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An Invitation to the Bible Year - 2022  
 

 Last month, I teased some big news about a major initiative at SUMC in 2022.  Throughout 2021 I’ve heard two 
primary themes from our congregation:  We want to foster a renewed sense of community and connection to God and each 
other.  We want to inspire and renew our spirits after a pandemic that has worn us out.  So, we are inviting EVERYONE 
on a journey TOGETHER over 365 days to read the entire Bible together.  The beauty is we are all on the same page to-
gether each day and, no matter where you are, you can still feel connected to what we are doing.   
  You might already have some doubts this will work: 
-It’s overwhelming.  That’s a lot of reading and it’s an old book. 
-We’re busy people.  I don’t have hours in the day for everything I have to do. 
-The Bible can be confusing (names, words, places, and difficult to understand). 
-There are parts of the Bible that are troubling and what if changes my thinking or I don’t like what I discover? 
 But here’s the thing.  All of us want to live our stories better.  We are trying to be a good parent to our children or 
make our parents proud.  We are trying to overcome obstacles to survive and thrive.  We wonder what the next page or 
chapter of our lives will bring.  There is no better way for you to learn to live your story as God intends it than to find 
yourself in the Bible’s stories.     
 

Why are we doing this? 
-Everyone who goes on this journey will be changed in some way. 
-People will feel connected to God and to each other because they have read these stories together. 
-Folks will discover new favorite stories because they see themselves in the pages and will gain new friendships in groups. 
-The Spirit will work more times than you’ll be able to count.  (When someone says I read a passage this week that was 
exactly what I needed because of what was happening in my life, that will be God working). 
 

How will it work? 
*1) Beginning Dec. 19, Bible Year Devotional books will be gifted to every household. (We hope to distribute most of 
them at church but will deliver others as needed).  These books contain a daily plan and space for reflection.   
*2) Using the Bible of your choice, we officially start our daily readings on January 4.  (we average 3 chapters a day) 
*3) Weekly reflection groups are also essential with multiple options offered each week where you can encourage and dis-
cuss what you’re reading as you go.  Pick which works best for you and come as often as you can.  (One will be offered 
Wed nights, another on Sundays, and some SS classes may choose to adapt their class to reflect on the weekly readings) 
4) Throughout the year some of our worship series will reinforce our weekly readings.   
5) Weekly podcasts are available with biblical scholars and clergy from around the country to enhance your study. 
 https://hydeparkumc.org/adult-groups/the-bible-project-2020/ 
6) Throughout the year we’ll plan mission opportunities or celebrations that connect to our readings 
7) A facebook group will be established where you can comment and reflect. And each month, a different church leader 
will post a short reflection.   
8) Kids will also participate using a weekly Digging into the Bible curriculum in Sunday School and at home. 

 
 
This journey is about creating a welcoming, nurturing environment in which people are connected 
to each other, stay on track with readings together, and ultimately discover a deeper purpose and 
meaning in the stories of the Bible.  And, if you fall out of rhythm, you can always join back in. 
  
Taking the Bible Year journey together is part of our answer and part of how we emerge from a 
pandemic in a way that will open our minds, stretch our imaginations, and inspire our living.  We 
are investing in this effort because we believe in you and we believe in God’s ability to speak 
through scripture.  What you can believe is that God will work.  Let’s do this together as congre-
gational family.  Take the challenge.  You’ll be glad you did.   
 
     Pastor Norm 



Good News in November 
 On Sunday, Nov 21 @ 6pm, on the front lawn, we gathered to pray, 
bless, and light a 12,000 light tree for ALL to see!  The entire event took less 
than 15 minutes.  It seemed fitting that in the midst of all the traffic passing by, 
we declared there was hope.  The blessing we offered before illuminating those 
branches was simply this:  We ask now O God, that you would bless this tree of 
hope as a symbolic & holy reminder of your light and love to all who see it.  For 
the thousands who pass by, even for a moment, that they might catch a glimpse 
of hope and a glimpse of you. May we too be a light of hope to all we encounter 
from this night on and forevermore. In the name of Christ our Light we pray... 
 

*Special thanks to Chad Smith and some of his ULCS line crew (Kelly & Isaac) for 
wrapping our lights!  

 

Community HOPE project for December:  J.Iverson Riddle Center 
Share hope with our neighbors at JIRDC 

1)By Dec 5 bring any gift bags that can be used to wrap presents for residents 
2) There is an urgent need for body wash (any size or brand). We'll collect as 
much as possible thru Dec 17. 
3) We also have the opportunity to sponsor a resident for the entire year for $40. 
Please mark donations or special offering on Dec 24 & 26 with JIRDC in memo) 

Food & Fellowship Opportunities: 

 
Dec 11: Santa’s firetruck 

Santa & the Salem VFD  

will make a stop @ SUMC   

approx. 7pm.  We’ll have  

hot cocoa to share with  

any who attend. 

 Advent Worship Series:  Angels Among Us 

 The English word “Angel” comes from the Latin angelus derived from the Greek translation. The term 
initially only pointed to a function–that of a messenger.  But gradually "angel" came to signify a name for a 
class of "beings" existing between God and humanity and thus began a lot of “angelology” and theological 
speculation through the ages.  We can easily fall into the Hallmark card version of cute cherubs.  Angels in the 
scriptures, to the contrary, seemed to elicit anything but cute reactions. There was a reason why angels always 
said, “Do not be afraid.”  They were a wake-up call and came with life-altering messages.  
 Our series “harkens” back to the original meaning–
simply one who has a message, an envoy, or one that 
“announces.”  Angels are the symbols of messages that we 
need to hear–that we need to wake up to.  As we look at the 
stories of these winged messengers and the reactions to them, 
we will contemplate what messages we can offer that will 
counteract a culture of fear and bring more hope, more peace, 
more joy, and more love to the world.  Join us this Advent for 
Angels Among Us. 
 
Nov 28 -   Angels among us - Gen 21:9-19   
Dec 5 -   Do not be afraid - Isa 35:1-10   
Dec 12 -   Nothing is impossible - Luke 1:5-25 
Dec 19 -   This will be a sign - Matt 1:18-25 
Dec 26 -   The young king - Matt 2:13-23 
Jan 2 –  (2nd Sunday of Christmas) 

*Dec 19: - Caroling & Fellowship Meal 

 

3:30pm - Meet in the parking lot to caravan 

and share some cheer with some of our home-

bound. 

5:20pm - Bring some Soup, Salad, or Side to 

share.  Whether you Carol or not, come 

break bread with us. 



Change the World - Devo #10 
by Mike Slaughter   

 

Be on guard. Stand firm in the faith. Be courageous. Be strong. (1 Corinthians 16:13) 
 

 Historians will identify the years following the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, as an “age of anxi-
ety.” Anxiety is an irrational by-product of fear, based on current circumstances or perceived future events.  Reac-
tive responses that result from these unchecked emotion can cause us to act outside our moral ideals. America’s 
invasion of Iraq, based on the perception of weapons of mass destruction, or torture as a means of extracting infor-
mation from suspected terrorists are two examples of American actions that could not have occurred apart from the 
levels of anxiety created by the terrorist attacks of 9/11.  
 Just take a look at recent economic factors that have fueled emotional levels of anxiety... The instability 
of the global political climate only serves to intensify our human tendency to seek refuge in the security of our 

own emotional and ideological fortresses. The boarding process at any airport accompanied by the graded levels of alert is a constant 
reminder of imminent attack.  Nuclear proliferation in North Korea and Iran, the growth of militant Islam and its spread in the Western 
world can lead us as followers of Jesus to place our trust in the militant means of “chariots and horses” instead of the Lord our God.  
We also must be on guard against the tendency to allow fearful emotions due to the current global economic climate to insulate us from 
the plights and injustices experienced by the poor.  
 At the heart of every decision we make as Christians is a choice between anxiety and courage. Our fears and anxieties tell us 
to take care of ourselves, hoard resources, and avoid putting ourselves in risky situations.  Courage reminds us that God is always with 
us. Calling us to the dangerous places to do his will in a hurting world.  
 

  What are you most afraid of?   How does God’s voice counter the voice of fear? 

  Ladies of any age are wel-
come to join the  

UMW.  Our next meeting is  
January 4 @ 7pm in the FH. 

 
 

 

   SUMC T-shirts- We still have 50 awesome SUMC t-shirts  
for sale sizes S-2XL  for $9.  Proceeds go to UMW missions. 

Email or call the church office for yours. 
 
 

Dec 4, 10am-1pm 
Holiday Bake Sale Fundraiser 
(Chicken pies, baked goods, & more) 

 Journey  
to the 

Manger 

 Salem UMC   
1206 Salem Rd. /Morganton 

Dec.  12th  
  5-6:30pm 

A walk-thru living nativity 

Dec 8 - Dress Rehearsal (all participants) 
meet in FH @ 6:30pm 
 

All volunteers & participants please arrive by 
4pm on Dec 12.  (Please park behind Ed 
Bldg or along road on dumpster side). 

 
 

What to expect when attending: 
Journey to Bethlehem to experience 
the joy and wonder of Jesus’ birth. 
  

Hot Cocoa is available at the Hope 
Tree where outdoor tours depart eve-
ry 10-15 minutes.  Soup/sandwiches 
and kids craft are served in the FH 
following the journey. Donations of 
body wash for JIRDC residents are 
being collected.   

More Good News in Nov….. 
SUMC purchased 30 Boston butts from Open Hearts 

Place housing ministry.  We then gave them away.  On 
Nov 6, Seth Gardner & Norm helped deliver to several 
SES backpack families and Options Shelter. Other indi-
viduals took pork to families who could use a blessing. 



2021  Pastor’s Report  
 

 During a recent worship series on the questions of Jesus, we acknowledged it is by entertaining ques-
tions, rather than offering answers, that God has a chance to change us.  As we have wrestled with the reality 
of C-19, 2021 has been saturated with questions.  Yet, tucked away in Mark 14:61 we find one of the only 
questions Jesus answers directly.  After His arrest, Jesus is brought before a council of chief priests, elders, and 
scribes, of the temple and the chief priest asks Jesus if he is the Messiah.  It is the most direct, pointed, and 
concise answer as any he offers.  Are you the Christ, the son of the blessed One?  I am.  It is a direct echo of 
the name given to Moses in Exodus as a reassurance for the people he will lead - I am who I am.  Or, as others 
have keenly pointed out, “I will be what is needed at the time.”  While we continue to figure out ministry amid 
our chaos, this is the one answer that has sustained and encouraged us in our life together.   
 I am honored and proud to serve a congregation that has chosen to journey through this season with 
integrity and patience, while also determined to find relevant ways to serve our community and point to 
Christ.  While our county has flirted with disaster and negligence in the management of this pandemic, we 
have consistently done our part to offer a loving witness to truth, reality, and loving our neighbor.  In two vac-
cine clinics at our site this summer, 16 people received shots and over 100 pints of blood were donated during 
the year.  Often this year, ¼ of those attending were newcomers who had discovered a “sanctuary” at SUMC 
where the health and safety of one another was taken seriously.  Recently, we were able to offer a safe, modi-
fied outdoor Trunk or Treat Fest for the community that welcomed over 900 people.  We are thankful to be 
able to say that at no point in the last 2 years has anyone contracted covid from attending SUMC.   

In a season, when it has been easy to focus inwardly, we have also intentionally shifted our focus out-
wardly.  Thanks to thousands of dollars and items donated we have helped to provide clean water to families 
outside Guatemala City, supported a medical missionary in Egypt, partnered with Open Hearts Place local 
housing mission, sponsored a year of education for 4 children in Guatemala, provided scholarship for 8 kids to 
attend summer camp at Tekoa Foothills, fulfilled overnight needs for Meeting Place Mission shelter for wom-
en and children, and distributed blessing bags to street folk throughout the year.  That doesn’t begin to cap-
ture the continued nurture of our backpack ministry for Salem Elementary families, prayer shawl knitting of 
hats, scarves, and cloths, and countless cards of care and support while we continue to long for togetherness.  
Since lighting our Tree of Hope in December, SUMC has consistently sought to be light in the midst of dark-
ness.  In a thank you note this winter from a neighbor in the community (who would later die of C-19 compli-
cations) someone wrote: “Our family has had a very difficult 2020, and we needed your Tree of Hope. We all 
needed every small joy we could find….” 

 We continue to have more questions than answers.  But we are 
finding fruit in our attempt to live the questions.  The question in Mark 14 
is also the question that we will all answer with our lives – is Jesus the 
Messiah?  Because if so, everything changes.  If so, this is not the end but 
the beginning and our time is not short, but eternal.  Perhaps for our 
sake, Jesus answered, “I am.”  Lord, may we build our lives around your 
answers, but especially your questions.  Awaken and evoke something in 
us, not merely with your answers, but with your questions move us to a 
place we have never been before, even after your resurrection.  In the 
name of Christ we pray, Amen. 
 
    Norman E. Jones, Jr. 
    Salem UMC, Morganton 
    (Submitted to 2021 Charge Conference 11/7/21) 



Light in the Darkness 
(excerpt from Advent devotional The Season of Almost by Kate Bowler) 

 
 

 It’s a tradition, created by a German pastor in the 19th century as a way to teach kids about the coming 
of Christ.  We flick off the fluorescent lamp in our living room and let the darkness sink in.   
 In Hamburg, Germany, in 1833, Johann Hinrich Wichern opened the “Rauhe Haus,” the Rough House, 
which sheltered orphaned or neglected children.  Every night of Advent, he told them stories, prayed, and lit a 
candle.  To accommodate the candles a wheel-shaped chandelier was built, around which evergreens were 
twined.  Visitors and supporters were impressed by this display and the custom spread, but those who imitated 
it reduced it in size to four candles, one for each week of Advent.  
  

 Many churches and homes mark the progress of Advent by lighting one additional candle a week until 
on the final Sunday when all four are alight.  Three of these candles are purple or violet (penitential colors) 
while the one lit on the third Sunday (Gaudete Sunday) is the pink of rejoicing.  After Christmas, these candles 
are often replaced with white ones.  The candles represent the coming of Jesus, the Light of the World, and it 
was once customary for someone named John or Joan to be first to light them because John the Baptist at the 
River Jordan was the first to see the fire of divinity in Jesus (John 1:29-34), and John the Evangelist began his 
Gospel by referring to Jesus as the Light (John 1:1-5).  The wreath is an ancient symbol of victory, while the 
greenery represents the everlasting life.  
 

 As I explained the practice all over again to my still very wiggly eight-year-old, I am struck by the con-
trast of light and dark during the Advent season in particular.  In our era of artificial street lamps, incandescent 
light available at the click of a switch, and glowing blue and red dots blinking from every appliance, we forget 
just how dark winter is, when the sun seems so pale and far away and the nights are long.   
 

 Our ancestors knew this darkness intimately.  In December after sunset, they locked the doors, 
shuttered the windows, and tucked in early.  Their folktales warned them that as Christmas drew near the spir-
its of darkness began to range more actively, furious at the approach of the Christ Child.  Witches, werewolves, 
and evil forces are abroad in the night seeking to harm humans, steal children, and destroy their livestock.  Ritu-
al steps were taken to keep witches from coming down the chimney or to keep monsters out of the home.  In 
Scandinavia, families often slept together for protection on Christmas Eve, the peak of evil’s power.   
 

 Darkness seems to always carry a bad reputation.  Whether literally or metaphorically, it represents the 
unknown.  The scary. The avoid-at-all-costs.  But perhaps there are 
things we can’t learn under blazing artificial light that we can only 
learn in the dark.  It takes being outside at night to squint for the 
stars.  Or flipping off the light so Zach can watch candlelight dance.  
(He did seem terrifyingly enamored by the flame.)   
 

 But darkness will never take us by surprise.  We know that we 
are born into a broken world, that violence and sin are daily constants 
in life on planet Earth, and that it took a hideous death of an innocent 
man to free us.  We also know that there is an inexhaustible source of 
brightness and warmth in the person of Jesus who first appeared to us 
as a baby in a manger two thousand years ago.  The arrival of Jesus 
was preceded by a light in the heavens that guided the Magi, and was 
hailed by an old wise man in the Temple as the appearance of “a light 
unto the Gentiles.”  Christ became our light in the darkness of this 
world.  Thanks be to God!  



CHURCH STAFF 
 

Norm Jones, Jr.—Pastor  (rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu) 
Virginia Robinson, Dir. of Music  (robinsonva62@gmail.com) 
Sue Bunch, Pianist  (s_bunch@att.net) 
Zachary Cagle, Office Admin.  (salemumchurch@ymail.com) 

Weekly/Monthly  Happenings at Salem 
(Activities are returning.  See below for dates) 

Our  Financial  Stewardship: 
 

Thru November 28, 2021 
 

Weekly budget need: $3,875.19 
Yearly Budget needed:  $201,510.00 
Budgeted need to date:  $186,009.23  
Total Received for Budget:    $186,060.24 
Ministry Expenses to Date:   $176,526.54 
 

We are $9,534 ahead of expenses for the year.       
 

Other Ministry Gifts Received to Date for 2021: 
Backpack Ministry:  $855.00 
Building Fund:    $15,460.00 
Youth:   $2,900.00 
Cemetery Fund: $3,175.00 
 

*(We are just $830 shy of a new playground. Any addi-
tional gifts are greatly appreciated!) 

   2 DeNea Huffman 
  4 Connor Wellman 
  5 Garland Ross 
  6 Christina Benfield, Wes Bunch 
  7 Carrigan Causby, Catherine Causby 
10 Fred Horton 
12 Brenda Reubens 
13 Nicole Mull, Bob Harbour 
14 Marshall Faris, Lora Whitener,  Josh Garrison 
18 Stanley Coffey 
26 Sue Bunch 
27 Edith L. Dale 
29 Eric Carswell, Robert A. Pruett 
30 Lewis P. Dale 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
20 Joe & Lynda Woody 
23 Troy & Joann Patton 
29 Wynn & Lora Whitener  

Dear Lord, hear our prayers…. 
Prayer Requests & Concerns: Mary Carswell family, Gerald, Kay & 

Mozelle Duckworth, Steve & Jane Stroup, Trey Crowe, Kevin Pat-

ton, Troy Patton, Kathryn Duckworth, Fred Causby, Shirley Causby, 

Vicky Stevens, James Cagle Jr, Candy Yelton, Mary Jones 

 

Home Bound:  Millie Avery, Leota Garrison, Fred Duckworth, 

Nursing Home:   - Hope Ridge Family Care – Doris Garrison                                                                                            

Gifts given in Memory  or  in Honor (November) 
 

Terry Campbell                        by Troy & Joann Patton  
Jack & Leila Garrison   by Beverly G. Williams  
 Lisa Propst, Shirley Simmons, Maria Williams by  Doris H. Garrison 
Our Salem Church family   by Norm & Kathryn Jones 
Evelyn  Fredericks                   by Jerry & Clarice Shuping 

December Calendar Dates: 
Weekly:   
         Sun - 10:35am worship, 9:30am Sunday School  
 Mon - 10am Prayer Shawl Min. (Ed Bldg) 
  (office closed Dec 24)     
Dec 4 - Missions Bake Sale 10am-1pm 
Dec 5 - Called Charge Conference (after worship) 
 -Church Council Mtg - 4pm (FH) 
Dec 6 - Girl Scouts (FH), 6pm 
Dec 8 - Journey 2 Manger Practice, 6:30pm(FH) 
 -Choir Practice (Sanct), 7pm 
Dec 11 -  Santa & SVFD @ SUMC, 7pm 
Dec 12 - Journey 2 Manger 5-6:30pm  
Dec 19 - Caroling, 3:30-5pm (meal to follow) 
Dec 24 - Candlelight Service, 7pm (Sanct.)  
Dec 25 - Merry Christmas! 
 (Pastor Norm will be on vacation Dec 27 - Jan 3) 
 
*Now that facility use has increased again, our trustees 
respectfully ask folks please be intentional turning off 

lights and locking doors when leaving.   

THANK YOU! 
 

 Thank you for the gift of the delicious Boston butt 
to our family. Such a surprising gracious and blessed gift 
from a loving and supportive church. 
We had enough for a meal and then enough left over to 
freeze 4 meals for Kisha and 4 for us.  
 Salem United is filled with so much Christ love 
and it shows in so many ways.  
 God Bless,       Kay, Gerald, Mozelle, Kisha 

Monthly Greeter list   

 

1st Sunday-    Jack Bridges 2nd Sunday-    Charles Autrey 
3rd Sunday-   Holly Keller 4th Sunday-    Kevin Reinke 
5th Sunday-    Jodi Brown Alternate-      Bruce Pollard 


