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Final Journey – Luke 19:1-10 

For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was 
lost. 

Luke 19:10 

Another rich man crossed paths with Jesus as He was heading 
toward Jerusalem and the cross. This man, employed by the 
Roman government in collecting taxes, had enriched himself off of 
his fellow citizens. At times, Zacchaeus even apparently cheated 
his neighbors to line his own pockets. 

When Jesus came through his town of Jericho, Zacchaeus 
wanted to get a better look at Him. Unfortunately, the crowd 
blocked out Zacchaeus and his small stature did not allow him to 
see over the crowd. This chief tax collector did two things 
unexpected for a man of his status:  he ran and he climbed a tree. 

Can you picture Zacchaeus running through the crowd, trying 
to get far enough down the road so he could get a better view of 
Jesus? Then, as quickly as possible, he scurried up a tree, perched 
up on a limb so nothing would block his view of Jesus. 

Imagine the joy when Jesus stopped at the base of the tree 
and invited Himself over to Zacchaeus’ house. Some people, 
however, did not share his joy. They grumbled, complaining about 
the sinfulness of the man whose home Jesus was entering. 

Did Zacchaeus hear their remarks? Did they sting as he once 
again felt the brunt of their disapproval? The Bible does not say, 
only that this man was changed by the presence of Jesus. Instead 
of hoarding, Zacchaeus committed to giving generously from his 
personal wealth to benefit the poor. 

And, Jesus affirmed him. Jesus did not call him a traitor or 
consider him a sinner beyond His reach. Jesus called Zacchaeus a 
son of Abraham. Jesus declared that salvation had come to this 
house. 
While marching to the cross, Jesus reminded everyone that He 

came to seek and to save that which was lost, including a chief tax 

collector. Thankfully, this includes you and me, too. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+19%3A1-10&version=ESV

