
   DECEMBER  2022  

 

Monthly Newsletter of  Salem UMC,  Morganton, NC 

Salem Scoop 

1206  Salem Road / Morganton, NC  28655 / www.sumcm.org / 828-433-6600 

2022 Pastor’s Report  
 

 In a humble, yet rousing, address at Annual Conference, Duke Divinity Dean Edgardo Colón-Emeric shared 
an anecdote about theologian Leslie Newbigin who was often asked, “are you optimistic about the future of the 
Church?”  Newbigin would respond with a simple fact:  “I believe Jesus Christ rose from the dead, therefore the 
question does not arise.”  The Dean went on to affirm that you can be optimistic or pessimistic about a plan or a pro-
gram but you cannot be optimistic or pessimistic about a fact.  One either believes it or not.  “So let me leave you 
with a few facts:  -God loves the world.  -Christ is risen.  -The Spirit has come.” 
 

 As I think about some of the God moments that happen with our laity throughout the year, it’s hard not to be-
lieve in the future of God’s Church.  There’s the mom who said she really loved starting the Bible Year together in 
January because she would call her own mother several states away who was facing health issues and they would 
read it together.  I think of the 12 year old who came forward after worship one Sunday and said he was ready to be 
baptized or the 17 year old senior who jumps right in leading Messy Church with toilet paper wrapped around his 
head and racing around in a cardboard car.  I smile at a father who battles addiction and depression leading a litany 
for recovery in worship and sharing testimony.  I’m awed by a widow who felt God telling her to go so she headed to 
Moldova to help refugees from Ukraine and returned to Morganton to coordinate a mobile dental clinic for the com-
munity.  There’s the ordained Elder who always felt out of place after retirement but has found a sense of belonging 
again with our UWF and a SS class.  I’m delighted by a call from a new member who couldn’t wait to share about 
how the Spirit moved when she took the elements of Holy Communion to her neighbor who received them for the 
first time in years.  I’m amazed by the servant energy from a couple who discovered us online from Maryland in the 
pandemic and were feeding the entire staff of our elementary school and coordinating family nights in August before 
they ever even transferred membership.  There are just too many shining moments to call to name and the gifts and 
grace evident in our people is remarkable.   
 

We began our year embarking on a journey together through scripture with The Bible Year.  I am honored 
and proud to serve a congregation that has chosen to journey through this season with integrity and patience, while 
also determined to find relevant ways to serve our community and point to Christ.  We have consistently done our 
part to offer a loving witness to truth, reality, and loving our neighbor.  Over 100 pints of blood were again donated 
during the year.  Recently, we again welcomed over 500 people for a community Trunk or Treat Fest.     

 

In a season, when it has been easy to focus inwardly, we have also intentionally shifted our focus outwardly.  
Thanks to thousands of dollars and items donated, we have helped to send a member on mission to Moldova and se-
cure food for refugees, support a medical missionary in Egypt, partnered with Open Hearts Place local housing mis-
sion, sponsored a year of education for 4 children in Guatemala and sent 20 used iPads to the Living Heritage Foun-
dation, provided scholarship for 5 kids to attend summer camp at Tekoa Foothills, fulfilled overnight needs for Meet-
ing Place Mission shelter for women and children, and collected hundreds of dollars & pounds of food for Burke 
United Christian Ministries.  That doesn’t begin to capture the continued nurture of our backpack ministry for Salem 
Elementary families, the return of our Reading Buddies volunteers, prayer shawl knitting of hats, scarves, and cloths, 
and countless cards of care and support for shut-ins and neighbors.  Since lighting our Tree of Hope last December, 
Salem UMC has consistently sought to be light in the midst of darkness.   
  

 Without divisiveness or infighting, the consensus of the leadership at our August meeting strongly affirmed 
that there was little to be gained from any further discussion about separation when we know nothing has changed in 
our Discipline or can change until at least May 2024.  We are members of the UMC and see no reason to be other-
wise.  Should there be a need to consider other options for our congregation after that time, we can certainly do so.  
However, Salem UMC has been a faithful witness for Christ for over 200 years, and we plan to continue to focus our 
energy on the mission of "love in action" God has called us to.    

          (continued on page 2)…. 



Good News in November 
 On Sunday, Nov 20 @ 6pm, on the front lawn, we gathered to pray, 
bless, and light a 12,000 light tree for ALL to see!  The entire event took less 
than 15 minutes.  It seemed fitting that in the midst of all the traffic passing by, 
we declared there was hope.  The blessing we offered before illuminating those 
branches was simply this:  We ask now O God, that you would bless this tree of 
hope as a symbolic & holy reminder of your light and love to all who see it.  For 
the thousands who pass by, even for a moment, that they might catch a glimpse 
of hope and a glimpse of you. May we too be a light of hope to all we encounter 
from this night on and forevermore. In the name of Christ our Light we pray... 
 
*Special thanks to Chad Smith and some of his ULCS line crew for wrapping our lights!

  
 

Community HOPE project for December:  Salem Fire & Rescue 
Share hope with four SF&R families with medical expenses 

1) During the month of December we challenge each person to bring $1 every 
Sunday to assist these families with medical expenses. 
2) You may also contribute at Journey to the Manger or Christmas Eve wor-
ship, mail donations or donate from our website 

Please mark donations/special offering with Hope tree or SF&R in memo) 

Food & Fellowship Opportunities: 

 
Dec 1: JIRDC Parade @ 

3pm.  (This year SUMC has 

been invited to judge the 

floats).   

 

6pm— Our UWF Women 

host and invite you to 

their Xmas Covered Dish 

Dinner in the FH 

(Pastor’s Report…. Continued from page 1) 
 

God loves the world.  Christ is risen.  The Spirit has come.  In the months and years ahead, these are the 
facts we will need.  On this alone, I believe the future for SUMC is a bright one.  Lord, awaken and evoke some-
thing in us and move us to a place we have never been before, even after your resurrection.  In the name of Christ 
we pray, Amen. 
    Norman E. Jones, Jr. 
    (Submitted to 2022 Charge Conference 11/10/22) 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends at Salem UMC: 

               Thank you for your work for the Charge Conference and sponsoring those delicious  
bakery treats. I know it can seem like a lot of “stuff” to complete, but the truth is that it holds us  

accountable to God and to each other.  And, it is always good to celebrate God’s provision for God’s people – particularly in 

the form of a mission trip to Moldova… wow! 

               I thank God for your witness to each other, your community, and the world! I loved Norm’s pastor report about see-
ing the fact of Jesus raised from the dead, so there isn’t even a question about if we are optimistic! Thank you, Norm, for cit-

ing specific ways that God is alive and active through Salem UMC.  I give God thanks for your shared ministry and for show-

ing the world “love in action”!       ~David Christy, District Superintendent 
(Special  thanks to Margaret Shell for representing SUMC with a brief reflection from her Moldova mission) 

 

Dear Salem UMC, 

 We appreciate the wonderful meal that you provided for us in September. Your continued support and prayers are 
very valuable to us. Thanks again!     ~Patton Panther Football Players and Coaches 

*Dec 18: - Caroling & Secret Angel Party 

 

3pm - Meet in the parking lot to caravan and 

share some cheer with some of our home-

bound. 

4:30pm - All who participated in the Salem Se-

cret Angel Program (and their family) are in-

vited to Bring a treat or Holiday Side to 

share and find out who your Angel has been 

this year. 



You’re Invited….  To the Big Reveal! 
 Secret Angel 2022 Celebration  Dec 18  @ 4:30pm 
 
Several of you signed up and were paired to be a secret buddy to someone in the 
congregation earlier this year.  Throughout the year, you have found ways to en-
courage and nurture someone and someone has done so for you.  Now it’s time to 

find out who!      
 Bring a final card or gift to exchange & bring a holiday treat or dish for 

everyone to share! 

Nov 30- Dress Rehearsal (all participants) 
meet in FH @ 6pm 
 

All volunteers & participants please arrive by 
4pm on Dec 4.  (Please park behind Ed Bldg 

or along road on dumpster side). 
 

Invite someone to attend! 
 

What to expect when attending: 
Journey to Bethlehem to experience 
the joy and wonder of Jesus’ birth. 
  

Hot Cocoa is available at the Hope 
Tree where outdoor tours depart eve-
ry 10 minutes.  Live animals, angels, 
shepherds, and a gift from the Holy 
Land.  Soup/sandwiches and kids 

crafts are served in the FH following 
the journey. Donations are welcome 

for medical expenses of Salem Fire & 
Rescue families.   

Volunteers decorate 
the sanctuary for 
Advent after the 
Hope Tree lighting 
and a delicious 
soup meal. 

Sunday, Dec. 25-  Make plans to join us at 9:30am 
for a special informal Christmas morning worship 

with food in the FH.   



Meditations for Advent 2022 
(excerpt from Susanne Priddy at Duke Divinity School ) 

 
Read Matthew 1:18-25 

 

 Joseph had made up his mind. Final decision. He was resolved to dismiss 
Mary quietly.  Then in a dream the angel of the Lord showed up and told him to 
think and act differently.  Amazingly, Joseph woke up and did just what the angel 
said. He took Mary as his wife, the baby was born, and he named him Jesus, just like 
he had been advised to do.   
 Oh, if only changing our minds were as easy at it appears to be in the Scrip-
ture! To wake up from a revelatory dream and think or do something life changing, 
immediately, is beyond our imagination today.   

 Was it really that easy? How much agonizing did Joseph do? Did he talk to others whom he trusted? Did 
he pray? Did he weight the pros and cons? Joseph was a Jew, a descendant of David, so he surely was steeped 
in both the Scriptures and the culture of the time.  It would have been easier to do what he resolved to do be-
fore he had the dream.  And Mary— how patient she had to be while waiting to learn her fate.   
 Often, we have a very hard time changing our minds, even when we know God is leading us to see 
things in new light. And how patient are we when we are hoping for others to change their minds?  
May this Advent season bring light to God’s message for us today, and may we have clarity in our seeing, hear-
ing, thinking, and waiting.   

Family friendly  
service   

Dec 24 @ 
6:30pm 

 
Christmas worship 

w/ food in FH 

Dec 25 @ 
*9:30am* 

In November, Linda Henson presents Pastor Norm and family 
with a stunning cross quilt she made for pastor appreciation.   

Scenes 
from 
Messy 
Church 
events in  
November.   



CHURCH STAFF 
 

Norm Jones, Jr.—Pastor  (rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu) 
Virginia Robinson, Dir. of Music  (robinsonva62@gmail.com) 
Sue Bunch, Pianist  (s_bunch@att.net) 
Zachary Cagle, Office Admin.  (salemumchurch@ymail.com) 

*Now that facility use has increased again, our 
trustees respectfully ask folk to please be intentional 
turning off lights, adjusting air, and locking doors 

when leaving.   

Our  Financial  Stewardship: 
 

Thru November 29, 2022 
 

Weekly budget need: $3,936.85 
Yearly Budget needed:  $204,716.00 
Budgeted need to date:  $188,968.80 
Total Received for Budget:    $192,563.92 
Ministry Expenses to Date:   $185,737.35 
 
 

We are $3,595.12 ahead budget for the year!       
We are $6,826.57 ahead expenses for the year.       
 

Other Ministry Gifts Received to Date for 2022: 
Backpack Ministry:    $1,220.00 
Building Fund (Cemetery, Building, Playground):  $2,674.00 

  4 Connor Wellman 
  5 Garland Ross 
  6 Christina Benfield, Wes Bunch 
  7 Carrigan Causby, Catherine Causby 
10 Fred Horton 
13 Nicole Mull, Bob Harbour 
14 Marshall Faris, Lora Whitener,  Josh Garrison 
18 Stanley Coffey 
26 Sue Bunch 
27 Edith L. Dale 
29 Eric Carswell, Robert A. Pruett 
30 Lewis P. Dale 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
20 Joe & Lynda Woody 
23 Troy & Joann Patton 
29 Wynn & Lora Whitener  

Gifts given in Memory  or  in Honor (November) 
 

Fred & Nina Horton, Kevin & Vickie Reinke, Margaret Shell,   
Pietro & Denise Magri   by Bruce & Kay Pollard  
 

Dr. Oscar Blackwell                        by Larry & Janet Koon  
     by  Margaret Carswell 

Dear Lord, hear our prayers…. 
Prayer Requests & Concerns: Gerald & Mozelle Duckworth, 

Steve & Jane Stroup, Kevin & Joann Patton, Fred Causby, 

Shirley Causby, Laqueta Carroll, Edith & Sexton Dale, Cary 

Clark,  Zach Cagle, Muriel McNeilly, Bernice Peabody, Joann 

Byrd, Buddy Crowe, Lisa Propst, Lynda Woody, Garland Ross 

Home Bound:  Millie Avery, Leota Garrison, Fred Duckworth, 

Brenda Autrey, Jackie Pruett 

Nursing Home :   - Hope Ridge Family Care – Doris Garrison  

Backpack Ministry News 
  

 Our program sends food home weekly to supple-
ment families at SES on the weekend. Each backpack 
consists of 2 breakfast items per child, 2 snack items per 
child, 2 lunch items per family and 2 supper items per 
family. Currently we serve 7 families or 17 children. 
 During this month we will provide Food Lion gift 
cards to each family for Christmas.  Any monetary dona-
tions are welcomed.  Thank you for your prayers, food, 
and monetary donations.  
    Margaret & Nina 

Monthly Greeter list   

 

1st Sunday-    Jack Bridges 2nd Sunday-    Charles Autrey 
3rd Sunday-   Holly Keller 4th Sunday-    Kevin Reinke 
5th Sunday-    Jodi Brown Alternate-      Bruce Pollard 

NEW  ONLINE  GIVING  OPTION 
 

Our previous online giving platform began charging a fee.  So we are 
now receiving online gifts through our WNC Conference. 

 

What does this change? 
-You may still give by going to our website and clicking 

Make a Donation:  www.sumcm.org/donate 
 

-The button takes you to a Conference webpage where 
you will have to specify the church, city, and District to 
ensure the funds go to our church.   
(So you do have to type a little more and you no longer have the 

option of texting your donation). 
 

-You can now also pay with credit card  
(we don’t encourage debt & the convenience fee is 2.9%.   

To debit funds from your account is only 0.9%) 
 

-Any online gifts will be forwarded to us from the WNCC each 
month.  Otherwise, there are no other changes to your online 
giving.  It is still a very secure process.   

Info you will need to enter: 
Church Name:  Salem UMC  City:  Morganton 
District:  Catawba Valley  Pastor:  Norman Jones 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

1 
Colossians 3:1-4:18 

3pm JIRDC parade 

6pm UWF meal 

(FH) 

2 

1 Thessalonians 

1:1-3:13 

 

JIRDC gifts due 

3 

1 Thessalonians 

4:1-5:28 

 

4 

2 Thessalonians 1:1-

3:18 

 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:35am Worship 
 

5–7pm Journey To 

the Manger 

5 

1 Timothy 1:1-3:16 

10am Prayer 

Shawl (Ed Bldg) 

 

6 

1 Timothy 4:1 –

6:21 

   

7 

2 Timothy 1:1-2:26 

6 pm BY group 

(Yth Rm) 

7pm Choir (Sanct 

 

8 

2 Timothy 3:1-4:22 

 

9 

Titus 1:1-3:15 

10 

Philemon 1-25 

 

 

11 

Hebrews 1:1-3:19 

9:30 Sunday School 
10:35am  Worship 
4pm Church Coun-

cil (Parlor) 

 
 
 

12 

Hebrews 4:1-6:20 

10am Prayer 

Shawl (Ed Bldg) 

6pm G. Scouts (FH) 

13 

Hebrews 7:1-9:28 

14 

Hebrews 10:1-

11:40 

6 pm BY group 

(Yth Rm) 

7pm Choir (Sanct 

 
 

15 

Hebrews 12:1-13:25 

16 

James 1:1-2:26 

17 

James 3:1-5:20 

 

18 

1 Peter 1:1-2:25 

 

9:30 Sunday School  
10:35am  Worship 
3pm Caroling 

4:30pm Secret 

angel party (FH) 

see page 2 

19 

1 Peter 3:1-5:14 

10am Prayer 

Shawl (Ed Bldg) 

 

 

20 

2 Peter 1:1-2:22 

 

 

 

21 

2 Peter 3:1-18 

6 pm BY group 

(Yth Rm) 

7pm Choir (Sanct 

22 

1 John1:1-3:24 

 

23 

1 John 4:1-5:21 
24 

2 John 1-12 

  

25 

3 John 1-15 

*9:30am  X-mas 
Worship  (no regu-
lar SS or 10:35am) 
see page 3 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   
Jan 1 

Rev. 15:1-17:18 

26 

Jude 1-25 

Office Closed 

 

 

 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - 
Jan. 2 Rev. 18-20:15 

27 

Rev. 1-2:29 

 

 

 

 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Jan 3  

Rev. 21-22:21 

28 

Rev 3-5:14 

 

 

29 
Rev 6:1-8:5 

30 
Rev.  8:6-11:19 

31 
Rev. 12-14:20 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Pastor  Norm  away for vacation  Dec 26 -Jan 2) 


