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Salem Scoop 
NOTES from NORM 

 

“Jesus called them and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.”  (Matt 4:22) 

 

In a recent “Story for all Ages,” Kathryn invited our congregation and children into the story of Jesus’ invitation to disci-

pleship.  “Follow me and fish for people.”  About a dozen children were crouched at the altar “caught in the net” of 

God’s love.  Later, the children dispersed to find other “fish” in the pews to “bring into the net of God’s love.”  They 

were delighted to do it.  Some brought more than one.  When my son, Naaman, found David Dale and brought him for-

ward, to the delight of the congregation, he yelled with excitement: “Mommy, I gotta a fish!”  Many of you present that 

day also brought a name forward of someone on your mind you hoped might find themselves caught in the net of God’s 

love.  I hope you will continue to actively pray and pursue how God might use you to bring them to God’s net. 

 

Last month, I had the privilege of attending Resurrection with our youth in TN.  It was a lively, spirit-filled revival that 

resurrected in me the exhilarating invitation God offers each of us – to build God’s kingdom on earth as it is in heaven… 

to be the world’s seasoning…to transform the world one moment at a time.  The recurring call that weekend was to live 

as “water walkers.”  Like Peter, God beckons us out of the boat.  We were destined to walk on water!  Water walkers are 

bold, brash, and empower others to do the same.  But, to be “water walkers,” we have to get out of the boat.   

 

This is your invitation, from me, from Christ, and from your amazing youth, to get out of the boat and start living in the 

Holy-Spirit, God-claimed, life to which you were called.  Start making the impossible, possible.  Start renewing your 

community and helping others to live again.  Take the risk of being Jesus in radical, outside-the-box ways.  God desires 

so much more of us than fanfare on Sunday.  His call is the adventure of a lifetime.   

 

What if you and I could find the sheer joy again of helping someone else experience the love of Jesus?  What if we actu-

ally made it, not just a priority, but, our life’s work?  Imagine our worship filled with shouts of glee each week proclaim-

ing: “I gotta fish.”  This month, I’m praying for you to get out of the boat.  Listen for the nudge, and go for it!  And when 

you do, every time you do, let’s celebrate it.  Let’s boast, not in ourselves, but in the Spirit alive in us.   

 

You may have wondered what the hashtag on our marquee is all about?  Lately, it seems the global landscape can change 

overnight with a tweet.  Imagine how our landscape would change if we cover the twitterverse, facebook, and social me-

dia with encouraging celebrations of the 

ways we stepped out of the boat this month 

as individuals and as a church.  If you tweet, 

be sure to use the #getouttheboat, 

#waterwalkers, and link to our twitter page 

@sumcmyouth.  You can also post to our 

church facebook page  

www.facebook.com/sumcm.org using the 

same references (#getouttheboat, 

#waterwalkers).  Whenever you act boldly 

by the Spirit, don’t hesitate to shout with 

delight this month with a post, pic, or tweet.  

Every step is worth celebrating!   

   

   ~Pastor Norm 

http://www.facebook.com/sumcm.org


 Our Nurture Ministry Team 

invites everyone to a Church-wide 

Game Night Sat., Feb. 18th 5pm. 

This is a great intergenerational 

chance to play, have fun, and grow 

our relationships.  Bring a dish and 

a game to share. 

 

SALEM UMC Co-Ed Rec Basketball 2017 Schedule 
   (Games are Tues or Thurs at Mtn. View Rec (MV)) 

 

-Feb 7  vs. Zion Bapt., 6pm @ MV        -Feb 14 vs. 1st Advent, 8pm @ MV 

-Feb 16  vs. McDowell, 7pm @ MV  

   (remaining schedule TBD after Feb 16) 

 Here we Grow Again! 
 

If you are interested in using your gifts for God’s kingdom as a 
member of Salem UMC, please contact Pastor Norm  828-980-

4139.  Becoming a member of Salem means you feel within this 

community is where God can best nurture and use your gifts for 

ministry.   

 

     During worship 

on Jan. 15, Jessica 

Poteat Huffman 

responded to God’s 

call and received 

God’s gift of Bap-

tism as an outward 

sign of the remark-

able work God is 

doing in her.  Jes-

sica grew up at Sa-

lem, recently moved back into the community, and 

had never been baptized.  We rejoice to welcome 

her as the newest member of God’s family! 
 

Explore Faith  +  Embody Christ +  Embrace Others 

Family Movie Night-  

Join us February 24th  @ 6pm for Kid’s Movie Night in the Fel-

lowship Hall.  It’s an evening of food, popcorn, and fun for all kids 

and families.  We’ll view “The Secret Life of Pets ” 

UPDATE:  Making Sense of the Bible Study    
Sundays 10am in the Jimmy Beth Class 

 
An excellent study for anyone seeking to grow in their understanding of the Bi-

ble.  Books are available through the church for $9.    Please note the day and 

location change for this study due to scheduling conflicts on Wednes-

day nights.  Abbreviated sessions will meet during SS in the last class-

room on the left in the Education Building. 



SALEM KIDS on a mission 

    Sharing the LOVE 

                
Join us SATURDAY FEB 4   

9:30-11:30 am @ SUMC 
Crafts, cookie decorating, and valentine cards 

for friends and neighbors! 

YOUTH: 

The youth are invited to Chris 

and Melissa Causby’s  Sunday, 

Feb. 4th  at 5 pm to collect cans 

for BUMC and watch the Super 

Bowl together.   

Bring a snack to share. 

Prayer partners: 
Do you remember as a kid running to the mailbox to see if there was a card for you?   

Kids love to receive a card or note with their name on it!  As a prayer partner, you have the op-

portunity to pray for one of our children/youth each week and send a note of prayer and encour-

agement once a month.  

Thank you for your commitment to lifting up the young people in our church family, and if you 

forgot your note last month, don’t worry!  Go ahead and send one 

this week, and they will be so happy to hear from you!  We still 

have children who do not have a prayer partner.  If you would 

like to pray for one of our own on a weekly basis, let Kathryn 

Jones know and she will assign someone to you! 

kbjones549@gmail.com  

 

SPRING YOUTH MISSION TRIP 
 April 7-9 @ Camp McCall 

 
For middle and high-school youth to join in mission, 

worship and fellowship. Two nights at Camp McCall built 

around a day of hands-on mission work through Ruth-

erford Housing Partnership for those in need in Rutherford County.   Cost:  $35 
 

We also need skilled leaders from each church to direct the work day (those guys aren't necessarily ex-

pected to spend the night). Skilled leaders can visit their projects in advance and work with the RHP con-

struction manager.  To keep costs down, we hope churches may consider providing breakfast or lunch 

items.      Register with Kathryn ASAP! 



   UMW meet first       

  Thursday of each  

   month, 7pm.  

 

Weekly/Monthly  Happenings at Salem 

    Deeper  WaterBible Study    
Meets Wed. at 10 :30am in youth 
room.   All are welcome! 

The Remnant 

This Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 6 pm in the 

Parlor.   

Everyone is welcome.  

Prayer Shawls are tangible reminders of God's love, comfort, and peace, 

and can be given for many reasons from celebration to sympathy.  

The group meets Monday from 10a.m. - 11:30 a.m.  

All are welcome.  
If you know someone who needs a shawl contact Bonnie Bender or Margaret 

Carswell 

Burke United Christian Ministries –  

Join us the 1st Tuesday of each month at 3:30pm as we serve the evening meal at BUCM.  

BUCM is an ecumenical ministry serving the needs of our neighbors in crisis or who require 

assistance.   (305 West Union St.)  www.bucm.net 

 

Grades 6th-12th 

Sundays 5-7 pm 

Christ Bread 
 
 

 

A monthly program for all retirees and older adults to fellowship and nurture body, mind, and soul.  

New topics and guests are offered each month.   

This month Joey Belanger will join us to discuss his work as a DARE officer 

and as the morning host of the Big Dawg radio station.  

Feb. 28th  -  11am  (bring a dish to share) 

Thank You  Salem Church! 

Norm, Kathryn & UM Ladies, 

Thank you for the delicious Chinese luncheon for our teachers and staff.  We are impressed with your chef 

talents! Many wanted your recipe Thank you for treating us!  

  Becky Roach 

  Salem Elementary Principal 

 

Salem UMC Ladies, 

You are the BEST!! Many thanks for your help with duty free lunch.  Salem UMC is a gift to the school.   

Many thanks from the bottom of our hearts.  

  Becky Roach & all Salem Teachers 

 

Thank you to all those who have reached out to me and my family after the passing of my brother, 

Barry “Chick” Marler.  Your love and concerns have been very much appreciated.  

          Love, Joyce Gibson 

 

 

http://www.bucm.net




Sunday Worship Opportunities 
 

*Sunday School 9:45 AM   *Worship   9 AM & 11 AM 
 

Salem UMC exists because God calls us to love in action.  

CHURCH STAFF 

Norm Jones, Jr.—Pastor  (rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu) 

Virginia Robinson, Dir. of Music  (robinsonva62@gmail.com) 

Sue Bunch, Pianist  (s_bunch@att.net) 

Tammy Severt, Admin. Asst.  (salemumchurch@ymail.com) 

Kathryn Jones– Children & Youth  (kbjones549@gmail.com) 

Contact info for Pastor Norm:  
Please take note that the old parsonage number is no longer in ser-

vice.  Feel free to contact Norm at the church office 828-433-6600 

or directly on his cell phone or email address. 
  

Norm’s Cell: 828-980-4139 

Email: rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu 

Kathryn/Family cell: 919-260-9852 

Dear Lord, hear our prayers…. 
 

Servant Leaders for February 

 
Acolytes: 

5– Emily Shuping 

12– Luke Brown 

19– Isabel Jones 

26– Faith Pons 

Usher Captains: 

5-   Dylan Carswell 

12 -  Dobie Kelly 

19-  Bruce Pollard 

26- Tim Keller 

Reader for 11 am 
5-Gordon Ronk 

12-Kacey Hensley 

19-Rita Bowman 

26-Tom Ayers 

Nursery 

5- 10 am– Holly & Tim Keller 

     11 am– Sara Pons & Tim Hampton 

12- 10 am—Lara Autrey & Marilyn Davis 

      11 am– Chris & Melissa Causby 

19- 10 am—Joyanne Benfield & Doris M. Garri 

        son 

       11 am    Muriel McNeilly & Rebecca Shuping 

26- 10 am—Amy Causby & Kacey Hensley 

       11 am– Edith Dale & Charlie Bender 
 

 1 Courtney Luckadoo 

2  Cheryl Garrison 

5 Joe Roper 

6 Vickie Stevens 

7 Betty A. Gibb 

14 Rhonda McCoy, John Avery 

17 Ashley Carswell, Jennifer Putnam 

18 Amy Causby 

20 Phyllis Garrison 

23 Bob McGhinnis 

26 Doris M. Garrison 

26 Linda Snyder 

27 Jessica Huffman 

28 Louise Kramer, Gary Whitener 

29 David Dale 

Prayers & Concerns: Dylan Bollinger, Dakota & Kristen 

Campbell, Kathryn & Fred Duckworth, Phillip Gregory, Pam 

Keller,  Hope Kelley, Sarah Morrow,  Rev. John Smiley, 

Ann Thompson, Virginia Thompson , Johnny Walker, 

Mitchell Williams, 

Homebound:  Mabel & Johnny Hoke,  Mark McGhinnis, Joe 

Roper, Mary Wilson 

Nursing Home Residents:   

 Grace Heights–  Betty Gibbs, 

 Marie Causby 

 ~Autumn Care– Joe Carver 

 ~College Pines– Elsie Roper, Avis 

 Williams 

 ~The  Brian Center of Spruce Pine

 – Helen McGee 

 ~Hope Ridge Family Care– Nell 

 Causby 

mailto:rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu


February 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 1    

Prayer Shawl 

10am 

(Ed Bldg) 

Prayer Shawl 

10am(Ed Bldg) 

Youth  Ntwk 

Planning 10 am 

Girl Scouts 6 pm 

(FH) 

UMM 6:30 parlor 

Prayer Shawl 

10am 

(Ed Bldg) 

Bible Study 

10.30am  (Yth Rm) 

Bible Study– 6pm 

(Parlor) 

Choir 7:15 

 

Christ Bread 

11 am (FH) 

 6 pm Praise Team 

5pm - Youth 

Super Bowl Party 

@ Causby’s 

Bball game 8 pm 

@ MV 

6 pm Praise Team 

Kids Movie 

Night– 6 pm 

(FH) 

 

BUCM meal – 

3:30 pm  

Bball game 6 pm 

@ MV 

6 pm Praise 

Team 

5pm  Youth 

Bible Study 

10.30am  (Yth Rm) 

Bible Study– 6pm 

(Parlor) 

Choir 7:15 

 

Bible Study 

10.30am  (Yth Rm) 

Bible Study– 6pm 

(Parlor) 

Choir 7:15 

 

Bible Study 

10.30am  (Yth Rm) 

Bible Study– 6pm 

(Parlor) 

Choir 7:15 

 

Prayer Shawl 

10am 

(Ed Bldg) 

Card Class 9 am—

5 pm  FH 

Bball game 7 pm 

@ MV 

Family Game 

Night– 5 pm 

FH 

Girl Scout Cookie 

Sale 

6 pm Praise Team 

UMW Circle  

Meeting—joint 

FH 7 pm  

UMW Sunday 

 

4 pm Finance  Mtg 

 

5 pm Youth 

5 pm  Youth 

Ash 

Wednesday 

Service  

6 pm 
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 DON’T  FORGET…  (this is our last mailed newsletter) 
 

 

Beginning in March you will be able to receive your newsletter via email, view it on our web-

site online, or pick up a hard copy when you are at church.  Shut-ins or those in care facilities 

will have it delivered monthly. 

If we do not have your email address please contact the 

church office ASAP to be sure you don’t miss out on the Sa-

lem Scoop!     salemumchurch@ymail.com  or  828-433-6600 

 

Thank you for helping us make a smooth transition.   
 

 Make sure we have your current email on file & check 

out www.sumcm.org  under the  News/Resources tab. 


