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Notes from Norm 
 

“Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot (son of Haran), and his son Abram’s wife, Sarai his daughter-in-law. They left Ur of 
the Chaldeans for the land of Canaan, and arriving at Haran, they settled there.”     (Gen. 11:31) 

 
 During opening worship at Annual Conference last month, Bishop Ruben 
Saenz, Jr. told a masterful story of his desire to quit his little league baseball team at 
age 9.  He would always show for practice and try his best.  But, he never received 
any playing time.  Only the 11 and 12 year-olds would actually play during games and 
Ruben was basically left to serve as the equipment manager.  About halfway through 
the season, he informed his dad it was no longer fun or worth it.  He was just going 
to quit.   
 “My father however,” he said, “had an uncanny ability to always see the long 
view, a bigger picture than just the present.”  He probably would have let me quit 
and would have been disappointed in me.  But his advice, which I followed that day 
and has stayed with me since, was this:  Don’t quit.  You made this commitment for 
the season and joined this team.  At least finish what you started.  If you decide not 
to play next year, that’s fine.  But don’t quit.  If you quit now, if you quit this, you will 
set yourself up to develop a habit and behavior of quitting that will follow you the 
rest of your life.  Whenever anything doesn’t go your way, or your feelings are hurt, 
or you are just unmotivated, you will quit.   
 Saenz didn’t quit and he finished the season toting around the ball/bat bags for the team.  He later not-
ed that in a few years, he went on to lead his league in both homeruns and strikeouts.   
 It’s a remarkable metaphor for the Church and our own lives.  As Saenz noted, Abraham was entirely 
content to stop halfway.  But God stepped in at Haran and helped him to see the long view.  Let’s face it.  We’ve 
all had moments where we’ve just been ready to give up, to quit, go home, or move on.  Within the last two 
years, that may have felt especially true with regard to the United Methodist Church.   

At Salem UMC, we are truly at a crossroads.  Things have changed significantly with regard to our mem-
bership and activity.  Some have already “quit.”  Others would be remiss if they didn’t admit to have at least con-
sidered it.  Yet, I would commend to us all to consider “the long view.”  Sure, things may not look like what we 
hoped for, or even what they once were.  But imagine where God might be taking us if we just decide to finish 
the journey we’ve started.   

I’m encouraged by a significant number of new faces and families who have started to find a worship 
home at Salem.  We have some remarkably called and gifted people in our pews.  What lies ahead as we seek to 
follow in the footsteps of the Savior might just be the “homerun” we’ve always yearned for.  How about it my 
friend?  As we begin another year together, let’s take the long view.  Let’s be the Church God envisioned.   

  



2019 WNC Annual Conference Summary 
 
 

Channeling Mother Teresa in his closing message to the WNC Conference on Sunday, Bishop Paul Leeland 
proclaimed “There is only one God, and He is the God of all.  Therefore it is important that everyone is seen equal be-
fore God.  Did you hear that?  Everyone is seen as equal before God.  And then she said, I’ve always said we should 

help a Hindu become a better Hindu.  And we should help a Muslim become a 
better Muslim.  And we should help a Christian become a better Christian.  I 
love all religions, but I’m in love with my own.  If people become better Hindus 
and better Muslims by our acts of love, then there is something else growing 
here and they come closer and closer to God.  And when they come closer, they 
have to choose.  Each of us must decide how we’re going to worship.  And in my 
case, the religion that I live and I practice is the Christian faith.  It’s my life and 
my joy, the greatest proof of God’s love for me.”   
 
Sunday’s closing worship capped off an Annual Conference themed: “Trust & 
Obey.”  Over the course of four days, WNCC delegates shared in worship and 

holy conferencing, elected delegates to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences, ordained and commissioned 
new candidates for ministry, approved a $16.2 million dollar budget for 2020, received special offerings for hurricane 
recovery efforts in FL & NC, celebrated reports from various ministries and agencies, and officially fixed clergy ap-
pointments for the 2019-20 year.  

 The actions and votes of this AC took a remarkable turn in response to the vote of the special General Confer-
ence on issues of human sexuality.  All 20 Laity and 20 Clergy elected to serve as delegates for 2020 General & Juris-
dictional Conferences identify as moderate or progressive.   

Among the petitions passed: 
-a resolution requesting the bishop and cabinet take a proactive role in facilitating gender equity for the appointment of   
     male and female clergy,  
-a request from the Mission Engagement Team establishing a Child Advocacy Coalition to educate and equip churches   
     to respond to the needs of children in WNC,  
-a request to petition the General Conference to change the Constitutional language involving Jurisdictional Conference  
     so all Jurisdictional Conferences may make changes to the Book of Discipline in order to more fruitfully accomplish  
     mission in their context,  
-a request to petition the GC to remove the language of homosexuality as incompatible with Christian teaching passed  
     by 59%   
 Delegates also extended the time of their business session Saturday to adopt a petition from the floor in opposi-
tion to the Traditional Plan on human sexuality adopted in February.  The following language was adopted by 63-37% 
vote: 

1. We long to be passionate followers of Jesus Christ, com-
mitted to a Wesleyan vision of Christianity, anchored in scripture 
and informed by tradition, experience and reason as we live a life 
of personal piety and social holiness. 

2. We commit to resist evil, injustice and oppression in all 
forms and toward all people and build a church which affirms the 
full participation of all ages, nations, races, classes, cultures, gen-
der identities, sexual orientations, and abilities. 

3. We reject the Traditional Plan approved at General 
Conference 2019 as inconsistent with the gospel of Jesus Christ and 
will resist its implementation. 

4. We will work to eliminate discriminatory language and 
the restriction and penalties in the Book of Discipline regarding 
LGBTQ persons. We affirm the sacred worth of LGBTQ persons, 
celebrate their gifts, and commit to being in ministry together. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we urge local United Methodist congregations of the Western North Car-
olina Conference to ensure that LGBTQIA+ persons are welcomed and included in the membership and leadership of 
the local churches. 

 
Additionally, thousands of dollars were raised for hurricane relief work in NC and over 85 people responded to 

start an innovative ministry idea in their local setting.  Lara Autrey represented SUMC well.  The 2020 WNC Annual 
Conference will be held June 18-21 at Lake Junaluska.  



Despite the weather, our last day of school giveaway was a great success.  Special thanks to Lara 
Autrey, Kathryn Jones, Jack Bridges, Joyce Gibson, Kay Pollard, Kevin & Vicki Reinke, Janice 
Sorrells, Bill & Connie Voigt, Isabel, & Naaman!  May the Lord be with you! 

Jessica Allen, Christina Benfield, Triston 
Overton, Reid Pons, & Pastor Norm trav-
eled to flood ravaged Conway, SC June 9-
15 for hurricane repair.  The group helped 
rebuild a porch to access the home's only 
entrance so renovation can begin inside 
the home.  Our homeowner was able to 
return to his neighborhood 5 months after 
Hurricane Florence hit and has been liv-
ing in a camper since February.  SUMC 
should be proud of this terrific trio of 
youth who embodied Christ and represent-
ed SUMC so well.  Reid Pons was recog-
nized on the first day with a “Nailed It” 
award for his outstanding work ethic and 
leadership on our site.   Their final day 

included a trip to Garden City Beach and Murrells Inlet.   

Youth Mission Trip June 9-15 Conway, SC 



Weekly/Monthly  Happenings at Salem 

UMW meet first Thursdays of 
each month.   
July 11 at 7 pm  (due 2 holiday) 
 
Cora Ora in the FH 
Sadie Rosemary at church  FH 
Mary Alice in the FH  

Lois Velna– Meets 3rd Tuesdays in the FH at 10 am  

 

    Deeper  Water Bible Study    
Meets Wed. at 10 :30am in youth 
room.   All are welcome! 

Burke United Christian Ministries  

Join us 1st Tuesday of each month at 3:30pm as we serve 

dinner at BUCM.   1st Sundays of each month we encour-
age you to bring food for their pantry. (305 West Union St.)  

www.bucm.net 

Prayer Shawls are tangible reminders of God's love, comfort, and peace.  
The group meets Monday from 10 - 11:30am  All are welcome.  

If you know who needs a shawl contact  Barbara Harbour or Margaret Carswell 

Christ Bread 
A monthly program for all retirees and older adults on 4th 
Tuesdays @ 11am.    Note:   
Christ Bread breaks for the summer and meet again in September.  

Our  Financial   
Stewardship: 

 

Thru June 25 2019 
 

Budgeted Need:  $106,559.25 
Total Received for Budget:  $88,694.52 
Ministry Expenses to Date: $98,214.05 
 

Other Ministry Gifts Received to Date: 
Backpack Ministry: $285.00 
Building Fund: $225.00 
Cemetery:  $5,150.00 
Youth Fund: $690.00 

Gifts given in Honor or Memory (June) 
 
 
In memory of David Dale given by Doris H Garrison 
In memory of Charles Garrison given by Charles & Cheryl Garrison 
In memory of Norman Garrison given by Doris H Garrison 
 
In honor of our graduates given by Joan Borden 
In honor of Jerry McCall given by Charles & Cheryl Garrison 
In honor of Obie Carswell given by Charles & Cheryl Garrison 
In honor of Dustin Carswell given by Charles & Cheryl Garrison 

 
 
 

Join us nightly for a week of music, song, snack and de-
votions led by some of our talented SUMC musicians. 

 

July 28- July 31 (Sun-Wed) 
6:30-7:30pm 

@ Salem UMC (Sanctuary) 
 

Email or call the church office to register… 
828-433-6600           salemumchurch@ymail.com 

 

Bring a friend 
 

Open to ages 4-12 

http://www.bucm.net


 

Dear Lord, hear our prayers…. 
 

Servant Leaders for June 

Acolytes:     Usher Captains: 
 
7– Brady Keller  7-  Jack Bridges  
14– Isabel Jones 14-   
21– Ronin Smith 21- Bruce Pollard 
28– Ellie Shuping 28 - Tim Keller 
   

Reader for 11 am 
7 –  Jodi  Brown 
14 -  Gordon Ronk 
21 -  Kevin Reinke 
28 -  Charles Autrey 
 

Nursery 
7-   11 am–  Joann Byrd & Kevin Reinke 
14- 11 am–  Edith Dale & Rebecca Shuping 
21- 11 am  - Joyce Gibson & De’Nae Huffman 
28- 11 am–  Liz Smith & Courtney Hampton  

Prayers & Concerns: Baby Tony Dean,  Gary Whitener,    

Keith Ollis,  Sandra Durain, Todd Huss, Ruthie Riddick,  

Kevin Patton, Toni Smith, Graylin Reece,   

Homebound:  Millie Avery, Mildred Mull,  Mary Wilson,   

Jean Jarrell, Leota Garrison, James Carswell, Fred Duckworth 

Nursing Home Residents:   

~Grace Heights–  Mable Hoke 

~College Pines– Avis Williams, Doris Garrison,  

~The  Brian Center of Spruce Pine– Helen McGee 

~Hope Ridge Family Care– Nell Causby 

~Autumn Care - Janette Dale 

2 Miranda Cole 
3 Steven St. Louis 
6 Tracy Benfield 
9 Keith Garrison, Sara Pons 
16  Keith Ollis 
17 Alana Parks 
19 Kenneth Hart 
20 Shirley Causby 
24 Tim McGhinnis 
25 Beulah Duckworth 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
17 Ronny & Caroline Causby 
20 Cary Clark & Lisa Propst 
20 Sexton & Edith Dale 

WHEN: Tuesdays 
July (2, 9, 16, 23, 30) 
TIME: 9 AM– 3 PM 

WHERE: FUMC Morganton 
200 N. King Street 

FOR: Age 3-5th Grade 
 

PLEASE Register your child at 
morgantonfumc.org. 

 
Questions?    

Would you like to volunteer? 
Contact Abbi at abbifumc@gmail.com. 

 Our Salem Elementary Backpack ministry is op-
erating for summer home deliveries.  We have 8 families 
this summer.  During the summer, we deliver weekly on 
Sunday afternoons and can accept larger items and glass 
jars or fresh vegetables.   
 If you’d like to assist 
with packing or delivering this 
summer, contact Nina Horton 
at 828-438-4638.   
 Thank you for contin-
uing to support this ministry 
with your food items and 
helping feed our school chil-
dren.    

CHURCH STAFF 
Norm Jones, Jr.—Pastor  (rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu) 
Virginia Robinson, Dir. of Music  (robinsonva62@gmail.com) 
Sue Bunch, Pianist  (s_bunch@att.net) 
Zachary Cagle, Office Admin.  (salemumchurch@ymail.com) 



July 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 
10:30am Bible Study 
7pm  Choir 

4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 
 

19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 
 
 
6:30pm Kids Mu-
sic Night (Sanct) 

31    

10:30am Bible Study 
(Yth Rm) 
1:30pm  
Visit Shut ins 
6:15 pm  Praise 
6:30pm Nominations 
Team (Yth Rm)  

7 pm Choir 

10:30am Bible Study 
(Yth Rm) 
6:15 pm  Praise Team 
7 pm Choir 

 
  
 

 
 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 

 
 

 
 
10 am Louis Velna 
Circle (FH) 
 

 

 

 
 
10 am Prayer 
Shawl (Ed Bldg) 
 

10 am Prayer 
Shawl  (Ed Bldg) 
 

10 am Prayer 
Shawl  (Ed Bldg) 
 
 

 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
 
 

10:30am Bible Study 
(Yth Rm) 
6:15 pm  Praise Team 
7 pm Choir 

9:30 Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
 
4pm—Church 
Council (par lor) 

FH Reserved 

 

10-3pm Card 
Class (FH) 
  

7 pm UMW 
Meeting (FH) 
 

 
1pm Staff meeting FH Reserved 

12—4 pm  

9:30 Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
 
 
6:30pm Kids Music 
Night (Sanct) 

 

 
 

10 am Prayer 
Shawl  (Ed Bldg) 
 
 
6:30pm Kids Mu-
sic Night (Sanct) 

10:30am Bible Study 
(Yth Rm) 
 
6:30pm Kids Music 
Night (Sanct) 
 
 

 
3:30pm BUCM 
meal 

 

 

 

Kids Music Arts Camp—June 9-15, 9am-3pm @ FUMC Morganton  


