mobile Services 
-We will spray to disinfect before the service 
-Nursery is open for family use, but not staffed.  
- Assume everyone wants to maintain safe distance unless given permission. 
 

Thank you for your help and patience as we navigate new territory together! 

      Facility Needs  
 

The importance of outdoor facilities has also 

been evident during the pandemic.  Replacing 
and restoring our playground area has been 

identified as an important need for our kids and 
community.  The estimated cost for a reasona-

ble commercial playground with high-quality 
PVC coating is $8,650.  We hope to raise an 

additional $2000 for installation costs. 

          As of June 25 over $9,400 has been 

received toward the playground!  If you are 
able to give something beyond your regular 

offering please consider making a gift to the 
playground.  Thank you for your consideration 

& continued generosity.   

TEKOA  FOOTHILLS 
 

Thanks to a scholarship from our 
former Camp McCall and generous 

gifts to our Youth Fund we are send-
ing 9 kids to summer camp this 

month at Tekoa Foothills near Casar, 
NC where they will enjoy outdoor 
adventures, devotions and worship.  
They aren’t all attending the same 

week in July, but do remember these 
kids in prayer.  Jacob and Madison 

Blair, Bentley Burhans, Darcy Cabe, 
Isabel Jones, Brady Keller and 

friend, Ronin and Portia Smith.  For 
many it will be their first extended 

time away from home.   
 

(Pictured: we offered a blessing over 
several of our campers during worship 

on June 27)  

As we return to programs at SUMC, you’re invited to join us for a  
Wednesday morning Bible Study  at 10:30am in the Parlor (Ed Bldg) 

 

What to expect: 

-No preparation is required.   
-Each week we will read a passage from 
the OT, Psalms, Gospels, and NT Letters. 
-We read a passage and reflect together. 
-Bring an open heart and mind and ready to share or listen. 



Change the World - Devo #5 
by Mike Slaughter   

 

“The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. He thought to himself, What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.”  
(Luke 12:16-17 NRSV) 

 

 Living environments that are cluttered and crammed with stuff are not practical , nor do they honor God. 
How can we justify spending excessively on homes that are far larger than we need and lots of stuff to fill those 
homes when one child dies every four seconds of a hunger-related cause?  Will we continue to seek after more and 
more stuff while Jesus is calling us to follow him in costly, sacrificial discipleship?  Let’s reclaim and recommit to 
the mission of Jesus by eliminating the clutter in our homes and lives.   
 I challenge us to adopt what Kim Miller has called “mud ’n’ spit theology.” In John 9, Jesus combined  a 
handful of mud and a mouthful of spit as a creative medium for miraculously giving sight to a blind man. Jesus used 

what he already had to provide what was so desperately needed.  With this inspiration, we can press hard into the belief that more money, 
more space, and more things aren’t what we need to make our surroundings and our lives meaningful and satisfying.  All we need are just 
a few resources and a little creativity? 

Ask yourself: 
What things can I do without? What is nonessential? What can be eliminated? 
What meaningless things and activities are wasting my time and energy, and resources? 
What do I need (as opposed to want) and where can I acquire these items for much less than retail price? 
What things or services am I purchasing that I can create or do myself? 
What can I repurpose or reuse? (repurposing and resourcefulness is economically and environmental sound theology) 

Will change begin with you? All it takes is one healthy person who makes a commitment to simplify. Then, one by one, others will take 
note of the contentment and peace in your life and will choose to follow your lead.  
 

Consider the question above. What changes can you make to reduce in your home, your heart, and your life? 

Guatemala - International Mission Initiatives 
 

We believe God calls us to love in action locally & globally.  During the pandemic, Guatemala has repeatedly emerged as an area 
of focus and opportunity.  Not only do we have a couple participating at SUMC, but Burke County has a sizeable Guatemalan 
community, and Rev. Dana McKim at FUMC has been a leader in Guatemalan missions for over a decade.  We’re excited to 
share a threefold opportunity for you to be involved in ministry with the people of Guatemala.   
 
Water Project - Our own Omar Pazzettie began responding to a need of many 
families just outside Guatemala City who had been without clean water for 
months.  The past 2 months, Omar organized and paid for tanker trucks of 
clean water to be delivered and fill family water barrels.  Our church donation 
in May helped to provide 3 trucks of water to approximately 150 families una-
ble to afford it.  If you would like to continue purchasing water, make dona-
tions to SUMC and mark it for “Guatemala water.” 
 
Sponsor a Child’s Education - Families must pay for their children to go to 
school.  After 6th grade, many drop out because of they have to walk to anoth-
er village for instruction and due to lack of funds.  The Living Heritage Foun-
dation believes the only living her itage we pass to next generations is edu-
cation.  Their education initiative targets 5 key areas:  education, health care, 
clean water, small business development, and environment conservation.  A student’s annual fees (tuition, shoes, supplies, and 
backpack) range from $450-$875 per student.  For less than $50 a month you can make a huge difference.     
 Our hope is that individuals and households might be moved to adopt a student and provide a year’s worth of education 

for children in poor rural communities.  Our goal for 2021 is that we 
would have at least 5 students sponsored.  Those who are willing to 
sponsor should contact Pastor Norm for more details and he will connect 
you with Living Heritage Foundation.  Sponsors will receive a quarterly 
letter and grades from their student.   
    https://www.facebook.com/TheLivingHeritageFoundation 
 
2022 Mission Trip - Rev. Dana McKim at FUMC-Morganton is on the 
board for the Living Heritage Foundation.  You can trust that LHF is a 
reputable ministry that empowers local communities.   
C-19 cancelled plans for an FUMC mission/building team last year to 
travel to Guatemala and help erect a rural fire station.  Dana is working 
on plans to revive that trip for 2022 and would welcome participation 

from SUMC.  If you feel led to participate on a building team next year with FUMC, begin praying now.  As soon as any definite 
plans are known, they will be announced.   



 

YOUTH  &  KIDS 
This summer we’re joining with FUMC - Morganton for some great opportunities! 

 
Youth will meet Sundays 5-6:30pm  

(July 19 & 26) 
@ FUMC Youth Basement 

 
 

Youth Camping Trip  
July 10-13 / Pride RV Campground Waynesville 
Grades 6-12th Cost:$30 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL -  Yes, it’s summer. But instead of sleeping in on Sunday, classes for kids 
and youth have returned.  Come join us @ 9:30am (@ SUMC) 

Following  a Call 
Emily Shuping, a rising senior at Patton, discovered how to match her passion with the needs of those around her.  She created Hanging with Ewe, a 

nonprofit ministry where she, her mom and younger sister Ellie assist special needs children with caring for sheep and lambs and eventually show 

them at competitions.  The Shuping family has been involved with sheep-showing competitions for many years.   
 

Emily started the program called Hanging with Ewe in 2020, during COVID when she was having trouble with finding opportunities for citizenship 

and service to list on applications.  She and her mom came up with the idea to work with the special needs kids.  The kids come in and we let them 

play with the lambs, work with the lambs and, in the end, they get to go and show their skills off to everybody.   
 

Rebecca Shuping has taught children with special needs for a long time.  As a teacher at North Liberty, Rebecca has seen how animal therapy can 

really help those students.  She believes this program is a great way for her daughters to work with the kids while doing something they enjoy.  Being 

able to visit her mom’s classroom, Emily was able to work with some of these children and found a passion she didn’t know she had.  She says the 

kids learn a lot about taking care of the animals while making friendships and developing their skills. 
 

Kids come out two days a week on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 6-8 p.m. and work with the lambs and just spend time with their friends.  “It’s their 

home and they just love to do it … I thank God for helping me to get this program 

started and for all the sponsors that help put on the shows and provide all of the 

children with prizes at each show.” 
 

We started last year with three kids and within the first month, we almost tripled. 

Without our sponsors, we just couldn’t go. Emily gets prizes for the kids for every 

show.  Every time they show and come out of the ring, they get ribbons, special priz-

es, T-shirts, buckets, cups with the Hanging with Ewe logo.  Not all the kids have 

special needs, but they all love the lambs and want to be around them.  Cameron 

Fisher says, for her son, “doing something hands-on like this has made a world of 

difference with him. He loves animals and they teach him.  They do the water buck-

ets, they fill them up, they clean the stalls, they put the halters up, they wash and 

shampoo the lambs, they shave the lambs.  It’s not just coming over and walking the 

sheep around.  There just aren’t a lot of activities out there for kids with special 

needs so this program has been a blessing.” 
 

The program is free to join and is open to children of all ages.  Although the program works with kids with special needs, it is open to children who do 

not have special needs.  For more information on the Hanging with Ewe program, visit the Facebook page at Hanging with Ewe.  If you are interested 

in supporting or sponsoring this ministry contact Emily or Rebecca Shuping directly.   

  July 9 & 23,  8:45pm 
  (All ages welcome) 
 
Bring chair/blanket, snacks  
(popcorn provided)   200 N. King St. 



CHURCH STAFF 
 

Norm Jones, Jr.—Pastor  (rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu) 
Virginia Robinson, Dir. of Music  (robinsonva62@gmail.com) 
Sue Bunch, Pianist  (s_bunch@att.net) 
Zachary Cagle, Office Admin.  (salemumchurch@ymail.com) 

Weekly/Monthly  Happenings at Salem 
(Some activities are returning.  See schedule below for dates) 

Our  Financial  Stewardship: 
 

Thru June 29, 2021 
 

Weekly budget need: $3,875.19 
Yearly Budget needed:  $201,510.00 
Budgeted need to date:  $100,755.00 
Total Received for Budget:    $94,343.12 
Ministry Expenses to Date:   $93,231.58 
 

We are $1,111.54 ahead of expenses for the year.       
 

Other Ministry Gifts Received to Date for 2021: 
Backpack Ministry:  $350.00 
Building Fund:    $8,655.00 
Youth:   $3,500.00 
Cemetery Fund: $2,050.00 

     We are serving 9 families, 25 
children, through our Backpack 
Ministry.  We are in need of funds 
or items donated.  We currently 
need breakfast items (single serve 
packages of oatmeal, grits, breakfast 
bars, cereal, and pop tarts), and des-

serts (snack cakes, granola bars, pudding cups, fruit 
cups, and jello cups).  Thank you for your support!   

Upper Room Devotionals (July/Aug):  
Are available for pick-up. If you would like one 
mailed to you, please call the church office.   

2 Miranda Cole 
3 Steven St. Louis 
6 Tracy Benfield 
9 Keith Garrison, Sara Pons 
17 Alana Parks 
20 Shirley Causby 
24 Tim McGhinnis 
25 Beulah Duckworth 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
17 Ronny & Caroline Causby 
20 Cary Clark & Lisa Propst 
20 Sexton & Edith Dale 

Dear Lord, hear our prayers…. 
Requests: Mary Carswell, Terry Campbell, JoAnn Patton,   

Gerald & Mozelle Duckworth,  Larry Koon, Shirley Causby, 

Joan Ross, Johnnie McLaughlin, Sue Bunch, Garland Ross, 

Trey Crowe, Steve Stroup, Frank Reinke 

Home Bound:     Millie Avery, Leota Garrison, James Carswell,       

                               Fred Duckworth, Joan Borden 

Nursing Home : - Hope Ridge – Doris Garrison                                                                                                               

Gifts given in Memory  or  in Honor (June) 

 
Keith Ollis                                 by Margaret Carswell  
                                                 by Tina Herald  
                                                 by Lisa Crawford  
                                                     by Alan & Joann Byrd 
    by Barbara Sellars 
Keith Ollis & Marie Carden   by Troy & Joann Patton 
Keith Ollis & Betty Bunch &  Glenn Causby    by Beulah  & Debbie Duckworth  
Norman Garrison   by Chris, Keith, Josh, & Morgan 
Keith Ollis & Glenn Causby  by  Fred & Kathryn  Duckworth 
Glenn Causby    by Bruce & Kay Pollard, Joe & Lynda Woody 

July Calendar Dates: 
Weekly:   
         Sun - 10:35 worship, 9:30am Sunday School  
 Mon - 10am Prayer Shawl Min. (Ed Bldg) 
        Wed -10:30am Bible Study (Parlor) 
 

July 1-  UMW  (all circles in FH) , 7pm 
July 9– Outdoor community movie, 8:45pm (FUMC) 
July 12 - Church Council Mtg (FH), 4pm 
July 18 - Youth Group, 5pm  (@ FUMC) 
July 23– Outdoor community movie, 8:45pm (FUMC) 
July 25 - Sunday Lunch ? 
 -Youth Group, 5pm (@ FUMC) 
July  28 - Choir Practice, 7pm (Sanct) 

 

Next   Choir   Practice  
July 28, 7pm  (Sanctuary) 

Join us for lunch  
and fellowship  

(date TBD) 
after worship

(11:35am) in FH 



A fresh take on an old parable 
(reflection posted by Carl Henshaw 5/24/21) 

 

We found this lamb hiding under a bank of the creek that runs along the back of our property this morning. This is the near bank, which means 
she could not be seen from our side of the creek - we had to wade the creek or jump the bank to see her. She was not making a sound, and it 
took some careful counting to realize she was missing, and some careful searching to find her. 
 

The scene we encountered this morning included all the sheep except four being right where they should be, in the barnyard. But the electric 
fence at the back of the pasture had been vandalized. It was lying on the ground and had wool all over it. The hay feeder had been flipped upside 
down, and the water in the waterer was all muddy. Someone had been committing some mischief. 
 

And then this ewe lamb was hiding from us. She was with another, older ewe, who was standing in the brush on the far side of the creek, barely 
visible. 
 

You would be excused if you thought that these sheep were up to no good. The evidence is all there. Something had destroyed the fence, and 
these two ewes had made a series of bad decisions that culminated in them leaving the flock and ending up in the creek in the rain. Clearly, 
these two are bad news.  
 

But that’s only because you don’t know what actually happened. What actually happened is that we have a new 18-month-old sheepdog who 
will be a good dog someday, but today he was a very bad dog. We left him in the backyard unsupervised for two hours early this morning. Except 
he didn’t stay in the backyard; he went through a hole in the fence, showing our other two dogs how to follow, and they entertained themselves 
by running the sheep. The first we noticed was when we went to let the dogs in and discovered they were missing. Then we saw a dead ewe 
lying in the far corner of the pasture. They had run her to death. That’s what led to us counting the sheep in the barnyard; we had to know 
whether there were any more sheep missing.  
 

The Christians among you should know the parable of the lost sheep. In it, Jesus tells of a shepherd who notices that he is missing one of his 
hundred sheep, and searches for it until it is found and returned to the flock. If we are being particularly insightful we note that sheep aren’t 
simply misplaced; they end up where they are by walking, so — we say — this lost sheep had wandered away from the flock, and therefore we 
should diligently seek out and help those who have gotten to where they are through their own poor decisions.  
 

This is probably wrong. 
 

Sheep don’t wander away from the flock. It isn’t in their nature. A sheep who has left the flock left 
because it was driven away. It was terrified and did not know where to look for safety, so it ran. 
And the reason it was terrified is usually due to poor shepherding — the shepherd has led the flock 
to a pasture where there are predators, or has left it out in a storm. Or the shepherd has neglected 
that hole in the fence and left unsupervised a young, inexperienced sheepdog, who is supposed to 
be a helper but has discovered that terrorizing sheep is darned fun. And then that shepherd went 
back to bed.  
 

In other words, very often the person we are to seek out is not “lost”, and is not missing because 
he or she made poor decisions. They left because we drove them away. They did not look or talk or 
think or love like we do, and we did not create spaces they felt safe in. We looked the other way 
when they weren’t admitted to school because they weren’t a “good fit”, or they were given a 
hard time because they were a woman in a man’s job or a man in a woman’s job. We did not invite 
them into our neighborhoods, or our clubs, or our churches. When they were harassed by police we told ourselves that it was their fault for 
being where they were, behaving how they behaved. If they would just make different choices, they could help themselves.  
 

This lamb was hiding from a predator who terrified her and had killed one of her sisters, and that was not her fault. It was ours.  
 

If you would seek the lost sheep, first admit that you may be part of the reason they aren’t already here.  

THANK YOU  

Dear Salem UMC, 
 Thank you very much for your generous donation to Open Hearts Place. Your church is a part of a project that is going to 
change families. Construction has started and we are interviewing potential tenants. We are so thankful to have your church partnering 
with us on this project. We feel like this is what God wants us to be doing. Please keep OHP and our potential families in your prayers.  
May God Bless your church,    ~ Open Hearts Place Board 
 
Dear Salem Methodist Church, 
 I want to express a Thank You to the entire congregation for supporting all those low-income families without water.  The 
$1200 Omar Pazzettie sent us was distributed the following way: 6 tanker trucks of water supplied nearly 300 families with water in 
surrounding villages of Guatemala City.  Our ELIR organization is grateful to the leadership of Salem  Methodist Church. 
      Sincerely,  Ana Marcela Castro Conde 
 
Salem UMC, 
 Burke United Christian Ministries sincerely thanks you for your kindness and generosity.  With your donation we can provide 
175 meals daily, assist a family in crisis with a power bill, and provide a shower, toiletries, and clothes to a homeless person. 
      Sheila Young,  Finance Director 


