
SESSION 3: NAVIGATING SYMBOLIC PATTERNS & DIRECT REFERENCES 
 

Learning Objectives 

 

1. Identify and use symbolic patterns to focus on Jesus in Old Testament passages.  

2. Identify and explain Old Testament passages which New Testament authors use to describe Jesus 

and his saving work.  

 

Using Symbolic Patterns 

 

Symbolic patterns are different than themes because the interpreter does not trace the theme through 

Scripture but jumps straight to Jesus from Old Testament symbol. 

 

Definitions and Descriptions 

 

The technical term for using symbolic patterns to point to or prepare for Christ is                            . 
 

Jesus fulfills the symbolic nature of                                                                                  . 
 

Jesus can fulfill patterns as predictions of                                or events, just as he can 

fulfill prophecy as a prediction of words. 

 

 “Ultimately all types culminate in the life and work of Christ Jesus.”1 Jason DeRouchie.  

 

Foundations   

 

The divine authorship of Scripture and the                                      over history mean that the 

reader can use patterns of events to point to Jesus and his saving work.  

 

“To examine biblical typology is to examine the orchestration of the sovereign God.”2 James 

Hamilton. 

 

Some common Old Testament patterns or types are the Passover, the                                   , the 

priesthood, the Tabernacle/Temple, King David. 

 

Keys to Proper Interpretation of Symbolic Patterns 

 

1. Understand the                                   meaning before looking for the symbolic. 

 

“We must know the author’s message for Israel, before we look for ways to focus the message 

on Jesus Christ and apply it to the church. To reverse the process is to court disaster, for literary-

historical interpretation is the indispensable foundation for sound typological interpretation.”3 

Sydney Greidanus. 

 

2. Base symbolic patterns on the                            of the Old Testament passage not peripheral 

details.  



 

Remember that we are not practicing                           , which uses unnatural connections 

based on minor details.  

 

“The preacher relying on allegory will try to explain a text by picking something in it and giving 

it an interpretation that is unrelated to the context or meaning.”4 Edmund Clowney. 

 

3. Explain                             and differences between Jesus and the Old Testament pattern. 

 

True symbolic patterns involve                                     .  
 

Jesus accomplishes                           than the Old Testament event, institution, or person.  

 

 Hebrews 10:11-14: The quantity and quality of daily sacrifices and Jesus’s sacrifice  

 

4. Look for and follow New Testament                                     .  
 

New Testament authors provide many examples of symbolic interpretation.  

 

The entire book of                           is a lesson in Jesus as the fulfillment of Old 

Testament patterns.  

 

I do not think that the New Testament authors                         the symbolic patterns of the 

Old Testament.  

 

Summary: Old Testament symbolic patterns                               the person and work of Jesus.  

 

“As people notice the type of thing God has done and interpret these patterns in light of the 

promises God has made, they begin to expect God to act in the future as he has acted in the past. 

This typological foreshadowing involves people, events, and institutions.”5 James Hamilton.  

 

Example: Numbers 21:6-9 

 

The lifting up of the                                       as a way to find salvation from snake bites 

sets a pattern for the lifting up of Jesus on the cross as way to provide salvation from sin.  

 

 

Using Direct Reference 

 

Definition and Description 

 

In Direct Reference, the teacher simply shows how the                                     explicitly quotes or 

alludes to an Old Testament passage, like direct fulfillment of a prophecy.  

 

In Direct Reference, you will probably incorporate other                            . 
 



Instead of starting with other methods and working                         Jesus, you start with how 

the New Testament author uses the passage to point to or prepare for Jesus and work backward.  

 

Foundations 

 

The New Testament authors purposefully and correctly                              the unfinished work of 

the Old Testament.  

 

Keys to Using Direct Reference 

 

1. Learn to                                         Old Testament references.  

 

“Depending on the criteria used, the number of quotations ranges from 250 to some 600, and the 

number of allusions from 650 to some 4,000.”6 Sydney Greidanus.  

 

Some of the most often referenced passages are                  , cited 38 times, and                 , 
cited 24 times.7 

 

New Testament authors clearly reference every book in the Old Testament except Ruth,           , 
Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon.8  

 

2 Categories 

 

Quotations: Often have an                                   formula and are marked with quotation 

marks in your English Bible.  

 

 You can find these by using                                     tools.  

 

You can find these by reading and                                 the Scripture with a regular 

Bible reading plan.  

 

 Allusions: References without actually                                    word for word.  

 

4 questions we can ask to determine if an Old Testament allusion exists (based on Dale 

Allison).9 

 

a. Do                          recognize the reference? 

 

b. Are there                              and thematic links? 

 

c. Is the potential reference a                                 passage? 

 

d. Does the author quote or allude to the same portion of Scripture in other               ? 

  

Example: Matthew 6:7-8 and Elijah and Prophets of Baal 

 



2. Explore the                                 from both the Old Testament and New Testament. 

 

 Explain what the Old Testament author is                                                                  .  
 

 Explain how that                                   to the New Testament passage.  

 

                              is the New Testament author using this passage? 

 

Summary:                                    the New Testament author’s lead. 

 

Example: Number 9:12 

 

 Numbers 9: Don’t break any of the bones of the                                             . 
 

  This is a symbolic pattern of God’s                                         . 
 

 John 19:36: None of Jesus’s bones were broken as the ultimate                                        .  
 

  This is                                           of God’s salvation.  

 

 

Homework/Reflection Questions 

 
1. What was the most significant thing you learned in this session? 

2. What is something you want to know more about or do not quite understand? 

3. Which biblical symbols seem to point to Jesus most clearly? 

4. How can you increase your ability to recognize Old Testament quotes and allusions? 

5. Read Numbers 28:1-15 and Hebrews 9:11-28. Describe the role of the Old Testament sacrifices 

and then how Jesus fulfills and escalates these symbolic patterns. 

6. Explore how Jesus uses Deuteronomy 6:4-5 in Luke 10:25-37.  How does the context of both 

passages indicate that man ultimately fails to love God with all his heart and love his neighbor as 

himself? Or how does Jesus’s sacrifice for us change the way we love God?
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