
HOPE – EXPECTANCY – NEARNESS 
 
All around us we observe a 
pregnant creation. The difficult 
times of pain throughout the 
world are simply birth pangs. But 
it’s not only around us; 
it’s within us. The Spirit of God is 
arousing us within. We’re also 
feeling the birth pangs. These 
sterile and barren bodies of ours 
are yearning for full deliverance. 
That is why waiting does not 
diminish us, any more than 

waiting diminishes a pregnant mother. We are enlarged in the waiting. We, of course, don’t 
see what is enlarging us. But the longer we wait, the larger we become, and the more joyful 
our expectancy. Romans 8:23-25 MSG 
 
Imagine yourself in the times before Jesus. No TV, internet or phones to hear your news, just 
the stories shared through the generations of a Messiah who was to come. They believed and 
knew in their hearts. There was a promise from God and that meant there would be fulfillment! 
A Savior would be born to the world. One who would be called Immanuel – God with us.  
 
Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains would tremble 
before you! Isaiah 64:1 NIV 
 
I’m sure many often feel like the Israelites and want a big display that would show us clearly 
God’s presence among us. We forget what a gift it is that we do know more of the story, and 
that we can experience His presence with us always. His faithfulness to fulfill His word has been 
clearly established throughout the Bible and continues even now. 
 
Take some time this week to notice how God is with you during the day. Maybe write down 
those times and collect them to review with your family or friends. It might be the most precious 
gift you receive. 
 
Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will 
help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. Isaiah 41:10 NIV 
  



 
PEACE - FULFILLMENT – PROMISE 
 
For to us a child is born, to us a 
son is given, and the government 
will be on his shoulders. And he 
will be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. Isaiah 9:6 NIV 
 
In the midst of holidays, elections 
and our everyday life we can 
experience a variety of emotions 
and not remember how faithful 
God is and how to let the peace of 

Christ rule in our hearts and be thankful (See Colossians 3:15). Sometimes God brings His 
messages and encouragement to us through His word, other people, in dreams and through 
angels.  
 

• Mary encountered an angel who said she would be pregnant. Luke 2:31 
• Joseph had an angel give reassurance about the child he and Mary would raise. Matt 

1:20 
• Shepherds were told by angels of Mary’s baby being born and that they were to go and 

see. Luke 2:10-15 
• Zechariah encountered an angel that said his wife Elizabeth would become pregnant. 

Luke 1:12-15 
• Elizabeth when seeing Mary, knew through the Holy Spirit that Mary would give birth to 

the Messiah. Luke 1:39-45  
 

It is interesting that all of these encounters also came with the instruction: “Do not fear.” Not 
all reacted with joy to the news they heard from God but Mary’s words seem to be the best 
response: 
 
“Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” Luke 1:38 NIV 
 
Great peace was found as they thought on the words God had sent for them. Their trust and 
faith, even though they had questions and moments of doubt, gave strength and peace as they 
waited for the promises to be seen. 
 
Through this week, find some verses or remember some messages you have from God and let 
those inspire you to dream again of how His purposes do become realities when we respond 
with trust and faith! Let it be unto us as You have said Lord! 



 

JOY – PRAISE – CELEBRATION 
 
Joy to the world, the Lord has 
come. 
Let earth receive her King. 
Let every heart prepare Him room.  
 
In those days a decree went out … 
And all went to be registered, 
each to his own town. And Joseph 
also went up from Galilee, from 
the town of Nazareth, to Judea, 
to the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem, because he 
was of the house and lineage of 

David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed,  who was with child. And while they were 
there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son 
and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place 
for them in the inn. Luke 2:1-7 NIV 
 
You would think the birth of the Son of God, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords would capture 
everyone’s attention. A census calls Joseph and Mary 90 miles from home to the town of 
Bethlehem along with probably thousands of others. Imagine yourself walking 90 miles, not just 
90 minutes but days and days on the road and when you arrive, there is no place to stay.  
 
A King who should be born in a castle, instead is placed in a manger. God loves to work through 
the seemingly insignificant to bring about the glorious. 
 
Jesus wasn’t sent in a big splash that all would see but there were three magi who could not 
ignore the sign in the heavens that proclaimed the birth of the one born King of the Jews. These 
wisemen were the ones to find the baby Jesus and bring him the celebration that was worthy of 
a King, with their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. Then they were warned through a 
dream to leave Bethlehem. 
 
In the midst of this busy season, take some time to ask God to give you some signs, some 
dreams, some words - then watch for them and act! Maybe showing you some people to 
encourage with a special gift or extra help, it might be a special place that you should go to as 
He directs. Every day is time to celebrate the birth of our King who reigns forever! 
  



LOVE – GRACE – GIFTS 
 
Think of yourselves the way 
Christ Jesus thought of himself. 
He had equal status with God but 
didn’t think so much of himself 
that he had to cling to the 
advantages of that status no 
matter what. Not at all. When the 
time came, he set aside the 
privileges of deity and took on 
the status of a slave, 
became human! Having become 
human, he stayed human. It was 
an incredibly humbling process. 

He didn’t claim special privileges. Philippians 2:5-7 MSG 
 
Since we know more of the story let’s imagine if we had it all. Would we give it all up for an 
unknown amount of time so that we could save the world? What could really lead Jesus to 
come to the earth with that kind of sacrifice? He had it all while in heaven. He would have to 
start as a child, as a human instead of part of the Godhead. His power was gone, his standing 
and history were gone. He had to learn how to crawl and walk like the rest of us. BUT, he knew 
the connection he still had with the Father. He knew in his spirit that he was destined to save 
the world and show what “God with us” really meant. To him, to THEM, it was worth that 
sacrifice.  
 
Jesus did it for love. God did it for love. They have given to us the most precious gift we could 
ever know. Grace and love. And they have commanded us, to love them and love others as we 
love ourselves.  
 
See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of 
God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know 
him. 1 John 3:1 
 
As God’s children, we are now co-heirs with Christ. God is with us and the Holy Spirit in us. We 
have an abundance because of Jesus that we would never imagine for ourselves. It is not 
something we are to stock up and lock away but something we are to share – with the world! 
 
Think this week on what a gift Father, Son and Spirit have given to you. Will you receive that 
gift? He certainly knows how to give good gifts to His children so let Him know you’re willing to 
laydown your position to receive from Him and then to give from what you have been blessed 
with. 
  



REJOICE – WORSHIP – GLADNESS 
 
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will 
say it again: Rejoice! Philippians 
4:4 NIV 
 
Enter 
his gates with thanksgiving and 
his courts with praise; give thanks 
to him and praise his name. 
Psalm 100:4 NIV 
 
“Great is the Lord and most 
worthy of praise” is repeated 
throughout the Bible. God has 

given such an amazing gift through His Son – Immanuel – God with us. He is with us still, no 
matter where we are, who we are or what is happening in our lives. Jesus was born as the 
Savior to the whole world. For those who were, those who are and for those who are yet to 
come.  
 
So, my very dear friends, don’t get thrown off course. Every desirable and beneficial gift 
comes out of heaven. The gifts are rivers of light cascading down from the Father of Light. 
There is nothing deceitful in God, nothing two-faced, nothing fickle. He brought us to life 
using the true Word, showing us off as the crown of all his creatures. James 1:17 MSG 
 
For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth 
derives its name. I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with 
power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through 
faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together 
with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of 
Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the 
measure of all the fullness of God. Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all 
we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. Ephesians 
3:14-21 NIV 
 
Let this season be one of declaring His goodness and receiving the fullness of joy as you take to 
heart all that has been done on your behalf. Daily remembering that Father, Son and Spirit are 
not some far away thing we need to reach for or to earn favor with. They are here – now – 
within those who believe!  


