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Tree of Hope 
  

 My favorite passage on Christmas Eve comes from John 1.   
"The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it." 
 
 Entering Advent, we once again anticipate as John’s gospel 
writes, “the true light that gives light to every person is coming into the 
world.”   
 One thing we could all use is a glimmer of hope this year.   
 God has been nudging me lately to use our church as a literal 
beacon and reminder this Christmas of God's light.  Every day we see 
hundreds of cars pass by our intersection.  Perhaps we could bring a 
smile or small breath of hope to someone at these crossroads.   
 On Sunday, Nov 22 @ 6pm, on the front lawn, we gathered to 
pray, bless, and light a 10,000 light tree for ALL to see!  The entire event took less than 15 minutes and was held out-
doors.  It seemed fitting that in the midst of all the traffic and sirens passing by, we declared there was hope.  The bless-
ing we offered before illuminating those branches was simply this:  We ask now O God, that you would bless this tree of 
hope as symbolic and holy reminder of your light and love to all who see it.  For the thousands who pass by, even for a 
moment, that they might catch a glimpse of hope and a glimpse of you.  May we too be a light of hope to all we encounter 
from this night on and forevermore.  In the name of Christ our Light we pray, Amen! 
 48 hours later the responses have been pretty unbelievable.  I’ve seen cars slow to a crawl as they pass.  Last 
night, 2 sat it our lot until the lights went off before midnight.  A post on Facebook from our lighting has received more 
traffic than any other post in at least 5 years.  Traffic on our page has jumped by 300%.  The number of people reached 
by the post has jumped by 7,400% from a period of the last 2 weeks.  The number of people engaging or liking our post 
has also spiked by 5,200% over that same time.  One person writes: “Your church does such a great job of thinking about 
the community. I love it!”  Another said: “When I saw this, I pulled over just to take in how pretty it looked, made my 
evening!”    
 I'm excited about this luminal witness to our community.  With C-19 still surging, our tree will also become a 
great backdrop for an Outdoor Christmas Eve Candlelight Service this year.  If you haven’t seen it yet, it’s worth a drive.  
With all the buzz around this Community Tree of Hope, we unknowingly have been gifted the opportunity to be Johns.  
That is, John was not the light.  John’s purpose was to point to the light.  So, when you hear someone remark or comment 
about that tree at Salem, do me a favor and point the conversation back to Christ.  It’s a wonderful opportunity for us all 
to find hope again this December.   

*Special thanks to Chad Smith and some of his line crew (Kelly & Isaac) for wrapping our lights!  

—————————————————————————–———————————————————- 

Outdoor Candlelight Service 
Dec. 24, 7pm 

 

In response to C-19, we are offering a special abbre-
viated outdoor service on the front lawn.  We ask 

that you wear a mask and social distance.  After the 
benediction, you will also have the opportunity to 

take communion, one family at a time, in the sanc-

tuary if you wish.  (Dress warm and join us). 
 

Precipitation plan: No outdoor service but communion still 
offered by individual families indoors. 



 My Reason for Hope 
By Jake Owensby (Episcopal Bishop, Western Louisiana) 

 

 After my mother Trudy died, it was left to me as her only surviving child to clear out her apartment. Sift-
ing through bills, photographs and bits of memorabilia I came across a newspaper clipping from the early 
1950s. 
 A picture accompanying the article showed a group of smiling adults of various ages. My mom ap-
peared to be one of the youngest. They were all celebrating — and being congratulated for — passing the ex-
am to become naturalized citizens of the United States. 
 From a legal perspective, citizenship brings with it important rights and responsibilities. And my mother 
was grateful for and attentive to those. But that day meant something more to her. 
 Mom perceived that she had thrown her lot in with a community whose every member should at least 
in principle be committed to the nurture and defense of the dignity of every human being. No exceptions. 
 My mom was not naive. She recognized that this sort of community is an aspiration, not an accom-
plished reality. Nevertheless, she knew firsthand that the alternative is deadly. If some people can matter more 
than others, then eventually some people will be seen as contemptible and even disposable. 
 As some of you have read in my previous writings, my mother had survived a Nazi concentration 
camp. At the time of her arrest by the Gestapo in 1944, she was a 15-year-old Roman Catholic and an Austri-
an citizen. Her political activities had consisted of skipping school to play in the snow. In other words, she was 
not the typical Nazi target. 
 No, no. That was the Jews. And of course the noisy political dissidents. Well, and there were the Roma 
people. And, oh yes, the disabled. But then, finally, the authorities came for Trudy. They shipped her to a filthy 
camp to join thousands in a death brought on by starvation, exhaustion, torture, disease or execution. 
 You see, my mother recognized that we human beings have tended to organize ourselves into winners 
and losers, insiders and outsiders, somebodies and nobodies. And she had the audacity to believe not only 
that there could be a better way, but that our life as a species actually depends upon pursuing that way. My 
mother was not idealistic. She was a tenderhearted realist. 
 Strictly speaking, I think my mother was really yearning for what Jesus called the kingdom of heaven. 
Now Jesus did not have in mind some place we go after our EKG flatlines. Instead, he was talking about a 
kind of life that extends into eternity but that actually can begin right here and now. 
 Each of us is created in the image of God, and God is love. So to be fully human is to love. Love is a 
relationship, not a mere feeling. To love is to yearn for and to work toward the well-being of another. So being 
human is not a solo act. It’s a group project. 
 To become fully human requires living in a community whose governing algorithm is compassion. To 
put that another way, it means loving our neighbor as ourselves. 
 I can’t be somebody by making anybody else a nobody. I can’t win by making somebody else a loser. 
Well maybe I can, but that’s how I lose my humanity. It’s how we could all lose our humanity. 
 Jesus put it this way. A king comes to lay final claim to his kingdom, and he sorts out who belongs in it 
and who does not. The key to citizenship is how you’ve treated the king. 
 To almost everybody’s surprise, the king assesses how his subjects have treated him by how they 
have treated each other. As Jesus put it, “Just as you did it to the least of these who are members of my fami-
ly, you did it to me.” (Matthew 25:40) 
 If you feed the hungry, welcome the stranger, 
clothe the naked, visit the prisoner and house the home-
less, you’re already laying claim to your citizenship. 
You’ve renounced citizenship with indifference, cruelty 
and selfishness. 
 Let’s face it, a radically compassionate communi-
ty is an aspiration, not an accomplished reality. And we 
can grow weary reaching for what seems at times like an 
impossibly distant ideal. 
 But I will tell you what keeps me going. Maybe it 
will be helpful to you. Where there is love, there is God. 
And where there is God, hope never fails.  And with 
hope, I can take at least the next step. 



 

oh God, this pandemic is eclipsing more of our lives as the year un-
folds,       and caring well is going to cost us 
 

oh God sustain us.   
help us bear the cost of kindness when it keeps us apart 
 

God have mercy.  Christ have mercy.  Spirit have mercy. 
 

love always protects, always trusts, 
always hopes, always perseveres. (1 Cor. 13:7) 
 

God have mercy.  Christ have mercy.  Spirit have mercy. 
 

blessed are we, 
weary from the complicated math of this continuing pandemic, 
bone-tired from trying to understand what we have to do, 
how we need to pivot 
to manage our lives, 
and take care of each other. 
 

blessed are we, adjusting our eyes to the light of this new normal, 
realizing that as one season has blended into the next, 
there are coming decisions we hoped we would never have to make. 
we are in this for the long haul. 
 

blessed are we, living in this strange new space, the liminality 
between what used to be, and what now is, 
between what used to be possible, and what now isn’t. 
we are adjusting, adjusting, adjusting, 

and reality has sat us down and told us plainly 
that things have changed. 
we are starting to understand. 
 

blessed are we, willing to start the hard conversations, do the long 
division, 
and begin the slow thinking about the holidays, and those most vul-
nerable. 
 

blessed are we who understand 
that kindness can’t look the same this year, can’t feel the same, 
but it still counts as love. eversomuch. 
it’s in the eyes of the family members sharing virtual feasts, 
in the faces of nurses who register relief when they see someone 
wearing a mask, 
and in the relaxed hello of neighbors when people wave, but keep 
their distance, 
in the grateful body language of workers when people are respectful. 
 

blessed are we who choose kindness 
until the storm passes. 
 

God have mercy.  Christ have mercy.  Spirit have mercy. 
 

take a deep breath. help is coming. 
just do what is gently possible. 
 

“love is patient; love is kind.”   (1 Cor. 13:4 ) 
      ~Kate Bowler 

Armenia(Project Agape) Update  
Project AGAPE has been involved in Armenia and Artsakh for 
over 26 years. We have helped with humanitarian aid, wells for 
small towns, schools, children’s homes, rebuilding homes for 

families and schools for communities, as well as an agriculture 
development project to help families have a sustainable living. 
All of this changed on September 27.  All supplies that were in 
Berdzor have been moved to a warehouse in Goris, Armenia.  

We will begin distributing humanitarian aid and other supplies 
the refugee families need. It is estimated that over 100,000 peo-
ple will be displaced by this war. Project AGAPE, over the next 
3-4 months will focus on providing this aid to families that no 

longer have a place to live.   
         As followers of the crucified and risen Christ, we know 

peace often comes with a price. While the Russians have negoti-
ated a peaceful end to the recent 6-week war between Armenia 
and Azerbaijan, it comes with great cost to our Armenian broth-
ers and sisters. Property that they’ve controlled since the early 

1990’s was retaken by the Azerbaijanis in a conflict that resulted 
in more than 1,300 Armenian deaths. 

         I mourn with the Armenians in the losses they’ve suffered. 
I am thankful for our relationship and ministry with them 

through Project Agape and offer my support as United Method-
ists across NC work with the Armenians to determine how we 
can best be in ministry with them at this time.  I ask your pray-
ers for those who have lost loved ones and for those who have 

been displaced because of this conflict.  As we learn more about 
the needs in this area, there will be opportunities for local 

churches to offer tangible assistance. Please pray for the Project 
Agape Board as they discern where God is leading them to offer 

light in this time of darkness. 
 ~Paul L. Leeland, Bishop WNCC 

      Sanctuary Air Needs 

 Over the last 2 years our Trustees have assessed, and now 
recommend, the replacement of our existing air units in the Sanctuary 

Building.  (This includes the sanctuary unit and the basement and first 
floor classrooms).  The current units are over 30 years old.  While they 

are still operating, we were notified they are on their last months and 
will again require minor repairs this year.  Replacing the units now will 

enable us to address dehumidifcation issues in the basement and in-
clude air purification systems which clean the air and have been tested 

to reduce human coronavirus particles by 90%.  Not only should we 
experience energy savings with the Carrier 10 ton and 5 ton systems, it 

is a thoughtful investment for the health of all who attend.  The total 
estimated cost for both units installation is $23,685.   

 It would be difficult to place a value on your church because 
its worth to the community and so many of us goes beyond the tangi-

ble.  Limited funds are available in our Building Fund at this time.  How-

ever, we are inviting all our SUMC family to prayerfully consider 

making a gift or pledge beyond our ministry budget needs to meet 

this challenge.  Any amount helps to make this project possible and 

ensures continued sanctuary 
facility use for generations 
to come.  Thank you for your 

impact.   
 If you wish to know 

more regarding specifica-
tions or the quote, feel free 

to contact Bob Harbour at 
828-413-5654 . 



Updated Worship & Guidelines (11/22/20) 
 
 For the safety of all persons at a time when C-19 cases include 
some of our members and their families, we are pursuing a return to in-
door programs cautiously.  
 *On Oct 11 we began offering worship in the sanctuary at 10:35am   
  
 (While we are not offering outdoor worship, it is possible to 
park in our lot and hear the live service on 87.9.  You may even wish to 
exit your car or visit with others after worship at a safe distance).   
Below is a list of guidelines to follow to help make things as smooth 

and safe as possible for anyone who may wish to participate in indoor worship.  We continue to do our best to make 
you safe and welcome.  The service will also be recorded and posted online by Sunday afternoon.  We recognize 
everyone will have different levels of comfort and that is okay.  Please choose what is best for your situation and 
know you are loved.     

Updated Worship Guidelines   
-If you feel sick OR experience any symptoms related to C-19, do not attend!!!   

 
-Indoor worship 10:35am (65 person maximum): 
 -Enter only at the front of the sanctuary 
 -Masks must be worn inside (especially while singing) and are available if needed.   
 -Bulletins and hand sanitizer are available near the entrance 
 -Pews are marked every other pew with either an “E” or an “M”   
(E means you should sit on the ends of that pew, while an M indicates you sit in the middle).  
Families may sit together.    
 -Use the front entrance to exit and please step outside for conversations or greeting, 
rather than indoors. 
 

Other procedures: 
-All those coordinating service set-up will wear masks and gloves 
-(We will keep a contact list in the event there is a C-19 transmission concern) 
-Our building is cleaned weekly by Mobile Services and we will spray to disinfect before and after the service. 
-No nursery offered and children should sit with their family 
-It may be hard, but please resist the urge to hug or shake hands and simply offer waves and smiles. 

(assume everyone wants to maintain 6ft distance unless they specifically give you permission otherwise). 
 

Thank you for your help and patience as we navigate new territory together! 

Giving & Offering Options 
 

THANK YOU so much for financially supporting God's work through your church! 
 

How can I give and support my church financially at this time? 
1- The church office remains open Tue and Fri 11am-6pm and you may drop off your gift. (433-6600) 
 

2- Checks can be mailed directly to the church address (1206 Salem Rd / Morganton 28655) 
 

*3- Online giving can be accessed on our website at www.sumcm.org 
Click the Donate tab in the top right header and it will take you directly to our donation page. 
 

*4- Text giving:  Text the word "give" to 828-330-8897.  You will receive a link to fill out your giving info and create an 
account.  If you make an error, you can cancel your text within 15 minutes.   

*(In order to give online or by text there is a 1% fee charged for each gift).   Example: $100 = $1 fee 

(Pew Diagram) 
 
EEE            EEE 
_______________________ 
     MMM_________ 
_______________________ 
EE              EE 
_______________________ 
______       MMM________ 

Advent /Christmas  Sermon Series  

http://www.sumcm.org/


CHURCH STAFF 
 

Norm Jones, Jr.—Pastor  (rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu) 
Virginia Robinson, Dir. of Music  (robinsonva62@gmail.com) 
Sue Bunch, Pianist  (s_bunch@att.net) 
Zachary Cagle, Office Admin.  (salemumchurch@ymail.com) 

Weekly/Monthly  Happenings at Salem 
(ALL  regular monthly programs CANCELLED due to C-19 ) 

Our  Financial  Stewardship: 
 

Thru November 24 2020 
 

Weekly budget need: $4,025.25 
Yearly Budget needed:  $209,300.00 
Budgeted need to date:  $189,186.75 
Total Received for Budget:    $154,884.89 
Ministry Expenses to Date:   $158,733.38 
 
We are $3,848.49 behind on expenses for the year.      
(Over $8,300 in actual costs were graciously waived 
this year) 
 

Other Ministry Gifts Received to Date for 2020: 
Backpack Ministry:  $1,505.00 
Building Fund:    $6,740.00 
Cemetery:    $1,650.00 
PPP Loan:  $21,400.00 

     This year we are serving 9 fami-
lies, 25 children, through our Back-
pack Ministry.  
We currently need breakfast items 
(single serve packages of oatmeal, 
grits, breakfast bars, cereal, and pop 
tarts), and desserts (snack cakes, 

granola bars, pudding cups, fruit cups, and jello cups). 
We cannot send home glass jars during the school year. 
 Thank you for all your support. We also pro-
vided food boxes last month with Burkemont Baptist.   

Upper Room Devotionals (Nov/Dec):  
Are available for pick-up in the church office.  If 
you would like one mailed to you, please call 
the church office.  You may also download a pdf 
free at www.upperroom.org/covid-19 
 
Adult Sunday School Books are available also.  

  4 Connor Wellman 
  5 Garland Ross 
  6 Christina Benfield, Wes Bunch 
  7 Carrigan Causby, Catherine Causby 
10 Fred Horton 
12 Brenda Reubens 
13 Nicole Mull, Bob Harbour 
14 Marshall Faris, Lora Whitener, Josh Garrison 
26 Sue Bunch 
27 Edith L. Dale 
29 Eric Carswell, Robert A. Pruett 
30 Lewis P. Dale 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
19 Tom & Jean Jarrell 
20 Joe & Lynda Woody 
23 Troy & Joann Patton 
29 Wynn & Lora Whitener 

Dear Lord, hear our prayers…. 
Requests: Gary Whitener, Keith Ollis, Mary Carswell, Gordon 

Ronk, Terry Campbell, JoAnn Patton,  Ann Paschal, Lance Rid-

dick, Brenda Autrey, Gray Carswell, Max Lowery, Darcy Perry, 

Home Bound:  Millie Avery, Leota Garrison, James Carswell,       

                               Fred Duckworth,   

Nursing Home Residents:                                                                       

 - Hope Ridge Family Care – Doris Garrison                                                                                                               

- The Berkeley – Jean Jarrell 

Gifts given in Memory  or  in Honor (November) 

 
of Avis Williams, Larry Foxx   by Doris Ingram 
of Avis Williams, Mildred Mull   by Beulah Duckworth 
of Avis Williams,                    by Kathryn & Fred Duckworth 
     by Alan & Joann Byrd 

of Ruthie Riddick                   by Brenda Reubens  
       by Nicole Mull 
of Norman Garrison              by Doris, Chris & Keith Garrison 
of Gary Duckworth                                                        By Gerald & Kay Duckworth 

 
 
Dear Church family &  friends, 
           Thank you for all the cards, food, phone calls and mostly 
the prayers during the loss of our mother, Avis Williams. Not 
only for her loss but for being there so many times during her 
long illness. She was a trooper and so were you!  A special 
thank you to Pastor Norm for all the visits and the special 
graveside service.   Blessings to all,  
   Sexton & Edith Dale & all the family 



A Suggestion for At Home Prayer and Conversa-
tion with an Advent Wreath  

(from Seamless Faith: Simple Practices for Daily Family Life 
by Traci Smith)  

 
Light the Candles:  

1. Decide which day and time the candles will be lit dur-
ing Advent. Choose a consistent time for each of the four 
weeks.  
2. Gather everyone together with a special dessert (candy 
canes, hot cocoa, cookies, etc).  
3. Light the candle of the corresponding week (as well as 
candles from previous week) and follow the readings below. 

 
Week 1 – Hope: The leader says, “This is the first week in Advent, and we light the candle of hope.” The leader lights the first can-
dle and asks, “What does it mean to have hope as we wait for Jesus’ birth?”  
     Everyone takes turns answering the question while enjoying the dessert. Family members can take the conversation wherever it 
leads. At the conclusion of the sharing time, someone says, “Let us leave with hope in our hearts.”  
 
Week 2 – Peace: The leader lights the first candle, then says, “This is the second week of Advent. Last week we lit the candle for 
hope. This week we light the candle of peace.” The leader lights the second candle, and asks, “What does it mean to have peace as 
we wait for Jesus’ birth?”  
     Everyone takes turns answering the question while enjoying the dessert. Family members can take the conversation wherever it 
leads. At the conclusion of the sharing time, someone says, “Let us leave with hope and peace in our hearts.”  
 
Week 3 – Joy: The leader lights the first two candles and then says, “This is the third week in Advent. We have already lit the can-
dles for hope and peace and today we light the candle of joy.” The leader lights the third candle and asks, “What does it mean to 
have joy as we wait for Jesus’ birth?”  
     Everyone takes turns answering the question while enjoying the dessert. Family members can take the conversation wherever it 
leads. At the conclusion of the sharing time, someone says, “Let us leave with hope, peace, and joy in our hearts.”  
 
Week 4 – Love: The leader lights the first three candles and then says, “This is the fourth week in Advent. We have already lit the 
candles for hope, peace, and joy. Today we light the candle of love.” The leader lights the fourth candle, and asks, “What does it 
mean to have love as we wait for Jesus’ birth?”  
     Everyone takes turns answering the question while enjoying the dessert. Family members can take the conversation wherever it 
leads. At the conclusion of the sharing time, someone says, “Let us leave with hope, peace, joy, and love in our hearts.”  
 
Christmas Eve: The leader lights the four candles and says, “Tonight is Christmas Eve. We have already lit candles for hope, 
peace, joy, and love, and we have talked about what it means to have these things as we wait for Jesus’ birth.  Today we celebrate 
the coming of Christ into the world and we light the Christ candle.”  The leader lights the Christ candle, and asks, “As we think 
about Christmas, how do we experience the hope, peace, joy, and love of Jesus in our lives?”    
     Everyone takes turns answering the question while enjoying the dessert.  Conclude the sharing time when someone says, “Let 
us leave with Christ in our hearts.”   Sing “Silent Night”.  
 

Other Advent Ideas 
  
Create an Advent Book Basket.  It was created to help focus on the real gift of Christmas with all the anticipation and 
excitement of opening gifts on Christmas Day. Find twenty-four books to use. No need to purchase books just use spe-
cial ones you own. Use holiday paper and wrap each book individually then place them in a large basket. Each even-
ing, select a book from the basket to read it together as a family. Have a system in place so all children have turns ex-
periencing the joy of unwrapping a book. By Christmas, the basket will be empty. Create special memories for your 
family using this activity. 
  
Create an Advent Food Basket. This idea is one several neighbors can do together to help others in need during this 
season of giving.  Decorate a large cardboard box to use for your food collection.  Each day look for something that 
might help someone make a Christmas dinner.  Some ideas include salt, flour, canned green beans, corn, cornbread, 
pepper, oranges, pecans, potatoes, and so forth.  Make sure to refrigerate cold items!  Every day put a new item in the 
basket and on Christmas Eve, add a turkey or ham and deliver it to a family who might need it.  It is such a great way 
to teach sharing with others at Christmas time. 
  
Thank you for the many ways you are leading your family of faith this year. Your investment in them will be of such encour-

agement, reminding them to celebrate Immanuel and to anticipate that God wants to birth anew in each of us during this spe-
cial year. 


