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Notes from Norm 
 

 

 Welcome back!  This year we have the opportunity to celebrate Easter together! 
 
 On March 14, we returned to in-person worship in the sanctuary and we are excited to wel-
come everyone back at 10:35am when you feel ready. 
 
 Here's what we are doing to make worship as safe as possible for everyone involved: 
 
-Cleaning:  Each week Mobile Services cleans our facilities and sanitizes surfaces, doors, and han-
dles.   Our sanctuary is sprayed before services to disinfect.  Carpets have been cleaned and the 
basement has received a deep clean and remodel. 
-Air:  New air units with air purification system are installed in the sanctuary building.  The system 
is designed to ionize and remove 90% of large particles (including coronavirus) from air circulation.   
-Worship:  We continue following an abbreviated service model (30-40min) with reduced singing, 
seating every other pew (sit in pews with a red tag), and mask wearing. 
 
*I’m also pleased to announce that the Church Council has acted to install purification systems in 
the FH and Ed Building.  Each building now has air purification!  It does not guarantee no one will 
get sick.  But, it goes a long way in helping us all breathe easier. 
 
Beginning April 18, Sunday School classes will again be offered at 9:30am.  All classes will observe 
mask-wearing. 
 
 We're excited to welcome you back Sundays at 10:35am for worship, but we ask your help 
too. If you are sick or aren't' feeling well, please hold off on returning until you are on the mend.  
Services will continue to be posted on our website by Sunday afternoon. 
 
 Welcome back this month, and when you are ready, we can't wait to see you! 
        Until the day, 
        Pastor Norm 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW  SUMC  T-shirts (Witness wear) 
 

We’re proud to be the church of “Love in  
Action.”  These will be great to wear when 

serving others or for any occasion.   
 

Contact the church office to get yours today!   
Available in size S-XXL at a cost of  $9   

(as pictured. Shirt color: Kiwi/Lime) 

Worship / Programs Update:  (3/26/21) 
 We look forward to welcoming you back to SUMC!  For the safety of all persons, we are pursuing a return to 
indoor programs with care and caution.  
 

 ***Beginning April 18 we will again offer Sunday School at 9:30am.  Each class will observe 
mask-wearing in the building.  Additionally, all buildings are now equipped with a purification system to help elimi-
nate airborne particles!  You may wish to check with your facilitator or class leader if you have other questions.  If 
you don’t already participate in SS but would like to find a class for you, contact Pastor Norm.       
  
We continue to do our best to make you safe and welcome.  The service will be recorded and posted on our website 
by Sunday afternoon for folks to access.   

 

 Worship Guidelines (begins Mar 14)  10:35am (80 person maximum): 
-If you feel sick OR experience any symptoms related to C-19, do not attend!!!   
 -Masks must be worn inside (especially while singing) and are available if needed.   
 -Bulletins and hand sanitizer will be available if needed near the entrance 
 -Every other pew is open for use.  (Labeled with red cards and books of the Bible)     
 -Consider stepping outside for extended conversations or greeting. 
 -You may place your offering at the altar during the anthem or before/after service 
 
Other procedures: 
-New air units and purification system has been installed in sanctuary building. 
-Our building is cleaned weekly by Mobile Services 
-We will spray to disinfect before and after the service. 
-Nursery is open for family use, but not staffed.  
- Assume everyone wants to maintain 6ft distance unless they give permission otherwise. 
 

Thank you for your help and patience as we navigate new territory together! 

      Air & Facility Needs 

Thank you for answering the call and making our sanctuary air up-
grade a success.   

As of March 21, we have now moved to install air purification systems 

in both the FH and Ed Building at an additional cost of $3,800.  Your 
leadership team felt it was important to proceed with this to help 

ensure SUMC is a safe space for folks to return.  It’s our hope that 
you might consider giving to the Building Fund to retro-actively help 

cover the cost of these upgrades.   
 

Additionally the importance of outdoor facilities has also been evident 

during the pandemic.  Replacing and restoring our playground area 

has been identified as an important need for our kids and community 

going forward.  The estimated cost for a reasonable commercial play-

ground with high-quality PVC coating is $8,650.     

          For those 

blessed with extra 

stimulus funds, these 

are great opportuni-

ties to help improve 

our facilities for all 

ages.  Thank you for 

your consideration 

and continued gener-

osity.   



Change the World - Devo #2 
by Mike Slaughter   

 

 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay 
down one’s life for one’s friend.” (John 15:12-13 NRSV)  

 

 As a follower of Jesus, you simply cannot live out this mandate and stay in comfortable places. Loving 
others as Jesus loved requires sacrifice.   
 

 Every day, followers of Jesus Christ venture out into uncomfortable places to act in love for people 
they’ve never before met. The tremendous work of rehabilitation in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina is just one 
of many examples. Ginghamsburg Church has sent well over fifty work teams in the last five years since the 
devastating catastrophe hit New Orleans and the Gulf area. Some of our people have given up their vacation 
weeks to return as many as four or five times. People spend their Thanksgiving and Christmas breaks lifting the 
hopes and restoring the residences of those who have been ripped off by insurance companies and contractors. 
They do it because they are compelled by the love of Jesus.  
 

 Can you imagine how the world would be different if Christians everywhere—A.K.A. the church—stopped 
doing what Jesus commanded us to do? Think of all the economies and social services 
that would be affected due to the loss of unpaid servant labor and financial resources: 
schools, clinics, daycares, counseling centers, intervention and faith– based programs, 
homeless shelters, food pantries, GED programs, senior programs . . . Need I go on?  The 
church is the largest nongovernment/nonprofit social agency in the United States. 
  

 How would your community be different if your church closed its doors tomorrow?  
What difference would it make if you and the other Christians you know stopped loving 
others after the example of Jesus?  
 

 Jesus calls us to make sacrifices—of our time, our money, our comfort—to serve 
others. “whoever wants to save his live will lose it, but whoever losses his life for me and 
for the gospel will save it,” Jesus says.  Jesus never said it would be easy, but Jesus lost 
his own life for our sake to show us that self-sacrificial love really can change the world.   
 

 What hard thing is God calling you to do? What will you have to sacrifice in order to follow that calling?  

 To continue taking “church out to the com-
munity,” during April we are assisting Meeting 
Place Mission in Morganton.  Their mission is to 
“end homelessness with hope and opportunity by 
meeting the immediate needs of those 
who are homeless.”  MPM has three dif-
ferent programs to support their mission. 
The “Men’s Transitional Program,” The 
“Family Transitional Program,” and the 
“Suzy Fitzgerald Shelter” which provides 
emergency shelter for women and chil-
dren. The programs help participants by 
providing counseling, case management, food, shel-
ter, laundry, education, money management, and 
employment. 
 
For April, we will assist the Suzy Fitzgerald Shelter 
for Women and Children by collecting Five Dollar 
($5) bills.  Why $5?   
A Five dollar bill will provide a clean pair of pa-
jamas, new underwear, a pillow, a blanket, dish 
soap for 3 weeks, pens/pencils and paper for kids, 
lunch, toothbrush/paste, deodorant, and many other 
items that assist the women and children transition 

from homelessness or abusive relationships to inde-
pendent living. 
 
Beginning April 4, there will be a bulletin board 

with pushpins in the Sanctuary. To assist 
with this outreach, simply tack your $5 bill 
on the bulletin board and we will watch the 
bills grow from week to week.  After the last 
Sunday in April, we will bless the gift and 
deliver the bulletin board with the attached 
$5 bills to the Shelter!  
 

 If you have any questions contact Kevin 
Reinke (kevinspage@aol.com) or visit the Meeting 
Place Mission website 

meetingplacemission.org. 

$5 Sundays -  April Outreach 

mailto:Kevinspage@aol.com
mailto:info@meetingplacemission.org


CHURCH STAFF 
 

Norm Jones, Jr.—Pastor  (rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu) 
Virginia Robinson, Dir. of Music  (robinsonva62@gmail.com) 
Sue Bunch, Pianist  (s_bunch@att.net) 
Zachary Cagle, Office Admin.  (salemumchurch@ymail.com) 

Weekly/Monthly  Happenings at Salem 
(Some activities are returning.  See schedule below for dates) 

Our  Financial  Stewardship: 
 

Thru March 23, 2021 
 

Weekly budget need: $3,875.19 
Yearly Budget needed:  $201,510.00 
Budgeted need to date:  $46,502.27 
Total Received for Budget:    $40,431.87 
Ministry Expenses to Date:   $43,523.88 
 
We are $3,092.01 behind on expenses for the year.       
 

Other Ministry Gifts Received to Date for 2021: 
Backpack Ministry:  $240.00 
Building Fund:    $2,225.00 
Youth:   $900.00 

     This year we are serving 9 fami-
lies, 25 children, through our Back-
pack Ministry.  
We currently need breakfast items 
(single serve packages of oatmeal, 
grits, breakfast bars, cereal, and pop 
tarts), and desserts (snack cakes, 

granola bars, pudding cups, fruit cups, and jello cups). 
We cannot send home glass jars during the school year. 
 Thank you for all your support.   

Upper Room Devotionals (March/April):  
Are available for pick-up in the church office.  If 
you would like one mailed to you, please call 
the church office.  
Adult Sunday School Books are available also.  

2 Mary Carswell 
4 Millie Avery, Kay Pollard, Mark McGhinnis, 
 Dakota Campbell 
6 Morgan Garrison 
8 Andrew Snyder 
9 Joan Borden, Josh Autrey 
10 Jerry McCall 
14 Margaret Carswell 
21 Muriel McNeilly 
23 Paul Dale 
26 Maverick Huffman, 
28 Jon Duckworth 
30 Brenna Call, Cameron Whitener 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
9 Bob & Barbara Harbour 

Dear Lord, hear our prayers…. 
Requests: Keith Ollis, Mary Carswell, Terry Campbell, JoAnn 

Patton,  Ann Paschal, Sue Bunch, Gerald & Mozelle Duckworth, 

Shirley Kahill, Tom Jarrell, Rebecca Shuping, Tony Buchannon 

Home Bound:  Millie Avery, Leota Garrison, James Carswell,       

                               Fred Duckworth, 

Nursing Home Residents:                                                                       

 - Hope Ridge Family Care – Doris Garrison                                                                                                               

Gifts given in Memory  or  in Honor (February) 

 
Jean Jarrell            by Nelda King  
      by  Mary Young 
            by Alan & Joann Byrd  
     by  Troy & Joann Patton      

April  Calendar Dates: 
Weekly:   
         Sun - 10:35 worship, 9:30am SS (begins Apr 18) 
 Mon - 10am Prayer Shawl Min. (Ed Bldg) 
  6pm Girl Scouts (FH) 
 Wed - 7pm  Music/Choir (Sanct) 
 

Apr 1 - Holy Thursday Service 7pm, (FH) 
Apr 4 - EASTER  SUNDAY  
 7am - Sunrise (Cem) 
 10am - Lite Breakfast (FH)  
 10:35am - Worship (Sanct) 
Apr 11 - Church Council  4pm, (FH) 



Church Council Meeting Summary (Online and FH) 
03-14-2021 

 

Charles Autrey opened with the mission and vision of the Church.  Bruce Pollard offered prayer and Pastor Norm led a 
Change the World devotion.   
 

Valentine visits to homebound and elderly well received and enjoyable. 
 

Finance – Bruce noted we continue to stay afloat despite the pandemic.  Almost received the full cost of sanctuary air.   
 

Trustees – Bob Harbour noted the sanctuary installation was completed Friday and he will follow-up on any concerns.  
Sanctuary building has been thoroughly cleaned.  The cost would be $3800 for air purification system in FH building and 
education building.  Motion made and passed to put air purification in both buildings.  Still waiting on other side of sign to 
be finished.   
 

SPRC and UMW had no report. 
 

Outreach – Kevin shared ideas – Women’s shelter needs items ($5 items) – for the month of April, encourage folks to 
bring $5 each Sunday and then take to shelter.  Create goodie bags to give to street folk – use reusable bags with stuff in 
Ziploc bag – blessing on card and prayer from church in bag – Pastor Norm will see if Girl Scouts want to help with bags 
 

What has had a positive/powerful impact in the pandemic?: 
-Food Pantry box is working well.  Provides opportunity for community to serve and receive.  Is there a way to expand or 
offer another opportunity (books, toiletries, families switching off) 
-Drive thru communion and outdoor worship brought new faces.  May be beneficial to continue in some form? 
-Feeding kids and backpack families.  Still need to continue backpack ministry 
-Thinking outward, Foothills prison cards made a big impact and that’s in our neighborhood. 
-Thoughtful and cautious ways we have approached C-19 for one another. 
 

What opportunities or challenges have you recognized? 
-Enabling folks to feel comfortable returning 
-Our focus needs to be bigger than ourselves.  Make a global mission connection, not just local.  Consider at least tithing 
our PPP money for global mission.  Once we determine the focus, invite others to contribute as well.   
-Need to put some effort back into our youth/children ministry for the church and community.  How?  Can we partner or 
learn from another church.   
-Playground needs to be redone. 
-Need to reimagine and revamp our music program after C-19.  Is it time to start search again for director so Virginia can 
retire as she requested? 
 
What is our Next step and the one after that?  
– We need to spend some time getting to know each other again after this hiatus.  Community meal?  
-Meeting after worship next Sunday to dialogue about when and how to return to Sunday School. 
-Will look into playground expense.  Get info and materials for April outreach.  Set Holy Week plans. 
-Norm will dialogue about music program with Virginia 
 

Charles closed with prayer.   

(We will gather this year using C-19 guidelines. We hope you will experience Holy 
Week with us, but please don’t attend if you don’t feel well)  
 
March 30 -  Music/Choir Practice, 7pm (Sanct) 
 
April 1-  Holy Thursday Service, 7pm (FH) 
 Gather around tables in the Sanctuary to share Communion and 
experience a meaningful Holy Week with 3 rituals of anointing.  
 
April 4 - EASTER  SUNDAY 
 7am  Sunrise service (Cemetery) 
 10am  Lite Breakfast  (FH) 
 10:35am - Easter worship 



 Opportunities to Change the World 
 

“No one in our world is rubbish.” 
 

We are grateful to Pastor Davi Trotti for sharing March 7 her witness of serving 3 years with 
Mercy Ships.   

In 2021, Mercy Ships will launch the Global Mercy, to join their current ship, the Africa Mercy, in 
life-changing mission. This will double their ability to provide free surgeries and increase capaci-
ty to train local doctors in the communities served.  If you would like to join in this ministry learn 
more at www.mercyships.org  

 

“Provide intermediate homes and purposeful opportunities for Burke families to gain stability, 
and flourish” 

 

St. Matthews UMC has helped to birth a new initiative to help with the housing crisis in Burke 
County and we have a remarkable opportunity to partner with them.  To learn more and get in-
volved locally visit.  www.openheartsplace.org 

 

We are grateful to Madelyn & Tom Russ sharing the witness of OHP with us on March 21.  Their 
greatest need at present is land donations or sale for new home locations, someone to balance 

and keep the books for the nonprofit, and prayer. 

 

We are grateful to Suzanne Gnaegy (friend of Bill & Connie Voigt) for a midweek presentation about her medical mission.   
Suzanne is embarking on a 5 year mission in Egypt: 

 Teaching and mentoring national Christian Family Medicine residents  

 Providing community medicine to an impoverished and disenfranchised minority people group  

 Discipling unreached women and new believers  
 

To Contact Suzanne or become a Ministry Partner:  email: suzannecgnaegy@gmail.com  
 Or visit: www.wgm.org/sg    Any donations, sponsors, or prayer partners are immensely appreciated. 

The Case for Hope   (excerpt from Kate Bowler podcast) 
 A few years ago, I was researching megachurches and celebrity pastors when I visited the largest church in America 
during the season of Lent, Lent is that wonderful, terrible time of the Christian calendar. When we take 40 days to walk up to 
Easter, when Jesus rises from the dead and death is conquered.  But first, we take a long time to think about everything that 
happens before that. Fear, death, broken justice, friends abandoning you, walking the lonely road of suffering and pain while 
everyone wonders why you can’t be better.  Honestly, it’s the perfect time of the year to say, God, this is how it is, isn’t it?  
 Anyway, so it was lent the saddest time of the Christian calendar on the actual saddest day of the year, Good Friday, 
Jesus is dead. So, you know, it’s not like a great time.  And I walked into what was once a basketball arena in Texas, now 
Lakewood Church, run by a very nice man named Joel Olsteen, who just happens to believe that God truly, truly wants you to 
be happy and that suffering is optional.  And a very nice greeter says “Happy Good Friday” with a big smile on her face.  And 
then I went up to the escalator and another greeter, chirped, “Happy Good Friday.”  And by the time I sat down, seven people 
had wished me the hap happiest of days when Jesus died.  
 Very nice people, very nice church.  But it reminds me of the wonderful quote from Martin Luther, who I paraphrase 
here, said that the world wants to dress the cross in roses.  We want the cruelty and terror and fear that we know is true to be 
dressed up, cleaned up, prettied up.  Don’t we just want the positive side of any equation? Spiritual or otherwise.  New car, 
blessed. Matching family Christmas card, blessed.  Pay raise, blessed.  Well, what about exhaustion, long hours, caregiving, 
miscarriages, being left, being lonely, regret, shame?  There is so much we learn about the world and ourselves when we are on 
the downslope of life, when we are not pretending that we are not mired in brokenness...  
  There are two halves to the story of our world, in my humble opinion.  I love Lent because it allows me to understand 
one half: our brokenness. The reason why someone would have to bury teenagers as part of their job, the pain and suffering of 
the world.  The realities frontline workers see every day.   
 But then there’s the other half. The beauty, the hope, the embodiment, the feeling people get when they start pulling 
for each other.  The stretching of our horizons, the weird more than enoughness that love makes. Great pain, great hope. Two 
powerful realities that are ever before us that we must keep in the front of our eyes, or else we fall into despair.  So let’s take a 
minute to see our reality clearly in the everydayness of our joys and sorrows. The people we miss, the loves we have, the de-
pendance we resent, the joy of service, the funerals, the weddings.  We live in the terrible, beautiful mystery of a world not yet 
redeemed and a today that stretches in front of us with an invitation to see and to love still, to hurt and to try again, to stumble 
in the dusk and to begin again in a new dawn.   

http://www.mercyships.org
http://www.openheartsplace.org

