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THE  BOY  WHO  LIVED 
 

Over Christmas vacation, I opted for some light reading and found a copy of Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s 
Stone at the public library.  While I’ve seen all the films, I’ve never read the books.  I can’t say it’s great literature, 
but it was a fun read.  I’ll confess, when I opened to the first chapter titled “The Boy Who Lived,” I started thinking 
there was more here than just kid fiction.  Yes, I’m going to use an analogy from Harry Potter.  But before anyone 
has a panic attack, just hear me out. 

 The orphan Harry is thrust into the wizarding world at age 11 and, as it turns out, eve-
rybody knows who Harry is.  He’s legendary.  Famous.  Everyone knows, but Harry, that is.  
His new-found friend, Hagrid, is outraged Harry’s never been told what happened to his par-
ents.  Hagrid does his best to fill him in about a powerful wizard who turned bad and killed 
anyone who tried to stop him – including Harry’s parents.  “Dark days, Harry.  Didn’t know 
who ter trust.”  The night he killed Harry’s parents, he tried to kill Harry too.  “No one ever 
lived after he decided to kill them, no one except you… You’re the boy who lived!” 
 These are dark times.  Although, I’m not convinced it has as much to do with issues of 
human sexuality as it does our own spiritual amnesia.  After 2000 years, you would think we 
know our story by now.  But, at any given moment, I might easily forget.  It happens every 
now and again.  And someone has to step in and remind us of our focus and identity - It’s Je-
sus.  You know, John Wesley wasn’t supposed to have lived either.  He was plucked from a 

fire at his home as a child.  And of course, there is Jesus.  They tried to kill him, but he just wouldn’t stay dead.  
Death had no power over him, nor does it us.   

There are a lot of good people concerned for what may or may not happen after General Conference at the 
end of this month.  Truthfully, I’m not really worried or anxious.  Scripture suggests it does little good to be.  
Here’s a thought:  What if we quit worrying about what may or might not happen and start being the “church that 
lived?”  Wouldn’t that be something?  Everybody would know who we are.  We’re the church that lived – for 
Christ, through Christ, and in Christ!   

      And are we yet alive, 
      Pastor Norm 

General Conference:  Feb 23-26 
 
 Many have their hearts and minds turned toward what might happen in St. Louis this month as the UMC wrestles with 
issues of human sexuality.  They are inviting us to pray, some are holding vigils, and generally channeling their energy in some 
form to that place or that week.  Sure, our UMC as a global body will meet.  But, I’m not expecting much.  When I think of the 
remarkable ways God moves, it rarely seems to be with some big event or hyped-up gathering.  Most often, it seems to be behind 
the scenes or tucked away in local settings where people open their hearts to Jesus.  Don’t look to a global gathering, but a local 
community to see the hand of God moving.  Sure, it can happen anywhere.  It just seems more noticeable in the 
local church.   
 So, by all means, pray for those delegates or that week if you wish.  But may I also invite you to invest 
even more time to pray this prayer in the days and weeks ahead:   

Loving God, open me to the movement of your Spirit.  Help us to be the church of “love in 
action.”  And, as far as it is possible by me, use me to live that out by exploring my faith more 
deeply, embodying Christ in all I do, and embracing others you put before me.  Thank you Jesus.  
Praise you Lord, Amen.  
 
Additional GC Info:   http://www.umc.org/topics/general-conference-2019-special-session 



STATE of the CHURCH Address: 
(excerpt from Norm’s sermon “Disturbing Hope” Jan 20, 2019) 

Dear Friends, 
 Let me share these words with you from the principal of Patton HS last month.  “Thank you for listening to 
your nudge and being the church that truly lives out your motto “love in action.”  Salem UMC exists because God call 
us to love in action and we have found ourselves living into that truth more fully.  Our steps may be small but the mur-
mur of our congregation suggests we are accomplishing far greater than we had imagined.   
 This time a year ago, 3 youth felt God calling them toward some form of ministry through their involvement 
with youth activities and retreats.  Another 3 youth traveled to Puerto Rico over the summer for hurricane relief and 
rebuilding.  A mom’s monthly coffee hour began building community and relationship for younger parents.  Record 
numbers have shown up for events like the youth mission supper, UMW & UMM mission fundraisers, Journey to the 
Manger (around 200), and (nearly 700) Trunk or Treat Festival.   
 We have really enhanced our school partnerships within the last two years.  The UMW paid of the lunch debt 
of our elementary, middle, and high school!  School giveaways like first day drive-thru biscuits, last day ice cream, 
and open house hot dogs were fun and appreciated.  Staff meals were provided to Salem Elementary including our an-
nual appreciation at the beginning of August.  Over $2600 was also collected for Salem Elementary School offerings.  
We continue to have around 9 reading buddies at SES and support 10 backpack families with food throughout the year. 
 We have grown in fellowship with monthly meals after worship and even fielded a church basketball team 
which offered great fun.  Drive-thru prayer has been an extremely positive witness and outreach for our location in the 
community.  Each time we have been touched by how God moves through prayer and needs.  Another major door God 
has opened is partnering with Patton High School to create a greenway for our Salem community and a learning/
athletic space for the school.  The Enola Trail is already being developed and we have helped to secure grant funding 
of over $20,000 for construction and participated in a few trail workdays.  And, you can’t begin to quantify the untold 
number of hands you have held, prayers you have lifted, or cards you have sent to uplift folks within our community in 
the midst of struggle, illness, and even death. 
 Perhaps our biggest setback to living more fully into “love in action” is our current operating practice.  We 
really need a monthly council/leadership meeting in order to build momentum and follow-thru on ideas and projects.  
We need to grow and re-activate our Mission and Witness ministry teams and we welcome anyone with a heart’s de-
sire to serve.  Maybe that’s you?  If so, there’s a place for you.  We have some tremendous gifts and resources among 
our people, but continually find folks feeling overwhelmed by the demand of so many other things in their life.   
 In the last two months, we’ve celebrated 4 baptisms, 7 confirmations, 3 new members, and welcomed several 
new guests.  At the same time, we’ve lost several faithful folks over anxiety and concerns regarding the UMC’s study 
of human sexuality issues.  We are blessed with a diverse theological spectrum at SUMC and continue to faithfully 
discover ways to live together fully in Christian community and witness.  While the world around us is so polarized, 
we are finding ways to love one another and celebrate what unites us – the redeeming love of Jesus. 
 Our greatest hope is to live together in a manner worthy of Christ’s gospel.  Sharing the same love, being unit-
ed, and agreeing with each other.  As Paul instructs us:  “Don’t do anything for selfish purposes, but with humility 
think of others as better than yourselves.  Instead of each person watching out for their own good, watch out for what is 
better for others.  Adopt the servant attitude that was in Christ Jesus.” 
 Sisters and brothers, I am confident that “the one who started a good work in you will be faithful to complete 
it.”  I am excited and humbled to serve as a spiritual leader for this congregation and pray for God’s discernment to 
guide our steps in the coming year as we serve together in community.  As Joshua begins his ministry and the awe-
filled task of entering the land of promise, God instructs Joshua: “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not 
be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”  My prayer is these words will sustain and 
be embraced by our congregation this year as we attempt to be faithful to God’s call.   

  GIRL  SCOUT  COOKIES  - For Sale! 
 

Cookie season is in full-swing.  Have a treat and help our troop at SUMC raise funds for 
their camps and programs this year.  To place an order just email or call the church of-
fice.  (Y ou may also order directly from Avalon, Faith, Isabel, or Portia).  Each box is $4 
and money is due upon delivery.  Contact Sara Pons with any additional questions? 
 
    You may choose from: 
Thanks-a-Lot - (shortbread & fudge)   S’mores - (graham & choc.) 
Lemonades - (shortbread & lemon)   Shortbread - (traditional) 
Thin Mints - (Choc. & mint)    Peanut Butter Patties - (choc & PB) 
Caramel deLites -  (Caramel, coconut, choc)  PB Sandwich - (oatmeal & PB fill) 



Please lift them in prayer as they strive to follow God’s lead and inspire us in fruitful ministry.   

SALEM UMC 2019 CHURCH LEADERSHIP 
  

Church Council Officers 
Chair – Lisa Propst     Nurture (Explore)  - Kay Pollard/Joyce Gibson 
Nominations – Norm Jones    Witness (Embrace) – Nina Horton 
Lay Leader – Cary Clark     SPRC – Thomas Simmons 
Finance – Bruce Pollard     Trustee – Dennis Carswell 
Parsonage Chair – Joyanne Benfield   Treasurer – Dawn Hutchins 
AC delegate – Lara Autrey    UMM – Eric Carswell     
UMW – Lara Autrey     UMY/Young adult – Christina Benfield  
Outreach (Embody) – Angie Dotson    Charge Conf/Recording Secretary –    
  

Ministry Teams: 
Nominations Team:   Norm Jones 
2019  Sara Pons   2020 Lynda Woody  2021  Grant Causby 
2019  Margaret Carswell  2020 Todd Shuping  2021  Brenda Duckworth 
  
SPRC Team: Thomas Simmons 
2019  Barbara Harbour  2020  Jerry Carroll  2021  Muriel McNeilly 
2019  Thomas Simmons  2020 Jodi Brown  2021  Kay Duckworth 
  
Trustees Team: Dennis Carswell 
2019 Dennis Carswell  2020 Bob Harbour  2021  Jon Pons      Joyanne Benfield (Parsonage) 
2019 Denver Hensley  2020 Larry Koon  2021  Margaret Shell 
  
Parsonage Team:  Joyanne Benfield 
2019  Charles Autrey  2020 Fred Causby  2021  Kacey Hensley 
2019  Alan Byrd   2020 Joyanne Benfield  2021  Amanda Simmons 
  
Finance Team: Bruce Pollard 
 Susan Stroup   Dawn Hutchins  Wes Bunch    
 Bob Harbour (trustee)  Hamilton Brown  Kathryn Duckworth 
   
Outreach & Witness Ministry Team:  (Contact Angie 312-6580 or Nina 438-4638 to get involved) 
 
Nurture Ministry Team:   (Contact Kay 437-3738 or Joyce 430-8460 to get involved) 
 

Additional Church Leadership: 
Lay Speakers:   Eric Carswell, Cary Clark, Angie Dotson, Lisa Propst 
  
Church Historian – Edith Dale/Doris Ingram             Communion Stewards – Angie & Carrie Williams 
Reserve Delegate to AC  - Marilyn Davis 
Scripture Coordinator – Rachel Kelly                  Acolyte Coordinator – Kay Duckworth 
 
Cemetery – Alan Byrd, Dennis Carswell, Fred Causby                BUCM Coordinator – Beulah Duckworth 
Usher Captains – Bruce Pollard, Dobie Kelly, Tim Keller, Jack Bridges, Kay Pollard  

Dear Lord, hear our prayers…. 
Prayers & Concerns: Thomas Ayers,  Tonya Brown, Tom Carlson,  

Max Pearson, Tony Causby, Gary Whitener, Mark McGhinnis,   

Keith Ollis, Sandy Becker, Sarah Koon, Sandra Durain, Todd Huss 

Homebound:  Millie Avery, Mildred Mull,  Mary Wilson,  Jean Jar-

rell, Charles & Leota Garrison, James Carswell, Fred Duckworth 

                              Nursing Home Residents:   

                                  ~Grace Heights–  Mable Hoke 

                                 ~College Pines– Elsie Roper, Avis Williams 

                                   ~Brian Center of Spruce Pine– Helen McGee 

                                     ~Hope Ridge Family Care– Nell Causby 

                                      ~Autumn Care - Janette Dale 

Servant Leaders for February 
Acolytes:    Usher Captains: 
3– Isabel Jones  3 -  Jack Bridges  
10– Brady Keller 10- Dobie Kelly 
17– Ava Hensley 17- Bruce Pollard 
24– Ronin Smith 24 - Tim Keller 
 

Reader for 11 am 
3 – Dobie Kelly 
10 - Jodi Brown 
17 - UMW 
24 – Kacey Hensley 
 

Nursery 
3-   11 am–  Holly Keller & Tim Keller 
10-  11 am–  De’Nae Huffman & Margaret Duckworth 
17-  11 am  - Muriel McNeely & Brenna Call 
24-  11 am–  Edith Dale & Melissa Causby 



Youth Summer Mission Trip – June 9-15, Wilmington NC 
Team Effort is an inter-denominational ministry that hosts groups from across the 
U.S.  We will be staying at the Wilmington, NC camp to assist with hurricane rebuild-
ing efforts.  Open to youth grades 6-12. 
Space is filling quickly, so if you want to attend June 9-15...  Please LMK ASAP. 
Really, I MUST KNOW SOMETHING no later than Feb 10.   
 
You are welcome to invite a friend...but the deadline applies.  Camp is $329 but your 
expected cost is only $100 (depending on fundraisers).  The $100 registration is due by 
March 24 and not refundable.   Register with Pastor Norm:  828-980-4139 
  Website:  www.teameffort.org 
 

——————————————————————————————————————– 
SPRING  CONFIRMATION  SESSIONS 

If you’re in grades 5th-8th this is a significant time in your life for spiritual formation.  Pastor Norm will be of-
fering a series of gatherings this spring just for you to help you affirm your faith 
and discover more about what it means to follow Jesus.  Please alert Pastor 
Norm by Feb 17 if you would like to be participate! (828)980-4139 
 

In order to make a commitment, you will have to make a commitment.  I’m asking for 
your help in the process by making every effort possible for your child to attend each session and 
the weekend retreat at Lake Junaluska.  Below are the anticipated dates:   

Wednesdays 
March  6 (Ash Wed),  13, 20, 27  (6:30pm) 

Apr 3,  10,  17   (6:30pm) 
May  1  &  15 (6:30pm) 

In addition to these classes, one of the most rewarding experiences is the confirmation weekend 
retreat at Lake Junaluska May 3-5.    Please check your calendars immediately and alert me asap 

Teens will ask the tough questions with or without you. 
Can I ask that?  gives youth the space to wrestle with hard questions about 

God and faith in a way that’s more than formulas or easy answers.   Each 
month we’ll wrestle with a different question.  Don’t miss out and come ready 

to dive deeper together. 
 

Feb 10 & 24 -  Can I trust the Bible? 
 Mar 10 & 24 -   Does God discriminate against women? 
  April 7 & 28 -  Can Christianity and Evolution mix? 
   May  5 & 19 -   What does the Bible say about homosexuality? 

 

Spring Youth Series – Can I Ask That? 
Sundays  5:30pm  (new time) 

All youth 6th-12th grade are 
welcome and invited to join us 

5:30pm Thursday, Feb. 28th ~ 4:30-6pm 
We have a great location to welcome people leaving school 
or work who may be in need of prayer.  The process is simple 
and the outcome is priceless.   

Here are two ways you can help:  Just show up! 
We need  

1)Understanding/encouraging persons comfortable praying for others 
2) Warm/Energetic souls to hold signs by the road and wave at traffic. 



Weekly/Monthly  Happenings at Salem 

   UMW meet first Thurs-
days of each month @ 7pm   
 

(February 7, Cora Ora Cir-
cle—Kay Duckworth) 
(February 7, Sadie Rosemary Circle– Muriel 
McNeilly) 
(February 7, Mary Alice Circle- Barbara 
Schneider) 
 
Lois Velna Circle– meets 3rd Tues, 10am  in FH 

     Deeper  Water Bible Study    
Meets Wed. at 10 :30am in youth 
room.   All are welcome! 

Prayer Shawls are tangible reminders of God's love, comfort, and peace.  
The group meets Monday from 10 - 11:30am  All are welcome.  

If you know who needs a shawl contact  Margaret Carswell or Barbara Harbour 

Christ Bread 
Christ Bread meets February 26th 11am. Our guest will be 
CJ Stancil of Burke’s “Dancing with the Stars”. Bring a 
food item to share and come enjoy Christian fellowship!  

Our  Financial  Stewardship: 
 

Thru January 31 2019 
 

Budgeted Need:  $18,470.25 
Total Received for Budget:  $13,026.00 
Ministry Expenses to Date: $12,368.62 
 

Other Ministry Gifts Received to Date: 
Backpack Ministry: $45.00 
Tony Causby ALS: $1,569.00 

Gifts given in Honor or Memory (January) 
Memory of David Dale Given by Doris Ingram 
Tony Causby Given by Alan & Joann Byrd 
Tony Causby Given by Joan Borden 
Tony Causby Given by Mary Carswell 
Tony Causby Given by Margaret Carswell 
Tony Causby Given by Sexton & Edith Dale 
Tony Causby Given by Bruce & Kay Pollard 
Tony Causby Given by Mary Ann Propst 
Tony Causby Given by Vivki Reinke 
Tony Causby Given by Margaret Shell 
Tony Causby Given by Ernest & Susan Stroup 
Tony Causby Given by Steve & Jane Stroup 
Tony Causby Given by Jerry & Clarice Shuping 
Tony Causby Given by Martin & Beth Witaken 
Tony Causby Given by Michael & Jessica Allen 
Tony Causby Given by Norm & Kathryn Jones 
Tony Causby Given by Lisa Propst 
Tony Causby Given by Cary Clark 

Burke United Christian Ministries  
Join us 1st Tuesday of each month at 3:30pm as we serve 
dinner at BUCM.   1st Sundays of each month we encour-

age you to bring food for their pantry. (305 West Union St.)  
www.bucm.net 

2  Cheryl Garrison 
4 Gerald Duckworth 
6 Severin Smith 
7 Vickie Stevens 
14 John Avery 
18 Amy Causby 
26 Doris M. Garrison, Linda Snyder 
 Faith Pons 
27 Jessica Simonetti 
28 Louise Kramer, Gary Whitener 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
14  Jeremy & Jessica Simonetti 
27 Dennis & Nikki Carswell 
28 Fred & Kathryn Duckworth 

CHURCH STAFF 
Norm Jones, Jr.—Pastor  (rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu) 

Virginia Robinson, Dir. of Music  (robinsonva62@gmail.com) 
Sue Bunch, Pianist  (s_bunch@att.net) 

Zachary Cagle, Office Admin.  (salemumchurch@ymail.com)    

Mental Health First Aid Training 
The Catawba Valley District and Atrium Health will host free 
training in Mental Health First Aid. Mental Health First Aid is 
an 8-hour course that gives people the skills to help some-
one who is developing a mental health problem or experi-

encing a mental health crisis. The evidence behind the pro-
gram demonstrates that it does build mental health literacy, 
helping the public identify, understand, and respond to signs 

of mental illness. 
You must pre-register to attend. 

All courses run 8 am - 5 pm.  Lunch is provided.   
Register:   www.cvdistrictumc.org 

Feb. 9, First UMC, 300 N. Main Street Newton NC, 28658 

http://www.bucm.net


February 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   30 31 1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 
 

22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 March 1 2 

10:30 am Bible 
Study (Yth Rm) 
7 pm Choir  

10:30am Bible Study 
(Yth Rm) 
7 pm Choir  

8:30-10am  
Mom’s Coffee  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
4pm Church Council 
(Parlor) 
 
5:30pm Youth    
Mission trip deadline 
 

 
 
12pm Staff Mtg 
6:30pm  Praise 
Team 
 

 
6:30pm Praise Team 
 

11am  
Christ Bread (FH) 
6:30pm  PraiseTeam 
 

10am Prayer 
Shawl (Ed Bldg) 
 

 
 
10 am Prayer 
Shawl (Ed Bldg) 
 

10 am Prayer 
Shawl  (Ed Bldg) 
 

10 am Prayer 
Shawl  (Ed Bldg) 

 
 
12:15pm– Lunch 
after worship (FH) 
 
5:30pm Youth  

10:30am Bible Study 
(Yth Rm) 
7 pm Choir  

10:30 am Bible Study 
(Yth Rm) 
7 pm Choir  

 
UMW Sunday! 
 
Confirmation deadline 

 

 
7 pm UMW Circle 
Meetings  (homes) 

FYI: 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY 
MARCH  6 
6:30pm 

Norm away on vacation Feb 13– 21 

8:30-10am  
Mom’s Coffee  
 
6pm– Kids Movie 
Nite 

 

 
 

3:30pm BUCM meal 
6:30pm  Praise Team 
 

9-3pm Card 
Class (FH) 

4:30-6pm  Drive-
Thru Prayer  

 

 

Norm on vacation Feb 13– 21 


