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A Message from District Superintendent Angela Pleasants 
 

 As you are leading your congregations during a season of anticipation, I am also aware of the uncertainty in our denomina-
tion as well as our country. When we live amid uncertainty, it stirs up anxiousness that, at times, leads to conflict. I receive many 
calls of complaints. When individuals donôt receive what they are expecting to hear, they call the next office above the district of-
fice. 
  
There is unrest in many of our churches and homes. As a result, we are looking for a quick fix to conflict. Usually, the quick fix is, 
ñJust let me have my way.ò We donôt want to find comfort in our uncomfortableness to listen to the soul and learn what God is try-
ing to teach us. It is easier to point the finger at the unruly church member or the pastor who will not visit or listen to my demands. 
  
I have learned I cannot run in to fix every crisis. When we try to fix the crisis, we are only putting a band-aid on a cut loaded with 
gangrene. Fixing a crisis is surface work. We must help our leaders learn to do the deep work of soul-tending. Often, acting out in 
our churches and home stems from a deeper wound of the soul. Because we lack the understanding of how to go into these deeper 
issues, we look for a quick fix. Just pacify the persons until they quiet them. 
  
Brothers and sisters, this is a soul issue. We must learn to go deeper. Sometimes it is not about finding the cure but finding our rest 
in God. Sometimes, the crisis is there for a reason. Instead of trying to fix it, see what God is pruning off. What must die for resur-
rection life to come forth?... 
   
With their children, most parents do not reward bad behavior. Like a loving parent, neither does God. Some parents learn, if they 
reward every bad behavior, children will become adults who act out badly.  So, why do we in the church reward bad behavior? 
When adult Christians begin to act out, causing mischief, division, gossip, and much more, we tend to stand back and let it happen.  
I often ask, ñWhy donôt the caring people who know better speak up? Why do we let the bullies in the church control the church?ò 
  
Now, I am not talking about going vigilante on people. Matthew 18:15 does say if a brother (or sister) sin, go privately and discuss 
with the individual.  And, Paul says if someone is caught in sin, you who live by the Spirit go gently and help him or her restore. 
(Galatians 6:1).  Do we permit bad behavior because we donôt know how to help people to live better? Maybe we allow bad behav-
ior because we fear not being liked. Whatever the reason, it is contrary to the Word of God. 
  
As we live in the season of anticipation and moving into the light of a New Year, our district leadership team has been prayerfully 
working on a mission plan along with Brian Zehr to help our congregations ñTake the Next Step.ò The mission begins with a Spir-
itual Formation component. 
  
Our top priority is to build relationships across the district with laity and clergy by working through our missional networks. Our 
first session with the churches is Spiritual Formation, helping the congregations live life from the center. As the body of Christ, we 
will talk about how to listen to the soul. And, we will listen to how God invites, reshape, and form on all levels. 
  
During this season, be in prayer with us as God continues to speak, lead, and guide our hearts. We are more than our conflicts and 
disagreements. We are the beloved children of God. 
        In His Presence,   Angela 
ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

SALEM UMC Co-Ed Rec Basketball 2020 Schedule 
  (Games are Tues or Thurs at Collett St Rec (CS) or Mtn. View Rec (MV)) 
 
-Jan 7  vs. 1stApos, 8pm @ MV  -Jan 9  vs. Shining Lt, 8pm @ MV 
-Jan 14  vs. CoG, 6pm @ MV             -Jan 16 vs. JC LDS, 8pm @ MV 
-Jan 21  vs. Zion Bapt, 6pm @ CS                 -Jan 23 vs. 1stApos, 7pm @ CS 
    (remaining schedule TBD) 

We love our fans!Come cheer us on to victory this winter!  
  
This yearôs roster includes:  Josh Autrey, Justin Bartley, Johnnie McLaughlin, Niklas M¿lbradt,  Norm 
Jones,  Stephen Reinke,  Marcus Whitener. 



2           Angie Dotson 
3 Mabel Hoke 
5 Maria Williams, Trina Cole 

MacKenzie Huffman 
9 Brenda Dellinger 
10 Melissa Causby, Leota Garrison 
11 James Carswell, Steven Roper  
12 Camelia Causby 
15 Josh Call, Rick Pruett 
17         Dawson Carswell 
19 Laqueta Carroll 
20 Dylan Bollinger 
21 Gordon Ronk 
25  Alan Byrd 
27 Janet Koon 
29 Nina Horton, Charles Garrison Jr. 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
23 Alan & Joann Byrd 
29 Larry & Janet Koon 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Norm Jones, Jr.ðPastor  (rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu) 
Virginia Robinson, Dir. of Music  (robinsonva62@gmail.com) 
Sue Bunch, Pianist  (s_bunch@att.net) 
Zachary Cagle, Office Admin.  (salemumchurch@ymail.com) 

Weekly/Monthly  Happenings at Salem 

  
  UMW meeting will be 
Jan 9th at 7:00 pm  this month.  
It is the second Thursday in-
stead of the first. 

 

    Deeper  Water Bible Study    
Meets Wed. at 10 :30am in youth 
room.   All are welcome! 

Burke United Christian Ministries  

Join us 1st Tuesday of each month at 3:30pm as we serve 

dinner at BUCM.   1st Sundays of each month we encour-
age you to bring food for their pantry. (305 West Union St.)  

www.bucm.net 

Prayer Shawls are tangible reminders of God's love, comfort, and peace.  
The group meets Monday from 10 - 11:30am  All are welcome.  

If you know who needs a shawl contact  Barbara Harbour or Margaret Carswell 

Christ Bread 
NC House of Representatives District 86 member Hugh 
Blackwell will be our guest for Christ Bread Tuesday January 
28th at 11am in the fellowship hall. He will discuss legislative issues 
affecting Burke County and seniors. Bring a food item to share and 
come enjoy Christian fellowship.  

Our  Financial  Stewardship: 
 

Thru December 31, 2019 
 

Budgeted Need:  $221,643.00 
Total Received for Budget:  $175,887.52 
Ministry Expenses to Date: $191,536.61 
 

(We finished 2019 over $15,000 behind for the 
year).  Your gifts to help make up the difference by 
are greatly appreciated! 
 

Other Ministry Gifts Received to Date for 2019: 
Backpack Ministry: $640.00 
Building Fund: $715.00              Cemetery:  $9,170.00 
Youth Fund: $740.00 

Gifts given in Memory (December) 

of Scott Pruett by  Robert & Jackie Pruett 
of Eugene Dale by  Mildred & Nicole Mull 
of Mary Dale by  Mildred & Nicole Mull 
of Tessie Mae Dale by  Mildred & Nicole Mull 
of Kettie, Raymon& Jack Carswell by  Margaret Carswell 
                                                             by John & Mary Anderson 
of Catherine Duckworth by  Jackie Ward 
of Jimmy & Marie Causby by Martin & Beth Whitaker 
 of Charles Garrison by Leota Garrison 
                                    by Marcia & Jerry McCall 
of Dean Garrison by  by Leota Garrison 
                                    by Marcia & Jerry McCall 
of Robert & Louise Garrison by Leota Garrison 
                                                  by Marcia & Jerry McCall 
Honor of Beulah Duckworth by Jerry & Clarice Shuping 
Honor of Margaret Carswell by Troy & Joann Payton 

 Our weekly Salem Elemen-
tary Backpack ministry continues 
and is in need of  breakfast items 
(oatmeal and grits packets, pop 
tarts) ramen noodles , canned vege-
tables, Jell-O cups, pudding cups, 
individual cereal packages, canned 

pasta (spaghetti-oôs), and hamburger or tuna helper.    
Please see bulletin for what is needed weekly. 

Home Dedication   
Jan 4, (meet at 1:50pm) 

 
Help us welcome a new fami-
ly to the community and share 
our welcome items for their 

new home. 

http://www.bucm.net


Thank You to all who gave 
their time and energy to help 
make the Journey a wonderful 
celebration of the story of Jesus' 
birth!  Over 100 visitors joined us 
Dec. 15 to enjoy the Journey, 
dinner, and fellowship.  From set-
ting up scenes to cooking soup 
and practicing speaking roles, 
more than 40 volunteers made it 
all possible!  Thank you for 
working together so beautifully 
to share the Christmas story in 
such a meaningful way!    


