
INVITATION TO THE BIBLE YEAR  @  SUMC 
Throughout the year I’ve heard two primary themes from our congregation:  We want to foster a 

renewed sense of community and connection to God and each other.  We want to inspire and renew our spirits 
after a pandemic that has worn us out.  So, we are inviting EVERYONE on a journey TOGETHER over 365 days to 
read the entire Bible together.  The beauty is we are all on the same page together each day and, no matter 
where you are, you can still feel connected to what we are doing.  
 

You might already have some doubts this will work: 
-It’s overwhelming.  That’s a lot of reading and it’s an old book. 
-We’re busy people.  I don’t have hours in the day for everything I have to do. 
-The Bible can be confusing (names, words, places, and difficult to understand). 
-There are parts of the Bible that are troubling & what if it changes my thinking or I don’t like what I discover? 
 

             But here’s the thing.  All of us want to live our stories better.  We are trying to be a good parent to our 
children or make our parents proud.  We are trying to overcome obstacles to survive and thrive.  We wonder what 
the next page or chapter of our lives will bring.  There is no better way for you to learn to live your story as God 
intends it than to find yourself in the Bible’s stories.    
 

Why are we doing this? 
-Everyone who goes on this journey will be changed in some way. 
-People will feel connected to God and to each other because they have read these stories together. 
-Folks will discover new favorite stories, see themselves in the pages, and will gain new friendships in groups. 
-The Spirit will work more times than you’ll be able to count.      (When someone says, "I read a passage this week 
that was exactly what I needed because of what was happening in my life", that will be God working). 
 

How will it work? 
*1) Beginning Dec. 19, one Bible Year Devotional book will be gifted to every household. These books contain a 
daily plan and space for reflection.  (We will distribute at church but deliver others as needed).    
*2) Using the Bible of your choice, we start our daily readings on January 4.  (we average 3-4 chapters a day) 
*3) Weekly reflection groups are also essential with multiple options offered each week where you can encourage 
and discuss what you’re reading as you go.  Pick which works best for you and come as often as you can.  (One will 
be offered Wed nights, another on Sundays, and SS classes may choose to adapt their class to reflect on the 
weekly readings) 
4) Throughout the year some of our worship series will reinforce our weekly readings.  
5) Weekly podcasts are available with biblical scholars and clergy around the country to enhance your study. 
  https://hydeparkumc.org/adult-groups/the-bible-project-2020/ 
6) Throughout the year we’ll plan mission opportunities or celebrations that connect to our readings 
7) A facebook group will be established where you can comment and reflect. And each month, a different church 
leader will post a short reflection.  
8) Kids will also participate using a weekly Digging into the Bible curriculum in Sunday School and at home. 
 
      This journey is about creating a welcoming, nurturing environment in which people are connected to each 
other, stay on track with readings together, and ultimately discover a deeper purpose and meaning in the stories 
of the Bible.  And, if you fall out of rhythm, you can always join back in. 
 

Taking the Bible Year journey together is part of our answer and part of how we 
emerge from a pandemic in a way that will open our minds, stretch our imaginations, and 
inspire our living.  We are investing in this effort because we believe in you and we believe in 
God’s ability to speak through scripture.  What you can believe is that God will work.  Let’s do 
this together as congregational family.  Take the challenge.  You’ll be glad you did.  

 
Pastor Norm 



Bible Year Tips & Helps 
We’ve compiled a list of tips, aids, and resources to help make reading the Bible in a year a workable 

reality for you.  Feel free to use any or all of these to enhance or better enjoy our journey together.       
 

Tips: 
1) Use a translation of the Bible that is helpful for you.   
 (The CEB, NIV, and The Message tend to be Norm’s preferred translations for accuracy and ease of language) 
2) Make an intentional 15 minute time slot daily.  Some might call it an appointment with God.   
(Typically rising a few minutes earlier each morning or setting a specific routine after dinner each evening are 
ideal.  Use what will fit your schedule, but determine to be intentional about it from the start). 
3) Set a calendar alert on your phone, watch, or device… or literally write it in your calendar to remind you daily. 
4) While reading, consider these 3 questions each day:    1-Where is God in this passage?   

2-What is God revealing to me today?  3-And, how will I apply it to my life? 
5) You are not a failure.  If you miss a day you can make it up the next day.   

If you miss two days, make it up the next two days (reading 2 days worth each day). 
If you miss more than 2 days reading, don’t try to make it all up.  Just start on the current day’s reading 

and move forward.  (Make a note and come back later at the end of the year to read days you missed.  If you try to 
catch up everything after several days off, you’ll get frustrated, overwhelmed, or quit. We want u to keep going!) 
6) Kids will have a take home page each week from Sunday School. Don’t forget to use these as a family to engage 
the kids with what they are learning and you are reading.  
 

Aids/Resources: 
1) There is space in your devotion book each day, use it.  Jot your notes, questions, or ideas down each day OR 
consider using a journal or notebook for personal reflections. 
2) Daily scriptures will also be published weekly in the bulletin and in our monthly newsletter as reminders. 
3) Multiple weekly discussion groups are offered beginning Jan 9 to give everyone opportunities to connect and 
grow in their reading of scripture.  Come as often as you can, or attend on different days as your schedule shifts.  
Weekly discussion isn’t required, but it’s proven to enhance your experience and encourage one another. 
 Sundays:  9:30am Sunday School class  5:30pm – Small group in Yth Room 
 Tuesday:  7pm, Online ZOOM meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87636156471?pwd=RWJ1Q2xPUDZvQUZOdE5NWGtWNzJldz09 
Meeting ID: 876 3615 6471 Passcode: 013918 Dial-in:         +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
 Wednesday:   6:30pm, Small group in Yth Room 
 

4) Luther Seminary offers a great free resource online called Enter the Bible.  It breaks down each book of 
Scripture to give you an in-depth overview of its background and context, its author and setting, the issues and 
themes in it, and even allows you to ask questions and interact with biblical scholars.  This is for anyone who 
wants to study or go deeper.  Create a free account at https://enterthebible.org/free-account-registration/ 
5) You can listen to free weekly podcast recordings and reflection of the readings by scholars and pastors from 
around the country.  Scroll down the page to access 60 total podcasts OR subscribe to the podcast with your 
app/phone.  https://hydeparkumc.org/adult-groups/the-bible-project-2020/ 
6) We have created an SUMC group Bible Year page you can join on Facebook where you can ask questions or 
post insights.  Each month, one of our Church Council leaders will be our guest commentator and they’ll post at 
least one comment or thought each week about something from the readings. 
7) During the year, our congregation will engage in several mission/outreach projects that connect with themes in 
our scripture readings. 
8) Periodically we’ll have congregational celebrations like a hymnsing with the psalms, or letter writing with 
letters of Paul.  There will also be on-ramps during the year to highlight a new season and welcome new people to 
join in the reading journey OR offer a nice opportunity to start back if you’ve had some trouble. 
9) Several of our worship series during the year will highlight or follow along with some of our daily readings. 
 

https://info.luthersem.edu/e3t/Btc/ZU+113/d11vTR04/VXkcNb7xsxw5W5C_wsV7MpxV_W2L--MX4yXGrVN8_nRFX3hpPkV1-WJV7CgKLJW8-WMTz9gCsfnW5ZjB6c87r78bW491rl94rYDZTW293P862Mn3m5N1X1GWKbH-G1W1MzY1j6d3xJlVdGJDd5rQH7XN3dPs29tLlrcW4943VM4YccQSN4NRgNb57_DhW2n34sj6PWmv8VDmT3m93Cz5fW84bdMx73by0hW1Mddj5416K3pW6ckK8C3tX1fCMV5fg_-r0LwW6tDR9x4ncC_yW37lKWL5Fwqm6VnR_cC1PwPnRW2YN1p45cpBn1W272vgF7vJ9HYMHPPr63GLpg3mRM1
https://hydeparkumc.org/adult-groups/the-bible-project-2020/

