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Pastor Larry Writes... 

 The great comeback that we predicted 

and planned for over the summer didn’t 

happen. We thought by now we would be 

back to our pre-pandemic schedule and 

activities. We are heartened that there will 

be a fall festival this year, and that the 

pumpkins are on the ground and ready to be 

sold! But so much is still tenuous. 

 We had hoped people would see the 

wisdom of taking the vaccine to bring the 

infection rates down, and many people have. 

When I was much younger, I remember 

lining up to get the polio vaccine at the high 

school cafeteria. We saw the effects of that 

dread disease in our own family. My cousin 

Bobby had polio as a child, and it took years 

for him to walk and run as he recovered. We 

trusted the scientists, and getting a vaccine 

in a sugar cube was a sweet way to do it! 

 Admittedly, Covid is not polio and there 

are differences. But the vaccine can make it 

possible for us to resume a more normal 

existence. If you are eligible for the covid 

vaccine and still have not gotten it, please 

consider doing so. Nearly 3 billion people 

worldwide have gotten at least one shot, and 

it appears to be very safe. 

 The high rates of infection mean we 

are not where we want to be. Worship 

attendance is a sign of that. It is the case 

that we no longer require registration to 

attend worship. There is no cap on the 

number of people who can attend. And yet, 

people are not coming back. We are not 

alone in seeing this trend. Many churches 

report that folks are signaling that they are 

done with church in general, and won’t be 

coming back, no matter what. 

 There are those who plan on coming 

back, but have different reasons why they 

are not returning to worship right now. One 

person told me that they will not return until 

we drop the masking requirement. Parents 

with children who cannot be vaccinated want 

to limit exposure. Some people are enjoying 

a break and using the time on Sundays for 

various activities. 

 I am also aware that some people at 

Mt. Sylvan desire to have a change in 

pastoral leadership and are making their 

concerns known by withdrawing their 

worship attendance, and, in some cases, 

threatening to leave the church entirely. The 

Staff Parish Relations Committee has heard 

them, and so has the conference leadership. 

 I am convinced that such a stance only 

hurts the church and our witness as 

Christians, and I am pleading with them to 

return to the fellowship of the church and 

work together to make Mt. Sylvan strong and 

vibrant and devoted to the mission that is 

before us. I believe that love makes all 

things possible. Love bears all things and 

believes all things. 

 In order to gain some clarity for 

planning purposes, I will be working with 

church leadership to survey the congregation 

in the coming weeks. We want to determine 

the level of vaccination in our congregation, 

and to see if people would be willing to share 

their perspectives on what it would take to 

return to worship and small groups, to 

meetings and activities. When you see the 

survey, please respond. 

 I am very grateful for your faithfulness, 

patience, and the joy that comes from being 

together as part of the body of Christ. Pray 

for the church, for its leaders, and its 

witness. 

 

Peace, 

 

Pastor Larry 
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SPRC Update 
Please continue to share your concerns with the members of the SPRC. As a reminder, 

the best way to reach us is through the SPRC email at SPRC@mtsylvan.org. We have 

been humbled and concerned as we have received your phone calls, emails, and letters. 

We are taking your concerns very seriously. As a committee, we have spent hours in 

discussion and are committed to continued prayer for the future health and vitality of 

Mt. Sylvan. Like you, the SPRC also values and loves Mt. Sylvan. We are being 

prayerful, thoughtful, and deliberate as we evaluate the paths forward in seeking to 

unite our congregation in the love of God and love for each other. We hope that you will 

join us in prayerfully asking ourselves, how we can make Mt. Sylvan better in the weeks 

and months ahead.  

Prepare Your Utensils!! This Saturday, October 2, 2021 from 8 am—12:30 pm, we will 

be having the United Methodist Women Fall Festival.  Bring the whole family out and 

enjoy all the different activities we have going on. For questions, contact Michele 

Vincent at 919-971-7137. The time is upon us. Thank you in advance for your support. 

Fall Festival This Saturday!! 

mailto:SPRC@mtsylvan.org
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Mt. Sylvan Youth 
 It’s October, which can only mean one thing in the youth program: it’s 

Pumpkin season! 

 Did you know that this year is the 10th anniversary of the Mt. Sylvan 

pumpkin patch? That means that around 25,000 pumpkins have passed through 

our hands on their way to becoming jack o’ lanterns and pie! It also means that 

countless children and youth have been able to go to camp, attend retreats, and 

grow in their faith and community. 

 We invite you to celebrate this anniversary with us! Throughout the month 

of October, we will be hosting special events in the patch—photo ops, a 

Halloween movie night, and games for kid of all ages. We’re also going to be 

selling special edition 10th anniversary T Shirts at the patch, so make sure to 

come by if you’d like to order one! 

 Finally, let me say it again: thank you! While the pumpkin patch is primarily 

a youth project, it can’t happen without the help of the whole church family. If, 

over the past ten years, you’ve helped with the patch—by unloading the truck, 

selling pumpkins, or even just making a purchase—we are so grateful for you! 

 If you’d like to help out this year, there’s still plenty of opportunity! You 

don’t have to be able to lift pumpkins or be tech saavy—we’re happy to pair you 

up with someone who is! If you’d like to be part of this great tradition, let us 

know by signing up at: 

 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4eaca72daafac52-pumpkin1 

 Alternatively, you can email me at libba@mtsylvan.org. 

 

Stewardship 2021 
 This year’s theme for our Stewardship campaign is 

“Joy in Giving.” We hope that this will be a time for you to 

reflect on the joy you experience when you give and the 

joy it gives those on the receiving end. Our campaign will 

begin on October 24t and Commitment Sunday will be on 

November 14. 

 Stewardship is a time to talk about God’s abundant 

blessings and ways we can be good stewards of the gifts 

we have been given. “Christian giving is a responsive act. 

It represents gratitude to God. It is a symbol of self 

giving. Therefore giving is not a once-for-all event but a 

regular part of life. It is a spiritual discipline that reminds 

us who we are and whose we are.”   -Herb Mather 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4eaca72daafac52-pumpkin1
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Finance Update 
 Thanks to your faithful giving to Mt. Sylvan, income for the month of August was 

$50,327.22 or 89% of August’s giving goal of $63,544. For the period January through 

August, we reached 77.5% of our giving goal. Because of your generosity, Mt. Sylvan has 

been able to fund the ongoing work of the church and its many ministries. We are grateful 

and blessed by your continued support.  

 Mt. Sylvan offers a variety of opportunities to give to the work of the church. Your 

offering is gratefully received by placing it in the narthex 

offering plate during Sunday worship, mailing a check to 

Mt. Sylvan, dropping in the lockbox outside the office, or 

on-line through the VANCO website or the new VANCO 

mobile app. Please note that the previous Give+ app will 

end September 30th. If you have any questions about your 

donations, please contact donations@mtsylvan.org. 

 

Mt. Sylvan Finance Committee 

Mt. Sylvan Tree of  Life 

The Tree of Life in the sanctuary is an opportunity for us to permanently 

honor friends and loved ones. Each leaf on the tree will be engraved with 

the name of the person being honored or memorialized. The cost is $100 

per leaf plus engraving fee (avg. $15). Please contact George Tilley or the 

church office if you have any questions. 

 

Here is the link to the form that you would fill out if you’d like to request 

one be made. 

Tree of Life Request Form 

 

 

mailto:donations@mtsylvan.org
mailto:yellit2@frontier.com
mailto:office@mtsylvan.org
file:///C:/Users/MargaretM/Downloads/Tree of Life.docx
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Prayer Concerns 
Reach out to the members of our congregation who are in rehab or assisted living. For 
the list of our homebound members and their addresses, contact Kathie Wilkinson or 
the church office.  

Brian Center 

6000 Fayetteville Rd 

Durham, NC 27713 

Carla Coltrane 

Doris McBroom 

 

Brookdale Durham 

4434 Ben Franklin Blvd. 

Durham, NC 27704 

Colleen Poer—Room 108 

Peggy Cates—Room 213 

 

Calyx Living of Durham 

4214 Guess Rd. 

Durham, NC 27712 

Anna Andrews—Room C4 

Rowena Piper—Room C10 

Don Piper—Room D14 

 

Cambridge Hills 

5560 Durham Rd. 

Roxboro, NC 27574 

Sylvia Venturini—Room 213 

 

Croasdaile Retirement Community 

Assisted Living 

2600 Croasdaile Farms Parkway 

Durham, NC  27705 

Norma Clements—Room S215    

Eno Pointe Assisted Living 

5600 N. Roxboro Rd.  

Durham, NC 27712 

Lou Corr—Room 313 

 

Hillcrest Rehabilitation Center 

1417 W Pettigrew St. 

Durham, NC 27705 

Neda Hendrickson—Room 1533 

 

Treyburn Rehabilitation Center 

2059 Torredge Road 

Durham NC   27712 

Sue Van Rood—Room 212 

Doris McBroom—Room 318A 

 

Rev. Bess Hunnings 

6977 Crestpoint Dr. 

Apollo Beach, FL 33572 

As you read and pray through the complete 

list, please update by text at 919-201-7508 or 

email if you have names to be added.  

 

Lula Allen, John Chappell, Horace Clark,  

Pres & Kitty Creery, Gene Hicks,  

Sheila Hrdlicka, Marvin and Julaine Jones,  

Mike Kelley, Mark May, Gerald Lindsey,  

David and Frances Robertson,  

Layla Sawyer, Mike Stillson, Susan Weldon 

Remember In Prayer 

Our Partners In Ministry 

Pastor Leon Dorleans and the  
Churches of Haiti Outreach 
 

Serving Our Country 

Dan Armour, Mike Armour,  

Jonathan Lecky, Thomas Lecky,  
Craig Taylor, Bryan Thompson,  
and Madison Thompson 

Connectional Ministry 

Bishop Leonard Fairley, 

D.S. Rev. Mike Frese  
 

Church Staff 

Jim Bock, Rev. Larry Bowden,  
Lynn Lee, Margaret Malone,  
Libba McCluskey, Bobby Pettiford,  
Matt Stutts, Heather Thompson,  
Rev. Kathie Wilkinson and Preschool Staff 

mailto:office@mtsylvan.org
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Garden News 
Birdie’s in the Garden 

 

Fall is here and the garden is slowing down a 

bit. We are getting our beds cleaned up for fall 

planting. Our flowers have been beautiful this 

year and have brought a lot of enjoyment to 

our friends and community. We’ve had some 

surprises this year. We had a harvest of 

speckled swan gourds. Some of us call the 

“goose” gourds. They came from the compost 

pile and last year’s pumpkin sales. Another 

amazing gourd is the long snake Calabash 

gourd. We had a few that were at least four 

feet long and weighed five pounds. We really 

enjoyed showing them off to our visitors. 

 

Caregiving Ministries 
 The Caring Ministries of Mt. Sylvan provide lots of avenues of care to our 

members and community. We invite you to join any of the groups that meet your 

needs or offer a way  for you to share compassion and care with others: 

visitation team, health/wellness, Stephen Ministry, and prayer quilts. We have 

encouraged ALL of you as members of Mt. Sylvan through this past year and a 

half to connect in some way with others of our congregation through cards, 

phone calls, safe visits, or assistance with needs. If you have a need or are 

willing to help meet needs of others, contact Anne Young, Priscilla Coleman, or 

Pastor Kathie and we will help connect you. 

 Early in 2020, we shared the vision of education and caring for our church 

members suffering with dementia and their families. COVID shut down our plans 

at that time, but we are ready to move forward with this ministry. If you are 

interested in learning more about how to care for persons with dementia, email 

Rosalyn Pettyford or Pastor Kathie and let them know. Watch for more 

information about this new ministry. Please read the information on the next 

page for  weekend respite care services offered by Durham Center for Senior 

Life. 

mailto:alg0104@yahoo.com
mailto:pnyecoleman@nc.rr.com
mailto:kathie@mtsylvan.org
mailto:rpettyford@nc.rr.com
mailto:kathie@mtsylvan.org
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Weekend Respite Care 
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Rise Against Hunger 2021 

Mt. Sylvan will join with Rise Against Hunger in their effort  

to end hunger by the year 2030 by packing 20,000 meals  

on Sunday, November 7 from 2:00-4:00. 

Look for the registration link coming soon. 

Masks, hats or hairnets, and gloves required. 

Tables and stations will be spaced out,  

and capacity will be limited. 

 

Contact Jennifer Rogers for more information or for questions at  

jenrogers616@gmail.com or 919-201-7504. 

mailto:jenrogers616@gmail.com
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Reaching Souls with Soles Fundraiser 

 Backpacks are BACK!!! We’ve been contacted by our neighbors at Eno Valley 

Elementary School about starting our backpack program again in October. 

Unfortunately, for now, packing won’t look like it did in the past. We will have a very, 

small group, 4-6 (vaccinated, masked and social distanced) folks, who will pack food 

bags once or twice a month. Our numbers will also look different as the school will focus 

on students whose families are in the most need and qualify for services through the 

McKinney—Vento Act. The McKinney—Vento Act provides rights and services to children 

and youth experiencing homelessness. 

 How can you help? You can donate the same list of non-perishable food items 

that you have since October of 2008, and place them in the same red donation bins in 

the office hallway. For those who are new to this mission, we always need shelf-stable 

milk (white or chocolate), granola bars, “real 

juice” boxes, canned vegetables, ramen 

noodles, and fruit cups. We also ask that you 

pray for the children, their families and the 

staff/teachers at Eno Valley Elementary 

School and our other partner schools—

Carrington Middle School, Lucas Middle School 

and Northern High School. If you have any 

questions, please contact Katy MacDonald at 

katymac0615@gmail.com or 919-667-4890. 

Backpacks for the Kids 

mailto:katymac0615@gmail.com
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Sports Friends—7 days of  Prayer 
 Jesus has told us to seek His kingdom and ask that it comes on earth as it is in 

Heaven. As we look to a new fiscal year, we find ourselves eager to see God at work fulfilling 

His purposes through vessels of clay. Dependent, we lift our eyes to the LORD, Creator and 

Keeper of all things. Will you pray with us for a few moments each day for His will to be done 

through the Sports Friends ministry. For more information about Sports Friends, go to 

www.sports-friends.org or email Courtney Austin at courtney.austin@sim.org. 

Notary Public 

Margaret Malone, the Office Administrator for Mt. Sylvan 

Church, is a Notary Public. In the time of the pandemic, 

Notaries have developed new ways to assist people with 

certifying legal documents, in addition to the old fashioned 

ones involving in-person signatories and the official stamp.  

If you need a Notary, call or email Margaret at the office  

(919-471-0032). 

mailto:courtney.austin@sim.org
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October 2021 at Mt. Sylvan Church 
Sun Mon Tue Wed 

9:00a Zoom & In Person—Action Class 

9:15a Zoom & In Person—Genesis & 

Wesley Sunday School Classes 

10:30a In Person Worship & Livestreamed  

4:00 Blessing of the Animals Service 

4 

3:00p—Staff Meeting 

 

5 

10:00a Bible Study w/ Pastor Larry 

11:00a Sylvan Seniors 

6:00p Al-Anon 

7:00p Zoom—Children’s Council 

Meeting 

6 

 

10 Children/Youth Sunday 

9:00a Zoom & In Person—Action Class 

9:15a Zoom & In Person—Genesis & 

Wesley Sunday School Classes 

10:30a In Person Worship & Livestreamed  

11 

3:00p—Staff Meeting 

7:00 p Zoom—SPRC Meeting 

 

 

 

12 

10:00a Bible Study w/ Pastor Larry 

11:00a Sylvan Seniors 

6:00p Al-Anon 

7:00p Trustees Meeting—- 

Fellowship Hall 

13 

 

17 

9:00a Zoom & In Person—Action Class 

9:15a Zoom & In Person—Genesis & 

Wesley Sunday School Classes 

10:30a In Person Worship & Livestreamed 

18 

3:00p—Staff Meeting 

19 

10:00a Bible Study w/ Pastor Larry 

11:00a Sylvan Seniors 

6:00p Al-Anon 

7:00p—Zoom—Finance Committee 

Meeting 

20 

10:00a—Beulah Cole  

Circle 

 

 

24 Stewardship Campaign Begins! 

9:00a Zoom & In Person—Action Class 

9:15a Zoom & In Person—Genesis & 

Wesley Sunday School Classes 

10:30a In Person Worship & Livestreamed  

  

25 

10:00a—McKay Circle 

3:00p—Staff Meeting 

7:30p Stephen Minister 

Meeting—Armstrong Room 

26 

10:00a Bible Study w/ Pastor Larry 

11:00a Sylvan Seniors 

6:00p Al-Anon 

7:00p Zoom—Church Council 

Meeting  

27 

 

 

9:00a Zoom & In Person—Action Class 

9:15a Zoom & In Person—Genesis & 

Wesley Sunday School Classes 

10:30a In Person Worship & Livestreamed  

1 

3:00p—Staff Meeting 

 

2 

10:00a Bible Study w/ Pastor Larry 

11:00a Sylvan Seniors 

6:00p Al-Anon 

7:00p Zoom—Missions Meeting 

7:00p Zoom—Children’s Council 

 

3 
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Thu Fri Sat 

 

8:00a Zoom—Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

10:30a Zoom—Women’s 4Cs Bible Study 

7:00p  Zoom—Nominations Committee 

10:00a Prayer Shawl Ministry 

14 

8:00a Zoom—Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

10:30a Zoom & In Person— 

Women’s 4Cs Bible Study 

6:00p Zoom—Ruth Cook Circle 

15 

10:00a Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 

16 

 

21 

8:00a Zoom—Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

10:30a Zoom & In Person— 

Women’s 4Cs Bible Study 

 

 

22 

10:00a Prayer Shawl 

 

 

23 

 

 

 

28 

8:00a Zoom—Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

10:30a Zoom & In Person— 

Women’s 4Cs Bible Study 

6:30p—Trunk or Treat 
7:00p Zoom—Rosabelle Mangum Circle 

29 

10:00a Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 

 

 

8:00a Zoom—Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

10:30a Zoom & In Person— 

Women’s 4Cs Bible Study 

10:00a Prayer Shawl Ministry  
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Business  Name 

Phone: 555-555-5555 

Fax: 555-555-5555 

Email: someone@example.com 

Business Tagline or Motto 

Organization 

We’re on the Web! 

example.com 

 

Larry Bowden   
Lead Pastor 

larry@mtsylvan.org 
 

Kathie S. Wilkinson  
Pastor of Congregational Care 

kathie@mtsylvan.org 
 

Margaret Malone  
Office Administrator 

margaret@mtsylvan.org 
 

Jim Bock   
Business Administrator 
jimbock@mtsylvan.org 

 
Libba McCluskey 

Youth Ministry Coordinator 
libba@mtsylvan.org 

 
Heather Thompson 

Interim Children’s Ministry 
Coordinator 

heather@mtsylvan.org 
 

Matt Stutts 
IT Systems Administrator 

matt@mtsylvan.org 
 

Lynn Lee 
Preschool Director 

mtsylvanpreschool@msn.com 
 

Bess H. Smith 
Pastor Emeritas 

 
Project Agape—Armenia 

Nara Melkonyan 
Director in Armenia 

Please contact us if you need 

anything: 

919-471-0032 

or email us at  

office@mtsylvan.org 

Find us on the 

web at 

www.mtsylvan.org 

Sylvan Seniors’ Programs 
 

October 5, 2021—Elaine Towner— 
Fire Safety and You 

.   
October 12, 2021—Adam Clark— 

World Relief Program for Refugees 
 

October 19, 2021—Courtney Austin—
Sports Friends 

 
October 26, 2021—TBA 

Core Values of Mt. Sylvan 
 

Tradition:  

As a church founded in 1885, with descendants of the 

original founding families still an active part of the 

church family, tradition emerged as a value  

underlying everything else we are and do.  

 

Generosity:  

Mt. Sylvan is filled with generous people, who give  

of their money and time to serve God and neighbor.  

One has only to ask, and the generous people of  

Mt. Sylvan respond. 

 

Care:  

Care for each other, and for the community, is 

expressed in many concrete ways at Mt. Sylvan.  

 

Outreach:  

Mt. Sylvan reaches outside the church to offer ministries 

of real help and hope in the community.  

 

Growth:  

Mt. Sylvan has a deep commitment to a way of 

discipleship that encourages everyone to grow in the 

knowledge and love of God. 

mailto:larry@mtsylvan.org
mailto:kathie@mtsylvan.org
mailto:margaret@mtsylvan.org
mailto:jimbock@mtsylvan.org
mailto:libba@mtsylvan.org
mailto:heather@mtsylvan.org
mailto:matt@mtsylvan.org
mailto:mtsylvanpreschool@msn.com
mailto:office@mtsylvan.org
http://mtsylvan.org/#/home

