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Gondola Prayers 
(excerpt from Kate Bowler’s  “Good Enough” devotional) 

 

 When I was 5-years-old our family went on one of those gondolas up a mountain in British Columbia, Canada, and 
just as our cable car suspended over the deepest part of the valley below, it stopped moving. It swayed at first, and then all 
went still. Nobody spoke. Except for a little voice, (and yes it was mine), that asked my parents, “How do we know this is on 
tight?” 
 That’s the question when life gets really scary, isn’t it?  When you are dangled over the abyss and there’s nothing 
between you and… the thing no one is saying except the little kid who says what everyone is thinking: “How do we know 
this is on tight?”  Of course, that’s when we really start praying it is on tight. For everyone’s sake. In the face of such uncer-
tainty, sometimes all we can do is pray. 
 But what are we actually doing when we pray? And what did the Biblical writer James mean when he told his fellow 
Christians that “the prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective”?  Experience tells us that prayer isn’t a secret remote 
control we can use to zap reality to our liking. Sometimes we pray and nothing changes. Sometimes prayers lead to mira-
cles.  Other times we feel like we need to do something special to get God’s attention.  And for my five-year-old self hang-
ing over a deep ravine, it would be a perverse God indeed, who said “just be a good enough little girl and pray the right 
way, and it will all be OK.” 
 What I love about history is that it anchors us in a reality we couldn’t otherwise touch.  James wrote his letter to 
offer practical advice to newly converted Christians about a foreign concept of worship.  In their world, people prayed to a 
chosen or local gods or goddesses: women swore by Artemis or Diana, Hercules was reigned supreme in the town of 
Thebes, or Zeus in Athens.  James reminds them that they are not praying to fitful and bad-tempered gods who will hurl 
lightning bolts if they are angered.  We are under the eye of the one true God who has actually come down to us as a little 
baby, who knows us and loves us and hears our prayers.  This fact changed everything about prayer, for first century Chris-
tians, and for us. Because since all things exist in relation to this God of love, our prayers do too.  We are praying to the God 
whose very sweetness has broken through to us…. 
 Once when Zach was little, my Mom threw a blanket over the dining room table, and the two of them crawled un-
der to talk in whispers.  His little face, so close to hers, was full of wonder that she wasn’t tall anymore, but small and en-
closed with him in the semi-darkness.  Their tent was a holy place where secrets were shared.  It is the same for us in pray-
er, but God is the grown-up and we are the child.  The mystery of prayer is that we may never understand exactly how it 
works, just that it draws us into intimacy with a God who hears.  When even in our tiniest voices we wonder, “How do we 
know that this is on tight?” and we can expect, somehow, that someone hears us and answers: “I know, right?” 
(Our Worship Series is inspired by Kate’s book Good Enough.  You are invited to participate in a conversation with Kate 
and our Bishop on April 6 @ 10am.  Use the link below to register).    A Conversation with Kate Bowler (wnccumc.org)  
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

50  Days  of  Food  Challenge 

Apr 17 - June 5  
In the Church calendar, the celebration of Easter is a 50 day season of feasting.  A grand cel-

ebration of the Great Feast we will one day experience with God.  And yet, we recognize 
there are many who experience hunger in our community.  20% of Burke residents experi-

ence food insecurity.   

During Easter Season our Methodist Men have challenged us to collect food 
items for 50 days to restock the shelves at Burke United Christian Ministry.   
Drop your donations off outside the church office or the bin in sanctuary.   

(Consider donating more than just your leftovers and be sure items aren’t expired) 

https://www.wnccumc.org/detail/a-conversation-with-kate-bowler-16408923


Guatemalan Scholarship Student  
In 2021 we had 4 members provide a year of school for a student. Below 

is a glimpse of one of them so you can pray for them. You can also spon-

sor a student for $38 a month. Contact Pastor Norm for more info. 

 

Name: Kimberly Mendez  Age: 16 Grade: 10 

 

Family:  Her father was a shoemaker and lost his business during 

Covid. He now looks for work in the fields and her mom is a maid.  

They live near Pacaja and the city dump.  It’s a neighborhood with 

high crime and gangs.  Kimberly has 4 siblings (one younger brother 

and sister, 2 older sisters) . 

 

Education: Kimberly is an outstanding stu-

dent, loves to read and is dedicated to her 

studies.  She has excellent grades and is a 

support to her mom.  She has been admitted 

to the Commerce School to study Account-

ing.  Her dream is to graduate in accounting 

and study in Italy.     

 

(Living Heritage Foundation Ministry) 

 

Bible Year Aids & Tips  
   

1) There is space in your devo book each day, use it.  Jot your notes, questions, or ideas down OR consider using a journal. 
2) Multiple weekly discussion groups are offered to give everyone opportunities to connect and grow in their reading.  
Come when you can, or attend different days.  Weekly discussion enhances your experience and encourages one another. 
 Sundays:  9:30am Sunday School classes  5:30pm – Small group in Yth Room 
  Wednesday:   6:30pm, Small group in Yth Room 
3) Luther Seminary offers a great free resource online for anyone who wants to go deeper called Enter the Bible.  It breaks 
  down each book of Scripture to give you an in-depth overview of its background and context, its author and  
 setting, the issues and themes in it.  Create a free account at https://enterthebible.org/free-account-registration/ 
4) You can listen to free weekly podcast recordings and reflection of the readings by scholars and pastors from around the  
 country.  Scroll down the page to access 60 total podcasts OR subscribe to the podcast with your app/phone.  
 https://hydeparkumc.org/adult-groups/the-bible-project-2020/ 
5) We have created an SUMC group Bible Year page to join on Facebook where you can ask questions or post insights.  
 Each month, one of our Church Council leaders will post weekly comments about something from the readings. 
 SUMC Bible Year | Facebook   

SUMMER CAMP  SCHOLARSHIPS! 
 

 Summer camp scholarships are available for kids ages 7-14 to 
attend a week of camp at Tekoa Foothills or Camp Tekoa.  Any of our 
elementary kids or middle school youth may attend camp for only $150.  
(Normal camp weeks cost $350-$400).   However, thanks to additional 
funds from SUMC, your only cost is $75 for an entire week of camp 
(lodging, food, and activities)!!! 
 
  **Salem UMC will pay an additional $75 for all who contact our 

church office to register.  Register ASAP.  To view camp weeks and offerings visit www.tekoafoothills.org. 
(828)-433-6600  salemumchurch@ymail.com 

Salem Kids & Families are invited to an 

Egg Hunt and Hot Dog Lunch 
  

Hosted by Todd & Rebecca Shuping 
( 1391 Harrison Carswell Ave.) 

  

Friday April 15 @ 10:30am 

  
  
  

Invite a friend to join you and bring a lawn 
chair 

Thanks  Shuping Fam! 

  
  
 

https://info.luthersem.edu/e3t/Btc/ZU+113/d11vTR04/VXkcNb7xsxw5W5C_wsV7MpxV_W2L--MX4yXGrVN8_nRFX3hpPkV1-WJV7CgKLJW8-WMTz9gCsfnW5ZjB6c87r78bW491rl94rYDZTW293P862Mn3m5N1X1GWKbH-G1W1MzY1j6d3xJlVdGJDd5rQH7XN3dPs29tLlrcW4943VM4YccQSN4NRgNb57_DhW2n34sj6PWmv8VDmT3m9
https://hydeparkumc.org/adult-groups/the-bible-project-2020/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/345549906962902
http://www.tekoafoothills.org


 

NEW  C-19  Guidelines! 
 
 

THANK  YOU!   
It has been a challenging two years and throughout that time 
SUMC has consistently stepped up to care (from special outreach 
opportunities, financial giving, remote gestures of nurture, and ob-
serving safety guidelines).   
 

Federal and state Covid guidelines have all been modified and lo-
cal spread seems to be minimal.  While we will relax our guide-
lines beginning April 1, please remember children under 5 still 
have no vaccine access and that C-19 is not a hoax.  There are mul-
tiple variants and people are affected differently.  We encourage 
you to make informed health choices for your situation & always 
be mindful that our personal decisions do impact others.  SUMC 
will continue to be a church to embrace others through love in ac-
tion.  Everyone will have different levels of comfort when it comes 
to interactions and connecting with each other again, and we will 
choose to respect that.  Thank you again for navigating this season 
together in love! 
 
These are the updates to expect beginning April 1: 
-Masks are optional for any SUMC activities/programs.   
-Pastor visitation is again possible but please alert Norm if you 
would prefer not to receive a home or hospital visit. 
-Spraying to disinfect before worship will be phased out 
-Meeting space or FH use may once again be reserved 
 

We will continue to observe the following measures:   
-If you feel sick OR experience any C-19 symptoms, please don’t attend.   
-Offering collection has worked remarkably well and we will continue to 
ask you to place your offering at the altar before/during/after service 
-Individualized communion cups 
-Air Purification systems are used in all buildings.  
-Our building is cleaned weekly by Mobile Services.    
-Nursery remains open for family use, but not staffed.  

April  10 - Palm/Passion Sunday 
April  13 - Bible Year discussion, 6:30pm  (Yth Rm) 
April 14-  Maundy Thursday Service, 7pm (Sanctuary) 
 (From the Latin “mandatum novum” - “a new command” I give you).  
April  16 - Egg Hunt/Lunch @ Ross Farm  (1391 Harrison Carswell Dr.) 
 
April 17 - EASTER  SUNDAY 
 7am  Sunrise service @ SUMC Cemetery (with St Matt. UMC) 
 7:30am  Lite Breakfast  (FH) 
 9:30am  Sunday classes 
 10:35am - Easter worship  (Sanctuary)   
 (Remember to Bring flowers to assemble on our Resurrection Cross on Apr 17) 

LENTEN Worship Series:  

GOOD ENOUGH 
 

 We live in a culture bent on definitions 
of a good life as continuous upward mobility–
climbing ladders of prosperity with increasingly 
fabulous experiences that we can post to ever-
more-likable social media accounts. We may 
comb the shelves of the self-help section in 
search of just the right formula to gain success.  
We even gravitate towards spiritual leaders 
who promise great rewards if we only do “the 
right thing.”  
 But life happens, right? Most times we 
are not moving upward but trying to repair the 
rung we’ve just slipped from.  So what if we 
stopped climbing and started fertilizing, water-
ing, and blooming right where we find our-
selves? Welcome to a Lent of affirming a faith 
in which we are blessed, regardless, and where 
we can lean into embracing our “good enough” 
lives. 
Inspired by Kate Bowler’s book “Good Enough” 
 

April 3 -  Perfection is impossible… Lk 15:11-32 
Apr 10 - We are fragile   John 12:1-8 
Apr 14 - Holy Thursday   7pm 

Apr  16 - Egg Hunt/Lunch (Ross farm)  10:30am 
Apr 17 - Good Enough,  EASTER Sunday Jn 20:1-18 

 Worship  @  7am & 10:35am  



 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Norm Jones, Jr.—Pastor  (rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu) 
Virginia Robinson, Dir. of Music  (robinsonva62@gmail.com) 
Sue Bunch, Pianist  (s_bunch@att.net) 
Zachary Cagle, Office Admin.  (salemumchurch@ymail.com) 

Our  Financial  Stewardship: 
 

Thru March 29,  2022 
 

Weekly budget need: $3,936.85 
Yearly Budget needed:  $204,716.00 
Budgeted need to date:  $51,179.05  
Total Received for Budget:    $49,499.68 
Ministry Expenses to Date:   $49,632.35 
 
 

We are $1,679.37 behind budget for the year.       
We are $132.67 behind expenses for the year.       
 

Other Ministry Gifts Received to Date for 2022: 
Backpack Ministry:  $325.00 
Building Fund:    $724.00 
(We have successfully paid off new playground!  Thank 
you. Donations are still appreciated to cover expense of 

grading and drainage work needed) 

1 Judy Phillips 
2 Mary Carswell 
4 Millie Avery, Kay Pollard,  

Mark McGhinnis, Dakota Campbell 
6 Morgan Garrison 
8 Andrew Snyder 
9 Joan Borden, Josh Autrey 
10 Jerry McCall 
14 Margaret Carswell 
21 Muriel McNeilly 
23 Paul Dale 
24 R. Wesley Phillips 
28 Jon Duckworth 
30 Brenna Call, Cameron Whitener 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
9 Bob & Barbara Harbour 

*Now that facility use has increased again, our trustees re-
spectfully ask folk to please be intentional turning off lights 

and locking doors when leaving.   

Monthly Greeters   

 

1st Sunday-     Jack Bridges  
2nd Sunday-    Charles Autrey 
3rd Sunday-     Holly Keller  
4th Sunday-     Kevin Reinke 
5th Sunday-     Jodi Brown  
Alternate-       Bruce Pollard 

Gifts given in Memory  or  in Honor (February and March) 
 

Brenda Reubens               by Sexton & Edith Dale 
                by L. P. & Patsy Dale 
Edna Norman & Heather Woody                             by  Joe & Lynda Woody             

Our weekly Salem Elementary Backpack 
ministry continues with 8 families and is in 
need of  Ramen noodles, snack items 
(cakes, granola, fruit, Jell-O & pudding 
cups) canned vegetables. 
     We have been so blessed by everyone’s 
donations of food and money. Thank you! 

Dear Lord, hear our prayers…. 
Prayer Requests & Concerns: Mary Carswell, Gerald, Kay & 

Mozelle Duckworth, Jane Stroup, Trey Crowe, Fred Causby, 

Shirley Causby, Laqueta Carroll, Kay Pollard, Troy & Joann 

Patton, Jerry McCall 

 

Home Bound: Millie Avery, Leota Garrison, Fred Duckworth 

Nursing Home:   - Hope Ridge Family Care – Doris Garrison                                                                                             

Attention  ALL Men! 

You’re Invited! 

Sun. Apr  24, 8:15am  
 
ALL men are invited to our men’s breakfast!   
This will be an opportunity for men of all ages, to 
come together for a time of devotion, introduc-
tions, fellowship and food!    
 
Cary Clark (cclark1996@yahoo.com)  
Kevin Reinke (Kevinspage@aol.com) 

  Ladies of any age are welcome to join the  
UWF.  Our next meeting is  April 7 @ 7pm  in the FH. 

 
 

Saturday, Apr. 9, 
 10am-1pm 

Bake Sale Fundraiser 
 

(Chicken pies, baked goods, 
& more) 

 
 
Did you know? 
United Methodist Women 
have rebranded under a new 
name: United Women in Faith 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

BY=Bible Year     1 

2 Kings 14-17 
2 

2 Kings 18-21 

3 

2 Kings 22-25 

9:30 Sunday School 
10:35am Worship 
 

4 

1 Chronicles 1-9 

10am Prayer 

Shawl (Ed Bldg) 

6pm G. Scouts (FH) 

5 

1 Chron. 10-12 

   

6 

1 Chron. 13-16 

6:30pm BY group 

(Yth Rm) 

7pm Choir (Sanct 

7 

1 Chr. 17-22.1 

7pm UMW Mtg

(FH) 

8 

1 Chron. 22.2-27 
9 

1 Chron. 28-29 

10a-1p Chix Pie 

Bake Sale  UMW 

10 

2 Chron. 1-5.1 

Palm Sunday 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:35am  Worship 
 
11:30-12:30am  
UMC Update (Sanct) 
 

11 

2 Chron. 5:2-9 

10am Prayer 

Shawl (Ed Bldg) 

 

12 

2 Chron. 10-13 

   

13 

2 Chron. 14-16 

6:30pm BY group 

(Yth Rm) 

7pm Choir (Sanct 

 
(Day  100  of  BY!) 

14 

2 Chron. 17-20 

7pm Maundy 

Thursday wor-

ship  (Sanct) 

15 

2 Chron. 21-24 

10:30am Egg 

Hunt (see p2) 

16 

2 Chron. 25-28 

17 

2 Chron. 29-32 

EASTER! 
7am  Joint Sunrise 
7:30  Lite breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School  
10:35am Easter Wor-
ship  (Sanct) 
 

18 

2 Chron.  33-36 

 

 

 

19 

Ezra 1-3 

  

20 

Ezra 4-6 

6:30pm BY group  

(Yth Rm) 

 

21 

Ezra 7-10 
22 

Nehemiah 1-4 
23 

Nehemiah 5-7 

 

24 

Nehemiah 8-10 

8:15am Men’s 

breakfast  (FH) 

9:30 Sunday School 
10:35am Worship 
 

25 

Nehemiah 11-13 

10am Prayer 

Shawl (Ed Bldg) 

6pm G. Scouts (FH) 

26 

Esther 1-4 

   

27 

Esther 5-10 

6:30pm BY group 

(Yth Rm) 

 

28 

Job 1-5 

29 

Job 6-14 
30 

Job 15-21 

 

 

 

 

(Pastor Norm  on vacation  Apr. 18-25) 



 

Update on our UMC Denomination  
(excerpt from WNCC Bishop’s Office) 

Pastor Norm shared a denominational update/overview on March 20.  It will be offered again after worship on April 10 
 

Q: Why was the General Conference postponed again? 

A: The Commission on the General Conference made the decision to postpone General Conference 2020 until 2024 due to 

the ongoing pandemic and long processing time of obtaining visas for delegates from outside of the United States. A virtual 

option had been considered previously but was rejected due to the 16-hour span of time zones, unreliable internet, and 

challenges to safeguarding the voting. You can read more  here. 
 

Q: Why would the Commission on General Conference not schedule a General Conference session before 2024? 

A: It takes the commission years to plan a General Conference.  With the 2020 session being postponed again, the commis-

sion will start over with planning such as securing dates, location, hotel blocks, international visas, etc. International dele-

gate pandemic/vaccination issues and the backlog of visas were a major hindrance to this process. 
 

Q: When will a new date be announced? 

A: The commission has already secured a venue for what would have been the regularly scheduled quadrennial event.  An 

announcement about the location will be forthcoming as soon.  The event will be in 2024. 
 

Q: Has the Global Methodist Church (GMC) decided to launch their new denomination on May 1, 2022? 

A: Yes. In response to the third delay, the GMC has decided to launch their denomination early instead of waiting until after 

the General Conference Session in 2024. 
 

Q: What if my church does not want to wait until 2024 to decide if we will remain with the UMC or explore other denomina-

tional options? 

A: Any current UMC church has the option to explore disaffiliation pursuant to the 2019 legislation found in paragraph 

2553 of the Book of Discipline. WNCC has a very specific process to pursue disaffiliation and if you would like information 

about disaffiliation, please contact your district superintendent.  The first step that triggers the process is for lay leadership 

from a church to communicate to the DS a desire for the church to have a conversation about disaffiliation.  Disaffiliation 

can be a year-long process which includes the vote of the Annual Conference. 
 

Q: Will our church need to conduct a vote? 

A: Not at this time. All United Methodist Churches are still under the legislation that was approved at the 2019 Special Gen-

eral Conference session and the 2016 Book of Discipline.  Bishop Carter is also living into the spirit of the Protocol of Reconcil-

iation and Grace through Separation, which is not only a way of separation, but the way we live together in the interim. 
 

Q: I’m concerned about the uncertainty in the UMC and what the policies could be related to marriages in my local church. 

How do I know what the future UMC will look like? 

A: Local church has autonomy on how church property is used as well as a clergy’s authority to determine at what wed-

dings he/she officiates has not changed. The Bishop and Cabinet have affirmed, as a general direction, an expanded pro-

file for appointments that would serve the needs of traditional churches in our conference who want to remain connection-

al.  District Superintendents have begun to have conversations regarding this additional information as a part of their con-

sultations with churches and clergy. 
 

Q: Will the Western North Carolina Conference elect new delegates for 2024? 

A: Since the 2020 General Conference was postponed, it is our understanding that the delegates elected at the 2019 ses-

sion of Annual Conference will continue to serve in this capacity.  The commission will look to the Judicial Council for clarity 

regarding this and what other processes would need to be enacted should this be seen as a new 2024 GC. 
 

Q: Will we be able to have a Jurisdictional Conference before 2024 to elect new bishops? 

A: There are ongoing discussions about this possibility, but that decision has not yet been made. 
 

Faithful Ways to Respond 

1. Holy Discernment – With plans not working out the way some had hoped, there will be increased confusion, anxiety, 

and pressure to act. However, there is no need to give into this pressure. While it is frustrating, there is nothing that has 

changed in the UM denomination. Our current UM polity in the Book of Discipline agrees with the traditional theology of 

the GMC. There is currently an abeyance on charges related to LGBTQ clergy and same gender weddings, as one ex-

pression of our desire to live with the values of grace and reconciliation. Everything is still on pause, so there is no internal 

change causing churches to exit out of the denomination ahead of the General Conference.   

2. Fair and Balanced Information Sessions – Emails from representatives to GMC encouraging churches host informational 

sessions are being circulated. As you field questions at your churches, No meeting with GMC should happen without 

the pastor’s knowledge. If there is a meeting to learn more about GMC, then there should be a meeting to learn more 

about the Continuing UMC. District Superintendents will offer those informational sessions upon request. On behalf of 

the Bishop and Cabinet, our desire is that there be fair and balanced information sharing as we proceed.   

3. #BeUMC Campaign – For those who would like more information about the continuing UMC, #BEUMC celebrates the 

core values and four foundations themes that connect the people of The United Methodist Church. It is built upon the 

stories of people living their faith around the world. Check out this website for more information.  

https://www.umc.org/en/content/general-conference-further-postponed-to-2024
https://www.ngumc.org/files/websites/ngumc/Paragraph+2553+-+2016+Book+of+Discipline+Errata.pdf
https://www.ngumc.org/files/websites/ngumc/Paragraph+2553+-+2016+Book+of+Discipline+Errata.pdf
https://www.gracethroughseparation.com/
https://www.gracethroughseparation.com/
https://www.wnccumc.org/detail/beumc-celebrating-the-core-values-that-connect-the-people-of-the-united-methodist-church-16384356

