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Week 1: Advent Reading: Prophecy 
Coordinating with the service on Sunday, 11-27-22 

Today for our Advent Reading, we read: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7; Isaiah 7:14; Isaiah 9:2  
2   The people who walked in darkness  

have seen a great light;  
  those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,  

on them has light shone. (Isaiah 9:2, ESV) 
 

Isaiah 9:6-7  
 6  For to us a child is born,  

to us a son is given;  
  and the government shall be upon his shoulder,  

and his name shall be called  
  Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
 7  Of the increase of his government and of peace  

there will be no end,  
  on the throne of David and over his kingdom,  

to establish it and to uphold it  
  with justice and with righteousness  

from this time forth and forevermore.  
  The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. (Isaiah 9:6-7, ESV) 
 
Isaiah 7:14  
14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son, and shall call his name Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14, ESV) 
 
As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ, we light the PROPHECY CANDLE. 
 
Let us pray: Lord, we praise you for not only revealing your plans through prophecy, but for 
keeping all your promises! In 2 Corinthians 1:20 we read “For all the promises of God find their 
Yes in [Christ]…”- in His birth, life, death and resurrection. Please remind us of your promises 
and empower us to tell of your faithfulness this Christmas season. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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Week 1 Devotional: Jesus is the Maker and Sustainer of All Things 
 
As you take time to go through these devotions, you will want to have your Bible and a pencil 
with you. (Note to parents: Please encourage children to read the verses themselves out of 
their Bibles. The New International Readers Version is what we use in Sunday School and you 
are welcome to have one of those Bibles if you do not have one at home, just ask Heather 
Swier.) 
 
Read Colossians 1:15-20 together. Work on memorizing the first verse this week. 
(Memorization Tip: Try saying the verse three times at every meal.) 
 

“15 He is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn of all creation.”   

(Colossians 1:15, ESV) 
 
What does it mean that God is invisible? 
 
What are some things that are invisible?  
 
What is an image? 
 
If something was invisible and you could not see it, but something else gave you a picture of it, 
how would that be helpful? 
 
Read Genesis 1:24-31. 
Were the birds made in God’s image? The fish? The other animals? 
 
Who were made in God’s image? 
 
 
People, both men and women, were made in God’s image. They were made to represent God 
on the earth and to multiply and fill the earth and subdue it (see Genesis 1:28). But, when the 
first people rebelled against God, that image was broken and distorted so that people do not 
reflect the image of God perfectly.  
 
How have people disappointed you lately? How have they shown they are not as loving, wise or 
powerful as God? How have they shown they are not the perfect image of God?   
 
 
 
 
Consider taking a moment to pray and bring those disappointments to God. 
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People do not perfectly represent God, but Colossians 1:15 says that “He” is the image of the 
invisible God – Who is “He”?   
Jesus! 
 
Read Hebrews 1:3. 

“3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory  
and the exact representation of his being,  
sustaining all things by his powerful word.  

After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty in heaven.” (Hebrews 1:3, NIV, bold author’s) 

 
Jesus is the exact representation of God – the perfect image of God. When we look at Jesus, He 
reveals God the Father. (See John 14:7-9) 
 
Read Hebrews 1:3 again and use the words as inspiration to draw a picture or pictures of 
Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Read or recite Colossians 1:15 again. 
 
What we “see” or learn about Jesus in the passages we read today? 
 
 
 
 
Consider taking a moment to praise Jesus for what you have seen about Him today. 
 
 
 
We are finding joy by seeing the truth about Jesus this Christmas. 
 
Something Extra: Consider taking some time to listen to What Joy is Found by Jeremy Riddle  
https://youtu.be/lZMbSyubd58  
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Week 2: Advent Reading: Angel 
Coordinating with the service on Sunday, 12-4-22 

 
Today for our Advent Reading, we read: Luke 1:26-38 

 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named 

Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And 
the virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the 
Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of 
greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call 
his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God 
will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”  
35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 
36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the 
sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And 
Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And 
the angel departed from her. (Luke 1:26-38, ESV)  

 
As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ, we light the ANGEL CANDLE. 

 
Let us pray: Dear Lord, we wonder, as Mary did, at your ability to do the impossible! We are in 
awe of you! Nothing is too difficult for you. We praise you Lord Jesus, for coming as a baby 
2000 years ago, Immanuel, God with us living among us. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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Week 2: Jesus is the Word Become Flesh 
 
As you take time to go through these devotions, you will want to have a Bible and a pencil 
with you. 
 
Read Colossians 1:15-20 together. Work on memorizing the first three verses. (Memorization 
Tip: Try rewriting the verse yourself on paper, writing it in a way that makes it easier for you to 
remember—which could be writing some words in all capital letters, making drawings, using 
different color ink, underlining – whatever works for you!) 
 

“15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 
16 For by him all things were created,  

in heaven and on earth,  
visible and invisible,  

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities 
—all things were created through him and for him.  

17 And he is before all things,  
and in him all things hold together.”  

(Colossians 1:15–17, ESV) 
 
 
 
What was created by Jesus? 
 
What was created through Jesus? 
 
What was created for Jesus? 
 
All things were created by Jesus, through Jesus and for Jesus. 
 
Read Colossians 1:15-17 again, then Read John 1:1-3 (“The Word” refers to Jesus): 
 

“In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 
2 He was in the beginning with God. 
3 All things were made through him, 

and without him was not any thing made that was made.”   
(John 1:1-3, ESV) 
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Now, read Genesis 1:1-3.  

“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.  
2 The earth was without form and void,  

and darkness was over the face of the deep.  
And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 

3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.”  
(Genesis 1:1-3, ESV) 

 
Imagine Jesus there, as God spoke and there was light – it was created by, for and through 
Jesus!  
In fact, Jesus is called the Word in John 1, and in Genesis 1:3 God creates by speaking – by His 
Word. That’s too much to really get our minds around but take a moment and allow yourself to 
wonder about that. Consider taking some time to read John 1:1-3 and Genesis 1:1-3 again and 
give yourself some time think about Jesus and then drawing, writing a poem or copying down 
some key words that stick out to you from the passage here: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now read John 1:14: 
 

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,  
and we have seen his glory,  

glory as of the only Son from the Father,  
full of grace and truth.  

(John 1:14, ESV) 
 

 
The Word became flesh. Jesus the one through whom all things were made, Jesus, who is God 
the Son, became a human being. He was born as a baby. 
 
What questions do you have about Jesus being a baby? Being Human? Consider writing them 
here and praying, asking God to answer your questions over time. 
 
 
John 1:14 says that we have seen Jesus’ glory. That is what we want to really focus on this 
Christmas, seeing the glory of Jesus. Seeing the truth about Jesus and worshipping Him fills our 
hearts with joy.  
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Consider taking a moment to pray and ask God to bring to mind some ways you have seen 
the glory of God in Jesus in your own life and in the Bible. 
 
 
 
How have you seen that Jesus is full of grace, kindness, generosity, forgiveness...? 
 
 
 
How have you seen that Jesus is full of truth? 
 
 
 
Read or recite Colossians 1:15-20 again. 
 
We are finding joy by seeing the truth about Jesus this Christmas. 
 
 
Something Extra: The words from Andrew Peterson’s Song, All Things Together are from Colossians 1. 
You can listen to his song here: https://youtu.be/EIe0jOhopyI 
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Week 3: Advent Reading: Bethlehem 
Coordinating with the service on Sunday, 12-11-22 
 
Today for our Advent Reading, we read: Luke 2:1-7 
 
2 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be 
registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of 
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the 
house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 
6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn. (Luke 2:1-7, ESV)  
 
As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ, we light the BETHLEHEM CANDLE. 
 
Let us pray: Dear Lord, we wonder at the miracle that Jesus was born as a baby, just as all of us 
were! We praise Jesus for humbling Himself to be found among us on the earth in flesh--
without even a nice room to stay in—even though He is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 
Thank you for your great generosity and humility. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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Week 3: Jesus: The One Who Saves People from Their Sins 
 
As you take time to go through these devotions, you will want to have a Bible and a pencil 
with you. 
 
Read Colossians 1:15-20 together. Work on memorizing the last two verses. (Memorizing Tip: 
Try making the passage into a song.) 
 

“19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,  
20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things,  

whether on earth or in heaven,  
making peace by the blood of his cross.” 

(Colossians 1:19–20, ESV) 
 
Last week we discussed how Jesus is the image of the invisible God. We learned that Jesus, God 
the Son was present at creation. In fact, everything was created by Jesus, for Jesus and through 
Jesus. And Jesus took on flesh and blood and became human even while He was still God. 
 
Read Colossians 1:19 again. What do you think “all the fullness of God” might be? What is God 
full of? Consider taking some time to come up with a few ideas. You might want to list some 
words or draw some pictures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What does it mean to you that all the fullness of God was found in Jesus?  
Can you imagine all that you wrote down or drew fit into a human?  
 
 
It seems like Jesus would be quite powerful, if all the fullness of God was in Him – and 
remember, all things were created by Him, for Him and through Him. What would you like to do 
if you had power like that? 
 
 
 
What did Jesus do with His power? 
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Read Philippians 2:5-11: 
 

“5 Have this mind among yourselves, 
which is yours in Christ Jesus, 

6 who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 

7 but emptied himself, 
by taking the form of a servant, 

being born in the likeness of men. 
8 And being found in human form, 

he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross. 

9 Therefore God has highly exalted him 
and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 

10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.”  

(Philippians 2:5-11, ESV) 
 
 
Philippians 2:7 says that Jesus was “born in the likeness of men” – that he was born a human 
like all of us like we discussed last week. Before that it says Jesus took “the form of a servant” 
(Philippians, 2:7, ESV).  
Think about what you know about Jesus. How did Jesus serve people while He was on earth?  
 
 
How did Jesus serve God while He was on earth? 
 
 
Read Philippians 2:8, how does that verse say that Jesus served people and God while He was 
on earth? 
 
 
 
Read Colossians 1:20 again. The word “reconcile” seems important here. To reconcile means 
to restore relationship, to bring real peace between parties. It is to bring real connection and 
closeness between people. 
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Jesus served by dying on the cross to pay the cost for all the wrong things people think, say and 
do. He died for all our sins and God raised Him up to glory. Jesus’ work has restored the broken 
relationship between people and God – and made it possible for people to have restored 
relationships with other people (See Ephesians 2:14-16).  
 
You can have restored relationship—you can be connected and close to God—right now 
because of what Jesus has done. In fact, if you have put your trust in Jesus’ death on the cross 
for your forgiveness, you have been reconciled to God and have peace with God. If you are not 
sure, read Romans 10:9-10: 
 

“9 … if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord  
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,  

you will be saved.”  
(Romans 10:9, ESV) 

To be saved is, in part, to have a close relationship with God. To have peace with God.  
If you have any questions about that, or feel far away from God, you can pray to Him and let 
Him know that you feel far away but you want to be close. You can also talk to a family 
member or someone at church that you know loves Jesus about wanting to be in close 
connection to Him. 
 
Jesus has come to bring reconciliation to us, and also among us.  
If you have a broken relationship with another person, consider praying and asking God to 
bring connection and closeness with that person. 
 
 
Read or recite Colossians 1:15-20 again.  
 
Today we took time to look at how Jesus had all the fullness of God living in Him, and with all 
that power, He chose to serve by dying on the cross. How can this truth about Jesus bring us 
joy? 
 
 
Consider taking some time to praise Jesus for dying on the cross so we can have restored 
relationship with God and with others. You might draw a picture of people in restored 
relationships. 
 
 
 
 
We are finding joy by seeing the truth about Jesus this Christmas.  
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Week 4: Advent Reading: The Shepherds 
Coordinating with the service on Sunday, 12-18-22 
 
Today for our Advent Reading, we read: Luke 2:8-20 

 
“8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for 
behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you 
will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,  
 14  “Glory to God in the highest,  

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”  
15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let 
us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known 
to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 
17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this 
child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured 
up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.” (Luke 2:8–20, ESV)  
 
As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ, we light the SHEPHERDS CANDLE. 
 
Let us Pray: Glory to God in the Highest! Glory and praise to the God who has sent Jesus so that 
we all might be saved! And Lord, please overflow our hearts with an abundance of peace that 
affects all of our relationships and transforms this community. We pray that we could leave our 
time here today glorifying and praising God as the shepherds did 2,000 years ago. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 
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Week 4: Jesus: The Head of the Church 
 
As you take time to go through these devotions, you will want to have a Bible and a pencil 
with you. 
 
Read Colossians 1:15-20 together. Work on memorizing the whole passage. (Memorizing Tip: 
Try writing it out a few times a day.) 
 

“15 He is the image of the invisible God,  
the firstborn of all creation.  

16 For by him all things were created,  
in heaven and on earth,  

visible and invisible,  
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities— 

all things were created through him and for him. 
17 And he is before all things, 

and in him all things hold together. 
18 And he is the head of the body, the church. 

He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 
that in everything he might be preeminent. 

19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 
20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 

whether on earth or in heaven, 
making peace by the blood of his cross.” 

(Colossians 1:15–20, ESV) 
 

Today we want to focus our discussion on Colossians 1:18. What are your first ideas about what 
it means that Jesus is “the head of the body…” (Colossians 1:18, ESV)?  

 
Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-27. 
The apostle Paul teaches that the church, the community of Christians, is like a body.  

 
Consider drawing a picture of the Church as a body made up of many parts. What part do you 
imagine you might be?  
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Now Jesus is the head of the body; He is the head of the Church. What does a head do for a 
body? 
 
 
When you go for a walk, does your foot decide where you are going? No! Your head decides.  
When you have a problem, does your stomach solve it? No! Your head works it out. 
So, if Jesus is the head of the Church, what do you think that means? 
 
 
Read Ephesians 1:22: 
 

“22 And he put all things under his feet 
and gave him as head over all things to the church,  

 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.”  
(Ephesians 1:22, ESV) 

 
What do you think it means that God gave Jesus as “head over all things to the church”? 
 
 
One thing it means is that He governs and directs the Church. Jesus is Lord, Ruler of all and 
Ruler of the Church. He is in charge. He provides wisdom, guidance and direction for the 
Church. 
 
What problems do you need solved today? What questions do you have? What are you trying 
to figure out? 
Consider praying and asking Jesus for guidance and direction. 
 
But, being in charge is not all that being “head of the church” means. Read Colossians 2:18-19: 
 

“18 Let no one disqualify you,  
insisting on asceticism and worship of angels,  

going on in detail about visions,  
puffed up without reason by his sensuous mind,  

19 and not holding fast to the Head,  
from whom the whole body,  

nourished and knit together through its joints and ligaments,  
grows with a growth that is from God.”  

(Colossians 2:18-19, ESV, bold mine) 
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What would happen if a body did not have a head? Can it live that way?  
“Head” can mean ruler, but another meaning for the term “head” can be source. Jesus is the 
source of all life and strength for the Church, the body of Christ. Colossians 2:19 says that Jesus 
is the source of growth for the Church. 
 
What kind of strength do you need today? 
Consider praying and asking Jesus for that strength.  
 
Now think of our local church. What guidance and direction does our church need? What kinds 
of strength? Consider praying and asking God to bless Lakeshore Vineyard Church with what it 
needs. 
 
Also consider taking a moment to pray for the big, universal Church which is made up of all 
Christians everywhere. Ask God to bless His Church with wisdom, guidance and strength. 
 
 
Read or recite Colossians 1:15-20 again. 
 
Let’s review what we’ve seen about Jesus in this passage. He is: 

• The Maker and Sustainer 
• The Word become Flesh 
• The One Who Saves People from Their Sins 
• The Head of the Church 

 
Take a moment and praise Jesus for who He is. Let your heart fill with joy as you ponder what 
is true about Jesus and worship Him. 
 
 
 

 
We are finding joy by seeing the truth about Jesus this Christmas. 
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Last Advent Reading: The Christ 
Coordinating with the service on Saturday, 12-24-22 
 
Today for our Advent Reading we read: John 1:1-14, Colossians 1:15-20 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was 
in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any 
thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to 
bear witness about the light.  

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the 
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his 
own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in 
his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of 
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.  
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:1–14, ESV)  

 
“15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things were 
created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and 
in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him 
all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.” (Colossians 
1:15–20, ESV)   
 
As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ, we light the CHRIST CANDLE. 
 
Let us Pray: We praise You Lord Jesus! We praise you: 

• The Maker and Sustainer 
• The Word become Flesh 
• The One Who Saves People from Their Sins 
• The Head of the Church.  
• The Light of the World! 
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
Sing: Joy to the World 
 
 

 
 


