
Friday: Give Like Crazy 

 
Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7 
 

We’ve talked this semester already about the idol of money, the 
Almighty Dollar. Consumerism, the constant buying and accumulation of 
things, is so prevalent in our society that we don’t even think about it. 
We can want something, search for it, find the best one, purchase it, and 
have it delivered to our doorstep without ever leaving the bathroom. 
That’s crazy! Except that it’s not anymore, it’s normal. What’s crazy is 
saying “No” to more and more stuff. What’s crazy is giving more instead 
of getting more.  
 

We wrap up Like Crazy Week thinking about giving. If we’ve really 
engaged this week by reading (the Bible) like crazy, praying like crazy, 
worshiping like crazy, and sharing (the gospel) like crazy, then we should 
be ready to give. It would be the natural overflow of thinking about Jesus 
so much this week. Let me take us a little further though and outline 
some crazy principles from 2 Corinthians 8 & 9 that will help you give like 
crazy. Grab a Bible or pull it up on your phone so you can follow along. 
 

Crazy Receiving 
Before we talk about what we give, we have to talk about what 

we’ve received. That’s the foundation for Christian giving. Christians 
understand how much they’ve been given by God and as a result they 
give. So, if you don’t understand how much you’ve been given, you’ll 
struggle to give like crazy.  
 

In 2 Corinthians 8 & 9, we see two major ways God has given to us. 
First, Jesus gave us everything for our salvation. In 8:9 we’re told that 
Jesus gave up his riches to become poor so that we might be rich. Paul is 
describing how Jesus left the glories of heaven to experience literal 



poverty on earth. He then gave his life as a sacrifice to give us heavenly 
riches. If through faith in Christ you are forgiven and have an eternal 
heavenly home, you’ve been given something priceless.  
 

But we also see in 2 Corinthians 9:8-11 that God supplies all of our 
needs: physical and spiritual, temporary and eternal. Everything we have 
is a gift from God. Plus, God has promised to take care of our future 
needs. So, if I’ve been given the priceless gift of salvation and God is 
meeting my needs and promises to continue to do so, then I don’t have 
to cling to what I have. Instead, I am freed to give it away. Consider how 
much you’ve been given by God, and you’re starting to be ready to give 
like crazy.  
 

Crazy Contentment 
Contentment is the settled sense of satisfaction in what we already 

have. It is key to giving like crazy. If you always need more, more, more, 
then you’ll never give. You certainly won’t give much, and you probably 
won’t give willingly or joyfully. But Christians have contentment because 
we’ve been given so much by God which leads us to give like crazy.  
 

In 2 Corinthians 9:8, we read that God gives us so much that we are 
“sufficient” or we could say “content.” That makes perfect sense if we 
understand how much we’ve been given. When you have the priceless 
gift of salvation you aren’t burdened by what kind of phone you have, 
car you drive, clothes you wear, computer you use, etc. Contentment 
doesn’t mean we don’t have things, especially things we need for life and 
work. I don’t even think it means that we don’t have some things we 
want. It does mean that we are NOT constantly searching for the next 
thing, because we’re already satisfied with all that God has given us. That 
contentment frees us to then spend less on ourselves and look to give to 
others.  
 
 



Crazy Generosity 
If we’re going to give like crazy, that obviously means generosity. 

But what does crazy generosity mean? Most of us base our giving on 
what we have left over when we have everything we want or at least 
what (we think) we need. Certainly, there is great wisdom in not making 
yourself a burden to others by giving so much that you can’t take care of 
yourself. True generosity shouldn’t lead to bankruptcy. However, we do 
see in 2 Corinthians 8 & 9 that Christian giving is sacrificial; it’s crazy 
generous. In other words, we feel it. It’s not giving away an amount that 
isn’t noticeable. We give in a way that really is a sacrifice.  
 

We see two examples of this sacrifice in 2 Corinthians 8. In verse 3, 
we see the sacrificial example of the churches in Macedonia. Paul doesn’t 
write that they gave a lot. He doesn’t even write that they gave 
sacrificially. He writes that they gave “beyond their means.” They gave 
more than was reasonable; it was a little crazy. It certainly was sacrificial. 
But then we see an even greater example. Jesus is the ultimate example 
of sacrificial giving. What did he give? He gave everything. As we saw 
earlier in verse 9 that he became poor and entered poverty to make us 
rich. And ultimately he gave everything by dying on the cross. That 
doesn’t mean we all should empty our bank accounts to give to others. 
But it does mean we regularly sacrifice  in crazy generosity following the 
example of Jesus. 
 

Crazy Joy 
Finally, you could do everything we’ve said so far and still not 

please God. In the verse we started this devotion (2 Corinthians 9:7), we 
saw that God loves cheerful giving. In order to cheerfully give, you’ll need 
to understand all we’ve talked about so far. But you also have to find joy 
in what giving does. In 9:12 we read that the giving by the Corinthian 
church will do two things. It will meet the needs of a church. We should 
have great joy in letting God use us to help those in need, especially 
fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. Secondly, Paul says that the giving 



will result in thanks and praise to God. When we bless others with giving, 
God is worshiped even more. That’s why we can joyfully give—because 
we know that the giving will result in praise to God and that’s better than 
a new cell phone or another pair of shoes.  
 

When we know how much God has given us, and we are content 
with all that He has given, then we give like crazy, and we do so with a 
smile on our faces and joy in our hearts. My hope is that because of all 
that Jesus has done for you, you will joyfully give like crazy today. Maybe 
even today will begin a journey for you of ever-increasing joyful sacrificial 
giving. 
 

Crazy Response by Sarah Falknor 
As you have been challenged all this week to focus on Jesus and do 

what he says, take a moment to think about how the biblical concepts 
Josh has laid out apply to your life and your giving.    

 
Chart Your Money Habits 

Part of both not going bankrupt and being a good steward of your 
resources is knowing how much money you make and how you spend it.  
Personal financial knowledge is a great first step to excessive generosity.  
After all, giving requires intentionality, and there are few activities more 
organized and disciplined than a good, old-fashioned budget.  Here is the 
outline for a reverse budget.  Rather than planning out how you are going 
to spend your money in April, fill this out for how you have already 
received and used resources over the month of March in order to track 
your money habits.  Pour over online banking records, receipts, and your 
memory to fill in these categories.  

 
 
 
 
 



MARCH 2021 

Money In Amount 

Work   

Miscellaneous 
income  

Total  

Money Out Amount 

Living expenses  

Groceries  

Eating out  

Shopping  

Other  

Saving  

Tithe  

Generous giving  

Total  

 
Reflect - What categories of spending keep you from being 
generous with your money?  How can you adjust your money 
habits to honor God and help people with the resources you 
have?     

 
Giving Today 

 Speaking of allocating resources from spending to giving, today as 
you fast, consider donating the money you would otherwise spend on 
food to the Cooperative Emergency Outreach.  CEO is a cooperative 
effort between churches in this area to serve residents of Washington 
county by providing food, rent money, and other resources to people 



who need help.  This volunteer-led non-profit keeps track of who has 
used resources and when in an effort to responsibly meet needs.  You 
can donate through the church app or website fbcfayetteville.org by 
clicking on More>>Giving.  

 
Get Creative 

 Keep in mind that there are other ways to give beyond financial 
donations.  Look for any opportunities to give in tangible ways today.  Be 
creative in giving of your time, your words, your service, your love.  Keep 
your eyes open for needs that need to be met, and meet them!  

 Here’s a challenge to keep things more specific: 
● Give to someone you live with or see every day 
● Give to a stranger 
● Give to someone working a thankless job 

 
Final Encouragements  

 Whether you work five jobs or your income is about $15 a month, 
what God cares about is sacrificial, beyond-your-means crazy giving, not 
the dollar amount.  He has all wealth in his hands, yet he calls us to give 
just to show that money does not rule us and that we trust him.  I’m no 
proponent of the prosperity gospel, but I do know God is abundantly 
generous with the generous and that everything he calls us to do yields 
great joy for us and encouragement for the saints as we meet physical 
needs.  So, be bold in the way you love and hold to contentment and 
pursue generosity with intentionality. 
 
 
Suggested Reading:  Hebrews 6 (Disciple Group plan) or 2 Corinthians 8-
9 to focus on giving.  

 


