
Wednesday: Worship Like Crazy 

 
“Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! “For who 
has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?” “Or who 
has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?” For from him and 
through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. ' I 
appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the 
will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” Romans 11:36-
12:2 
 

We often use the word worship in church maybe without even 
really considering what it means. Worship simply means that we 
recognize and respond to greatness. All people look at something as 
great, even as the greatest good in their life. That could be God, 
themselves, a relationship, a celebrity or political figure, nature, a hobby, 
or a number of other things. The Bible claims that one of the most 
important issues in your life is what you worship. In other words, you 
already probably worship like crazy. We want to make sure that you are 
worshiping God like crazy and not something else.  
 

To make sure we are worshiping correctly, I take us to Romans 
11:33-12:2. At the end of a discussion in Romans 9-11, which is really 
difficult to understand, Paul closes by recognizing and responding to 
God’s greatness. This passage is a favorite of mine and helps us to 
worship like crazy (correctly) by rightly recognizing and responding to 
God.  
 

Recognize the Greatness of God 
We can see the greatness of God in two ways in this passage.  



 
First, we see how amazing God is in his character. Paul starts the 

passage by simply describing what God is like. For example, he describes 
God as unlimited. He writes in verse 33 about the depth of God’s riches, 
wisdom, and knowledge. In other words, if you tried to dig down to the 
bottom of God’s resources, you’d never get there: same thing for his 
wisdom and knowledge. God has endless resources, wisdom, and 
knowledge. Paul then adds that God’s judgment and ways are 
unsearchable and inscrutable. That’s “Bible talk” for “God’s wisdom is 
unlimited;” in other words, it will never fit inside our brains. We will 
never fully understand it because we’re limited and he’s not. If we’re 
going to worship like crazy we’re going to recognize that God is 
unlimited. In fact, we’ll recognize that he alone is unlimited and 
therefore worthy of our praise.  
 

Paul doesn’t stop there. God also needs nothing. Paul quotes from 
the Old testament in verse 34 to demonstrate that God doesn’t need our 
advice. God has never said to any of us, “Can you help me figure this out, 
what do you think I should do?” Then, in verse 35, Paul describes how 
God doesn’t need our stuff either. God has also never said to one of us, 
“I’m a little short of funds, can you help me out?” He needs nothing, and 
once again, we can only make that statement about God. Everything in 
creation is dependent on something else to live. But not God. He needs 
nothing and is therefore worthy of our praise.  
 

Paul sums up the greatness of God’s character with a summary 
statement in verse 36. He declares that God is the source, sustainer, and 
goal of all things. Why does the world exist? God. He’s the source of all 
life. He created the world and he breathed life into you. He’s also the 
sustainer of all things. The reason your heart keeps beating, the world 
keeps spinning, and the universe doesn’t collapse into chaos is because 
God sustains it. And because God created and sustains the universe, he 
deserves all praise. In fact, it seems silly to praise what someone wears 



on the red carpet, or a game winning homerun, or a work of art, or 
anything else when we consider that kind of greatness. We recognize 
God’s greatness in his amazing character.  
 

We also see how God is amazing in what he’s done for us. The 
whole context of this praise is about God working out his plan of 
salvation through Jesus. In 11:30-32, just before our passage, and in 12;1, 
Paul specifically describes the mercy of God. We recognize the greatness 
of God’s mercy toward us through the salvation God provides in the 
death and resurrection of his son Jesus. We regularly recognize great 
things that people do for us. But what Christ did by dying for our salvation 
is incomparable with any other act in history. He paid a greater cost than 
anyone else has for us, enduring the wrath of God. He provided a greater 
good than anyone else ever will for us, eternal salvation. And Jesus paid 
this cost and gave us this good, not because we deserved it, but simply 
because of the great mercy of God. So, we recognize that God is worthy 
of praise because of what he’s done for us particularly in his mercy-
driven salvation.   
 

Respond to the Greatness of God. 
If something is truly great, then we respond. Like the Psalmist says 

in Psalm 145:3, “Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praise.” Paul 
demonstrates the same thing in this passage. He shows two appropriate 
ways we respond in worship. 
 

We give God praise. All of 11:33-36 is a sudden outburst of song to 
God. Even if we aren’t really singers, or music people, we know that we 
sing about what we love. We declare praise. We shout for and cheer on 
our sport teams. We confess in notes and poems the beauty of that 
special someone. We applaud great achievements. We even “like” or 
“heart” images and announcement on our feeds. We naturally respond 
in song, affirmation, applause, or praise to things we value and see as 
great. So, Paul closes verse 36 with a declaration of unending praise to 



God. We will give God the glory he’s due for eternity, and there should 
be plenty of moments now where we do the same. That could happen 
when we’re gathered at a worship service where we sing together to 
God, or with a small group of friends when we are reminded of God’s 
faithfulness to us, or all alone reading the Bible when we are reminded 
of God’s mercy for us. We respond by giving God praise, by telling him 
and sometimes others about his greatness. 
 

We give God our lives. Paul doesn’t stop with words of praise. He 
tells us in Romans 12:1 that we respond to God’s mercies by putting our 
lives on the altar. The imagery here is of total surrender. We no longer 
make animal sacrifices for sins because Jesus was the perfect and final 
sacrifice. We also no longer worship with animal sacrifices. Instead, Paul 
says we (figuratively) put our bodies on the altar as a sacrifice. In other 
words, we give ourselves totally to God. We can sing a bunch of songs 
but never give God our lives. That’s not a response worthy of the God we 
read about in this passage. We give ourselves completely to God: our 
desires, our money, our time, our relationships, all of who we are. And 
as a result, we see in 12:1-2 that God is pleased.  
 

I have no doubt you will recognize and respond to something great 
today. My hope is that you will recognize the one who is greater than all, 
for who he is and what he’s done in showing you mercy. As a result, I also 
hope that you will respond appropriately with song and surrender.  
 

Putting Worship Like Crazy into Practice by Jared Ruff 
How to worship during the day: 
1. Count your Blessings from Him. 

Often times, we get caught up in the busyness and negativity of life. 
In these times, if we stop to count our blessings we will be amazed at 
how many ways God has blessed us, despite our circumstances. 
Whenever I pray for an extended period of time, I easily find myself 



praising Him for His blessings. So take a moment today and consider all 
the good things that God has done for you and respond to Him for those.  

 
2. Surrender to Him. 

During quiet time this morning, take a moment to lay down your 
idols and burdens to Him, if there is something that is dominating your 
thoughts, time, and actions. In an act of worship, we want to give those 
to the Father and solely desire God. We want Him to be the focus of our 
day. “Casting all your anxieties on Him, because He cares for you.” 1 
Peter 5:7 

 
3. Praise Him. 

Josh mentioned this above, but use this time to worship Him 
through song, writing, prayer, and ultimate praise as the one who 
deserves it all. However, you best worship our Savior—the one who is, 
“the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and 
he upholds the universe by the word of his power”—worship Him with 
everything you have.  We worship the God who has saved us from our 
sin and who has saved a people that actively rebel against Him. We 
cannot help but stand back in awe of the majesty and love of the Father. 
He gave His one and only Son for us so that we can live forever to worship 
Him.  
 

Here are some good songs of worship and holiness you can listen 
to today to help you recognize and respond to God: 
Echo Holy – Red Rocks Worship 
Worthy of Your Name - Passion 
Nothing Else – Cody Carnes 
So Will I - Hillsong 
 
 
 
 



How to worship tonight at College Worship: 
1. Prepare your heart for worship. 

Often times before worship, I need 5-10 minutes to prepare my 
heart for worship. Before you come, ask yourself, “Why am I here?” Why 
am I singing? To whom am I singing? To whom am I praying? For whom 
or what am I living? The reason I need that time is not about singing and 
playing guitar on a stage. I am LITERALLY approaching the creator of the 
universe in worship! I get the opportunity to praise my Lord and my 
Savior. This is my only thing I ask before worship tonight. Take it seriously 
by preparing your heart. 
 

2. Pour out your heart in worship.  
God has built us to sing and express vocally that He deserves all 

praise. Despite our mood, worshiping God through song is special and 
allows us to proclaim our faith with our voices. The songs we sing draw 
attention to attributes and deeds God has done and helps us focus and 
meditate on those. Please meditate and worship with us tonight at 
college worship. Some ways to do that include: 
 

• Expressing joy on our faces for what God has done for us. (This is 

a real struggle for Jared.) 

• Telling others about the peace and joy we experience as 

Christians. (even if it is another believer) 

• Inviting someone else to worship. 

• Meditating on the words and the truth of God in the songs, not 

just the melodies or emotion. 

• Intentionally praying that God will open our hearts to worship 

Him and praise Him for His beauty, wonder, majesty, sacrifice, and 

lordship in our lives.  

Suggested Reading:  Hebrews 4 (Disciple Group schedule), or Psalm 145-
150 as fuel for worship.  

 


