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Final Conversations – John 15:12-21 

Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his 
friends. 

John 15:13 

On St. Valentine’s Day, love is celebrated with cards and 
candy, flowers and dinners, presents and presence. Some of the 
gifts are meticulously planned and lavishly unveiled while others 
are purchased at the last minute and hastily given. Woe to the 
husband who forgets to express his love in any form! 

Jesus made one thing abundantly clear to His disciples:  love is 
sacrificial. He modeled this kind of costly love for His followers 
and He called them to express costly love. “But God demonstrates 
His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us” (Romans 5:8). There is no greater proof of love than 
the death of Jesus on the cross as He bore our punishment of sin. 

And, we are commanded to love one another with the same 
type of costly, sacrificial love. I want to find some loophole around 
this command, an out that will allow me to offer lavish love 
toward some while feigning love toward others. But Jesus will 
have nothing of this. Twice in this passage He commanded me to 
love those around me with no caveats or exceptions. I will do well 
to learn how to love like Jesus loved. 

Jesus loved sinners like me, but He did not allow them to 
continue wallowing in sin’s muck. Jesus loved people from all 
walks of life, but He did not allow them to cling to their old life. 
Jesus loved people weighed by the guilt of sin, but He did not 
abandon them to its consequences. He left the glories of heaven, 
walked and talked and ate with sinners, and died for their (my) 
sin. He laid down His life to care for people like you and me. 

I cannot die for the sins of others, but I can love like Jesus. My 
self-indulgences and comforts can be sacrificed so I can meet 
people on their turf. I can endure persecution for the pleasure of 
living for Jesus and of telling others how they can live for Him, 
too. Jesus, help me to love others like you love me. 
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