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Upcoming
Events
December 2 - The Carols of Christmas Concert
December 9 -Sanctuary Choir Concert 10:30 am
December 14 - Sunday School Fellowship Childcare
December 16- Children's Choir & Bell Concert 6:00pm
December 19 - First Family Christmas Party 6:00pm
December 23 - No pm service
December 24 - Christmas Eve Service 5:30 pm
December 30- Happy New Year!! Join us for 10:30 am Worship
January 9 - Music & Missions resumes
January 11 - Sunday School Fellowship Childcare
January 27 - Sunday School Teachers Appreciation Brunch
February 8 - Parents Night Out
February 14 - Widows Valentines Brunch/Ministry
February 17 - I’m a Christian Now Class

Watch your mail for more details
about these events!

Christmas
A Time to Practice Saying Thank You

Gratefulness is an important life quality
because it helps us to be thankful for what
we have instead of complaining about
what we don't have. Gratefulness is a
lifestyle but it starts by saying "Thank you"
to others who bless us.
Begin now to prepare your children for
receiving gifts. Talk about the importance
of the giver, not just the gift. Teach
children to look at the name tag first so
they can be thinking of the person who
gave the gift while they open it. Encourage
children to express thanks to the giver,
even if that person is not in the room at
the time. A phone call to extended family
or a thank you note to a distant friend can
mean a lot.

Gift receiving sometimes provides that
awkward moment when we want to ask,
"What is this?" or discover that we already
have one of these. Play a "What if" game
with children to help them anticipate how
they might say thank you in those
situations.
Opening gifts can happen fast and then
children are off playing with new toys and
games. Helping them to take time to
express gratefulness can extend the true
meaning of Christmas past the few hours
of Christmas Day. And don't forget to take
time to thank the Lord for his special gift
in Jesus Christ for us.

Remember our
Missionaries
this Christmas through
prayer & gifts to
Lottie Moon

Middle School Camp

July 22-25

for those who have completed
grades 4- 6
Mark your calendar & watch for
details coming in January!

VBS 2019

July 8-12
Please be in
prayer about
where God would
have you serve
this summer!

December 19 ~ 6:00 p.m.
In Mitchell Hall ~ Cost: $4
Please bring your favorite
Christmas goodie to share. Sign up
across from the Information
Center or online by December 18.

Sunday, February 17
11:30 - 4:00 pm
December 2
6:00 pm - Adult Ensembles & Choral Groups

**No Childcare for this service**

December 9
10:30 am - Sanctuary Choir Concert

Class for children in grade 1-6 who have
become Christians since our last class.
Lunch & materials will be provided.
Reservations are required because space
is limited. For more information, contact
Lisa Wheat, 442-2387, Ex. 6220.

December 16
6:00 pm - Children’s Concert

**Childcare for babies & toddlers only at pm concert**
December 23 - No Engage Service
December 24 - Christmas Eve Service 5:30 pm

**No Childcare for this service**

December 30 - 10:30 am Worship only - No Bible Study
December 26 & Jan 2 - No Wednesday Activities

Sunday, December 9
ETC helpers needed for the 10:30 worship
time. Preschool avalibility will depend on the
number of volunteers available. Let Linda
Dilley know if you would be willing to serve
on that day. Thank you!

Family Ministry Ideas for Christmas
Here are some simple ways for Christian families to celebrate the Christmas season
together. Our hope during the Christmas season is to intentionally pass on to your own
children the love of Christ in creative ways. Children love traditions because they love
repetition. They look forward to fun and familiar times with the family. As parents you
can take advantage of these times and point our kids to Christ. You may already have
your own traditions, but here are a few to help you celebrate the Savior this Christmas.
Advent Calendar – This is a fun way for your family to count down the days in
anticipation of Christ’s coming. The kids take turns as you talk about the Christmas story.
Be sure to choose a calendar that centers on the birth of Jesus!
What God Wants for Christmas – This is a great interactive kid-friendly nativity – with
seven gift boxes, a colorful pop-up, and an illustrated poem. It’s a fun way to talk about
the Christmas story together. (available at FamilyLife.com)
Christmas Devotion Jar – Looking for devotions to do with your kids? All you need to
do is cut out red, green, and white little strips of paper and write Christmas verse(s) to
read together, or craft/activity to do together, or creative ways to reach out to others.
Put the slips of paper in a jar, decorate the outside, and set it on the dinner table to pick
one out each night.
Christmas Cookies – Take an evening and let your kids help make cookies that they
themselves deliver to teachers, neighborhood friends, special babysitters, people in need,
etc.
Scripture Memory – The best way to memorize a passage of Scripture is by putting it
to song. Thankfully the folks at SEEDS Family Worship have done just that. On the Seeds
of Encouragement CD, the song Joy is taken right from Luke 2:8-14. Great song!
Listen to Christ-Centered Christmas Music – As you travel, try to have a few good
CD’s that exalt Christ during this Christmas season.
Re-enact the Christmas story – Have
fun acting out the story from Luke 2.
Get your extended family involved and
video the whole thing. It can be pretty
funny!
Serving and Giving Together –
Christmas is all about giving. Make &
deliver Christmas baskets filled with food
& essentials to those in need. You could
also gather your old clothes and toys
and give them to Goodwill. Your kids will
really enjoy it.

