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Salem Scoop
NOTES FROM NORM
You might notice there is no calendar of events in this newsletter. That’s because all April programs are cancelled because of C-19. Last week, our congregation did not hold a public worship gathering for the first time since the
Coronavirus crisis began and much of the world is on edge, in lockdown, or upended. It is a strange and new place to
be. Maybe much like the Judean wilderness? Almost immediately, the first thing that came to my mind during our present crisis were these words: “I shall not fear. For thou art with me. Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.” Psalm
23. It is perhaps the most beloved of all the Psalms and has been a comfort and hope to millions upon millions throughout the ages. And today, I hope it might once again serve to offer that comfort and shepherd us to a place of hope and
wholeness.
I haven’t been practicing my Hebrew a lot lately. But here is an interesting fact. According to scholar James
Limburg, if you read Psalm 23 in the original Hebrew, you’ll find exactly 26 Hebrew words before and after the phrase
“thou art with me.” There are 26 Hebrew words before it and 26 after. So, “you are with me” is the very center of
Psalm 23. And perhaps that is exactly what the poet intended: to declare boldly that God with us is at the very center of
our lives. I don’t know about you, but as we prepare to stay at home and socially isolate or even to return to work serving others on the frontlines, that’s exactly what I need to hear. That God with us is the center of our lives. God is with
us. We are not alone down here. The whole Gospel is that God is with us. Jesus was called "Emmanuel," which means
"God with us." John Wesley's dying words were, "The best of all is, God is with us." James Howell notes that God
doesn't shelter us from trouble. God doesn't magically manipulate everything to suit us. But that God is with us is indeed the only fact that matters. And if we genuinely and in the marrow of our being believe that God is with us, then the
only logical consequence would be, "I shall not want." That is, there is nothing that I lack. God is good enough. God
exceeds whatever we think we may desire. Even if the shelves are empty and the toilet paper low, God is good enough.
There is no thing I lack. God is with us.
We need not fear any longer, our Shepherd is with us and He is bigger than any virus or pandemic. Yea though
I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear nothing, for thou art with me. Here at the epicenter of our
crisis, the greatest of all truths, God is with us!

————————————————————————————————————————————

HOPE & PRAY - 21 Day Initiative

As cases of C-19 continue to spread closer to our area and we see the devastating effects of this crisis globally, you have
probably wondered: what could I possibly do?
I am inviting each of you, your families, and even your neighbors into 21 Days of Hope and Prayer for our world and
community.
1) For the next 21 days you will receive an email daily with a prayer focus/prompt for the day related to our C-19 pandemic. Please use that prayer focus and incorporate it into your prayers and mediation for that day. For at least 2
minutes each day, let us commit to uniting our hearts in prayer, and waiting for God to move and work through this
"wilderness" season.
2) John 1 says "the light shines in the darkness and the darkness did not overcome it." Jesus also later reminds his followers "you are the light of the world."
Each night after dark, Beginning March 23, Place a single lighted candle in a visible window of your home. This candle of Hope is a reminder, a prayer, and a protest to the darkness that seems to surround us. No matter the crisis, Christ's light will see us through!
We may not be able to physically gather these next few weeks for our regular programs or
events, but we can gather our hearts and minds in one accord to pray and stand for hope
and healing in the name of Christ our Savior.
Let's join our spirits in hope and healing for 21 days beginning March 23!
1206 Salem Road / Morganton, NC 28655 / www.sumcm.org / 828-433-6600

Weekly/Monthly Happenings at Salem
(ALL regular monthly programs CANCELLED due to C-19 )
Our weekly Salem Elementary Backpack ministry continues and is in need of breakfast
items (oatmeal and grits packets, pop tarts) ramen noodles ,
canned vegetables, Jell-O cups,
pudding cups, individual cereal
packages, canned pasta (spaghetti-o’s), and hamburger
chicken or tuna helper.
We have been so blessed by everyone’s donations of
food and money. Thank you!

UMW News:
No April meeting due to C-19
The UMW still have Pecans for sale.
See any UMW member to purchase.

Our Financial Stewardship:
The Board of Directors, Firefighters and Auxiliary of Salem Fire & Rescue Department wish to show our gratitude for
the recent donation made to our organization. It is much appreciated! Thank you so much for the meal & your support! God
Bless you all!
Salem VFD
Thanks and praise to all who helped collect 16 pints of blood
for our drive with the American Red Cross!

Servant Leaders for April

All worship has been moved online for April. But it is
always worth saying THANK YOU to all our wonderful servants who assist on Sundays!
Jack Bridges, Charles Autrey, Hamilton & Jodi Brown,
Bruce & Kay Pollard, Gordon Ronk, Tim & Brady Keller,
Kevin & Stephen Reinke, Joyce Gibson , Rebecca & Ellie
Shuping, Kathryn & Isabel Jones, Angie Dotson, Carrie
Williams, Joann Byrd, Liz & Ronin Smith, Faith Pons,
Gavyn Smith, Edith Dale, Muriel McNeilly, Bob Harbour

Thru March 28, 2020
Weekly budget need: $4,025.25
Yearly Budget needed: $209,300.00
Budgeted need to date:
$48,303.00
Total Received for Budget:
$44,393.86
Ministry Expenses to Date:
$46,965.07
We are now over $2,500 behind for the year. Your
gifts to help make up the difference in this difficult
season are greatly appreciated!
Other Ministry Gifts Received to Date for 2020:
Backpack Ministry: $215.00
Building Fund:
$920.00
Cemetery:
$250.00

Dear Lord, hear our prayers….
Requests: Gary Whitener, Keith Ollis, Ruthie Riddick, Baby
Tony Dean, Sandra Durain, Shirley Nogales, Joan Borden,
Mary Carswell, Terry Campbell, Kim Clardy, JoAnn Patton
Home Bound: Millie Avery, Mildred Mull, Mary Wilson, Leota
Garrison, James Carswell, Fred Duckworth,
Nursing Home Residents:
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Mary Carswell
Millie Avery, Kay Pollard, Dakota Campbell
Andrew Snyder
Joan Borden, Josh Autrey
Jerry McCall
Margaret Carswell
Garrett Hart
Muriel McNeilly
Paul Dale
Jon Duckworth
Brenna Call, Cameron Whitener

ANNIVERSARIES
9
Bob & Barbara Harbour

- College Pines – Avis Williams,
- The Brian Center, Spruce Pine – Helen McGee
- Hope Ridge Family Care – Doris Garrison
- The Berkeley – Jean Jarrell

CHURCH STAFF
Norm Jones, Jr.—Pastor (rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu)
Virginia Robinson, Dir. of Music (robinsonva62@gmail.com)
Sue Bunch, Pianist (s_bunch@att.net)
Zachary Cagle, Office Admin. (salemumchurch@ymail.com)

Salem UMC & C-19

Just because public events and programs have been suspended for SUMC in April, there are still a number of ways we can
continue to be God's Church. Please save this info and take the time read ALL the ways we can continue to be connected and
engaged in discipleship and worship.
1) At present, our church office remains open on Tu & Fri from 11am-6pm to serve and resource you. Zachary will still be
responding to your emails and calls or if you need to pick something up or drop something off. (However, please be mindful
if you are sick and don't stop by).
2) You should already have received the invitation to participate in our 21 Day Hope & Pray Initiative. Each day you will
receive a new prayer focus by email. Please consider investing a few minutes each day to join our hearts together and to pray
for our world in the midst of this crisis. If you wish to be added to our email list email us at: salemumchurch@ymail.com
3) Devotions and Prayer. Our website already has some great resources for you! sumcm.org Under the "news/resources"
tab at the top of the page, you will find the "Daily Devo" link. This page includes a link to a terrific daily devotional as well
as a link to ancient morning and evening prayer practices with a modern twist.
Daily Devotional: This experience includes music, scripture, prayer, short devotional, and benediction. Once you are
on the d365 page, click the music notes at the bottom of the page to activate the reflective music for your devotional journey
(click it again if you wish to turn sound off). Then, simply click the large "begin" button on the page and allow it to walk you
through a complete devotional experience each day with the format of: pause, listen, think, pray, go.
Morning/Evening Prayer: For anyone interested in a more detailed ancient practice of observing morning and evening prayer, try this modern twist. Clicking the link leads you to MissionStClare where you click the picture/icon to go directly
to the morning or evening prayer liturgy for the day. (If it is AM it will take you to morning prayer, if it is PM it will take you
to evening prayer). It will guide you through the full liturgy of a morning or evening prayer service.
While many of us are spending more time at home, this has been such a rich blessing to open and practice each day.
4) Illustrated Ministry has gr aciously offered to pr ovide their r esour ces to congregations and families fr ee each week
during the pandemic. A link will be sent each week with our worship info. Or, you may wish to sign up and have it emailed
to you directly from them. Their weekly worship packet is wonderful and for ALL AGES. There are usually at least 4 pages
for kids with activities related to the weekly scripture readings. 2 pages with a "Story for All Ages" type of reflection. And a
lectio devina meditation page for adults to focus on scripture study. https://www.illustratedministry.com/flattenthecurve
5) Thoughtful Christian has offered 3 free Discipleship Study resources for your use. www.thethoughtfulchristian.com
-The intergenerational curriculum is based on Lessons from Mr. Rogers Neighborhood.
-Adult curriculum "Jesus Sees Women" examines how Jesus' radical interactions with women shaped his ministry.
-Youth curriculum "Sabbath Keeping for Teens" focuses on how sabbath helps face issues of stress, anxiety, and depression.
6) Tithes and Offerings. You are now able to donate online at sumcm.org by clicking the "Donate" button and following a
few simple steps. You may also give by text too! Just text the word “give” to 828-330-8897 and then follow the simple steps
to add an account. In about 2 minutes you’ll be able to donate by text anywhere and anytime.
While public gatherings have been postponed, your church is still at work and we will continue to have monthly operating expenses and bills. Your support is crucial at a time when collection plates are not passed. A special thanks to those
who have already begun mailing, donating online, or dropping your offering off by the church office. THANK YOU!
7) Caring Congregation. You may have received or be receiving a call. That's because we care. After worship March 15
and 22, several persons offered to make calls each week to our members and connect with them to see how they are doing or if
they need anything. It is easy to feel alone and scared. God reminds us we are never alone. You too can extend this ministry
by simply calling or checking on a neighbor on your street. Keep loving God and loving neighbor.
8) Sunday Worship - We will still offer an online worship opportunity during the C-19 crisis. We are working to formulate
what exactly that will include and hope to have something up and ready for you on March 29. Check our facebook page for
updates or the resources tab on our website (sumcm.org) under the link “sermons.”
9) Visitation - Please note hospitals and care facilities have requested clergy NOT visit any patients unless it is an end of
life situation. But, if you know of someone hospitalized, do keep the office updated and we can call them or try to reach their
family.
This is a new "wilderness" for us all. We hope this info and these
resources will be fruitful over the next few weeks. You may also
reach me by email @ rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu or 828-980-4139.
Be safe, stay calm, wash hands, love God and one another!

Important Giving & Offering News
Returning to God a portion of what God has gifted us has always been a spiritual discipline
and form of worship from the earliest of times. From grain offerings to offering plates, we
give in response to what God has done for us by His grace.
In December, SUMC began taking steps to offer additional opportunities for you to conveniently give from wherever you may be through online and text giving. In today's world, most
of us write far fewer checks and carry far less cash. Our desire was simply to provide options
for you to give in ways that are consistent with how you operate other areas of your finances.
However, with unpredictable impact of Covid-19, the ability to give online or by text has
become even more important due to regulations preventing the assembly of public gatherings for worship. As you might
imagine, without a weekly offering collected, our church suddenly faces a tremendous financial burden because our ministry operating expenses continue. For example, despite five Sundays this month, we are currently over $2,500 behind on
our monthly budget.

We recognize many in our community will be seeing a financial impact from the virus crisis. I am incredibly grateful to
see God's faithful presence with us at work during this crisis and to see the ways our folks are caring for one another.
Please also know that your faithful offerings and gifts are greatly appreciated and will be crucial to sustaining mission and
ministry at SUMC.
Below you will find ways in which you can continue to offer your gifts to support your church and detailed information
about how to use online or text giving. Whether you give by mail, online, or text, THANK YOU so very much for the
way you support God's work through your church!
How can I give and support my church financially at this time?
1- The church office currently remains open Tue and Fri 11am-6pm and you could call or drop off your gift during the
week. 828-433-6600.
2- Checks can be mailed directly to the church address (1206 Salem Rd / Morganton 28655)
*3- Online giving can be accessed on our website at www.sumcm.org
Click the Donate tab in the top right header and it will take you directly to our donation page. When you click “make a
donation,” you are taken to a page where you can enter your info and make a one time donation OR you may choose the
sign-in option and register for a giving account. When you register, your info is safely secure and saved to save you time
typing for future donations. If you register for an account, you will also be able to see and monitor all your donations.
(In order to give online or by text there is a 1% fee charged for each gift).

*4- Text giving can be achieved simply by texting the word "give" to 828-330-8897. If this is your first time, you will
receive a link which will take you to our giving portal where you will fill out your giving info and create an account. This
takes less than two minutes. After you have created an account, for future gifts you may simply text an amount to 828330-8897 and it will automatically be transferred from your account. If you make a mistake or error, you can also cancel
your gift/text within 15 minutes. (In order to give by text there is a 1% fee charged for each gift) . Example: $100 = $1 fee

If you have additional questions regarding online or text giving, please feel free to call or email Zachary in the church office and he will be glad to assist you. We recognize this is a new opportunity and process for us all so we are also including a few frequently asked questions on our website.
*Please note that we only accept online or text giving from checking or savings accounts.
We are not enabled to receive gifts by debit or credit card. We chose this limitation because of the increased fee associated for you to
give by card (3%) and because we know the dangers of credit card debt to your health and well-being.

Lessons from the Wilderness Series
Ever felt like you were in a wilderness? Wilderness is not always a bad thing. In fact, Jesus himself
has a famous wilderness experience of his own just before he begins his ministry in Galilee. In wilderness we
are stretched, challenged, tested. It’s in the wilderness
where we grow and often discover who we are. The
season of Lent in the Church is often thought of as a
barren time, when everything is stripped away and we
are left with the bare essentials to work out our faith
and navigate our relationship with Jesus.
In a wilderness of our own now, we will finish
our series Lessons from the Wilderness by online worship posts. As we take a closer look at the wilderness
stories from the Exodus, may you discover principles
for your own life that will deepen your walk with God
and sustain
you as you
journey
through dry
and desert
times.

Day 10 (Apr 1). For international travelers stuck in foreign countries:
God, help them return home safely and quickly.
Day 11- For Christian missionaries throughout the world, especially in
areas with high rates of infection: God, provide them with words of
hope, and equip them to love and serve those around them.
Day 12 For workers in a variety of industries facing layoffs and financial hardship: God, keep them from panic, and inspire your church
to generously support them.
Day 13. For families with young children at home for the foreseeable
future: God, help mothers and fathers to partner together creatively for
the care and flourishing of their children. For single mothers and fathers, grow their networks of support.
Day 14. For those who live alone. God, give them community and
support and remind them they are loved by many.
Day 15 (Apr 6) For parents who cannot stay home from work but
must find childcare: God, present them with creative solutions.
Day 16. For those in need of regular therapies and treatments that
must now be postponed: God, help them to stay patient and positive.
Day 17. For business leaders making difficult decisions that affect the
lives of their employees: God, give these women and men wisdom,
and help them to lead self-sacrificially.
Day 18. For pastors and church leaders faced with the challenges of
social distancing: God, help them to creatively imagine how to pastor
their congregants and love their cities well.
Day 19. For kids and college students, whose courses of study are
changing, placements are cancelled, whose graduation is uncertain:
God, show them that while life is uncertain, their trust is in you.
Day 20 (Apr 11). For Christians in every neighborhood, community,
and city: May your Holy Spirit inspire us to pray, give, love, serve,
and proclaim the gospel, that the name of Jesus Christ might be glorified around the world.
Day 21. For frontline health care workers who serve selflessly:
God, keep them safe and healthy. Keep their families safe and healthy.
Help them to be knowledgeable about the diagnosis and treatment of
this disease, as well as the changing protocols. God, give them compassion for every patient in their care.

As believers with a desire to serve others, we
are currently expanding our outreach to include
multiple areas of team visitations and ministry
to our church family, our neighbors and the
community.

Congregational Care
Workshop
Friday, July 24 8:30am-5pm

Our Community Care team would like to invite
you to prayerfully consider becoming a part of
our Community Care program!
NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY! A simple desire to
“share you care” is all you need!

Nationally renowned expert,
Rev. Karen Lampe, will lead a
2-day Congregational Care Ministry Workshop at St. Luke’s
UMC, Hickory that will teach churches how to organize their care
ministries and train participants to provide compassionate care for
people experiencing a variety of life crises.
Karen created a model of care that empowered lay people
to become Congregational Care Ministers. She believes that no
matter what size the church, "care" is the heart of the church and
when you can do this part of church well it draws people to your
faith community.
If you would like to serve or attend please contact our church office by June 1 (828)-433-6600

If you would like to be a part of this Salem outreach, please contact the church office by
phone/email or see Tori Cole, Kay Pollard or
Kevin Reinke.

Sat, July 25 8:30am -4pm
St. Luke’s UMC, Hickory

Church Council Meeting Summary
03-08-20
Charles Autrey opened with prayer. Video devotion with Karen McKinney – discipleship is beyond belief but action – “love in
action.” Minutes accepted from February.
Finance – Bruce Pollard
Presented February budget and expenses – offering slightly ahead of expenses
Trustees – Bob Harbour
No new info to report – shed roof is done and looks great.
Need lock for playground – Charles will pick up. Haul off debris to landfill – Johnnie will bring dump truck over to fill.
Parsonage – Johnnie McLaughlin
Small repairs needed: fan in bathroom, laundry door repair, vinyl on soffit
UMW – Lara Autrey
Had their monthly meeting and prepped for yard sale. March collection of socks and underwear for adults and children for BUCM.
Will collect other items thru July for different ministries.
UMM – Cary
Men have not meet
Nurture Outreach and Mission – Kevin Reinke
Chairs met March 3. Reviewed leadership team building meeting. 2020 looks different than 2018.
How to go forward, What is the support (volunteers and monetary), Discuss fewer programs with more support, Taking all programs and see where they are today and apply evaluative principles to each. Next meeting March 26, 5:30pm
SPRC – Norm
Still seeking someone for music director. Interest has been very limited. Need to meet again to plan for Virginia’s retirement.
Other Discussion
-Engaging people in service - any ideas?
St Matthews delivering lunch meals and looking for help for once a week
-Visitation program. Tori was going to make an email contact. 2nd meeting for volunteers held. Scope includes shut-ins, new
members, visitors and community. Looking for servant interest and blurb was put in newsletter. We’ll see how many respond to
volunteer. Need to meet and answer questions to narrow focus. Training Event in April (Congregational Care Ministry, Hickory)
-Frozen chicken. Talked with Nina and Margaret about meal for backpack families and guidance counselor says confidentiality is
an issue. We could make pies to sell and take some pies to school for backpack families. Possibly connect Last Sunday lunch as a
chicken pie supper. Deliver to fire dept.
-Youth. Emailed parents to setup planning meeting for direction and input for youth programs
-Pastor Norm and Kevin went to training for Messy Church March 7th
Interactive intergenerational worship experiences and then have dinner. It’s a new worship service once or twice a month.
-Homecoming speaker needed. Usually 4th Sunday of May but Council granted flexibility on date for securing music and speaker
All ministry teams need to meet before April meeting
Upcoming Dates
Apr 4 – UMW Yard Sale
Apr 12 – EASTER 7:30am Sunrise service at St Matthews, 10:30am @ Salem
April 19th – Council meeting, 4pm
Closing prayer by Bruce Pollard. Meeting adjourned.

