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Final Conversations – John 15:1-11 

I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in 
him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 

John 15:5 

From the time Adam and Eve rebelled against the holiness of 
God in Genesis 3, the relationship between God and man was 
broken. As they hid in shame, God came searching for them. He 
punished their sin, covered their nakedness, and promised the 
coming Messiah would defeat sin and death. God restored the 
broken relationship that they might abide in Him. 

God continues to restore broken relationships through Jesus 
that we might abide in Him, too. Our abiding in Him results in the 
Father receiving glory as He bears fruit through us. If we do not 
abide in Him, we will not bear fruit. 

There is a tendency for us to strive to live independently from 
outside influences. We are our own people and no one can tell us 
what to do, say, or think. And herein lies our trouble. When we 
live independently from Christ, our lives bear no fruit. Jesus said 
plainly that we cannot bear fruit unless we abide in Him. 

When we abide in Him, we become productive fruit bearers 
and, through His effective pruning, we bear much fruit. God 
continually works in our lives to deepen our dependence on Him, 
for His influence in us to increase. 

Our abiding in Christ involves remaining in His word. We do 
not live by our own creed or by the customs of culture, but we 
insist that the word of God form our core and inform our actions. 
We passionately keep His commandments because our lives are 
hidden in Him. There is no other way for us to live. 

This is not to say that abiding is easy or pleasant. Abiding in 
Christ requires rejecting every other source of abiding. Pruning 
often causes pain. But it is also here – in the difficult and painful 
times – that the joy of Jesus grows and overflows in our lives. 
Today, abide in Jesus. Let His word resonate in your soul. Live for 

Him and let His joy multiply in you. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A1-11&version=ESV

