
 

Kid’s Resource 
Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector 

Luke 18:9-14 
English Standard Version (ESV) 

9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and 

treated others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee 

and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed[a] thus: ‘God, I 

thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax 

collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 13 But the tax collector, 

standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather 

than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles 

himself will be exalted.” 

 

 

 

Song: Everybody Needs You 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+18%3A9-14&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25690a
https://youtu.be/KdO-2aPyy7o


 

Kid’s Discussion Resource 
The Pharisee and the Tax Collector 

Luke 18:9-14 
 
Big Idea: Jesus taught of our need to be humble. 
 

● Who were the two men who went to the temple to pray? (see v.10) 
● What did the pharisee pray? (see vv.11-12) 
● What did the tax collector pray? (see v.13) 
● Whose prayer was accepted? (the tax collector) 
● As we think about the story, we need to understand that tax collectors 

were understood to be the greatest of sinners and the pharisees to be 
the most righteous. So, before the story we would have thought that 
God accepts the Pharisee’s prayer, but he accepts the tax collector’s. 

● Why was the tax collector’s prayer accepted? (b/c it was from humility) 
● In the gospel because we are sinners God has sent His Son Jesus to die for 

our sin, to rise again so that if we believe in him and repent of our sin we 
will be saved. This should humble us, we cannot save ourselves, but we 
are dependent on God’s grace to save us.  

 
This story teaches us of our need to be humble, how are we to respond?   

1) Believe the Gospel and turn from our sin 
2) Seek to think of others as more significant than ourselves (read Phil. 

2:1-11)  



 

Kid’s Prayer Resource 
 

The Pharisee and Tax Collector 
Luke 18:9-14 

 

Ways to Pray: 
 

● Thank God for his forgiveness 
● Thank God for sending Jesus who humbled himself  
● Pray that God would cause us trust in Him 
● Pray that God would give us humility to see our need for Him 






