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NOTES  FROM  NORM 
 
 Would Jesus tell you to wear a face mask?   
  No.  At least, I don’t think so. 
 

 According to the Gospels, Jesus communicated to people in various ways.  But, by far, he primarily responded in 2 
ways: with a question or a parable.  Jesus probably wouldn’t say yes or no to your question.  He’d tell you a story much like a 
despised Samaritan who ended up a hero for how he cared for others.  Or, like Nathan’s yarn for David, we’d confidently reach 
the obvious conclusion only to find out it applies to us.  Or, perhaps he would simply provoke our own response by asking a 
question of his own.   
 

 Last week, at a church summer camp in Cleveland County, I facilitated a Bible breakout group of about 20 elementary 
and middle school kids.  As we reflected on impossible situations, we wondered more deeply about the interactions of Daniel 
and Arioch in the second chapter of Daniel.  Why would Daniel go out of his way to speak with Arioch and halt the execution of 
lots of Babylonian sages (who were basically enemies or less than friendly toward Daniel)?  Why would Daniel bother to care?   
 

                  “Because they needed help,” one said.  “Because they were humans too and he didn’t want them to die,” another 
said.  “Because God wanted him to,” said another.  The text says it was because or “with wisdom and sound judgement” that 
Daniel sought out Arioch.  But if you ask me, these kids seemed to be remarkably insightful with their wonder.  What about you, 
I asked?  Would you have put your life at risk for someone else when they were responsible for destroying your home and send-
ing you away?  To a man, my 9, 10, and 11 year-olds all said, “Yes.”  “Of course.”  
 

                Ironically, later that day, the Burke County Board of Education and School Superintendent met to face what should 
have been a relatively simple situation.  Should kids wear a mask when they return to school in August?  Instead, what we are 
left with is an impossible situation.  
 

 Now, it’s our turn to lead and choose what is best for the health and safety, not only of ourselves, but of our neigh-
bors.  Why should we bother to care?    “Because they needed help,” one said.  “Because they were humans too and he didn’t 
want them to die,” another said.  “Because God wanted him to,” said another.   
  

 What about you?  If you knew someone else might be in danger and you could do something to help, would you?  To a 
man, my 9, 10, and 11 year-olds at camp that day all said, “Yes!”  “Of course!”   I sure hope each of us will have the wisdom 
and sound judgement to do the same.  

Homemade Ice Cream Social 

   Aug. 25,  (Wed) 6:30pm  (FH) 

Join us for our August fellowship event. Bring a batch 
of your favorite homemade ice cream to share OR  
               just come to sample.   

 

BACK 2 SCHOOL BISCUIT  
Giveaway  August 23   

 A drive-thru welcome event for teachers, parents, 
and kids returning to school Aug 23.  We will set up a tent 
in our parking lot for families to stop in between 7-8am 
(before or after drop off) and enjoy a biscuit or coffee.    
 

If you are available and excited to 
serve folks that morning, please 
contact Pastor Norm  
(rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu) 
 

  This is a great opportunity to let 
children and families know we care 
and are praying for their return. 



NEW  SUMC  T-shirts  
 

Great to wear when serving others or any occasion.   
 

Contact the church office to get yours today!   
Available in size S-XXL at a cost of  $9   

 
(as pictured. Shirt color: Kiwi/Lime) 

 Worship / Programs Update:  (7/27/21) 
 We look forward to welcoming you back to SUMC!   
Masks are recommended for attending church programs.   

-We do ask that everyone wear masks during congregational singing. 
-Anyone is welcome to mask but please mask if you have not been vaccinated.  
Thank you for continuing to be mindful of the health of all persons including our kids.   

 

 Guidelines : 
-If you feel sick OR experience any symptoms related to C-19, please do not attend!   
 -Masks must be worn during congregational singing.   
 -Consider stepping outside for extended conversations or greeting. 
 -You may place your offering at the altar before/during/after service 
 

Other procedures: 
-New purification system has been installed in all buildings. 
-Our building is cleaned weekly by Mobile Services 
-We will spray to disinfect before the service 
-Nursery is open for family use, but not staffed.  
- Assume everyone wants to maintain safe distance unless given permission. 
 

Thank you for your help and patience as we navigate new territory together! 

      Facility Needs  
 

The importance of outdoor facilities has also 

been evident during the pandemic.  Replacing 
and restoring our playground area has been 

identified as an important need for our kids and 
community.  The estimated cost for a reasona-

ble commercial playground with high-quality 
PVC coating is $9,650.  We hope to raise an 

additional $2000 for installation costs. 

          As of July 27 over $10,100 has been re-

ceived toward the playground!  If you are able 
to give something beyond your regular offering 

please consider making a gift to the play-
ground.  Thank you for your consideration & 

continued generosity.   

 
     Ladies of 

any age are wel-
come to join the  
United Method-
ist Women for 
their monthly 

meetings @ 7pm on 1st Thursday of each 
month.   

 

This month:  Aug. 5 in the FH 
The theme is Call to Prayer & Self-Denial 

 
 
 

UMW also has canned green beans for sale to raise funds for missions.  See any 
of our ladies to purchase your veggies.   

 
Salem Church Family, 

On behalf of the entire Reinke family, Vicki and I would like to express our 
heartfelt gratitude to our Salem church family. Your outpouring of love, support 
and condolences on the recent passing of our father Frank Reinke was such a 
blessing. Dad was active in the Methodist Church his entire life. He served in 
every capacity of the church from preaching to teaching, gleaning to cleaning, 
and singing to church bell ringing. Our hearts ache and are so broken by his 
passing, but God also blessed us immensely by having placed him in our lives. Our 
healing journey has begun. Thank You all, so much!    
                                                         The Reinke Family 

Monthly Greeter list   

 

1st Sunday Jack Bridges 
2nd Sunday Charles Autrey 
3rd Sunday Holly Keller 
4th Sunday Kevin Reinke 
5th Sunday Jodi Brown 
Alternate Bruce Pollard 



Change the World - Devo #6 
by Mike Slaughter   

 

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my 
disciples, if you love one another.” 

(John 13:34-35 NRSV) 
 

 I was driving on the interstate one day when I saw a billboard that said “Jesus Is Real.” I made the com-
ment to the others who were riding in the car with me that even though the statement was true, it was trite. We 
Christians have mastered the art of benign slogans without demonstrating the sacrificial lifestyle of the true mean-
ing of the words. The world will not understand the truth of Jesus by our billboard and bumper sticker slogans. That 
is not evangelism. There is a better way to share our faith. 
 Jesus said that people will know we are disciples if we love the way he loved. The Gospels show us time 

and again how Jesus demonstrated his love in practical ways, healing those who were sick, feeding those who were hungry, and being 
present with those in need of comfort. He taught us how to put others before ourselves, and command us to love even our enemies.  

Others will see the reality of Jesus in the tireless, sacrificial, practical ways that we serve our neighbors—whether close at home 
or far away. When we spend our Saturdays repairing old cars so poor families have a way to get to work and the supermarket, when we 
use a week’s vacation time to go to the coast and rebuild hurricane-damaged homes, when we use our talents to provide dental care or 
financial advice to people in need, we are demonstrating the practical reality of Jesus’ redemptive love. 

Our actions really do speak louder than our words. We can talk all day long about the love of Jesus and his sacrifice for us, but if 
people do not see that love and sacrificial generosity reflected in our actions, our words are empty and meaningless. We must embody 
Jesus’ message with our whole lives.  
              When we serve others, we are like living billboards that testify to the truth of the gospel. What a powerful way to share our faith! 
  
 Do your actions match the gospel you share with your words?  
 Through what practical demonstration of love will you share your faith? 

Guatemala - International Mission Initiatives 
 

We believe God calls us to love in action locally & globally.  During the pandemic, Guatemala has repeatedly emerged as an area 
of opportunity in our discussion.  Not only do we have folks from Guatemala at SUMC, but Burke County has a sizeable Guate-
malan community, and Rev. Dana McKim at FUMC has been a leader in Guatemalan missions for over a decade.  We’re excited 
to share a threefold opportunity for you to be involved in ministry with the people of Guatemala.   
 
Water Project - Our own Omar Pazzettie began responding to a need of many 
families just outside Guatemala City who had been without clean water for 
months.  The past 2 months, Omar organized and paid for tanker trucks of 
clean water to be delivered and fill family water barrels.  Our church donation 
in May helped to provide 3 trucks of water to approximately 150 families una-
ble to afford it.  If you would like to continue purchasing water, make dona-
tions to SUMC and mark it for “Guatemala water.” 
 
Sponsor a Child’s Education - Families must pay for their children to go to 
school.  After 6th grade, many drop out because of they have to walk to anoth-
er village for instruction and due to lack of funds.  The Living Heritage Foun-
dation believes the only living her itage we pass to next generations is edu-
cation.  Their education initiative targets 5 key areas:  education, health care, 
clean water, small business development, and environment conservation.  A student’s annual fees (tuition, shoes, supplies, and 
backpack) range from $450-$875 per student.  For less than $50 a month you can make a huge difference.     
 Our hope is that individuals and households might be moved to adopt a student and provide a year’s worth of education 

for children in poor rural communities.  Our goal for 2021 is that we 
would have at least 5 students sponsored.  Those who are willing to 
sponsor should contact Pastor Norm for more details and he will connect 
you with Living Heritage Foundation.  Sponsors will receive a quarterly 
letter and grades from their student.   
    https://www.facebook.com/TheLivingHeritageFoundation 
 
2022 Mission Trip - Rev. Dana McKim at FUMC-Morganton is on the 
board for the Living Heritage Foundation.  You can trust that LHF is a 
reputable ministry that empowers local communities.   
C-19 cancelled plans for an FUMC mission/building team last year to 
travel to Guatemala and help erect a rural fire station.  Dana is working 
on plans to revive that trip for 2022 and would welcome participation 

from SUMC.  If you feel led to participate on a building team next year with FUMC, begin praying now.  As soon as any definite 
plans are known, they will be announced.   



CHURCH STAFF 
 

Norm Jones, Jr.—Pastor  (rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu) 
Virginia Robinson, Dir. of Music  (robinsonva62@gmail.com) 
Sue Bunch, Pianist  (s_bunch@att.net) 
Zachary Cagle, Office Admin.  (salemumchurch@ymail.com) 

Weekly/Monthly  Happenings at Salem 
(Activities are returning.  See below for dates) 

Our  Financial  Stewardship: 
 

Thru July 29, 2021 
 

Weekly budget need: $3,875.19 
Yearly Budget needed:  $201,510.00 
Budgeted need to date:  $116,255.80 
Total Received for Budget:    $111,301.12 
Ministry Expenses to Date:   $108,250.80 
 

We are $3,050.32 ahead of expenses for the year.       
 

Other Ministry Gifts Received to Date for 2021: 
Backpack Ministry:  $450.00 
Building Fund:    $2,800.00 
Youth:   $500.00 
Cemetery Fund: $2,075.00 
Playground:  $10,105.00 

3 Kathryn Duckworth 
5 Cindy Ross 
7  Courtney Causby, David Stroup,  
10 Dylan Carswell, Isaiah Hampton 
11 Steve Stroup 
14 Virginia Robinson 
15 Ray Duckworth 
19 Clarice Shuping, Todd Shuping,  

Susan Stroup, Will Davis, Dawn Wellman 
22         Madison Wilson, Nikki Carswell 
23 Jack Bridges 
24 Jon Pons, Reid Pons 
26 Sierra Clonch 
27 Fred Causby, Jr., Fred Duckworth 
29 Aaron Cole 
30  Randy Davis 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
30 Tracy & Joyanne Benfield 

Dear Lord, hear our prayers…. 
Requests: Mary Carswell, Terry Campbell, JoAnn Patton,   

Gerald , Kay & Mozelle Duckworth, Sue Bunch, Garland Ross, 

Jeff Blankenship, Cabe Family, Trey Crowe, Steve Stroup,  

Reinke Family, Kevin & Pam Patton 

Home Bound:     Millie Avery, Leota Garrison, James Carswell,       

                               Fred Duckworth, Joan Borden 

Nursing Home : - Hope Ridge – Doris Garrison                                                                                                               

Gifts given in Memory  or  in Honor (July) 

 
Glenn Causby, Brandi Woody, Betty Bunch       by Margaret Carswell  
Elizabeth Bunch                                                    by Wes & Sue Bunch  
Glenn Causby, Brandi Woody      by Lisa Propst, Mary Ann Propst, Cary Clark 
Joan Buff Ross       by Alan & Joann Byrd 
Glenn Causby                by AJ & Jean Allen  
Brandi Woody, Joan Buff Ross    by Bruce & Kay Pollard 
Brandi Woody                  by  Fred & Kathryn  Duckworth 
               Troy & Joann Patton  
                     Fred & Nina Horton 
       Lynda Woody 
                 Beulah Duckworth 
      Lisa Propst 
 
Keith Ollis, Bob Tallent, Betty Bunch, Ruthie Reddick, Etarva Weatherron,  
Joe & Lynda Woody, Heather Woody, John & Kathryn Stroup, Vicky Stevens,   
Bruce & Kay Pollard, Brenda Dellinger, Fred & Kat Duckworth & Family,  
Kay Duckworth, Doris Ingram, Pastor Norm & Family, Cary Clark, Lisa Propst, 
Charles & Lara Autrey, Joan Borden, Trey Crowe, Colt Crowe, Millie Avery,  
Alan & Joann Byrd, Beaulah Duckworth, Leota Garrison, Marilyn Davis,  
Sexton & Edith Dale, Doris H. Garrison, Dian Goodnight, Shirley Simmons, 
Linda Wilson, Muriel McNeilly, Joyce Gibson, Bob & Barbara Harbour,  
Jerry & Clarice Shuping, Todd & Rebecca Shuping, Tim & Holly Keller,  
Jerry & Laqueta Carroll, Troy & Joann Patton, Melissa & Chris Causby,  
Virginia Robinson, Keven & Vicki Reinke, Jack Bridges & Janice Sorrells 
     
               by Steve & Jane Stroup 
Keith Ollis    by Mary Carswell 

August Calendar Dates: 
Weekly:   
         Sun - 10:35am worship, 9:30am Sunday School  
 Mon - 10am Prayer Shawl Min. (Ed Bldg) 
 

August 5-  UMW  (all circles in FH) , 7pm 
August 8 - Church Council Mtg (FH), 4pm 
 Youth Group, 5pm (@ FUMC) 
August 15 - Newcomer Dinner (FH) 
 Youth Group, 5pm (@ FUMC) 
August 19 - SES Staff Meal?? 
August 22 - Youth Group, 5pm (@ FUMC) 
August 23 - Back 2 School Biscuits, 7am 
August 25–  Ice Cream Social 6:30pm (FH) 
  - Choir Practice, 7pm (Sanct) 

 

Next   Choir   Practice  
August 25 7pm  (Sanctuary) 



Waiting in a Desert 
(reflection posted by Dr. Jim Fleming 7/28/21) 

 

In Jesus' day the people understood the ways that vines grow and they understood waiting for the fruit.  Just as the vine waits for the fruit, we 
must learn to wait for our prayers to be answered.  We cannot say, "I want this according to my time schedule, God."  Learning to wait is im-
portant. 
 

In Israel, 75% of the year's rainfall occurs in January through March.  The grapes come out in July and August after four months of no rain, of 
dryness.  If you had asked anyone in Jesus' day what was remarkable about vineyards, they would have told you that when the rest of the coun-
try is all brown and dried up from five months of no rainfall, the vineyards are green and the grapes appear.  Just when the water cisterns are 
drying out, the grapes are abundant.  The grapevine is truly a miracle plant.  How does it happen?  It happens because the vinedresser has done 
everything in the rainy season to make sure the vines will be okay in the dry season.  The vinedresser has maintained the wall and turned the soil 
to loosen it so moisture can seep in. 
 

The rocky land in Judah is better for growing grapes than soil would be not mixed with rocks.  Judah gets the equivalent of between 11-12 inches 
of rainfall each year.  In the five dry months there is no rain (rain would be the obvious blessing).  But the silent, unobservable blessing of dewfall 
comes in the night.  When the sun comes up the dew quickly evaporates.  If the ground were not mixed with rocks, the heat from the sun would 
keep the surface soil dry, causing moisture from a deeper level to rise to the top.  But in rocky soil, the dew trickles down the side of the 
rocks.  Then, when the sun comes up, the rocks provide the shade that allows the dew to get into the soil.  After five months of no rain, no obvi-
ous blessing, it is the rocky soil that permits the dewfall to keep moisture in the ground.  Dew is the symbol of the silent, unobservable blessing 
of God….   
 

If any people learned about waiting, it was the ancient Israelites.  The Messiah would 
come from the east over the Mount of Olives (shown in this picture) to Jerusa-
lem.   In Isaiah 40, the wilderness of Judea is the desert of expectation.  The people 
are told to "wait for the Lord as you look beyond the city.  Prepare ye the way for the 
Lord."  Isaiah says, "Comfort ye, comfort ye my people.  Speak ye comfortingly to 
Jerusalem."  They are waiting for the one who will deliver them from their de-
sert.  Isaiah tells the people, "Exalt the valleys; make the mountains low; make a 
straightway through the desert; welcome the Messiah to come."  The rugged desert 
east of Jerusalem was the desert of their waiting because of Isaiah. 
 

Let's not let "wait" be that terrible desert between where we are and where we want 
to be.  Let's learn to actively and creatively wait.  In Luke 15 we have the famous lost 
and found chapter.  One sheep out of 100 is lost and the shepherd leaves the 99 
sheep to look for the lost sheep.  There is the parable of the one coin out of ten being lost.  The woman lights a lamp, sweeps the house, and 
looks for the lost coin until she finds it.  Then we have the story of the little Jewish boy who ran away from home and wished his parents were 
dead.  When he returns, his father who has been waiting all this time welcomes him.  The point of these parables is to wait with hope.  Perhaps 
the prayer has not been answered because it is not yet the right season in the heart of the one who is praying.  God will never give up trying to 
make that right season to come.  You and I should not give up praying for the correct season to come. 
 

We can also learn, as we wait in the desert, to depend on God.  You are not going to live long on your own strength in a place like that.  The very 
nature of the desert teaches us a lot.  

TEKOA  FOOTHILLS  2021 
 
A few scenes from a great summer at camp this July.  Special thanks to Terry Campbell who enabled 

us to help several kids attend Tekoa Foothills near Casar, NC.  They enjoyed outdoor adventures, 
crafts, devotions and worship.  Thankfully, Foothills successfully completed their summer without   
c-19 outbreaks.  Those registered included Jacob and Madison Blair, Bentley Burhans, Darcy Cabe, 

Isabel Jones, Brady Keller and friend, Ronin and Portia Smith.    



New Church Directory News! 

A pictorial directory can be a powerful tool for our 
church to help us stay connected and know each 
other better.  Our current directory is 5 years old 
and significantly in need of revision.  Please make 
an appointment to have your picture taken!  We 
want everyone possible to be included.   
 
 

Oct 19-20  2:30-8:30pm 
 
What to know: 
-Register your appointment online next month 
(you may also call Zach in the church office on Tu. 

or Fri. 11am-5pm, or sign up using the sheet on 
Sundays) 

-Your time onsite is streamlined and should only 
last about 15 minutes. (your proof consult will be 
online by ZOOM or later on church office PC) 
-Each household photographed and completing an 
online proof receives a free 8x10 and directory. 
 

-We hope to add a third day once these initial slots 
fill up. 
 

 

 

 

 

Available now: Below are WNCC offerings to help develop your capacity to lead and to add tools to your 
toolkit.  Please review hyperlinks carefully to see if they meet your need or interest. The costs are reduced 
thanks to the generosity of local church giving. 
  
Developing and Implementing an Outward Mindset 
In a nutshell: Diminishing conflict by helping us see one another as creations of God 
and not objects. 
For: Laity or clergy (individual participation) 
When: 5 offerings this fall throughout the conference 
More? Developing and Implementing an Outward Mindset 
 

Post-Pandemic Game Changers Cohorts 
In a nutshell: Becoming a vital, relevant and fruitful church following the pandem-
ic.  Follows 8 characteristics outlined in Kay Kotan’s book. 
For: Church Teams (preferred) and clergy can participate alone 
When: one evening a month for 8 months plus monthly coaching  
More? Post-Pandemic Game Changers Cohorts 
 
  

Racial Healing and Reconciliation Learning Cohorts 
In a nutshell: Leaders who want to encourage racial healing in their context 
For: Church teams of laity and clergy 
When: one evening a month for 9 months and work in between meetings. 
More? Racial Healing and Reconciliation Learning Cohort 
  
 

https://wnc-email.brtapp.com/!ELGqTqoq+VIjfVSmu50mJj8+2OXXMbg68AYxNyYzmUhd-zFxmAAee6L3-JIROX+IM
https://wnc-email.brtapp.com/!yrrHU2C8vEjtGzJ8CClBObYzlqUgEk-q7Qd5GLx5hyQps6Z6ogiNda-9zcpL5Nk00
https://wnc-email.brtapp.com/!CdLwajtK6jzcMv2V8bZpeA8KuOqq3ETymoWrUJsFcUmRrcg64tyRP1RTrlb7CUCGM
https://wnc-email.brtapp.com/!IlkWmpvcEYTQNe8DeyibhnLyHPPuRp8-V2ToSxM05HvoT40eUgRj+SeqTJRsRKeag

