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WIDSOM LITERATURE 
Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes 
Answering the question, “How to live a good life?” 

• Proverbs – Lady Wisdom – Smart about all life issue – Rely on the Wisdom (Hb. 
Khokhmah) attribute of God that guides life – Go with the natural grain of life 
or work against it.  Proverbs 1:32 & 33 

o Khokhmah – skilled ability as well as intellectual, being put to work 
o Kokhmah comes from a healthy respect for God – Fear of the Lord – 

because it is an attribute of God.  
o Lady Wisdom is present and calling out (1:20) to any who will respond 

(1:23) 
o To those who turn away from this calling will be destroyed and die. And 

those who listen to this calling  will enjoy security and peace, not living 
in fear.  God’s wisdom provides confidence, not anxiety. It provides 
certainty in the uncertainty.  

o Chapters 1 – 9 :  What is Khokhmah?   
o Chapters 10 – 31 – Collections of sayings, the Proverbial statements -  

The application of wisdom to these,  results in living a good life. 
• Ecclesiastes – The Wise Critic - deals with “When good does not happen?” 
• Job –  Wise old man -Is God wise and just? 

 
Interpreting Wisdom Literature 

• Proverbs presents general truth that is often not intended to be taken literally 
in every situation.  Pr. 22:29 

• The proverbs are intended to present brief, catchy statements of truth, 
designed to hit home with maximum impact.  

• Brief statements of truth, while generally true, are too brief to explain 
potential exceptions to that truth. 

• Proverbs are not promises but general statements of truth.  Pr. 22:6 
• Proverbs are not intended to be technically exact. Pr. 6:27-29 
• Proverbs must be culturally translated into today’s meaning.   Pr. 22:11 
• Proverbs rely heavily on imagery in order to be memorable. Pr. 20:26 

 
 



King Solomon 
• Son of David. King of Israel. 
• Prayed that God would give him the knowledge to know good from bad so he 

could rule with true wisdom.  I Kings 3:5-11 
• Wisest of all people – 1 Kings 4:29-34 
• Solomon was like the fountainhead of wisdom literature. Not all of Proverbs is 

written by Solomon, he is where Israel’s wisdom tradition began.   
• A Key understanding in reading the Bible is to knowing that it is Ancient 

Jewish Meditation literature.     
o Lacks details – which encourages a meditative reading of scripture in 

which questions are ask, discussion is had, re-reading is done, questions 
asked again, more discussion….this style of literature requires the reader 
to engage with it and make connections with the various sections and 
books of the Bible.  God used (created) this style of literate that we might 
read & re-read allowing new insights as more layers of the scripture help 
us understand other parts of the scripture.  It is to be lived with.  After all 
it is the living word of God.  One question that begs to be asked 
concerning Solomon is  “why did God even offer the question ‘What shall 
I give you?’,  knowing in His omniscience that Solomon would eventually 
practice idolatry and lead Israel into centuries of idol worship?”   

• King Solomon compiled The Book of Proverbs, having written all but 22:17-
24:34, 30 & 31.  And it seems that he wrote his proverbs early in his reign, 
before his heart was turned from the Lord (1 Kings 11:1-11),  since the book 
reveals a heart given completely to God.  

 
 
Sources: 
Homan Old Testament Commentary, Proverbs  - Max Anders,  2005, Broadman & 
Holman. Nashville, TN 
 
Thebibleproject.com – teaching videos 

How to read the Bible: Ancient Jewish meditation literature 
Wisdom Series 

 
Podcast – Help Me teach the Bible 
 “Ray Ortlund on Proverbs” – Ray Ortlund interviewed by Nancy Guthrie 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://thebibleproject.com/
http://www.thegospelcoalition.org/podcasts/help-me-teach-the-bible/ray-ortlund-on-proverbs/

