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Lent Devotion 
(Our final Lent devotion from S. African pastor, Trevor Hudson) 

 

Word:  DIE 
 

Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears 
much fruit.. (John 12:24) 
 

 
 In the verse above, Jesus is primarily speaking of his own death. At first his death will appear as a tragedy, but in the 
end it will be a triumph. His death will be the ultimate victory of the resurrecting power of God over the forces of evil, sin, 
and death. 
 Though Jesus’ death is unique, he invites his followers to die as well. Like a seed that is planted in the ground and 
dies, Jesus invites us to die to ourselves in order to bear good fruit. We are asked to lay down our lives in love to be raised to 
new life. 
 The breathtaking message of Good Friday and Easter Sunday is that life comes out of death. The big question facing 
us as we journey into the events of the cross and the resurrection is this: What do we need to die to this Easter in order to en-
ter more fully into the new life Christ wants to give us?  
 

Daily Practice: 
Write down your answer to the question above on a small piece of paper, tear it up, and then bury it in the ground. 

 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Reading the Torah Together in 1 Year 
 

Space these out and read some of the passage each day or all at once.  You have a full week to read the chapters. But it’s usually better to 
at least divide it into 2 days.   
  

Schedule Week of: 
Apr 2 - Exod 6– 9       Apr 9 - Exod 10– 13:16   Apr 16 - Exod 13:17– 17       
Apr 23 - Exod 18 - 20       Apr 30 - Exod 21-24    May 7 - Exod 25-27:19 

May 14 - Exod 27:20-30:10       May 21 - Exod 30:11 - 34   May 28 - Exod 35 - 38:20 

Easter & Holy Week @ SUMC 
April  2 - Palm/Passion Sunday 
April  3 - Messy Church, 5:45pm  (FH) 
April 6 -  Holy Thursday Service, 7:30pm (Sanctuary) 
April  7 - Egg Hunt & Lunch, 10:30am  (bring dozen stuffed eggs per child to hide) 
 @ Ross Farm  ~1391 Harrison Carswell Dr. 
April 9 - EASTER  SUNDAY 
 7am  Sunrise service @ SUMC Cemetery  
 7:30am  Breakfast  (FH) 
 9:30am  Sunday classes 
 10:35am - Easter worship  (Sanctuary)   
 (Remember to Bring flowers to assemble on our Resurrection Cross on Apr 9) 



SUMMER CAMP  SCHOLARSHIPS! 
 

 Summer camp scholarships are available for kids ages 7-14 to attend a week of camp at Tekoa Foothills 
or Camp Tekoa.  Any of our elementary kids or middle school youth may attend camp for only $150.  (Normal 
camp weeks cost $350-$400).   However, thanks to additional funds from SUMC, your only cost is $75 for an 
entire week of camp (lodging, food, and activities)!!! 
 
  **Salem UMC will pay an additional $75 for all who contact our church 
office to register.  Register ASAP.  To view camp weeks and offerings vis-
it www.tekoafoothills.org. (828)-433-6600  salemumchurch@ymail.com 

Youth News! 
Calling all youth… invite a friend and Join us for youth gatherings twice a month on Wednesday 

nights 6:30-730pm in the Yth Rm.   

See our upcoming schedule and info for a summer mission trip below.   
 

Calendar Dates: 

Apr 5 - Yth Rm, 6:30pm (holy week) 

Apr 19 - Yth Rm, 6:30pm 

*Apr 23 - Outreach activity, 4pm  (Mission Trip Deadline/Deposit) 

May 3 - Yth Rm, 6:30pm 

May 17 - Yth Rm, 6:30pm 

May 21 - Outreach activity, TBD 

May 31 - Yth Rm, 6:30pm 

***July 23– 29  

(Save the Date  ...Mission Trip) 

  
 
(Any adults interested in serving 
in kitchen or as a group leader 
for July mission trip please alert Norm)! 

 

EASTER EGG HUNT & 
LUNCH  Apr 7, 10:30am @ 

Ross Farm, 1391 Harrison Car-

swell Dr.  (bring dozen stuffed 
eggs per child to hide) 

Messy Church night returns to SUMC  

Monday April 3 @ 5:45pm 
 

 What Messy Church is: 
- Messy Church is a form of church for every 
age that involves creativity, celebration, and 
hospitality 
- It typically includes a welcome, a creative 
time to explore the biblical theme through sen-
sory engagement; a short worship celebration; 
and a sit-down meal together.    
- It's church for people at all stages of their 
faith journey and of any age. 

March:  Girl Scout Sunday & Troop pic 
from Juliette Low Museum on Savannah 
Trip 

http://www.tekoafoothills.org


A Legacy in Music 
By Ray Duckworth 

 

A grieving member of a family sat down after a celebration of life service. He thanked the music director for the 

choir singing the Christmas tune "Beautiful Star" amid Lenten season as well as putting together a service filled 

with old-time hymns at the deceased person's request. 
 

Music director Virginia Robinson replied simply, "You're welcome." 
 

But then she has worked with old-time hymns before in working in various 

roles for Salem United Methodist Church. Those roles have been as pianist, be-

ginning in the mid-1980s, and as music director, beginning in the early 2000s, 

as well as a stint as youth leader. 
 

She is retiring from her current role of music director in April. A reception in 

recognition of her service is planned for April 22. 
 

Longtime choir member Clarice Shuping said Robinson brought some "fun" activities to the choir by having 

several dinner theater programs such as an old-time hymn sing done in the style of Gaither Gospel Hour, 

Christmas in July (with cotton snowballs as part of a snowball fight during "Frosty the Snowman"), Hawaiian 

theme (with an in-person Hula dancer), and having a piano performance of "The Entertainer" by Joe Causby. 
 

"Virginia has done such wonderful work leading the music program," Doris Ingram said.  She also said Robinson 

has led numerous cantatas, encouraged camaraderie among choir members, and worked with the children and 

youth programs. 
 

"We are sad to see her retire as music director, but we have huge appreciation for all she has done for the 

church," Ingram said. "She will be terribly missed as music director, but we are so happy she will remain part of 

our church family." 
 

Robinson made it clear that she doesn't plan to leave the congregation of the church she began attending in 

the early 1980s. 
 

She said she feels God led her to Salem and is proud of the number of people who have participated in the mu-

sic programs over the years. She said she prayed 

about her decision to retire and feels the time is right, 

noting health reasons.  
You are cordially 

invited  
to a  

Retirement   
Celebration  

in honor of  

Virginia Robinson 
April 22, 2-4pm 

 

Drop-in between to 2-4pm to say THANK YOU  
&  celebrate over 30 years of Music Ministry @  

SUMC 



Our  Financial  Stewardship: 
 

Thru March 28, 2023 
 

Weekly budget need: $4,064.08 
Yearly Budget needed:  $211,332.00 
Budgeted need to date:  $52,833.04 
Total Received for Budget:    $43,421.00 
Ministry Expenses to Date:   $51,101.89 
 
 

We are $9,412.04 behind budget for the year!       
We are $7,680.89 behind expenses for the year.       
 

Other Ministry Gifts Received to Date for 2023: 
Backpack Ministry:    $290.00 
Building Fund (Cemetery, Building):   $535.00 
UMCOR    $415.00 

1 Judy Phillips 
4 Millie Avery, Kay Pollard, Mark McGhinnis 
6 Morgan Garrison 
8 Andrew Snyder 
9 Joan Borden, Josh Autrey 
10 Jerry McCall 
14 Margaret Carswell 
21 Muriel McNeilly 
24 R. Wesley Phillips 
28 Jon Duckworth 
30 Brenna Call, Cameron Whitener 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
9 Bob & Barbara Harbour 

Prayer Requests & Concerns: Gerald & Mozelle Duckworth, 

Steve & Jane Stroup, Kevin & Joann Patton, Fred Causby, Shirley 

Causby, Laqueta Carroll, Edith Dale, Zach Cagle, Joann Byrd, 

Lisa Propst, Cary Clark, Billie Ross, Muriel McNeilly, Tim An-

drews, Linda Wilson, Bill Hutchins 

Home Bound:  Millie Avery, Leota Garrison, Brenda Autrey, 

Jackie Pruett, Janet Koon 

Nursing Home Residents:   - Hope Ridge Family Care – Doris 

Garrison 

Ever wanted to know more 
about how our Jewish roots 

inform our faith?   
 

Make plans to join us for a 

weekly book study.  

Sundays  6-7pm  Books - $5 
 

Email/Text Pastor Norm if interested. 

828-980-4139 

Monthly Greeter list   

 

1st Sunday-    Jack Bridges 2nd Sunday-    Charles Autrey 
3rd Sunday-   Holly Keller 4th Sunday-    Kevin Reinke 
5th Sunday-    Jodi Brown Alternate-      Bruce Pollard 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Norm Jones, Jr.—Pastor  (rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu) 
Virginia Robinson, Dir. of Music  (robinsonva62@gmail.com) 
Sue Bunch, Pianist  (s_bunch@att.net) 
Zachary Cagle, Office Admin.  (salemumchurch@ymail.com) 

Gifts given in Memory or  in Honor (March) 
 

Ann Gamble, Dave Patton,            by Mary Ann Propst, Lisa Propst, Cary Clark 
Nevada Pollard  
Charles Autrey, Jack Bridges,      by Mary Ann Propst, Lisa Propst, Cary Clark 
David A. Dale, Jason Dale,  
Margaret Carswell, Joyce Gibson by Mary Ann Propst, Lisa Propst, Cary Clark                  
Nevada Pollard               by Margaret Carswell 
          by Bruce & Kay Pollard   
                by Doris Ingram 
Fred Duckworth           by L. P. Dale & Family 
                by Doris Ingram  
                    by Jerry & Clarice Shuping  
       by Mary Ann Propst, Lisa Propst, Cary Clark 

Thank You  
Thank you for all the prayers, thoughts and cards while I 
was in the hospital and recovering at home. 
I truly felt the hand of God working during my surgery and 
recovery.  ~Cary Clark 
 

Dear Methodist Men 
Thank You for the Avengers puzzle pack, window art, 
candy, t-shirt, & Superman figurines. Chris will love them! 
We are grateful for your active sponsorship participation 
and thank you for your support as we work together to 
serve those in our care.   ~Alicia Wilson, JIRDC 

Ladies of any age are welcome to 
join the UWF.  Our next meeting is 
April 4 @ 7pm  in the FH. 

 
Saturday, Apr. 29, 

 10am-1pm 
Bake Sale Fundraiser 

 
(Chicken pies, baked goods, & more) 

 

&  also... 
Girl Scout Yard Sale April 29 starts at 
9am. 
Any donations for our troop’s yard sale 
are greatly appreciated.  Please bring 
your items to the FH on Apr 25 or Apr 
28 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 
 1 

2 Exod  6-9 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:35am Worship 
4pm Church Council 

Mtg (FH) 

6pm Judaism discussion 

3 

10am Prayer 

Shawl (Ed Bldg)

5:45pm Messy 

Church (FH) 

 

4 

7pm UWF Mtg(FH) 
5 

6:30pm Youth 

(Yth Rm) 

7pm Choir (Sanct) 

6 

7:30pm Holy 

Thurs Service 

(Sanct) 

7 

10:30am Egg 

Hunt  (Ross farm 

1391 Harrison 

Carswell Dr.)  

8 

 

9 Exod 10– 13:16 

EASTER!!! 
7am Sunrise Service 
7:30 Breakfast (FH) 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:35am  Worship 
 
2pm  Judaism discussion 
 

10 

 
11 

 
12 

7pm Choir (Sanct) 
13 

 
14 

 
15 

 

16 Exod 13:17– 17 

 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:35am Worship 
11:35a Finance Mtg 

17 

10am Prayer 

Shawl (Ed Bldg) 

6pm G. Scout (FH) 

18 

5:30pm Messy 

Church Planning 

19 

6:30pm Youth 

7pm Choir (Sanct) 

20 

 
21 

(FH Reserved) 
22 

2-4pm  

Retirement 

Celebration 

(FH) 

23 Exod 18 - 20 

 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:35am Worship 
4pm Yth Outreach activ. 
6pm Judaism discussion 
 
 

24 

10am Prayer 

Shawl (Ed Bldg) 

 

25 

 
26 

7pm Choir (Sanct) 

27 

 
28 

(FH Reserved) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

29    

9am Girl 

Scouts Yard 

Sale (FH)  

 

10– 1pm 

UWF Bake 

Sale (FH) 

30 Exod 21 - 24 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:35am Worship 

 
6pm Judaism discussion 

MAY  1 

 

10am Prayer 

Shawl (Ed Bldg) 

5:45pm Messy 

Church (FH) 

 6:30pm Youth 

(Yth Rm) 

   

(Pastor Norm away for vacation Apr 10-17) 


