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Notes from Norm 

 
Bad guys 

 

 Epiphany is often told or preached as a story about a long journey, or about the light of Christ 
leading and guiding us, or about God’s welcome to gentiles and people of all nations to know Jesus.  
 Halfway through what I like to call the season of Epiphany (the Sundays between Epiphany and 
the beginning of Lent), I’m reminded of a story about a pastor who sat down on the floor in the sanctu-
ary during worship and read a book with the kids that retold the story of Jesus’ birth.  A couple of kids 
asked loud and funny questions as she read.  But one of the smallest boys who sat right in front, in a 
voice adults could not quite hear, asked the same question over and over on each page.  He would 
point to someone and ask, “Is that a bad guy?”  At first, the pastor would answer.  “No, that’s a shep-
herd,” or “no, that’s just a person.”  But after a while, she had to just start ignoring him or she would 
never have gotten through the story.  Of course, we know there is at least one clear bad guy in the sto-
ry - Herod, a paranoid tyrant ready to use lies and violence against any threat to his power.  To Herod, 
everyone was a bad guy, a potential threat.   
 

 The image of that little boy up front at the storybook is a playful, but stark, reminder that we 
are living through a time when lots of people seem to be looking for bad guys.  When all we do is look 
for the bad guys, it sort of ruins the whole narrative.  If we’re so focused on figuring out who is the 
bad guy, we miss the point.  Jesus is a very different kind of king.  According to the Gospels and NT 
letters, the power of God is subversive, vulnerable, and life giving.  “What if,” one scholar writes, “the 
power of God is not a takeover or massacre but seeking and finding, going home by another way, sec-
ond chances, and spreading good news like seeds everywhere.”   
 

 What if, just for a little while, we stopped trying to figure out who’s a bad guy and we started 
trying to value each other for who we are.  Like it or not, we are ALL made in the image of God.  
What if we stopped trying to look for the bad guy and started trying to look for the Christ in each of 
us.  Maybe we’d actually make it to the end of this story...together.   
 

        Until the day, 

        Pastor Norm 

February 17, 6pm  
 

Drive thru between 6-7pm to receive the im-
position of ashes.  Write down your own con-

fession (or something to release to God), 
bring it with you, and it will be symbolically 
burned.  You will receive imposition of ashes 

and prayer from your car.  Safe guidelines and 
masks will be observed.  



Spiritual  Formation - Growing Deeper 
We have all missed connection during this pandemic but we don’t have to give up on spiritual growth.  We are inviting 

and challenging you to take advantage of one of these ONLINE offerings during Feb & March. 
 

Anxiety as Opportunity for Spiritual Growth 
Wednesdays @ Noon  (begins Feb 17) 

 
Lately, even those who don't consider themselves "anxious people" have felt 
fear and worry around health, finances, politics, race, or some other life dis-
ruption. 
 This series presents a surprising Gospel truth: that anxiety is a powerful opportunity 
to grow as followers of Jesus. We show you how to take spiritual advantage of your fears and 

worries. You will learn to encounter Jesus through your anxiety with the help of Scripture, 
physical practices, nature, prayer, and new self-understandings. 

 
7 sessions, each with short video segments, discussion topics, prayer & time for self-reflection 

 
*Please register ASAP by emailing the church office or call Pastor Norm.   

This course requires a code to access so registration is necessary 
 
 

 

Jeremiah - Daring to Hope in an Unstable World 
Sundays @ 6:30pm  (begins Feb 21) 

 
When we look around at today’s world, hope usually isn’t the first word to come to mind.  

Jeremiah also lived in an unstable time when he was called to share God’s message of mercy 
and love. His words are just as relevant to us as they were then. This 6 week Bible study is 
designed to help us discover guidelines to help overcome fear, worry, and bitterness as we 

surrender our wills to God.    

 
This course includes 5 days of work each week (about 25 minutes daily) and a weekly discus-
sion on Sunday (about an hour).  Purchase your own workbook for $8.50 from Cokesbury OR  

receive a pdf each week by email.   
 

*Registration is appreciated to ensure you get a workbook or materials for use.  Contact the 
church office ASAP if you want us to order a book.  

 
 
 

 

Re:form Ancestors Old Testament 
  (For Youth or Young Adults) 
  Sundays @ 11:15am     begins Feb 21 
 
  A youth Bible study that explores the ancestors of our faith by exposing the real, unpol-
ished, and unexpected personalities of 15 Old Testament characters.  You can sleep in and still have 
time to share a scripture study.    
Each week you’ll encounter the characters in a DVD clip, engage with some activities related to the 
story, and respond with your own points of view. 
 
 No prep work necessary. Just log on to the Zoom, have your Bible handy, and enjoy learn-
ing something new.   

 
 
 

Access Zoom links, login info, trailers, & additional info for all studies on our website:   
Salem UMC | Group Studies (sumcm.org) 

https://www.sumcm.org/get-involved/group-studies


SALEM UMC 2021 CHURCH  LEADERSHIP 
(Please lift them in prayer as they strive to follow God’s lead and inspire us in fruitful ministry) 

 

Church Council Officers 
Chair – Charles Autrey     Nurture (Explore) –  
Nominations – Norm Jones    Witness (Embrace) – Kevin Reinke 
Lay Leader – Cary Clark    SPRC – Angie Dotson / Tim Keller 
Finance – Wes Bunch     Trustee – Bob Harbour 
Parsonage Chair – Johnnie McLaughlin   Treasurer – Bruce Pollard 
Outreach (Embody) –  Jodi Brown   AC delegate – Doris Ingram 
UMM – Eric Carswell     UMW –  Lara Autrey 
UMY/Young adult – Emily Shuping   Charge Conf/Recording Secretary – Vicki Reinke 
  

Ministry Teams: 
Nominations Team: Norm Jones 
2021  Alan Byrd  2022  Barbara Harbour  2023  Fred Causby 
2021  Brenda Duckworth 2022  Holly Keller  2023  Beulah Duckworth  
  

SPRC Team:  Angie & Tim 
2021  Muriel McNeilly  2022  Marilyn Davis  2023  Todd Shuping 
2021  Kay Duckworth  2022  Tim Keller  2023  Angie Dotson 
  

Trustees Team:  Bob Harbour 
2021  Bob Harbour  2022      2023  Jerry Carroll 
2021  Jack Bridges  2022  Clarice Shuping  2023  Amy Causby     (parsonage rep) 
  

Parsonage Team:  Johnnie McLaughlin 
2021  Jessica Allen  2022  Rebecca Shuping  2023  Virginia Robinson 
2021  Johnnie McLaughlin 2022  Joyce Gibson  2023  Ernest Stroup 
  

Finance Team: Wes Bunch 
 Margaret Shell   Edith Dale   Bruce Pollard    
 Vicki Reinke   Hamilton Brown  Kathryn Duckworth  (trustee) 
   

Additional Church Leadership: 
Lay Speakers:  Cary Clark, Angie Dotson, Lisa Propst, Kevin Reinke 
 Church Historian – Edith Dale/Doris Ingram  Communion Stewards – Angie & Carrie Williams 
Reserve Delegate to AC  - Marilyn Davis        Acolyte Coordinator – Kay Duckworth 
Cemetery – Alan Byrd, Fred Causby               BUCM Coordinator – Beulah Duckworth 
Usher Captains – Bruce Pollard, Tim Keller, Jack Bridges, Kay Pollard,  
    

A PRAYER FOR HOLY CONNECTION 

by Debbie Wong 

   God of all creation, unbound by space and time, we con-
fess our weariness as we log on once more, in search of a 

holy connection. 
   Though we would not choose to meet this way, we hold 
to the promise that you choose always to meet us where 

we are. 
   When we feel the inadequacy of digital presence, re-
mind us that you, O Lord, are fully present, even here. 
   When we feel the strain of needing to perform who we 

are, when we are seen but not known, remind us that 
you, O Lord, know us completely. 
   When we are tempted to trust the illusion of the screen 
and flatten others in dismissal, remind us that behind 
each square sits a living, breathing child of God, behind 

each comment, a person in need of your love. 
   When we fail to engage others well, show us your grace.    

 
   When others fail to engage us well, may we show your 

grace. 
   When it feels as though even our prayers are spoken 
into a void, speak to us your words of life, which never 
return empty. 
   When we come to the edge of our limits, surprise us 

again with the fullness of your life–a life that lives in and 
flows through each of us, unhindered by blurry pixels and 

distorted sound. 
   Lord Jesus Christ, image of the invisible God, give us 
faith to see your substance in the virtual. 
   O Christ, in whom all things hold together, hold us to-
gether even in this time of physical separation. 
   By your Spirit, make us one, as your Spirit has always 
done, that in the endless bluish glow that illumines our 
days and nights, we might be able still to see your endless 
light.    Amen 



Worship / Programming Update: 
 

 While we celebrate our success of indoor and drive-in worship, it is in-
creasingly apparent that C-19 is widespread and continuing to impact our mem-
bers and neighbors.  After thoughtful assessment, feedback, and prayer, all 
worship and programs for SUMC will remain online until at least March 7. 

 This also enables us to have the new air units and purification system operating in the Sanctuary Build-
ing by the time we return. 
 In the meantime, please consider worshipping with us each Sunday with the service posted on our 
website (sumcm.org).  Upper Rooms, Sunday School books, and worship DVD's will also still be available 
upon request from the church office.  We look forward to the opportunity of being together again and 
building on our success.  Let us continue to let the light of Christ shine in us wherever we find ourselves. 

How we shape a better future 
by Jake Owensby  (Looking for God in Messy Places) 

 

 In his inaugural speech, President Biden called for unity. To his credit, he did not ask us to sweep our signifi-
cant social and political differences under the rug. On the contrary, he recognized that disagreement can and should 
be the engine of democracy. 
 Disagreeing with each other is not our chief problem. It’s how we disagree that has been producing cracks in 
our national foundation. Instead of genuinely talking to each other about our differences, we shout over each other.  
We use inflammatory rhetoric to win points with those who already agree with us and spend very little energy on listen-
ing to those with a different perspective.  As a result, we rarely devise innovative solutions to our persistent problems. 
 You won’t find an era in U.S. history, or in world history for that matter, during which everybody was of one 
mind about important issues.  What marks our own time as especially perilous is the contempt and even the hatred we 
feel for those with whom we disagree.  Many of us are so entrenched in our own point of view — and in our loyalty to a 
political affinity group — that we can no longer listen to and learn from voices different from our own.  For some time 
now, left and right, rural and urban haven’t just seen things differently. They have grown to despise each other. Con-
tempt-laden conflict leaves only winners and losers. To borrow a phrase from the nuclear arms race of the previous 
century, it leads to mutual assured destruction. 
 Any hope of moving toward a more perfect union includes committing ourselves to a path of reasoning togeth-
er.  That path is paved with the hard and patient work of give and take, back and forth, and mutual edification. 
To really talk to each other, we have to believe in our heart of hearts that other people have something to tell us and to 
teach us. We have to be willing to listen.  Our own perspectives are limited. We may be wrong or our understanding 
may be lacking. In other words, really talking to each other requires humility.  And as it turns out, this point in our histo-
ry is a juncture where those who have taken up the call to follow the example of Jesus may just have something espe-
cially helpful to offer. 
 Mind you, America is not a Christian nation. And you don’t have to be a Christian — you don’t have to be reli-
gious at all — to be fully American.  Nevertheless, the Christian concept of humility — a concept that we share with 
other faith traditions — reinforces the American notion that we are all equal. Equal in a way even deeper than the 
rights guaranteed by our Constitution.  And our ability to talk together requires that we acknowledge that equality. 
All of us share in the same human condition.  We are all equal in our fragility, our imperfection and our finitude.  No 
matter how rich, smart, good looking, or talented you are, you never know what hand life is going to deal you next. 
Whether you have a PhD or, like my maternal grandfather, you finished only the third grade, there will always be 
something you don’t know.  Probably more than you know right now.  And you will always have something vital to offer 
all the rest of us. 
 Nobody chooses their family of origin, and the Grim Reaper 
eventually knocks on every door.  Our finitude means that each of us al-
ways has a limited perspective and that we’ll make flawed decisions from 
time to time. None of us knows the whole story and everybody screws up 
in ways known and unknown.  Nobody’s point of view is complete.  No 
one is perfect in character or conduct.  We are equal in weakness and in 
the short-sightedness of our mind’s eye.  And so we need each other. 
Sometimes we need a helping hand.  Sometimes we’ll be the one who 
lends a hand, to echo the new president. 
 And this is especially so when it comes to figuring out how to 
confront our common challenges.  We do our best social and political 
work when we humbly learn from and interact with each other’s perspec-
tive and insight.  Humility makes it possible for us to hear and learn from 
each other. And that is how we shape a better future. Together.  Or, to 
borrow Ram Dass’ oft-cited phrase, we are at our best when we remember that we’re all just walking each other home 



CHURCH STAFF 
 

Norm Jones, Jr.—Pastor  (rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu) 
Virginia Robinson, Dir. of Music  (robinsonva62@gmail.com) 
Sue Bunch, Pianist  (s_bunch@att.net) 
Zachary Cagle, Office Admin.  (salemumchurch@ymail.com) 

Weekly/Monthly  Happenings at Salem 
(ALL  regular monthly programs CANCELLED due to C-19 ) 

Our  Financial  Stewardship: 
 

Thru January 30 2021 
 

Weekly budget need: $3,875.19 
Yearly Budget needed:  $201,510.00 
Budgeted need to date:  $15,500.75 
Total Received for Budget:    $8,629.25 
Ministry Expenses to Date:   $12,120.21 
 
We are $3,491 behind on expenses for the year.       
 

Other Ministry Gifts Received to Date for 2021: 
Backpack Ministry:  $100.00 
Building Fund:    $1,500.00 

     This year we are serving 9 fami-
lies, 25 children, through our Back-
pack Ministry.  
We currently need breakfast items 
(single serve packages of oatmeal, 
grits, breakfast bars, cereal, and pop 
tarts), and desserts (snack cakes, 

granola bars, pudding cups, fruit cups, and jello cups). 
We cannot send home glass jars during the school year. 
 Thank you for all your support.   

Upper Room Devotionals (Jan/Feb):  
Are available for pick-up in the church office.  If 
you would like one mailed to you, please call 
the church office.  
 
Adult Sunday School Books are available also.  

2  Cheryl Garrison 
4 Gerald Duckworth 
6 Severin Smith 
7 Vicky Stevens 
18 Amy Causby 
26 Doris M. Garrison, Linda Snyder 
 Faith Pons 
28 Louise Kramer, Gary Whitener 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
27 Dennis & Nikki Carswell 
28 Fred & Kathryn Duckworth 

Dear Lord, hear our prayers…. 
Requests: Keith Ollis, Mary Carswell, Gordon Ronk, Terry 

Campbell, JoAnn Patton,  Ann Paschal, Betty & Sue Bunch, 

Gerald & Mozelle Duckworth, Shirley Kahill, Tom Jarrell 

Home Bound:  Millie Avery, Leota Garrison, James Carswell,       

                               Fred Duckworth, 

Nursing Home Residents:                                                                       

 - Hope Ridge Family Care – Doris Garrison                                                                                                               

Gifts given in Memory  or  in Honor (January) 

 
Thomas Lee Hayworth,           by Joan Borden  
My church Family, Bruce & Kay Pollard                          by Joan Borden 
Willie Propst, Steve Propst  by Mary Ann Propst, Lisa Propst, & Cary Clark 
Clarence & Velna Brendle, Bob Davis         by Marilyn Davis 

Salem UMC Blood Drive 
 Friday 

March 12, 2:30-7 pm (FH) 
 
 

Consider giving the gift of life.  
Sign up online at www.redcrossblood.org 

 
 

 Enter sponsor code:  
salemumc  

Must pre-register.  No walk-ins 

Address for:  Carrigan Causby 
  701 Warren Wilson Rd. 
  CPO 7744 
  Swannanoa, NC 28778-2042 



 

Church Council Meeting Summary 
(Online Zoom 1-17 & 1-24-2021) 

 

We need to celebrate the ways in which we served in ministry in 2020.  Shared listing from newsletter. 
 

Pastor Norm opened with scripture and prayer. 
 

Leadership exercise – our most important work are the things we write in pen – the who we are and of what we are certain 
 

Lara Autrey proposed a February 14th, Valentine’s visitation similar to our caroling in Dec.  We moved the Council Meeting 
Feb 14 to 3pm in the FH and following at 4pm we will break up into 2 teams to visit elderly and shut-ins.  Lara will collaborate 
with others on a list and suggestions.   
 

Praises and prayers shared. 
 

Bob Harbour reports the work in the sanctuary basement is basically complete and CleanTech will come to clean next.  A 
neighbor adjacent to church property requested permission to cut a few of our trees to prevent future damage.  Bob will com-
municate with them.  One new panel was replaced on sign and LED lights installed.  The other panel was broken in delivery 
but it should be completed soon.   
 

Need to schedule SPRC meeting to do some training – Angie will set a date. 
All church teams need to set up Zoom meetings to begin focusing on priorities for this year. 
 

Bruce – finances may not be strong but are encouraging right now.  We probably received about $1000 more than expenditures 
last year and almost $21k has been received for sanctuary air system.  We don’t qualify for the new PPP grants.   
 

Emily Shuping shared thoughts about how to make an impact for North Liberty.  Prayers for teachers and supplies needed for 
sensory bags.  Approx. 11 teachers and 20 assistants.  Lara will check with Rebecca Shuping about needs and we can possibly 
provide a meal for staff.  Kevin mentioned the idea of a prayer request event when students return next month or a prayer box 
at school. 
 

Charles closed in prayer. Meeting adjourned. 

      Sanctuary Air Needs 

 The total estimated cost for both units installation is 
$23,685.  We are blessed to share that over $20,900 has been re-

ceived toward this goal and installation should take place this month.  
Thank you for your impact and continued generosity!   

 If you wish to know more re-
garding specifications or the quote, feel 

free to contact Bob Harbour at 828-413-
5654 . 

 
 
Dear SUMC, 
It was good to look out the window on a December afternoon and 
see the Salem UMC carolers. Thanks for blessing us with the sing-
ing of Christmas Carols.    -Fred & Kathryn Duckworth 
 
Salem UMCer’s, 
Thank you so very much for your generosity and support..  This 
year we moved 20 families from homelessness into permanent 
home situations because of the kind support of people like you.  
Thanks for being a life-changing solution to families in need in 
our community.           -Suzy Fitzgerald, Meeting Place Mission 

 
 

 
Salem UMW, 
Thank you for your generous donation to Good Samaritan Clin-
ic  and BUCM.  For 25 years now we have impacted the lives of 
uninsured residents in Burke County.  Our staff and volunteers 
are committed to honoring the God-given dignity of our neigh-
bors by promoting their health and well-being.  We are so 
grateful!        -Sheila Young, Finance Director, BUCM 

We are like Lightbulbs 
(reflection submitted by Shirley Simmons) 

 
We are like lightbulbs.  We burn bright until the wind 
blows the electricity lines and we flicker. 
 When the electricity lowers - we dim. 
 
When the ice accumulates on power lines or something 
happens to damage the electricity 
lines -  we go out, causing complete 
darkness.   
 
The electrician is like God, for when 
he restores the lines and causes the 
power to be renewed, the lightbulb 
burns brighter than ever.   
 
Because now the lightbulb has expe-
rienced total darkness!! 


