
Thursday: Share Like Crazy 

 
“Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told 
him the good news about Jesus.” Acts. 8:35 
 

If we’re honest, most of us have a little fear when it comes to 
sharing the gospel. We can fear sharing something that seems so 
personal to us. We can fear the response of the other person, maybe 
even wondering if our relationship with them will change as a result. We 
can fear being labelled as narrow-minded, bigoted, or worse. You might 
even fear messing up and pushing people further away from Jesus. It’s 
natural to have some of those thoughts about sharing the gospel. Like 
Crazy Week, however, is about letting go of the excuses that might deter 
us on a less-crazy day. We can come up with reasons not to share, but 
let’s ignore those today. In addition, we also have good reasons to share.  
 

To find some reasons worth sharing, let’s take a look at Acts 8:35 
(and the story surrounding it).  I love this simple verse about Philip 
sharing the gospel. Much of what we read in the New Testament (and in 
the book of Acts) seems like large gatherings, preaching to a crowd, 
thousands responding to the gospel (or causing a city-wide revolt). Most 
of you probably don’t read those stories and think , “That could be me.” 
But in this passage, one person shares the gospel with another in a way 
that I think can help us do the same. So, let me give you four reasons 
from this passage that help us see why we should share the gospel 
today.  
 

We share the gospel because it’s what God wants us to do. 
Before Philip ever opens his mouth to share the gospel, the Holy 

Spirit speaks to Philip. I have talked to a lot of people who want these 
kinds of moments where God speaks directly to them. They want the 
Holy Spirit to tell them where to go to college, what to major in, what 
classes to take, whom to marry, what to eat for breakfast, etc. In one of 



the rare moments in the story where God speaks directly to someone, 
he doesn’t give Philip the “plan for his life.” He tells Philip to share the 
gospel. Philip knew to share the gospel, but the Spirit directs him to an 
unexpected place to share with a specific person.  
 

I don’t expect the Holy Spirit to speak to you in exactly the same 
way today. But God’s desire for us to share the gospel hasn’t changed 
from His desire for Philip on a dusty road south of Jerusalem almost 2000 
years ago. Philip was fulfilling what Jesus said in Acts 1:8; that his 
followers would be empowered by the Holy Spirit to share the message 
of Jesus all over the world. That’s still Jesus’ desire for us, and he offers 
us the same power to do so.  
 

We share the gospel because God is often at work in someone’s life 
(even when we don’t know it). 

Some people are specifically ready to hear the gospel. When I say 
ready, I mean that sometimes God is working in someone’s life and as 
we share the gospel they think “this is what I’ve been waiting to hear.” 
That was true in Acts 8. This Ethiopian official was reading the Bible and 
didn’t understand it. Philip recognizes that the Spirit is working in the 
official’s life because he’s reading the Bible and has a question. That’s 
why it says that he began with “this Scripture.” Philip doesn’t just give a 
presentation he memorized, he listens and answers the man’s questions. 
God was at work in this (not-so-) random encounter. And similar 
encounters still happen today.  
 

Sometimes sharing the gospel with someone we’ve never met we 
find they are ready to respond because of something else happening in 
their life. Sometimes, when we share with someone we’ve known a long 
time, God’s been working in their life to prepare them for this moment. 
Sharing the gospel becomes less like, “Oh man this is all up to me, I hope 
I don’t mess this up!” and more like, “God where are you at work and 
can I be a part of it?” There are few things more exciting than getting to 



see that God is at work right there in a moment as he brings together 
you and a person who is ready to hear. We really can’t predict who those 
people will be. Sometimes the only way to find out is to start the 
conversation like Philip did. 
 

We share the gospel because it’s an incredible message to share. 
We also read that Philip shared “good news.” In fact, we could say 

that Philip shared the best news. The good news that Jesus died on the 
cross for our sins and rose from the dead to give us life is worth sharing. 
That message changed Philip’s life, and he knew it was worth sharing 
with others. 
 

In the gospel message, we find our fundamental problem and the 
only solution. We find our purpose, our value, our identity. The Ethiopian 
official had questions not just about the Bible, but about himself. He 
couldn’t find answers to his fundamental questions. But the story of 
Jesus’s perfect life, sacrificial death, and glorious resurrection did. If 
someone said to go up to a stranger or your best friend and tell them 
that they won a million dollars, most of us would be happy to do that. 
We’d be excited to do that. The truth is that we have better news than 
earthly riches, we have a message of priceless heavenly treasure. That’s 
worth sharing. 
 

We share the gospel because it changes eternities. 
We don’t get to hear what happens to the Ethiopian official after 

this encounter. But we do know that his eternity was changed. He 
traveled to Jerusalem as a sinner in need of a savior. He traveled back to 
Ethiopia forgiven and changed through faith in Jesus.  
 

There is really nothing better than getting to be a part of that 
process for someone. We know God is the one who is working in 
someone’s life and bringing salvation and change. But he uses us in the 
process and that’s better than winning the game, getting engaged, 



graduating, getting the job, buying the car, etc. Why wouldn’t we want 
to be a part of that? In fact, as soon as Philip finishes the encounter with 
Ethiopian, he moves to the next place where he continues to share the 
gospel. He can’t get enough of seeing people’s eternities changed. That 
is worth sharing.  
 

Can you come up with a reason not to share the gospel today? Sure, 
you can. Can you come up with a good reason not to share the gospel 
today? Maybe you can. But consider the reasons you have to share the 
gospel instead of the reasons you may have not to share. God wants you 
to share, God may be at work around you right now, you have a message 
worth sharing, and God may use you today, this very day, to change 
someone’s eternity. So, get crazy and do what Philip did: open up your 
mouth and tell someone the good news about Jesus.  
 

 

Putting Share Like Crazy into Practice by Brian Baird 

As Josh has shown so excellently, there are a bunch of reasons why 
we should be excited to share the gospel! As excited as we may be, 
though, sometimes the problem isn’t the lack of a willing heart, but the 
lack of opportunity. The good news is that that’s why we’ve laid out this 
section! Below, you’ll find a couple different ways to get involved with 
sharing the gospel like crazy today! Feel free to partake in as many of 
these opportunities as you can, as well as any other way you may feel 
the Lord pulling you to share your faith today! 
 

Individual Evangelism 

First, today would be a great day to share the gospel with lost 
friends, family, floormates, and peers in whom you’ve already been 
investing. If you’ve been building a relationship with a lost person and 
have been waiting for just the right time to share the gospel, use this as 
a catalyst for that conversation. Transitioning into a gospel conversation 
could be as simple as “Hey so-and-so, my college ministry has challenged 



me to share the gospel with someone today, and I would be most 
comfortable/love to/like to get practice by sharing it with you. Do you 
mind if I do that?” No matter how you transition into the conversation, 
though, I would encourage you to use today to make that conversation 
happen! “But wait?” you say, “What if I don’t know how to share the 
gospel?” Well, if that’s the case, check out the next section! 
 

E.Q.U.I.P.T. 
 First, yes, I know that equip isn’t spelled with a “T”. E.Q.U.I.P.T., 
however, is a weekly training session Linnie Hampton and I hold on 
Thursdays at 3:30 in the BCM building, and this week is no exception. 
During this time we simply encourage one another, talk about different 
aspects of evangelism, and then walk through different practical 
methods and ways to share the gospel. Then, most excitingly, we actually 
go out on our campus and evangelize our peers through Gospel Surveys. 
Whether you’ve never even thought about evangelism or you’re a pro at 
sharing your faith, I highly encourage you to come check it out and see 
how the Lord will equipT you to share your faith more effectively! (Also, 
if you’re nice, I just might fill you in on what E.Q.U.I.P.T stands for.) 
 

Gospel Surveys 

Bummed about not being able to do gospel surveys during 
E.Q.U.I.P.T.? Well, don’t I have great news for you! All throughout today 
there are people who are pros at doing gospel surveys available who 
would love to walk you through how to do that, and then go out with you 
to have some awesome conversations with students on campus! They 
won’t throw you to the wolves and make you do it by yourself (unless 
you’re down for that). But if you’re wanting to push yourself out of your 
comfort zone and witness God move through some cool conversations, I 
highly encourage you to check out this opportunity! Check out the 
groupme for more information on who’s available throughout the day 
and how to get into contact with them! 
 



Easter Egg Evangelism at the Union 

I’m extremely excited about this last opportunity we have for our 
“Share Like Crazy” day! We’re going to have a table set up in front of the 
union, and we’re going to initiate gospel conversations with passing 
students simply by asking questions related to Easter! It’s going to be 
super easy, a lot of fun, and it should enable us to cast a wide net and 
have a bunch of great conversations. And, as an added incentive, we’ll 
be giving away Easter eggs full of candy and some gift cards, so you may 
be able to snag a few pieces while you’re there. If you’re able, sign up for 
a slot through the Group Me beforehand, or just drop by anytime you’re 
free! 
 

Final Encouragement 

I know I just threw a bunch of different options at you, and being 
involved in all of them may sound a little crazy (wink wink). But I 
challenge you to jump in and get involved in as many of these options as 
you can! Remember that the Spirit is wanting to work through you in 
some exciting ways, and I believe the Lord is going to do a lot on our 
campus today! I can’t wait to hear all of the stories about the effect of 
your obedience to the Father today! If you have any questions about any 
of the options or run into any problems, feel free to reach out to me 
anytime at (903) 305-8103. I’m so excited for you, now go share like 
crazy! 
 
Suggested Reading: Hebrews 5 (Disciple Group plan) or Acts 8 for all of 
Philip’s story.  

 


