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Our  Houses 
       By  Zachary  Cagle 

 

Metaphorically speaking, our house can mean the home we live in or it can be the church we attend.  Allow 

me to share some things you can do to help both your houses.  

Let’s talk about the basics: all houses have a roof and walls.  The roof and walls shelter us from outside ele-

ments.  Imagine something happens to one of the walls.  A wall becomes weakened and starts to sag or lean.  

If we do not correct anything, it will eventually fail and have disastrous effects for the entire structure.  If un-

checked, eventually you are left with a shell of a house and you feel like things are spiraling out of control.  

 When I think about four supporting walls on a personal level, I think of food, shelter, clothing, and transporta-

tion.  If you have food in your belly, a roof over your head, clothes on your back and a way to get to work to-

morrow, you’ll live to fight another day.” 1 

Scripture informs us of the importance of taking care of our families: “And whoever does not provide for rela-

tives, and especially for family members, has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.” 2   Food, shelter, 

clothing, and transportation are the basics you should be able to cover every month to provide for your fami-

ly.  So how can you take care of these four elements/walls?  

The simplest way is to begin to write out a budget every month.  Scripture says, “28 For which of you, intending 

to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete 

it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule 

him, 30 saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.” 3  Make an expense list of all things need-

ed for your household on a monthly basis.  Your list may look something like: food, mortgage, insurance, car 

payment, utility bills, credit card bills, etc.  When you first make your list and compare the total with your 

monthly income, one of two things have happened: you are either short on money for the month, or you still 

have money left over.  If you have money left after ALL your expenses, congratulations!  Perhaps you might 

pay a little extra on a bill to eliminate your debt faster, or add to your savings account for emergencies.  

Something you may have skipped on your budget list is tithing.  What is 

tithing?  Tithing is “a tenth part of something paid as a voluntary contribu-

tion or as a tax especially for the support of a religious establishment.” 4  A 

tithe should be given freely to your church to help support its ministries 

and operations.  Additional gifts beyond your tithe to special projects or 

funds are offerings.  You can always find ways to give, so at least start 

somewhere.  If financial giving seems impossible, volunteer to do things 

for others.  Find something you are good at and offer it to others as a gift.   

Folks usually ask where the tithe is placed on their budget.  Often, people 

place the tithe at the bottom and never get to it because they run out of 

money.  The better way is to flip your budget, placing the tithe at the top 

and then paying for your “four walls.”  Scripture says give your tithe off the 

top, the first fruits as an act of faith and trust in the God who has provided for you in the first place.  Making 

tithing a priority is truly a spiritual discipline.  

“The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it;”5  God trusts us to manage what he 

has allowed us to have.  We are only caretakers.  God owns everything.  If we have managed what God has 

given us and taught our children financial practices they need (Prov. 22:6), then we have taught them how to 

be caretakers of God’s gifts and they will never want.  “In an abundance of counselors there is safety.”6  If you 

(Continued on page 2) 



gather around wise people who can counsel you in finances, you will likely see growth and feel satisfaction.  

Consider speaking with an estate-planning attorney, a CPA or tax expert, an insurance pro, an investment 

pro, and even a good realtor.  

Proverbs 10:15 says, “The wealth of the rich is their fortress; the poverty of the poor is their ruin.”  If the 

wealthy are ruled by their money and wall themselves up, then they are no better than the poor.  With a tight 

fist around your money, you may have control.  But, it will also make it difficult for you to receive anything or 

help others.  With an open hand, some money may leave but more will be able to come back to you and you 

will be able to help others.  
  

The more generous you become, the more you become who God made you to be.  A church needs an out-

ward focus not an inward focus.  An outward focus will open the church up to so many more possibilities. An 

inward focus kills the church and causes the walls to implode.  Proverbs 23:4 reminds us, “Do not wear your-

self out to get rich; be wise enough to desist.” 

Give it a try.  On the last day of the month, sit down and write out a budget.  List your tithe at the top of the 

budget for God’s house and then list the “four walls” of your house (Malachi 3:10).  This practice will make 

your houses strong, and the blessings will over flow.  

  

This article is a special feature written by SUMC Office Admin., Zachary Cagle and based on Dave Ramsey Financial Peace teach-
ing.  If you would like to learn more or participate in a Financial Peace study, please contact Zach in the church office..  

1: Dave Ramsey’s Complete Guide to Money p.62 

2: 1 Timothy 5:8 (NRSV) 

3: Luke 14:28-30 (NRSV) 

4: https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/tithe 

5: Psalms 24:1 (NRSV) 

6: Proverbs 11:14 (NRSV)  
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BACK 2 SCHOOL BISCUIT Giveaway  Aug 26   
 A drive-thru welcome event for teachers, parents, and kids returning to 
school on August 26.  We will set up a tent in our parking lot inviting families to 
stop in between 7-8am (before or after drop off) and enjoy a biscuit or  coffee.    
 

If you are available and excited to serve folks that morning, please contact Pastor 
Norm  (rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu) 
 

  This will be a great opportunity to let children and families know we care and 
we’re here. 

          The Reading Buddy program is 

kicking off another year working with 

Salem Elementary. The importance of 

this program and time spent with 1st 

and 2nd graders can be seen in the pro-

gress children make over the course of 

each year.  The time spent serving is 

flexible and can be a time and duration 

that meets your schedule.  

          If you are interested in learning 

more, please contact  Joann Byrd at 437

-9786.  A background check is required 

to serve and orientation is offered.   

          If reading isn’t your cup of tea but 

you’d still like to serve, there are plenty 

of other ways you can be in ministry at 

SES too.  Let's continue expanding this 

wonderful 

outreach 

ministry! 

Back 2 School Bash  -Aug 24, 2-4pm @ Denton’s Chapel  
  

 We have been invited to partner with Denton’s Chapel in providing 

a Back 2 School Bash and giveaway for all children in our community.  If 

you would be willing to help by providing haircuts or staffing another sta-

tion like snacks, inflatables, or school supplies, please contact the church 

office ASAP!  We’d love to have a great response from folks willing to 

serve together.   

Additionally, SUMC is asked to collect tissue boxes, clorox wipes, and  gallon 

Ziploc bags thru Aug 20  (bin located outside church office).     



WONDROUS  DEPTH:  August Worship Series 
 

Father Greg Boyle is a Jesuit Priest who has served as pastor the Delores Mission Church in Los Angeles since 

1986.  It’s nestled in the middle of the largest public group of housing projects west of the Mississippi and the gang capi-

tal of the world.  Together, he and his congregation have dived deep into the heart of God and determined to treat gang 

members as sons and daughters, whether they brought them into this world or not.  His memoir, Tattoos on the Heart, 

offers a breathtaking glimpse into the heart of the Kingdom of God through parables and stories from his work with 

Homeboy Industries.   

You’re invited to join us as we examine how full our lives could be if we could 

find the joy in loving others and in being loved unconditionally.  Our August worship 

series “Wondrous Depth” highlights the depth and breadth of God with some of 

Boyle’s inspiring life parables.   
 

(And… if you’d like to hear Father Boyle in person, he will speak at FUMC Charlotte  
Aug. 5 @ 6:30pm!)   

 

Aug 4 –   Tiny God -  Luke 13:18-21 / Psalm 8 
Aug 11 –   Called by Name -  Luke 8:40-48 / Isaiah 43:1-7 
Aug 18 -    Grace rushes In -  Luke 5:17-26  
Aug 25 -    It smells like…  -  Luke 15:11-24 / Hosea 11:1-9 

Ongoing Ministries w/ Students & 
Schools:    

(& how to get involved) 
- servant hearts welcomed-  

 
- Grant’s Fund – (Salem Elementary annual 
special offering to provide for student  needs) 
Aug 4-25   
Contact: Office  828-433-6600  
 

-Salem Elem. Staff Lunch –Aug 20, 12pm 
Contact: Amy Causby  828-443-5134  
 

 -Salem ES Open House – Hot Dog Meal  – 
Aug 22, 4:30-6:30pm   
Contact: Eric Carswell  828-430-0274  
 

 -Back 2 School Biscuit Giveaway –  
 Aug 26,  7-8am   
Contact:  Norm Jones  828-980-4139  
 

 -Reading Buddies – (Volunteer approx. 1 hr 
wkly to read/listen to kids @ SES) Sept-May   
Contact:  Joann Byrd  828-437-9786  
 

-Varsity Football Meal– Sept 6, 3:30pm  
-JV Football Meal – Oct 31, 3:30pm   
Contact: Norm Jones  828-980-4139  
 

-Backpack Ministry – (Pack and deliver 
backpacks of food for students for the wknd) 
Sept-May + summer   
Contact:  Margaret Carswell  828-437-6185  
 

-Prayer Partners- (Pray over a list of SES 
staff for each day OR be assigned a kid from 
SUMC to pray for)   
Contact:  Kathryn Jones   919-260-9852  

      Good Neighbor  Project 
SUMC is providing a welcome “pounding” for 
new Habitat homeowners.  Any new supplies for 
a family moving into a new home would be ap-
preciated. A donation bin is located in the sanctu-
ary during August.   
 

 Here are a few suggestions: 
-Towel sets  -Bath Mats  -Paper towels   
-Paper plates  -Napkins  -Flour/Sugar/Baking 
-Non-perishables to help stock pantry -Hand soaps   
-Dish soap  -Mop/bucket  -swiffers 
-Sponges  -Laundry soap 
-Folding laundry basket -toilet wand/cleaner      
-various cleaning supplies -Kleenex -condiments 
-small tool kit  -efficient light bulbs 
 

(*Once a delivery date is determined a cake, or meal for the freezer would 
be appreciated) 

   Special thanks 
to the beautiful 
voices and peo-
ple who made 
Kids Music 

Nights possible:  
Kathryn Jones, 
Virginia Robin-
son, Sue Bunch, 
Jessica Allen, 
Connie Voigt, 

Kay Duckworth, 
Angie Dotson 



CHURCH STAFF 
 

Norm Jones, Jr.—Pastor  (rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu) 
Virginia Robinson, Dir. of Music  (robinsonva62@gmail.com) 
Sue Bunch, Pianist  (s_bunch@att.net) 
Zachary Cagle, Office Admin.  (salemumchurch@ymail.com) 

Weekly/Monthly  Happenings at Salem 

UMW meet first Thursdays of 
each month.  
  

August 1 at 7 pm  
Cora Ora  held by Clarice Shuping 
Sadie Rosemary  held by Rita Bowman 
Mary Alice  meet at church at 6:30 pm go to Friday 
Friends 

Lois Velna– Meets 3rd Tuesdays in the FH at 10 am  

 

    Deeper  Water Bible Study    
Meets Wed. at 10 :30am in youth 
room.   All are welcome! 

Burke United Christian Ministries  

Join us 1st Tuesday of each month at 3:30pm as we serve 

dinner at BUCM.   1st Sundays of each month we encour-
age you to bring food for their pantry. (305 West Union St.)  

www.bucm.net 

Prayer Shawls are tangible reminders of God's love, comfort, and peace.  
The group meets Monday from 10 - 11:30am  All are welcome.  

If you know who needs a shawl contact  Barbara Harbour or Margaret Carswell 

Christ Bread 
A monthly program for all retirees and older adults on 4th 
Tuesdays @ 11am.  Note:  Christ Bread will break for the 
summer and meet again in September.  

Our  Financial  Stewardship: 
 

Thru July 30 2019 
 

Budgeted Need:  $127,871.10 
Total Received for Budget:  $106,609.52 
Ministry Expenses to Date: $115,641.12 
 

Other Ministry Gifts Received to Date: 
Backpack Ministry: $375.00 
Building Fund: $265.00 
Cemetery:  $6,600.00 
Youth Fund: $690.00 

Gifts given in Memory (July) 
 
of Laddie P Dale given by L.P. Dale and family 
of Ruby Dale given by L.P. Dale and family 
of Charles Garrison given by Leonard Baker 
of Jack Garrison given by Beverly & Raymond Landres Williams 
of Leila Garrison given by Beverly & Raymond Landres Williams 
of Willie Propst given by Mary Ann  & Lisa Propst, Cary Clark 
of Steve Propst given by Mary Ann  & Lisa Propst, Cary Clark 
of Elsie Roper given by Randy, Janet, & Will Davis 
    given by Estate of Elsie Roper 
of Janette Dale given by Sexton & Edith Dale 
    given by Doris H. Garrison 
    given by Jerry & Clarice Shuping 
    given by Joe & Lynda Woody 
    given by Bruce & Kay Pollard  

 Our Salem Elementary Backpack ministry is 
finishing up summer home deliveries this month.  
During the summer, we deliver weekly on Sunday 
afternoons and can accept larger 
items and glass jars or fresh 
vegetables.   
 If you’d like to assist 
with packing or delivering this 
summer, contact Nina Horton at 
828-438-4638.   
 Thank you for continu-
ing to support this ministry with your food items and 
helping feed our school children.    

 

*Special thanks to the family of Junie and Lucy Dale 
for providing the stump removal in front of the sanc-
tuary at no cost.  
 
Salem UMW,   
Thank you for your generous gift to BUCM.  We are serv-
ing a record number of persons each day and your commit-
ment allows us to provide food, clothing, medicine, and 
counsel to those in need.   Thank You!   David Burleson 

http://www.bucm.net


 Dear Lord, hear our prayers…. 
 

Servant Leaders for August 

Acolytes:     Usher Captains: 
 
4– Gavyn Smith  4-  Jack Bridges  
11– Faith Pons   11-   
18– Colt Crowe   18- Bruce Pollard 
25– Connor Wellman  25 - Tim Keller 
   

Reader for 11 am 
4 –  Charles Autrey 
11 -  Kevin Reinke  
18 -  Jodi Brown 
25 -  Gordon Ronk 
 

Nursery 
4-   11 am–  Courtney Hampton & Kathryn Jones 
11- 11 am–  Josh 7 Brenna Call & Nina Horton 
18- 11 am  - Joann Byrd & Kevin & Vicki Reinke 
25- 11 am–  Edith Dale & Rebecca Shuping 

Prayer Requests: Tom Carlson, Gary Whitener, Keith Ollis,  

Sandra Durain, Ruthie Riddick, Kevin Patton, Toni Smith,  

Graylin Reece, Baby Tony Dean, Darcy Perry,  Johnny Hoke,  

Cary Clark                                              

Home Bound: Millie Avery, Mildred Mull, Mary Wilson,  

Leota Garrison, James Carswell, Fred Duckworth,                                      

Nursing Home Residents:                                                                        

- Grace Heights – Mable Hoke                                                                              

- College Pines – Avis Williams,  

- The Brian Center of Spruce Pine – Helen McGee                                        

 - Hope Ridge Family Care – Nell Causby,  Doris Garrison                                                                                                                   

- The Berkeley – Jean Jarrell 

3 Kathryn Duckworth 
5 Cindy Ross  
7 David Stroup 
10 Dylan Carswell, Isaiah Hampton 
11 Steve Stroup 
13 Walter Kaika 
14 Virginia Robinson, Brandi Woody 
15 Ray Duckworth 
16 Laura Cole  
19 Clarice Shuping, Todd Shuping,  

Susan Stroup, Will Davis, Dawn Wellman 
22         Madison Wilson, Nikki Carswell 
23 Jack Bridges 
24 Jon Pons, Reid Pons 
26 Sierra Clonch 
27 Fred Causby, Jr., Fred Duckworth 
29 Aaron Cole 
30 Randy Davis 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
30 Tracy & Joyanne Benfield 

 
 

 
 

Saturday, August 10   7:30-11 am  
 Breakfast for $7 plate   

  

Bring your donated items for the sale to the fellowship 
hall  between  Aug 8-9.  All proceeds go toward 
UMW mission projects.   

SALEM ELEMENTARY  
OFFERING  

 

 Students will return to school soon, and in 
the tradition of community outreach to our local 
school, you are invited to donate money to what 
we call “Grant's Fund.”  The fund was established 
in honor of Grant Causby and provides Salem Ele-
mentary with money to assist students in need at 
the discretion of the principal or guidance counse-
lor.   
 
Please place donations in 
an offering envelope and 
mark it “Grant's Fund” or 
put “Grant's fund” in the 
memo line of your check 
made out to Salem UMW.  
Donations will be received 
through Sunday August 25. 



August 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 
 

16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 
4:30-6:30pm  SES 
Open House Hot 
Dogs 

23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

10:30am Bible Study 
(Yth Rm) 
1:30 pm Visit Shut ins 
6:30 pm  Praise Team 
7 pm Choir 

10:30am Bible Study 
(Yth Rm) 
6:30 pm  Praise Team 
7 pm Choir 

 
  
 

 
 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 

 
 

10 am Lois Velna 
Circle (FH) 
 
12pm  SES Staff 
Lunch  (FH) 

 

 

 
 
10 am Prayer 
Shawl (Ed Bldg) 
 

10 am Prayer 
Shawl  (Ed Bldg) 
 

10 am Prayer 
Shawl  (Ed Bldg) 
 
 

 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
 
 

10:30am Bible Study 
(Yth Rm) 
6:30 pm  Praise Team 
7 pm Choir 

9:30 Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
 
4pm Church Council 
(parlor) 

 

10-3pm Card Class  
(FH) 
  

7 pm UMW 
Meeting s 
 

 
1 pm Staff meeting 

Yard Sale FH 
Reserved 
7:30—11 am 

9:30 Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
 
 
 

 

2-4pm  Back 2 
School Bash 
(Denton’s Chapel) 

 

7am  School Bis-
cuit Giveaway 
 
10 am Prayer 
Shawl  (Ed Bldg) 

10:30am Bible Study 
(Yth Rm) 
6:30 pm  Praise Team 
7 pm Choir 

 
3:30pm BUCM 
meal FH reserved 

 

 FH reserved 


