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Our Year 
  

How do you begin to tell the story of 2020 and how could we possibly measure where we are as a congregation?  
Since March, every aspect of how we normally operate and function has changed- from our families, to our work, and as 
a church.  The truth is, I’m not sure if we are any closer to formulating an answer than we were then.  But, we have not 
lost hope and we have not lost our way.  I am honored and proud to serve a congregation that has chosen to journey 
through this season with integrity and patience, while also determined to find relevant ways to serve our community and 
point to Christ.  Be sure to look inside this issue as we celebrate and highlight some of the luminous ways SUMC has 
engaged in ministry in 2020. 

While we may be uncertain, and we are certainly fatigued by a barrage of life changes, I find hope in reassuring 
words from those in our community about our witness.  At the close of 2019, I suggested to our leadership that our pray-
er going forward into a new year were the words from 2 Chronicles 20, “Lord, we don’t know what to do, but our eyes 
are on you.”  Perhaps there is no bigger prayer or report for our year in 2020 than that.  In that spirit, we are one step 
closer to finding our way again.”  Despite the adversity of this year, maybe we are indeed one step closer to finding our 
way.  Thanks be to God. 
 

 —————————————————————————–———————————————————- 

Worship / Programming News: 
 

“All worship and programs for SUMC will return online only for at least the next two months” 

 

 In June we began offering outdoor worship as an option for returning to in-person worship.  In 
late October, we transitioned to indoor worship.  Thanks to your efforts and support, we have success-
fully offered some form of in-person worship for over 6.5 months!  However, after our Dec 27 worship, 
we will once again return to online only worship. 
 While we have had a few close calls from C-19, none of them were infected from attending wor-
ship.  In each case, the exposure to the virus was traced prior to Sunday, they were not aware of any 
symptoms when they attended, and they were tested later that week.  In each case, out of caution, 
those who had attended a service where a person was present were contacted to inform them.  In each 
case, we discovered there has been no virus spread through our gathering together.  I believe this is 
largely because, even with a person who may unknowingly be a carrier present, folks wore masks, 
maintained their distance, and services were abbreviated.  
 While we celebrate this good news, it is increasingly apparent that C-19 is widespread and Burke 
County and cases in our state have skyrocketed after Thanksgiving.  We may be considered an "orange" 
county by a technicality (of about 0.5%), but after the holidays we fully expect to see another 
surge.  Burke County Schools have also moved to remote learning for the month of Janu-
ary.  Therefore, after thoughtful assessment, feedback, and prayer, all worship and programs for 
SUMC will return online only for at least the next two months.  This also enables us to have the 
new air units and purification system operating in the Sanctuary Building by the time we return. 
 In the meantime, please consider worshipping with us each Sunday with the service posted on 
our website (sumcm.org).  Upper Rooms, Sunday School books, 
and worship DVD's will also still be available upon request from 
the church office.  We look forward to the opportunity of being 
together once again and building on our success by March, or 
possibly April.  Let us continue to let the light of Christ shine in 
us wherever we find ourselves. 
 
Until the day, 
Pastor Norm 



 A year for Hope 
On March 29 we suspended in-person activities at SUMC but it hasn’t stopped our desire to be love in action. 

 
 In April, 50 ‘resurrection’ bags 
 were assembled and distributed  
 to households in the community 
 after Easter. 
 
Over 300 Chicken Pie meals & 120lbs of chicken 
were cooked and given away at our drive thru. 
 
 

 
In May a caravan of folks surprised cafeteria 
staff from Liberty & Salem schools with cheers 
gifts, and notes for providing kids food during  
the pandemic. 
 
 
We celebrated our graduates Christina  
Benfield, Ethan Pons, and Dylan Carswell 
in online worship and surprise visits at home. 
 
 
June launched our outdoor worship where 

 folks could bring a chair or participate 
 from their cars on 87.9.   
  
 We have also successfully hosted 2 blood  
 drives during the pandemic thanks to  
 Margaret Carswell.  All slots filled and  
 pre-registered and over 45 pints donated 

 
 

 While school may have been remote learning, 
  our SES backpack ministry continued 
  providing food to 9 families (25 kids). Gift 
  cards were provided over the summer and 
  Xmas. Burkemont Baptist partnered to  
  provide weekly FDA food boxes for 5 months.   

 
 Monthly Drive-Thru Communion began in July and 
 each time we had at least one new visitor.  Most of these 
 continued to return and participate in outdoor worship. 

 
  In August at-home VBS kits and crafts were delivered 
  to a dozen families.  A 3 night intergenerational VBS 
  Compassion Camp was offered via Zoom. 
 
 We blessed a handful of SUMC folks with food gift cards to  
 help during the economic strain.   
 
  UMW helped collect and match funds to provide PHS  
  with money to cover cost of tech devices for 32 students 
  and also $1000 for SES to help provide for students 

                   with needs. 
 

 Amy Causby prepared a catered lunch along with dessert from 
 our ladies to SES staff  in September.  An audible cheer erupted 
 from the halls on campus when it was announced by intercom. 



A year for Hope…(cont.) 

 
In September a Community Blessing Box by 
McDowell HS CTE was installed and continues 
to offer food under the premise of ‘share what 
you can, take what you need.’  
 
Several clothing boxes were filled for children 
in Armenia and donated to Project Agape. 
 
We transitioned back to indoor worship in  
October and blessed 510 hand written notes 
of encouragement for the staff of Foothills  

     Correctional with Chick Fila sandwich cards. 
 
 October’s Trunk r Treat was entirely drive 
 thru thanks to weather and C-19.  180 meals 
 were given out and due to the massive power 
 outage, another 140 were distributed at the 
 traffic light the next day. 
 
   Custodial staff at PHS were surprised with  
    Thanksgiving gift cards and notes of gratitude. 
 
 In November a 10,000 light Community Tree of  

  Hope was commissioned at a prayer service to 
  witness to the light of Christ in our darkness. 
 
In December we provided Food Lion gift cards to 51  
homes in the Ross Street neighborhood.  Omar & Elsa 
Pazettie helped deliver them. 
 
 Over a dozen carolers helped to visit some of our 
 elderly and ailing members in our congregation 
 to bring some hope and joy. 
 
We also celebrate the wonderful ways you have reached 
out to care, call and pray for one another this year! 

 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry has still been hard at  
work donating 25 scarves, 34 hats, and 3 sets of  
fingerless gloves to the street ministry of Burke United 
Christian Ministry. 
 Over $600 has also been collected and donated  
to BUCM this year to reach those in need. 
 

Praise God for using little to make much!  Lord, show us 
what’s next for “love in action.” 

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

January 3, 10:30-11:30am  
 

Drive thru between 10:30-11:30am to share in 
the Lord’s Supper and a covenant blessing for 
the New Year. Park behind the Ed Building to 
partake and pray OR head home and listen to 
a posted message online. Safe sanitation will 
be used in preparation and individual cups.  

“Hush,” by Lucinda Hynett  
 

Sssh. 
Can you hear it? 
An expectant silence, 
a hushed anticipation, 

as if the very galaxy 
is holding its breath. 
There are some truths 

even the stars know, 
like darkness, 

like loneliness 
and how the night 

can be a living thing. 
And how once, long ago, 
the night waited in wonder 
along with the darkness 
and the loneliness, 
for the sound of a baby’s cry, 
for the miraculous 
to come down 
to the earth mundane. 



Winter Leadership Training Jan 10-14, 2021 
 

Due to C-19, District Leadership Training events will look 
different in 2021.  The good news is that it is free and now 
open and accessible to anyone with internet and there is no 

limit to how many sessions you can attend!  You are en-
couraged to take advantage of this opportunity from your 

own home to nurture and grow your gifts as a vital member 
of SUMC.  Use the link on our webpage to register and de-

tailed descriptions (sumcm.org)  
 

SCHEDULE / OPTIONS 
Jan 10:  2pm– Keynote Speaker: Telling the Old Story in New Times (Jason Moore) 
  4pm -  Staff –Parish Relations Team: Building Relationships for the Mission 
   Jan 11:   6:30pm-  Financial Faithfulness in Uncertain Times 
      6:30pm-  Welcoming, Hospitality, and Belonging: Dismantling Racism 
Jan 12:  6:30pm-  Evangelism & Discipleship in a Pandemic 
  6:30pm-  School Partnerships in a Virtual Learning World 
   Jan 13:   6:30pm-  A Divided Nation: What one person can do 
      6:30pm-  Leadership During a Pandemic 
Jan 14:  6:30pm-  The Ministry of Local Church Trustees 
  6:30pm– Simple Structure: Give your committees a makeover 

A season of sighs 
A reflection from Dr. Richard Lischer (Norm’s former preaching professor at Duke) 

 

  From somewhere, I remember that the Hebrew word for “wait” can also mean “hope.” (The psalmist 
says, “I wait for the Lord / and in his word do I hope.”) That’s not as useful a factoid as you might think. For there are a 
dozen ways of waiting but only one way to hope. We can wait patiently or impatiently, fearfully or in keen anticipation, 
as realists or as impossible dreamers. It’s possible to wait so long that you forget what you’re waiting for, perhaps in a 
long checkout line at the grocery store or in the orthodontist’s “waiting room.” 
 We are waiting—dreading—what one health expert promised would be “our darkest winter,” as COVID-19 
spikes and spreads in regions that thought themselves isolated from the worst of it. We are always waiting for Christ-
mas, of course, but this year with no grandparents, siblings, cousins, or other relatives gathered around the tree, with 
no safe way to sing Yuletide carols in the nursing home (or to be sung to by fresh young voices), and with not enough 
money for all the toys we wanted but didn’t need. 
 We are waiting for a new political climate, new leadership, and a new spirit of cooperation among our politi-
cians, all of which we fear will be like waiting for jolly St. Nick to come down the chimney in a house without a fire-
place. We are waiting for the guns to fall silent in our streets and for Proud Boys to see the light. We are primed and 
waiting for a vaccine, even as we hear warnings that its distribution will be a logistical nightmare and an ethical dilem-
ma. We suspect that the poorest people and the poorest countries will wait the longest for it. 
 But what of hope? That old realist, Paul, reminds us that “hope that is seen is not hope” (Rom. 8:24). Is it pos-
sible that an ominous Advent and a stripped-down Christmas will help us grasp the true object not only of our waiting 
but of our hope? That suddenly, in the absence of the trimmings, we will realize that Jesus is, like snow in Nebraska, a 
real possibility this Christmas? 
 We are hoping—on tiptoe—that Christ will come, not on the 
clouds of heaven but with surprises that we in a lifetime of waiting 
never dreamed of. That, once again, he will become one of us and 
show us the way forward in this world of his and, like the mysterious 
Key of David, open doors between us that have been closed for 
years. We are hoping that, through the faithful efforts of his people, 
hate will give way to love.  
 It is possible. If Jesus has really become one of us, then he 
does not represent a category separate from all the things we grieve 
and fear and wait for. He is God with us—no doubt masked—hiding 
in plain sight. We may not always recognize this God, but in every 
act of justice and reconciliation he will be there. He even hears us 
sigh when we pray, “Amen, come Lord Jesus!”   



CHURCH STAFF 
 

Norm Jones, Jr.—Pastor  (rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu) 
Virginia Robinson, Dir. of Music  (robinsonva62@gmail.com) 
Sue Bunch, Pianist  (s_bunch@att.net) 
Zachary Cagle, Office Admin.  (salemumchurch@ymail.com) 

Weekly/Monthly  Happenings at Salem 
(ALL  regular monthly programs CANCELLED due to C-19 ) 

Our  Financial  Stewardship: 
 

Thru December 29 2020 
 

Weekly budget need: $4,025.25 
Yearly Budget needed:  $209,313.00 
Budgeted need to date:  $209,313.00 
Total Received for Budget:    $174,534.64 
Ministry Expenses to Date:   $176,388.07 
 
We are $1,853.43 behind on expenses for the year.      
($8,308.77 in actual costs were graciously waived this 
year) 
 

Other Ministry Gifts Received to Date for 2020: 
Backpack Ministry:  $1,525.00 
Building Fund:    $12,390.00 
Cemetery:    $1,675.00 
PPP Loan:  $21,400.00 

     This year we are serving 9 fami-
lies, 25 children, through our Back-
pack Ministry.  
We currently need breakfast items 
(single serve packages of oatmeal, 
grits, breakfast bars, cereal, and pop 
tarts), and desserts (snack cakes, 

granola bars, pudding cups, fruit cups, and jello cups). 
We cannot send home glass jars during the school year. 
 Thank you for all your support. We also pro-
vided food boxes last month with Burkemont Baptist.   

Upper Room Devotionals (Jan/Feb):  
Are available for pick-up in the church office.  If 
you would like one mailed to you, please call 
the church office.  You may also download a pdf 
free at www.upperroom.org/covid-19 
 
Adult Sunday School Books are available also.  

2           Angie Dotson, 
5 Maria Williams, Trina Cole 
9 Brenda Dellinger 
10 Melissa Causby, Leota Garrison 
11 James Carswell, Steven Roper  
12 Camelia Causby 
15 Josh Call, Rick Pruett 
17         Dawson Carswell, 
19 Laqueta Carroll 
20 Dylan Bollinger 
21 Gordon Ronk 
25  Alan Byrd 
27 Janet Koon 
29 Nina Horton, Charles Garrison Jr. 
30 Grant Causby 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
23 Alan & Joann Byrd 
29 Larry & Janet Koon 

Dear Lord, hear our prayers…. 
Requests: Keith Ollis, Mary Carswell, Gordon Ronk, Terry 

Campbell, JoAnn Patton,  Ann Paschal, Betty Bunch, Brenda 

Autrey, Gerald & Mozelle Duckworth, Susan Clark 

Home Bound:  Millie Avery, Leota Garrison, James Carswell,       

                               Fred Duckworth,   

Nursing Home Residents:                                                                       

 - Hope Ridge Family Care – Doris Garrison                                                                                                               

- The Berkeley – Jean Jarrell 

Gifts given in Memory  or  in Honor (December) 

 
Helen McGee             by Brenda Dellinger 
Tessie Dale, Mildred Mull, Mary Dale, Eugene Dale         by Nicole Mull 
Jimmy & Marie Causby                                   by Martin & Beth Whitaker 
Bruce & Kay Pollard                                                             by Doris Ingram 
Helen McGee       by Bruce & Kay Pollard 
Charles Garrison, Dean Garrison,                                    by Leota Garrison 
Louise Garrison, Robert Garrison     
Gary Duckworth, Helen McGee,                           by Fred & Kathryn Duckworth 
Freddie Duckworth, Clarence & Velna Brendle   
James & Margaret Romano   by Dolores & Sal Siino 
Charles Garrison, Dean Garrison, Robert Garrison,  Louise Garrison    
                                          by Charles & Cheryl Garrison, Jerry & Marcia McCall 
 
Leota Garrison, Marcia & Jerry McCall              by Charles & Cheryl Garrison 
Dr. Lawrence Reubens, Herman & Minnie Mae Smith,        by Brenda Reubens 
Gary Smith, Kenneth Shuping        
Raymond Carswell, Kettie Carswell, Jack Carswell  
     by John & Mary Anderson 
Carl R. Duckworth, Catherine Duckworth    by Jackie L Ward 
Nell Causby      by Beth & Dennis Setzer 
Norman Duckworth                                       by Beulah Duckworth 



 

 “When they had seen him, they spread the word con-
cerning what had been told them about this child, 

18 
and all who 

heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.   
(Luke 2:17-18) 

      Sanctuary Air Needs 

 Over the last 2 years our Trustees have assessed, and now 
recommend, the replacement of our existing air units in the Sanctuary 

Building.  (This includes the sanctuary unit and the basement and first 
floor classrooms).  The current units are over 30 years old.  While they 

are still operating, we were notified they are on their last months and 
will again require minor repairs this year.  Replacing the units now will 

enable us to address dehumidifcation issues in the basement and in-
clude air purification systems which clean the air and have been tested 

to reduce human coronavirus particles by 90%.  Not only should we 
experience energy savings with the Carrier 10 ton and 5 ton systems, it 

is a thoughtful investment for the health of all who attend.  The total 
estimated cost for both units installation is $23,685.  We are blessed to 

share that over $11,300 has been received toward this goal and installa-
tion will begin in January but we are still short.   

 It would be difficult to place a value on your church because 
its worth to the community and so many of us goes beyond the tangi-

ble.  However, we are inviting all our SUMC family to prayerfully 

consider making a gift or pledge beyond our ministry budget needs 

to meet this challenge.  Any amount helps to make this project 

possible and ensures continued sanctuary facility use for generations 
to come.  Thank you for your impact.   

 If you wish to know more 
regarding specifications or the 

quote, feel free to contact Bob Har-
bour at 828-413-5654 . 

 
 
Dear SUMC 
           Thank you very much. I am so blessed that during this 
difficult time you chose my family to help with my water crisis. 
No one knows how grateful I feel to have water.  God Bless you 
all. 
   Leslie Jones 
 
Thank you for your gift card. We really appreciate it very much! 
You all are so very thoughtful!  
  Deborah Bowditch & all the staff at FMCU! 
 
I want to thank all the carolers for coming and singing and 
bringing me the gift.  I thoroughly enjoyed last night.  You don’t 
know how much it meant to me just to see you all.  Thank you! 
  Leota Garrison 

Outdoor Christmas 

Candlelight Worship 
(Dec 23) 

Giving & Offering Options 
 

THANK YOU so much for financially supporting 
God's work through your church! 

 

How can I give and support my church financially at this 
time? 

1- The church office remains open Tue and Fri 11am-5pm and 
you may drop off your gift. (433-6600) 
 

2- Checks can be mailed directly to the church address (1206 
Salem Rd / Morganton 28655) 
 

*3- Online giving can be accessed on our 
website at www.sumcm.org 
Click the Donate tab in the top right head-
er and it will take you directly to our do-
nation page. 
 

*4- Text giving:  Text the word "give" to 
828-330-8897.  You will receive a link to 
fill out your giving info and create an account.  

http://www.sumcm.org/

