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Salem Scoop 
     NOTES  FROM  NORM 

 
 I started opening my mouth at Annual Conference at a young age.  Over the years, I’ve tried my best 
not to insert foot.  But inevitably, as you may know, it happens.  I hadn’t planned on it, but after the Gospel 
texts in the lectionary for June, I felt compelled.  For better or worse, I shared these words as your pastor from 
the floor before a vote to build a new conference operations center in Huntersville: 
 
Bishop and members of the Annual Conference, 

I’ve attempted to remain open and indifferent to this trustee proposal.  But last week, like many of you, I found 
myself in the 10th chapter of Matthew where Jesus sends out the 12 to heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, and 
cast out demons.  To borrow from theologian Karoline Lewis, what if we measured our ministry as followers of Christ 
on those 4 principles?  What if our decisions and actions were measured simply by how does this bring healing and lib-
eration?  

While I can’t speak to the burden of working in the “deplorable” conditions of the current 1975 center, I am 
concerned that we haven’t been asking the right questions.  The reasoning offered us seems this: things need to be fixed, 
it’s costly, let’s invest in something new, and if we do, none of us will have to pay for it.  What I have scarcely heard is 
how this capital investment will help WNC be a mission outpost of hope to the sheep of NC without a shepherd – or how 
a 29,000sqft. facility will enable us to better heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, and cast out demons.  Instead 
of asking: should we build a new conference center for $5.8 million, we might start with asking our conference – what 
could we do for the kingdom with 5.8 million dollars?...And then, let’s see if building a new conference center makes 
our top 3 list.  In that regard, what if we enabled the people whom we serve and the communities to which we are 
called, help us ask the right questions before putting this to a vote? 

Bishop, I’m 36 years old.  I’m told part of this is planning for a future generation of UM’s.  But, I do wonder 
how many persons under 40 were part of the trustees or task force working on this proposal?  I’ve just crossed the line 
to qualify as young clergy, but I find the younger generation to be remarkably resourceful, creative, and innovative in 
how to be the church in an ever-changing world.  Somehow building a new structure seems a bit of an old school solu-
tion to a modern problem.   

What sealed the deal for me was a retiree, a newcomer to our congregation, who left worship Sunday and shook 
my hand.  For whatever reason, she leaned over and said to me: you have a good time at that conference, but you tell 
those folks to take that $6 million and feed some people or change some lives.  Bishop and members of the AC, I thank 
you for your time.   
 

 Our trustees have begun conversation on the challenges and goals facing our own campus.  There are 
basic upkeep needs, but more significantly are dreams for enabling vitality and mission.  In the months ahead, 
we will be invited to examine several enhancements and renovations to our campus at Salem.  Don’t misun-

derstand, I’m not suggesting we protest anything that’s not giving away to those in need.  Even Judas, did 
that.  What I’m suggesting is that in all things we prayerfully consider how 
what we are doing will better enable us to set people free and bring healing 

to lives.  We may not need to spend a million dollars for a new sanctuary.  
But, we may be able to develop a plan of enhancements around our campus 
that will equip us to better fall in love and meet the needs of our remarkable 

community of Salem.   

If you have a few creative ideas to share about how we can make the most 
of the abundant resources God has provided to be love in action, I hope 
you’ll join me for some conversation over lunch after worship on July 9.   
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Matt. 25:40 Sunday – July 30 
 

Hunger and homelessness 
are all too real in Mor-
ganton.  On July 30, a 
special witness team from 
Glen Alpine & St. Mat-
thews UMC’s will join us 
in worship at 9 & 11am.  
Using personal stories of 
local people helped by 
Christians they will illus-
trate the hungry, thirsty, 

stranger, naked, sick, and prisoner in our midst.  It’s a mes-
sage that will touch your heart and inspire us to connect to 
those in need in our community.  

CAMP McCALL SUMMER CAMP   
Aug. 6-11th   (Ages 8-13) 

       

Theme: Gold Mining    
 

We are truly blessed to have a UM camp in our backyard 
and have super camp caretakers with a heart for kids. One 
of our own, Tim Keller, serves on the Camp board of trus-
tees. 
 

This year, McCall’s Summer Camp for kids will showcase 
a Gold Mining Theme.  The Camp itself was originally the 
site of Bolinger Mine and flakes of gold can still be found 
today.  Activities for the week include: swimming, crafts, 
bonfire, evening devotions, gold panning, wacky games, 
canoeing, and a trip to Emerald Village Gem Mine.   

 

This overnight, full-week camp is a great opportunity for kids ages 8-13.  We would love for some of our 
Salem Kids to attend!  The entire week of camp is only $150 but the first 5 kids to register with Kathryn will 
receive a $75 scholarship.  To receive the discount you must register directly with Kathryn.  Camp info and 
registration forms can be found at www.camp-mccall.org   
 

Camp as School Outreach Ministry: 
HOW can I Help?:  Ear lier  this spr ing, Pastor  Norm had a vision to offer  a summer  exper ience to stu-
dents at Salem Elementary who might not otherwise have an opportunity.  We are partnering to send approx-
imately 12 students from SES to their August camp.  If you would like to make a monetary donation to cover 
the cost of a child, OR you would like to help staff, lead an activity, cook, or provide food, please contact 
Norm by phone or email.  We’d love to have servant hearts and hands onsite that week (youth or adults)! 

“Rap  w/  the  Rev.” 
 

During July, & August your invited to “Rap with the Rev.” 
in the Fellowship Hall after 11am worship on the 2nd Sunday 
of each month. (July 9, Aug. 13). A lite lunch will be offered. 
This is a great opportunity to share, ask questions, discuss the 
sermon, explore more about the witness and mission of our 
church, and just get to know one another.  

HISTORICAL  HELP  NEEEDED!   
 

          In recently reviewing some handwritten 
notes regarding our church history, we stumbled 
upon the following phrase regarding Salem 
Church:  "The original campground was located in 
Mr. S.(Solomon) H. Hoyle's pasture in the year 
1780.  Plans were made in 1784 for a log church 
that was built in 1800." 
 Traditionally we have used the date of the 
log church (1800) as our founding.  We’re looking 
for anyone who might know more or have access 
to anything which 
would help sub-
stantiate or refute 
this statement.  If 
this is accurate, 
our church is not 
only 20 years old-
er than we imag-
ined, it would also 
be the first Meth-
odist Church in 
Burke County & 
the oldest Methodist Church in NC west of the 
Catawba River!  If you can aid in the search to 
piece together this puzzle please contact the 
church office or Doris Ingram.  Thank You! 

http://www.camp-mccall.org


 

   UMW meet first Thursdays of each month.  
 UMW and their families are invited to a joint dinner meeting July 6 at 6pm in the FH.  
  Bring a dish to share!  
 Lois Velna– Meets Third Tuesday each month in the fellowship hall at 10 am  

Weekly/Monthly  Happenings at Salem 

    Deeper  WaterBible Study    
Meets Wed. at 10 :30am in youth 
room.   All are welcome! 

The Remnant 

This Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 6 

pm in the Parlor.   

Everyone is welcome.  

Prayer Shawls are tangible reminders of God's love, comfort, and peace, and 
can be given for many reasons.  

The group meets Monday from 10 - 11:30am  All are welcome.  
If you know who needs a shawl contact Bonnie Bender or Margaret Carswell 

 

Grades 6th-12th 

Sundays 5-7 pm 

Christ Bread 
A monthly program for all retirees and older adults does not 

meet during JUNE-AUGUST 

Burke United Christian Ministries  

Join us1st Tuesday of each month at 3:30pm as we 
serve dinner at BUCM.  BUCM is an ecumenical 

ministry serving the needs of our neighbors in crisis 
or (305 West Union St.)  www.bucm.net 

Mom’s 
Time   

     Mom’s coffee time is a time for 
moms with youth children to enjoy 
fellowship time and prayer with 
other moms!  This month we invite 
all moms with children at home for 
the summer to join us Friday, July 
7th at 10 am.  Br ing a picnic 
lunch and make plans to stay and 
play/picnic after coffee time. 

Our  Financial  Stewardship: 
 

Thru June 30, 2017 
 

Budgeted Need:  $118,408.25 
Total Received for Budget:  $107,712.25 
Ministry Expenses to Date: $110,494.20 
 

Other Ministry Gifts Received to Date: 
Building Fund: 7929.00 
Youth Fund: $500.00 
Backpack Ministry: $590.00 
Cemetery:  $100.00 
 

Gifts given in Honor or Memory (June): 
 

Monnie & Nova Stroup  by  Modene Stroup 
Kettie & Raymond Carswell  by  Margaret Carswell 
Raymond, Kettie & Jack Carswell  by  John & Mary Anderson 
Doris Roper  by  Denise Campbell 
Eugene, Mary Wilson, Tessie Mae Dale  by  Mildred Mull 
Dean Garrison  by  Charles W. Garrison Jr.  
(H) George, Diane, & Sterling Turmon  by  Norm & Kathryn Jones  
(H) Charles Garrison  by  Charles W. Garrison Jr. 
(H)  J. David Dale  by  Janette & David Allen Dale 
(H) Jason Dale  by  Linda Duckworth 

School’s Out Community Ice Cream Giveaway 

Thanks & Praise:  
SUMC, Attn: Melissa Causby and Group  
Thank you so much for the chicken pie and all the 
fix-ings! We all certainly enjoyed it. Thanks for re-
member-ing Burke Hospice! We love you all,  
Merri Rudisill, Volunteer Director  

http://www.bucm.net


 Reflections from Annual Conference 2017 

by  Lara Autrey, Laity Delegate 
 

At the beginning of the conference, we were asked to think about our own bap-
tisms.  I previously had mixed feelings about my baptism, or more accurately, 
baptisms.  I was baptized twice (as my original baptism was not recognized in the 
Baptist Church).  I did not feel that it was necessary to be baptized again, but I 
knew that it was a requirement in order to become part of the church where my 
would-be husband and children attended.  During a sermon delivered by Bishop 
Fairley, I was very humbled by the story he told about a conversation he had with 
a student about why last names were not used during baptism.  Baptism, Bishop 
Fairley went on to say, means “welcome to God’s family,” and that God gives us 
a new name: the beloved.  This is a name the world did not give us, and therefore 
the world cannot take it away.  Regardless of my feelings on the matter, God 
makes his feelings very clear. 
 

Kathryn Jones, Marilyn Boykin, and I had the opportunity to be part of a Fresh Expression church experience on Fri-
day morning. A Fresh Expression is a form of church for our changing culture, established primarily for the benefit of 
those who are not yet part of any church.  We attended a yoga class held right next to the lake.  It was a beautiful 
morning, with birds chirping and the sun shining.  We were given some time for reflection and individual prayer dur-
ing the class. The yoga church class held by a local church has been attended by churchgoing and non-churchgoing 
individuals, helping those who have not been exposed to the gospel to see Christ's love through a Christian communi-
ty. 
 
Our major business included voting on 5 constitutional amendments that were approved at 2016 General Conference, 
approving to build a new conference office center in Huntersville for $5.8 million, and passing a 2018 Budget of 
$16,209,006 dollars for conference ministries (a 1% decrease from 2017). With a matching gift, an offering of over 
$49,237 was collected for the Ministerial Theological Education Fund. 
 
As a fairly new member to the United Methodist Church and first-time annual conference attendee, I found the ordi-
nation service to be a new and welcoming experience.  The feeling of community and support I felt during the service 
was very powerful.  It was a great reminder for us all to be supportive of one another, to lift others up in prayer, and 
to remember we are all part of God's family.  Our pastors are in need of our prayers just as much as we need 
theirs.  We all share a common name; Beloved. 
 
Our closing worship service on Sunday morning opened with a beautiful performance by the Lake Junaluska sing-
ers.  The remainder of the service consisted of a sermon from Bishop Leeland, Holy Communion, and the fixing of 
appointments for all persons serving in ministry in our conference.   
 
I was very thankful to be part of this experience and honored to serve as your delegate.  I look forward to next year! 



Youth Missions Dinner July 25th 5:30-7:30pm 
 

What:  On Tuesday, July 25 we par tner  with FATZ café to provide a delicious dinner  of chicken 
tenders, green beans, mashed potatoes, poppy seed rolls, drinks, and banana pudding.   
(You may dine in or take out from the Fellowship Hall). 
Why:  We want to share with you about our  most recent mission 
trip, and your support will help us begin raising funds for upcoming 
mission opportunities.   
Cost:  Tickets are $10 and all proceeds go to SUMC Youth Mis-
sions. Advance tickets are required and youth will have them for 
sale on Sundays - July 2, 9, & 16th.   
How can I Help:  Buy meal tickets and dine in to hear  stor ies 
and pics from our trip.  AND… if you are willing to help sell tickets 
at work or to friends please contact Kathryn Jones (919-260-9852) 
and she will provide you with a set of tickets. 

Thank you for your continued support of Salem YOUTH as they serve others in Jesus' name. 



VBS 2017 Update- July 30-Aug 2 

At Maker Fun Factory kids will discover God made them the way they 
are and God built them each for a special purpose in His world!  We 
want YOU to be apart of the fun and exploration!  Register your child 
(ages 2-12), or to volunteer, online at www.sumcm.org.  Youth (6th-
12th grade) are also invited for their own special program each night! 

Thank you to all who have already volunteered to help serve! Our 
UMM, UMW, Hoyle Roper class, and Jimmy Beth class will help with 
nightly meals which is a wonderful blessing!  Here's how you can help:  

1. Donate needed craft items like empty cereal boxes, cracker boxes, empty soda and water bottles. 
2. Join us July 10 @ 7 pm for our next VBS mtg to hear about other needs 
3. Spread the word- share a flyer with a neighbor, grandchild, co-worker, and friends! 
4. Decorating Party - Join us 7/28 at 6 pm to help transform our building into a Fun Factory bubbling with en-
ergy and excitement to share God's love and hope to all who attend. 
5. Pray! Be in prayer for our leaders and all the children who will join us each night.  Pray about how God 
might be calling you to get involved. 
 The fun begins Sunday, July 30th with dinner each night at 6pm and continues through Wednesday 
night (8/2) ending with a program, hot dogs, and homemade ice cream! 

 Check out these SUMMER FUN events for Salem Kids! Please sign up and join us.  

 
~July 11– South Mountain Hike and Picnic– Meet at the church at 9 am to 
carpool to South Mtn State Park for hiking, exploring, a program and a picnic.  
(Sign up by July 2) 
 

~August 7– Hickory Splash Park. Meet at church at 9 am as we carpool over  to the  Kiwanis 
Splash park in Hickory for lots of cool fun in the sun!  Pack a picnic  lunch and bring a friend!  
(Sign up with Kathryn by August 2) 
 

7/9 Salem Youth, 5pm 7/16-7/22  Carolina Cross Mission Trip 

7/23  Share in worship, Out to lunch after worship 

7/25 Youth Missions Dinner Fundraiser  5:30-7:30pm 

7/30-8/2  (Norm leads youth VBS), 6pm  

8/3 Enola Trail workday  @ Patton HS 

8/6 YOUTH MOVIE NIGHT 5-7 pm 

8/13 South Mtn Hike.  Meet @ SUMC, 2 pm 

8/20 Messy Games  8/27  Youth, 5pm(welcome 6th graders!) 

 
OFFICE CHANGES/Hours: Earlier this year, the expectation of financials and payroll were added to our office 
position. As of June 1, our secretary of 6+ years resigned. We are extremely grateful for the ways Tammy ena-
bled us do minis-try. Please be in prayer for her and your SPRC during the process to fill this position. We also 
ask for your patience with us and Pastor Norm as we work to fulfill office responsibilities in the interim. During 
our search, Zachary Cagle (Office Admin. for Abernethy Memorial UMC) is filling in on Tues & Fri. from 1- 
5pm.Thank you.  



Dear Lord, hear our prayers…. 
 Servant Leaders for July 

Acolytes:   
2– Conner Wellman 
9– Emily Shupping 
16– Brady Keller 
23– Emily Shupping 
30 - Annie Hensley 
Usher Captains: 
2 -  Dylan Carswell 
9 -  Dobie Kelly 
16-  Bruce Pollard 
23- Tim Keller 
30 - Dylan Carswell 
Reader for 11 am 
2 – Rita Bowman 
9 - Tom Ayers 
16 - Jodi Brown 
23 – Dobie Kelly 
30 -  Melissa Causby 
Nursery 
2-   10 am– Kacey Hensley & Amy Causby 
       11 am– Charlie Bender & Edith Dale 
9-    10 am—Rhonda McCoy & De”Nae Huffman 
       11 am– Liz Smith & Margaret Duckworth 
16-  10 am—Carrie Williams & Angie Dotson  
        11 am  Kay Pollard & Bonnie Bender  
23-  10 am—Sara Pons & Shirley Simmons 
        11 am– Joann Byrd & Nikki Carswell 
30 - 10 am Jessica Simonetti & Rita Russ 
        11 am Jerry McCall & Marcie McCall 

Prayers & Concerns: Millie Avery, Dylan Bollinger, Dako-

ta & Kristen Campbell,  Kathryn Duckworth, Betty Jean Kin-

caid,  Pam Keller,  Hope Kelley, Don Lovelace,  Mark 

McGhinnis, Sarah Morrow, Nicole Nelson,  Gertrude Race, 

Joe Roper, Sherrie Rose, Modean Smith,  Ann Thompson, 

Virginia Thompson , Mitchell Williams, Lynda Woody 

Homebound:   

Marie Causby, Johnny Hoke,  Mary Wilson 

Mildred Mull 

Nursing Home Residents:   

~Grace Heights–  Betty Gibbs, Mabel Hoke 

~Autumn Care– Joe Carver 

~College Pines– Elsie Roper, Avis Williams 

~The  Brian Center of Spruce Pine– Helen McGee 

~Hope Ridge Family Care– Nell Causby 

2 Miranda Cole 
6 Tracy Benfield 
9 Keith Garrison 
11 Dorothy Bizet 
17 Alana Wilson 
19 Kenneth Hart 
20 Shirley Causby 
22 Denver Hensley 
24 Tim McGhinnis 
25 Ashley Coffey,  Beulah Duckworth 
30 Dobie Kelly 
 
Anniversaries 
17 Ronny & Caroline Causby 
20 Cary Clark & Lisa Propst 
20 Sexton & Edith Dale 

Thanks & Praise:  
Dear Rev. Jones and congregation: 
 We appreciate your generosity in sharing the fellow-
ship hall for our Special Olympics Fundraiser Dinner. This is a 
wonderful example of your ministry to your community. The use 
of this lovely space made for a warm and welcoming place to 
bring the supporters of this fundraiser for an evening meal to 
support Special Olympics and all they do for athletes with intel-
lectual disabilities. By working together, whether by sharing a 
building or simply spreading love for our neighbors, we can 
continue to improve our communities for all.  
 Mary Marett  
 Director Burke CRV Behavior Modification Center 
 
 
 
To Everyone at SUMC,  
On behalf of the Pruett Family (Bob, Jackie, Cecilia, & Rick).  
I want all of you to know that your support for us, through this 
extremely hard time in prayer and for those who could come to 
Scott’s funeral, has been extremely helpful and important to us 
all!! Also, it has been needed in ways that we could not have 
imagined! You all showed what true Christians do for others in 
their time of need and I know that Scott appreciated it and both 
God and Jesus are very proud of everyone at SUMC!!  
Thank You all again, In Christian Love,  
The Pruett’s  

NEW Chairs in the FH! 
 

Have you noticed? We did. 
Special thanks to Jerry and Clarice 

Shuping & Bruce and Kay Pollard for 
their incredibly generous donation of 
NEW chairs and tables for our fellow-

ship hall in memory of Bill & Sadie 
Shuping.  THANK YOU! 



JULY 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 
4:30pm Drive-thru 
prayer 

14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31 Aug 1 Aug 2    

10:30am Bible Study 
(Yth Rm) 
 
Bible Study– 6pm 
(Parlor) 
Choir 7:15 

10:30am Bible Study 
(Yth Rm) 
Bible Study– 6pm 
(Parlor) 
Choir 7:15 
 

Card Class  9-3 
(FH) 
 

6pm UMW meal 
(FH) 
 

No Fin. Peace  class 
 No youth 
 

12:15pm Rap w/Rev 
(FH) 
12:15 CCC mtg. YR 
No  Fin. Peace 
(Parlor) 
5pm Youth 
5pm UMM 

9am Salem KIDS 
to S. Mtn Park 
10am Visit Shut In 
(Yth Rm) 
6pm  Praise Team 

10am Lois Velna 
UMW (FH) 
6pm Praise Team 

5:30-7:30 Youth 
Missions dinner 
 
6pm Praise Team 
 

10am Prayer 
Shawl (Ed Bldg) 
6:30pm Prayer 
Group (Ed Bldg) 

HAPPY 4th  USA! 
 
3:30pm BUCM 
meal 
 

Prayer Shawl 
10am (Ed Bldg) 
6:30pm Prayer 
Group (Ed Bldg) 
7 pm VBS mtg 
 
 

Prayer Shawl 
10am (Ed Bldg) 
6:30pm Prayer 
Group (Ed Bldg) 

Prayer Shawl 
10am (Ed Bldg) 
6:30pm Prayer 
Group (Ed Bldg) 

 
 

 
(Youth to lunch after 
worship) 
4 pm Fin. Peace 
(Parlor) 

10:30am Bible Study 
(Yth Rm) 
12:30pm  Staff Mtg 
Bible Study– 6pm 
(Parlor) 
Choir 7:15 

10:30am Bible Study 
(Yth Rm) 
 
Bible Study– 6pm 
(Parlor) 
Choir 7:15 

Yth leave 4 CCC 
4 pm Fin. Peace
(Parlor) 

10 am Mom’s 
Coffee (Yth Rm) 

Join us 2nd Tuesday to spread joy to our 
shut-in and homebound (July 11, 10am) 

Vacation Bible School  July 30 - Aug 2 starting at 6 pm every night.  

July 16 - July 22 Carolina Cross Youth Mission Trip 

6 pm VBS Decorate 

 


