
Schedule of Activities 
 

Sunday March 28-Like Crazy Kick-off 
5:30pm…………………..……….……………………..….…………..Disciple Groups 

 
Monday March 29-Read Like Crazy 

5:30pm………………………….………………………………..…..Meal Trade Monday 
Picnic outside the BCM like usual.  

 
Wednesday March 31-Worship Like Crazy 

7:30pm………………………………………………………………………College Worship 
We will worship, hear about God’s amazing grace and incredible mercy, and 

spend some time talking about it in small groups.  
 

Thursday April 1-Share Like Crazy 
All day……………………………………………………….…………………Gospel surveys 
Sign up in the Group Me to pair up with a student experienced in gospel surveys. 

 

11:00am-2:00pm……………………………….…………………Easter Egg Outreach 
Outreach at a table outside the Union. Sign up or get more info in the Group Me.  

 
12:00pm…………………………………………………..………………………Start fasting 
After lunch (not necessarily at a specific time), stop eating food and start focusing 

on Jesus instead. See the instructions on fasting later in the guide.  
 

3:30pm……………………………………………………EQUIPT Evangelism Training 
Join Brian and Linnie at the BCM to learn how to share like crazy. 

 
7:00pm………………………………………………………………Lord’s Supper Service 

FBC hosts this short service each year called the Maundy Thursday service. 

 
Friday April 2-Give Like Crazy 

6:00pm………………………………………….…………………Meal to Break the Fast 
After about 30 hours of fasting, we’ll enjoy a meal together at FBC.  



 

7:00pm………………………………………….….…………………Good Friday Service 
Join us as we worship and hear Josh preach on the significance of the cross.  

 

Saturday April 3-Egg Like Crazy 
9:45am………………………………………………….…………Easter Egg Hunt Set-up 

We’ll be getting ready to host the Easter Egg Hunt at Rodney Ryan Park in the 
Stonebridge Meadows Neighborhood.  

 

10:30am……………………….………………………………….…………Easter Egg Hunt  
We’ll register families, give away gifts from FBC, then let kids gather eggs.  

 

11:00am…………………………………………………….………….………..…Wiffle Ball 
We’ll enjoy our time in the park after the egg hunt by playing wiffle ball. We’ll 
play a game or two just college students. Then the youth want to challenge us.  

 

Sunday April 4-Easter Like Crazy 
9:00am or 10:30am………………………………………….………….Easter Worship 
No Bible study this Sunday, two morning worship services at either 9 or 10:30am. 



What is Like Crazy Week? 
 

All of our lives get busy.  We all have distractions that pull us away 
from eternal and godly priorities.  This is especially true in college.  Work, 
social life, and silly things like tests, papers, and projects pull at our time.  
Before we know it, we realize we haven’t been in God’s Word in weeks.  
We are reminded that other than “Please let me pass” or, “Lord, please 
let us win this game,” we haven’t prayed much.  We know we need to be 
sharing the gospel, but it hasn’t happened.  So what do we do to “reset” 
in the middle of all the busyness that pulls us away from God’s purposes 
and priorities in our lives?  That’s where Like Crazy Week helps. 
 

Like Crazy Week is all about resetting our priorities and focusing on 
Jesus.  It’s about choosing Scripture over social media, prayer over 
Netflix, spiritual growth over entertainment.  We don’t want you to stop 
doing the things you need to do for school or work, but we want you to 
make appropriate time for Christ, by cutting out everything else.  For me, 
it means limited television, streaming, and social media in order to spend 
more time in prayer, Scripture, true community, and sharing the gospel.  
For one week, we want to go without a lot of things that can fill up our 
schedules to focus on things that fill up our souls.  And hopefully after a 
week of this, it will make a difference that brings change to next week 
too.  
 

So how do we begin?  This guide will help you by giving you a 
specific way to focus on Jesus each day.  Each day features a spiritual 
discipline. This semester they are read, pray, worship, share, & give (like 
crazy).  Each day (or the night before) read the designated devotional, in 
which I (Josh) walk us through some Scripture that helps us understand 
why and how we read, pray, worship, share, and give. Then my interns 
(Maggie, Isaac, Jared, Brian, & Sarah) wrote some helpful suggestions on 
what to do based on the devotional.  In addition, each day has Scripture 
readings and prayer suggestions.  If you’ll read through this guide, you’ll 



know exactly what to do to make this week about Jesus (and a little 
crazy). 
 

Like Crazy Week isn’t really about a bunch of activity. It’s more 
about your being alone with the Lord and letting that impact how you 
spend the rest of your time. We want you to take a step (or two or three) 
toward Jesus this week. If you haven’t read the Bible in the while, we 
want you to read it. If you’re already reading it consistently, we want you 
to read more than you normally would (maybe a crazy amount). And 
then we’ll ask you to do the same thing with prayer, worship, sharing the 
gospel, and giving.  
 

Though the week is not about activities, you’ll notice there are 
some special opportunities this week. I hope you’ll take advantage of 
those. This week is not only Like Crazy Week, it’s also Holy Week—the 
week leading up to Easter. It’s the perfect week to give more attention 
to Jesus than we normally do as we remember his sacrificial death and 
glorious resurrection.   
 

It’s been almost four years since we had a Like Crazy Week. As we 
bring it back, I’m reminded how much I need it. I need to reset my life 
and refocus on Jesus.  I’m guessing you do too.  I pray that you would 
make your life this week eat, sleep, work, study, Jesus.  Or maybe better 
said, Jesus, then only what else is necessary.  And I pray that we would 
realize that Jesus is what really satisfies us. 

 



Monday: Read Like Crazy 
  
“But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly 
believed, knowing from whom you learned it and how from childhood you 
have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make 
you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is 
breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every good work.” 2 Timothy 3:14-17 
 

When Tracy and I were dating, we spent a summer apart while I 
was working for a youth camp. In those days, we didn’t have the kind of 
instant access and communication we have today. Email was barely a 
thing back then and most of us had to go to computer lab to access it.  So, 
Tracy and I communicated in two main ways over that summer—a phone 
call on weekends and handwritten letters. Getting a letter from Tracy 
was a highlight each week. To this day, I have those letters. They are a 
significant part of our story. The reasons those letters are so significant 
is who wrote them, what they are about, and how they shaped our 
relationship. The same things are true of the Bible.  
 

The Bible is significant because of who wrote it. 
We see in 2 Timothy 3:16 that Scripture comes from the mouth of 

God. He breathed it out. The very one who created the universe and 
created you wrote this book. That should make a huge difference in how 
we approach the Bible. I got letters that summer from more than just 
Tracy, but hers were the best because of the kind of relationship we had. 
Who wrote the letter made a difference.  
 

“If God wrote a book would you read it?” That’s how a guy I know 
talks about the Bible. That’s what makes the Bible special. Not just that 
it’s about God, but it’s from God. Lots of books are about God. Some of 
those books are good, others not so much. But only one is truly from the 



mouth of God, the Bible. That ought to be enough to convince us to read 
it. But wait, there’s more.  
 

The Bible is also significant because of what it tells us. 
In 2 Timothy 3:15, Paul tells us that in the Scriptures we find 

salvation through faith in Jesus. In other words, the message of salvation 
is the message of Scripture. From beginning to end, we find the story of 
redemption. We find in the Bible that we, like all humanity, are created 
by God, broken and in need of a savior, and can trust in Jesus for our 
salvation. That’s great news. There is no better story. This is what we 
need to hear over and over again.  
 

Chances are, you probably let a few other competing stories crowd 
out your time in the Scripture.  We think that the latest social media 
posts or another streaming episode will satisfy our souls. In fact, Tik-Tok 
and Netflix are counting on you believing that. But what we really need 
to hear, again and again, is the true story about the God who created us, 
who we are, especially our fundamental problem of sin and separation 
from God, the solution to the problem provided by the sacrifice Jesus 
made for us on the cross, and how to trust in and be changed by Jesus.  
 

Just like the letters I read each week from Tracy, the Bible tells us 
about love, about a relationship. It’s not a romantic relationship, it’s 
better than that. It’s about the relationship between the creator and his 
creation. Even better, it’s about the relationship between a heavenly 
father and his children. It’s what we need to hear and that ought to get 
us to read it. But wait, there’s more.  
 

The Bible is also significant because of how is shapes us. 
Stories, at least good ones, don’t just entertain or provide 

information. Good stories shape us. They change how we see the world. 
They change what we love and what we don’t. Paul tells us in 2 Timothy 
3:16-17 that the Scripture tells us what to believe (teaching), what not 



to believe (reproof), what not to do (correction), and what to do 
(training). It shapes our whole lives. Paul then says the purpose of this 
shaping is to equip us. In other words, when we know the Word of God, 
we are equipped to live out God’s purposes. If we are not shaped by the 
God’s Word, we’re like a football player without his helmet, ill-equipped. 
We may make it for a while, but eventually someone will end up carrying 
us off the field. 
 

The letters I have from Tracy shaped me and set the stage for the 
future of our relationship. The Scripture does the same for an even more 
significant relationship. I know my heavenly Father by reading this book 
which He wrote, which tells me about the salvation I need and shapes 
me to live out his purposes in the world. That’s a book unlike any other. 
It’s definitely worth reading.  
 

PUTTING READ LIKE CRAZY INTO PRACTICE - by Maggie Fuller 
Josh shoots it to us straight. Bible reading is essential to our 

relationship with our Creator. If we aren’t reading His book, then how 
are we to hear what He has to say to us? How are we to know what He 
wants for us? In addition, how we respond is equally important. For 
example, consider journaling while reading during your quiet time. It is 
not only a great way to comprehend what you’re taking in, but also to 
practically apply it to your life. 
 

HOW MUCH AM I SUPPOSED TO READ? WHAT IF I DON’T LIKE 
READING? 

Scripture actually doesn’t give us a specific “amount” of Bible intake we 
should have each day. But there is something inherently special about 
reading a physical copy of God’s Word. It allows us to sit, read, and 
meditate seamlessly as long as we want. Whether you’re new to reading 
your Bible or you’ve been doing it for years, we want today to be a day 
where you push yourself in the amount of time spent absorbing 
Scripture. Whatever you normally find yourself doing, we’re going to ask 



you to do just a tad bit more. Here are some suggestions to get ya 
started. 

• A great way to get introduced to Scripture reading is by starting 
with a Psalm a day. The Psalms are a collection of short (and 
sometimes long *cough* 119 *cough*) songs of thankfulness, 
lament, worship, heartache, misery, confidence… the list is endless 
honestly. Something I have loved to do is to read “The Psalm of the 
Day.” Because today is the 29th, you could read Psalm 29, 59, 89, 
119, or 149. Sit and meditate on what God is saying to you through 
His Word! 

o Bonus challenge: read one Psalm when you wake up and one 
before going to bed. No prize. Just Jesus :)  

• One of my absolute favorite books of the Bible is the letter of 
James. It’s a book I think every Christian could benefit from reading 
every single day. James shoots it to you straight concerning 
Christlikeness, our downfalls, and how our entire being is reliant 
upon our Creator. Another great thing about this book though, is 
that it’s only five chapters! James is a letter that you can read 
through in one sitting. Maybe try setting aside 30 minutes to really 
dive into what James has to say and really reflect on how your 
current life lines up with this letter.  

• If you want a little more of a challenge, Hebrews is a 13-chapter 
book full of great content about the connection between the 
Levitical law, Jewish tradition, and Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. 
This book is not only great to read if you want to grow in your 
personal faith but also in your knowledge of the Biblical narrative 
as a whole. Spend just one hour of your day today reading through 
the book of Hebrews and really try to piece together not only how 
the Old and New Testaments are connected but also what this 
means for your faith and salvation today. 

• BUT, for those who don’t have a Bible, don’t like reading, or don’t 
know how to read… listen up. There’s this super cool thing called 
YouTube where you can look up audio versions of Scripture. You 



can theoretically listen to Scripture literally all day if you wanted to. 
But you could also put a book on and listen to it while you’re getting 
ready, making dinner, walking to class, studying. The possibilities 
are endless. The whole goal is to surround yourself with God’s 
Word as much as you can today, and that can include listening to 
it.  

 

OKAY, BUT WHAT IF I GET DISTRACTED? 

I am the absolute QUEEN of short attention spans. I literally cannot go 5 
minutes without getting distracted, so getting to the point of reading 
chapters of my Bible at a time without stopping halfway through has 
been a long journey. BUT I have found some really good things to help 
with distractions! 

• Get your phone out of here. 
o If you’re being completely honest with yourself, you know 

that your phone is your biggest distraction—it’s always with 
us! When reading your Bible, it’s so important to have your 
focus be solely on Scripture. Turning your phone on “do not 
disturb” is a total and complete game changer. Turn it off, put 
it in another room, take off your smart watch. Whatever is 
happening on your phone can wait! 

• Have a sticky note close by. 
o Unless you’re like a total superhuman, you’ve probably 

experienced times when you cannot turn your brain off. You 
just keep thinking about things that need to be done, who you 
need to call, big ideas for your future. And sometimes, those 
thoughts come in the middle of Bible study (how heckin 
rude). Having a sticky note or a spare piece of paper is a great 
way to get your thoughts out quickly and where you won’t 
forget.  

• Get by yourself. 
o Another one of the biggest distractions you can come across 

is other people. Reading Scripture is quite literally having 



alone time with your Creator and Lord. Don’t short Him by 
only giving Him half of your attention. Not only is it good for 
your relationship with Him, but it is also a good witness. The 
number of times I have seen Jenna in her room doing her 
quiet time is honestly pretty encouraging and convicting. 
Seeing her make Scripture a priority in her life shows me how 
I should be doing that as well. 

 

WHAT IF I DON’T HAVE TIME? 

Make the time! The hard truth is that if you want to do it, then 
you’ll make the time. And if you don’t want to do it, then do it anyway. I 
heard it described once that reading your Bible is like when the lights 
come on when you’ve been surrounded by darkness for too long, like 
when you look at your phone in the middle of the night. It takes a while 
to get used to a bright light in your eyes, and sometimes it can be 
uncomfortable, but you eventually get used to it and ultimately can’t 
look away (or put your phone down). If we haven’t read our Bible 
recently, our human minds aren’t used to its glory and weight. But 
eventually, with discipline and God’s grace, we desire it so much that the 
concept of not having time to read is completely foreign to us. That being 
said, the first step to getting to that point is to, honestly, just force 
yourself to do it. 
 

FINAL ENCOURAGEMENTS 

 The main thing to remember when reading our Bibles is that it is 
literally the words of our Creator, Lord, and Savior. It’s easy to get caught 
up in the technicals of it all when really the simple truth is that it’s 
extraordinarily holy. There is nothing greater, more special, or more 
trustworthy than the book that you’re (probably) holding right now.  
 
Suggested Reading: Psalms (as Maggie suggested above), James (5 
chapters) or Hebrews (13 Chapters). This week the Disciple Group 
reading plan is in Hebrews.  



Tuesday: Pray Like Crazy 
 

“Pray then like this: ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven 
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.’” 
Matthew 6:9-13 
 

I doubt there’s anything in the Christian life that we know we 
should do—but fail to do regularly—more than pray. If I asked every 
single student in our group, “Should we pray?” I’m guessing every single 
one would say, “Yes!” But if I followed up with, “How much have you 
prayed lately?” I bet the answer would be less emphatic. I know that can 
be true in my life, and I’m sure it has been for many of you.  
 

In Matthew 6, Jesus helps us to understand prayer in some 
revolutionary ways. I think it was revolutionary for those who heard it 
the first time. It has also been revolutionary for me. Few passages have 
impacted my daily life more than this passage as Jesus teaches us how 
and why we pray. If you’re going to do anything, you have to know why 
you do it and how to do it. So, let’s make sure we know how and why we 
pray.  
 

Why We Pray 
The first words of this model prayer show us why we pray—“Our 

Father.” Jesus already explained in Matthew 6 that we don’t pray to put 
on a show like a hypocrite (vs. 5-6). He then said that we don’t pray to 
manipulate God like a pagan (vs. 7-8) . We pray because we have a 
Father in heaven who loves us and wants to meet our needs. Jesus will 
say this again in Matthew 7:7-11. He’s a good father who knows how to 
give good gifts to his children. So, what should we do? We should ask for 
what we need, knowing God can and wants to provide it.  
 



As long as we think that God is not really interested in our lives, we 
won’t pray. As long as we think we have to manipulate God to get what 
we want, we’ll pray reluctantly. As long as we just want to show off with 
our prayer, we’ll only pray rarely. But when we know we have a Father 
who loves us and wants to meet our needs, we pray fervently. When we 
recognize that we are dependent on God for all of our needs, we pray 
frequently. If we struggle to pray regularly, is it because of how we are 
approaching prayer? Or even better, is it because of how we think about 
the God we approach in prayer? Jesus helps us to see that we pray to a 
Father who loves us and wants to meet our needs.  
 

How We Pray 
Jesus then gives us this model prayer. He tells us how to pray. First, 

Jesus helps us to see that prayer aligns our hearts with God’s desires. 
That’s a big part of how we pray. We ask God for the things we know 
God wants. We don’t just come with our list of needs or wants. We don’t 
try to rub the lamp and get the genie God to give us what we think will 
make us most happy. We ask God to help us want the things God wants. 
 

Jesus gives us three short phrases to start the prayer that are all 
about asking for our lives to align with the realities of heaven. I like to 
say that with these requests, we’re asking for heaven to come to earth. 
We ask for the realities of heaven to be realities on earth, as we see in 
the phrase “on Earth as it is in heaven.” These heavenly priorities are that 
God would be worshiped, that his name would be hallowed. Next we 
pray, that God’s reign over the world would  be recognized, that his 
kingdom would come. And lastly, we ask that God’s desires would be 
accomplished, his will would be done. We want these things in our lives 
and on the earth. We recognize that we can choose to worship the wrong 
things, be ruled by the wrong things, and want the wrong things. So, we 
ask God to change that.  
 



That’s how we start in prayer, by praying for what God has already 
told us what to ask for. If your struggle in prayer is, “Does God want to 
answer my prayer?” then knowing who God is and asking for what we 
know he wants to do is a good place to start.  
 

I’ve also heard people ask, “If God answered all of your prayers, 
what would happen?” Would your life really be changed? Would the 
campus be changed? Would the world? We start our prayers by aligning 
our hearts with God’s desires and asking that the realities of heaven 
would be reality on earth. That’s the kind of prayer that changes us, our 
campus, and nations of the world.  
 

Then, we pray asking for the things we need. I like to say, we ask 
heaven for the things we need on earth. Jesus uses three short phrases 
again to show that we need God’s help for our daily needs. In particular 
we ask God for daily bread, daily forgiveness, and daily protection from 
sin. We see that we need our heavenly father to provide our basic 
physical and spiritual needs. When we pray for these things, we 
recognize that we’re dependent on God for them. When we don’t, we 
essentially say, “We’ve got this; we don’t really need God.”   
 

So, what do you need right now? Have you asked God? God is ready 
to meet our needs and the needs of those around us. He cares about the 
simple needs in your life like what you will eat today. He cares about your 
greatest need, forgiveness for your sins. So in the big, small, and 
everything in between, for yourself and those around you, for our church 
and the world, ask God for what you need. 
 

People sometimes say of prayer, “it’s the least I can do.” I say 
instead, “It’s the least and best I can do.” I’m giving the need to God who 
has the power and wisdom to provide it. So go to your heavenly Father, 
ask heaven to come to earth aligning your desires with his, and ask 



heaven for the things you need on earth looking to God in dependence 
for all your needs.  
 

Putting Pray Like Crazy into Practice by Isaac Puckett 
As you start the day, here are some things to pray for, and ways 

you can pray.  Remember that today is about pushing the boundaries of 
what you normally do in terms of prayer.  Today we are going to pray like 
crazy.  The best way to do that is to do it from the very beginning to the 
very end of the day; so be intentional about starting the day in prayer 
and ending it in prayer.  Instead of getting on your phones when you 
wake up, pray that you will be continually filled by God.  And end today 
with a prayer of thanksgiving to God for the ways you’ve seen him work. 
 
Things to Pray For: 
1.   People to worship (“Hallowed be your name”) 

2.   The lost to recognize God’s reign (“Your Kingdom come”) 

3.   God’s desires would be accomplished (“Your will be done”) 

4.   Yourself to not give in when you are tempted to sin 

5.   Opportunities to share the gospel with someone and that the Holy  

Spirit would empower you with the words to say when that 

opportunity comes 

6.   Specific people (Your discipleship group, specific friends [believers  

or nonbelievers], the leaders of our country, professors)-use the 

prayer guide for listed at the end of the devotion.  

7.   Overseas missions and missionaries 

8.   Local missions and missionaries 

9.   Yourself to display the fruits of the spirit to those around you today 

10. Your contentment to be found in God and that you would not look  

for it elsewhere 

 
 



Methods of Prayer: 
1. A.C.T.S: Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, and Supplication.  

This is a simple acronym you can follow when praying.  Adoration: 

praise God for who he is.  “All things were created through him and 

for him.  And he is before all things, and in him all things hold 

together” (Colossians 1:16-17).  Confession: admit your sins and 

ask for forgiveness from the one who is “faithful and just to forgive 

us our sins” (I John 1:9).  Thanksgiving: thank God for the many 

blessings he has given you (most of all in Jesus’ sacrificing himself 

on the cross so we can have a right relationship with Him).  

Supplication: bring yours and others’ needs before God, the 

ultimate provider of all that we need. 

2. Group or Partner Prayer. Pray with one or two other people.  Pray 

for each other’s needs and be honest with one another. 

3. Pray Aloud. Praying out loud is a great way to stay focused in 

prayer.  If your mind wanders when praying silently, this is a great 

technique to remain focused. 

Quick Ways to Pray (0 - 10 minutes): 
1. Make a list of things you can pray for, either on your phone or on 

a paper you can keep with you throughout the day and pray for 

these things whenever you have just a minute or two. 

2. Pray for things as they come up.  It is not always our first instinct 

to pray for things as they come up, but starting your day in prayer 

will help this be a very natural response to the craziness of 

everyday life. 

A little Longer (10 - 30 minutes): 
1. Pray through a passage.  If you find yourself with a bit of time, read 

through a Proverb or Psalm, and as you do, praise God for who he 

is and what he has done as evidenced by the passage. Ask Him to 

help you understand any questions you have that the chapter 



highlights, and confess any sin the Holy Spirit convicts you of as you 

read God’s holy word. 

2. Prayer walk.  If you, like me, get easily distracted when alone, walk 

around outside (campus is great for this) and pray for the things 

around you.  Pray for the people you pass by.  Pray for the different 

organizations and majors associated with buildings you see.  Praise 

God for the beautiful weather (hopefully). 

I Want to Pray Like Crazy (30 + minutes): 
1. Extended Prayer Time.  Set aside a chunk of time that is longer than 

you would normally pray (maybe even an hour) and give that time 

to God by praying and listening to what he has to say to you 

through his word.  A good idea would be to go into this time with a 

list of things to pray for.  If you notice your mind starts to wander, 

remember who you are praying to, the creator of everything you’ve 

ever seen or studied and everything that you haven’t, too.  Focus 

on his glory, and rely on him to sustain you. 

Things to Remember: 
1. God is our father, but He is also our king. 

2. God is our king, but He is also our father. 

 
Suggested Reading: Hebrews 3 (Disciple Group plan) or Matthew 6 (on 
prayer and more). 
 

 



Wednesday: Worship Like Crazy 

 
“Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! “For who 
has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?” “Or who 
has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?” For from him and 
through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. ' I 
appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the 
will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” Romans 11:36-
12:2 
 

We often use the word worship in church maybe without even 
really considering what it means. Worship simply means that we 
recognize and respond to greatness. All people look at something as 
great, even as the greatest good in their life. That could be God, 
themselves, a relationship, a celebrity or political figure, nature, a hobby, 
or a number of other things. The Bible claims that one of the most 
important issues in your life is what you worship. In other words, you 
already probably worship like crazy. We want to make sure that you are 
worshiping God like crazy and not something else.  
 

To make sure we are worshiping correctly, I take us to Romans 
11:33-12:2. At the end of a discussion in Romans 9-11, which is really 
difficult to understand, Paul closes by recognizing and responding to 
God’s greatness. This passage is a favorite of mine and helps us to 
worship like crazy (correctly) by rightly recognizing and responding to 
God.  
 

Recognize the Greatness of God 
We can see the greatness of God in two ways in this passage.  



 
First, we see how amazing God is in his character. Paul starts the 

passage by simply describing what God is like. For example, he describes 
God as unlimited. He writes in verse 33 about the depth of God’s riches, 
wisdom, and knowledge. In other words, if you tried to dig down to the 
bottom of God’s resources, you’d never get there: same thing for his 
wisdom and knowledge. God has endless resources, wisdom, and 
knowledge. Paul then adds that God’s judgment and ways are 
unsearchable and inscrutable. That’s “Bible talk” for “God’s wisdom is 
unlimited;” in other words, it will never fit inside our brains. We will 
never fully understand it because we’re limited and he’s not. If we’re 
going to worship like crazy we’re going to recognize that God is 
unlimited. In fact, we’ll recognize that he alone is unlimited and 
therefore worthy of our praise.  
 

Paul doesn’t stop there. God also needs nothing. Paul quotes from 
the Old testament in verse 34 to demonstrate that God doesn’t need our 
advice. God has never said to any of us, “Can you help me figure this out, 
what do you think I should do?” Then, in verse 35, Paul describes how 
God doesn’t need our stuff either. God has also never said to one of us, 
“I’m a little short of funds, can you help me out?” He needs nothing, and 
once again, we can only make that statement about God. Everything in 
creation is dependent on something else to live. But not God. He needs 
nothing and is therefore worthy of our praise.  
 

Paul sums up the greatness of God’s character with a summary 
statement in verse 36. He declares that God is the source, sustainer, and 
goal of all things. Why does the world exist? God. He’s the source of all 
life. He created the world and he breathed life into you. He’s also the 
sustainer of all things. The reason your heart keeps beating, the world 
keeps spinning, and the universe doesn’t collapse into chaos is because 
God sustains it. And because God created and sustains the universe, he 
deserves all praise. In fact, it seems silly to praise what someone wears 



on the red carpet, or a game winning homerun, or a work of art, or 
anything else when we consider that kind of greatness. We recognize 
God’s greatness in his amazing character.  
 

We also see how God is amazing in what he’s done for us. The 
whole context of this praise is about God working out his plan of 
salvation through Jesus. In 11:30-32, just before our passage, and in 12;1, 
Paul specifically describes the mercy of God. We recognize the greatness 
of God’s mercy toward us through the salvation God provides in the 
death and resurrection of his son Jesus. We regularly recognize great 
things that people do for us. But what Christ did by dying for our salvation 
is incomparable with any other act in history. He paid a greater cost than 
anyone else has for us, enduring the wrath of God. He provided a greater 
good than anyone else ever will for us, eternal salvation. And Jesus paid 
this cost and gave us this good, not because we deserved it, but simply 
because of the great mercy of God. So, we recognize that God is worthy 
of praise because of what he’s done for us particularly in his mercy-
driven salvation.   
 

Respond to the Greatness of God. 
If something is truly great, then we respond. Like the Psalmist says 

in Psalm 145:3, “Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praise.” Paul 
demonstrates the same thing in this passage. He shows two appropriate 
ways we respond in worship. 
 

We give God praise. All of 11:33-36 is a sudden outburst of song to 
God. Even if we aren’t really singers, or music people, we know that we 
sing about what we love. We declare praise. We shout for and cheer on 
our sport teams. We confess in notes and poems the beauty of that 
special someone. We applaud great achievements. We even “like” or 
“heart” images and announcement on our feeds. We naturally respond 
in song, affirmation, applause, or praise to things we value and see as 
great. So, Paul closes verse 36 with a declaration of unending praise to 



God. We will give God the glory he’s due for eternity, and there should 
be plenty of moments now where we do the same. That could happen 
when we’re gathered at a worship service where we sing together to 
God, or with a small group of friends when we are reminded of God’s 
faithfulness to us, or all alone reading the Bible when we are reminded 
of God’s mercy for us. We respond by giving God praise, by telling him 
and sometimes others about his greatness. 
 

We give God our lives. Paul doesn’t stop with words of praise. He 
tells us in Romans 12:1 that we respond to God’s mercies by putting our 
lives on the altar. The imagery here is of total surrender. We no longer 
make animal sacrifices for sins because Jesus was the perfect and final 
sacrifice. We also no longer worship with animal sacrifices. Instead, Paul 
says we (figuratively) put our bodies on the altar as a sacrifice. In other 
words, we give ourselves totally to God. We can sing a bunch of songs 
but never give God our lives. That’s not a response worthy of the God we 
read about in this passage. We give ourselves completely to God: our 
desires, our money, our time, our relationships, all of who we are. And 
as a result, we see in 12:1-2 that God is pleased.  
 

I have no doubt you will recognize and respond to something great 
today. My hope is that you will recognize the one who is greater than all, 
for who he is and what he’s done in showing you mercy. As a result, I also 
hope that you will respond appropriately with song and surrender.  
 

Putting Worship Like Crazy into Practice by Jared Ruff 
How to worship during the day: 
1. Count your Blessings from Him. 

Often times, we get caught up in the busyness and negativity of life. 
In these times, if we stop to count our blessings we will be amazed at 
how many ways God has blessed us, despite our circumstances. 
Whenever I pray for an extended period of time, I easily find myself 



praising Him for His blessings. So take a moment today and consider all 
the good things that God has done for you and respond to Him for those.  

 
2. Surrender to Him. 

During quiet time this morning, take a moment to lay down your 
idols and burdens to Him, if there is something that is dominating your 
thoughts, time, and actions. In an act of worship, we want to give those 
to the Father and solely desire God. We want Him to be the focus of our 
day. “Casting all your anxieties on Him, because He cares for you.” 1 
Peter 5:7 

 
3. Praise Him. 

Josh mentioned this above, but use this time to worship Him 
through song, writing, prayer, and ultimate praise as the one who 
deserves it all. However, you best worship our Savior—the one who is, 
“the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and 
he upholds the universe by the word of his power”—worship Him with 
everything you have.  We worship the God who has saved us from our 
sin and who has saved a people that actively rebel against Him. We 
cannot help but stand back in awe of the majesty and love of the Father. 
He gave His one and only Son for us so that we can live forever to worship 
Him.  
 

Here are some good songs of worship and holiness you can listen 
to today to help you recognize and respond to God: 
Echo Holy – Red Rocks Worship 
Worthy of Your Name - Passion 
Nothing Else – Cody Carnes 
So Will I - Hillsong 
 
 
 
 



How to worship tonight at College Worship: 
1. Prepare your heart for worship. 

Often times before worship, I need 5-10 minutes to prepare my 
heart for worship. Before you come, ask yourself, “Why am I here?” Why 
am I singing? To whom am I singing? To whom am I praying? For whom 
or what am I living? The reason I need that time is not about singing and 
playing guitar on a stage. I am LITERALLY approaching the creator of the 
universe in worship! I get the opportunity to praise my Lord and my 
Savior. This is my only thing I ask before worship tonight. Take it seriously 
by preparing your heart. 
 

2. Pour out your heart in worship.  
God has built us to sing and express vocally that He deserves all 

praise. Despite our mood, worshiping God through song is special and 
allows us to proclaim our faith with our voices. The songs we sing draw 
attention to attributes and deeds God has done and helps us focus and 
meditate on those. Please meditate and worship with us tonight at 
college worship. Some ways to do that include: 
 

• Expressing joy on our faces for what God has done for us. (This is 

a real struggle for Jared.) 

• Telling others about the peace and joy we experience as 

Christians. (even if it is another believer) 

• Inviting someone else to worship. 

• Meditating on the words and the truth of God in the songs, not 

just the melodies or emotion. 

• Intentionally praying that God will open our hearts to worship 

Him and praise Him for His beauty, wonder, majesty, sacrifice, and 

lordship in our lives.  

Suggested Reading:  Hebrews 4 (Disciple Group schedule), or Psalm 145-
150 as fuel for worship.  

 



Thursday: Share Like Crazy 

 
“Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told 
him the good news about Jesus.” Acts. 8:35 
 

If we’re honest, most of us have a little fear when it comes to 
sharing the gospel. We can fear sharing something that seems so 
personal to us. We can fear the response of the other person, maybe 
even wondering if our relationship with them will change as a result. We 
can fear being labelled as narrow-minded, bigoted, or worse. You might 
even fear messing up and pushing people further away from Jesus. It’s 
natural to have some of those thoughts about sharing the gospel. Like 
Crazy Week, however, is about letting go of the excuses that might deter 
us on a less-crazy day. We can come up with reasons not to share, but 
let’s ignore those today. In addition, we also have good reasons to share.  
 

To find some reasons worth sharing, let’s take a look at Acts 8:35 
(and the story surrounding it).  I love this simple verse about Philip 
sharing the gospel. Much of what we read in the New Testament (and in 
the book of Acts) seems like large gatherings, preaching to a crowd, 
thousands responding to the gospel (or causing a city-wide revolt). Most 
of you probably don’t read those stories and think , “That could be me.” 
But in this passage, one person shares the gospel with another in a way 
that I think can help us do the same. So, let me give you four reasons 
from this passage that help us see why we should share the gospel 
today.  
 

We share the gospel because it’s what God wants us to do. 
Before Philip ever opens his mouth to share the gospel, the Holy 

Spirit speaks to Philip. I have talked to a lot of people who want these 
kinds of moments where God speaks directly to them. They want the 
Holy Spirit to tell them where to go to college, what to major in, what 
classes to take, whom to marry, what to eat for breakfast, etc. In one of 



the rare moments in the story where God speaks directly to someone, 
he doesn’t give Philip the “plan for his life.” He tells Philip to share the 
gospel. Philip knew to share the gospel, but the Spirit directs him to an 
unexpected place to share with a specific person.  
 

I don’t expect the Holy Spirit to speak to you in exactly the same 
way today. But God’s desire for us to share the gospel hasn’t changed 
from His desire for Philip on a dusty road south of Jerusalem almost 2000 
years ago. Philip was fulfilling what Jesus said in Acts 1:8; that his 
followers would be empowered by the Holy Spirit to share the message 
of Jesus all over the world. That’s still Jesus’ desire for us, and he offers 
us the same power to do so.  
 

We share the gospel because God is often at work in someone’s life 
(even when we don’t know it). 

Some people are specifically ready to hear the gospel. When I say 
ready, I mean that sometimes God is working in someone’s life and as 
we share the gospel they think “this is what I’ve been waiting to hear.” 
That was true in Acts 8. This Ethiopian official was reading the Bible and 
didn’t understand it. Philip recognizes that the Spirit is working in the 
official’s life because he’s reading the Bible and has a question. That’s 
why it says that he began with “this Scripture.” Philip doesn’t just give a 
presentation he memorized, he listens and answers the man’s questions. 
God was at work in this (not-so-) random encounter. And similar 
encounters still happen today.  
 

Sometimes sharing the gospel with someone we’ve never met we 
find they are ready to respond because of something else happening in 
their life. Sometimes, when we share with someone we’ve known a long 
time, God’s been working in their life to prepare them for this moment. 
Sharing the gospel becomes less like, “Oh man this is all up to me, I hope 
I don’t mess this up!” and more like, “God where are you at work and 
can I be a part of it?” There are few things more exciting than getting to 



see that God is at work right there in a moment as he brings together 
you and a person who is ready to hear. We really can’t predict who those 
people will be. Sometimes the only way to find out is to start the 
conversation like Philip did. 
 

We share the gospel because it’s an incredible message to share. 
We also read that Philip shared “good news.” In fact, we could say 

that Philip shared the best news. The good news that Jesus died on the 
cross for our sins and rose from the dead to give us life is worth sharing. 
That message changed Philip’s life, and he knew it was worth sharing 
with others. 
 

In the gospel message, we find our fundamental problem and the 
only solution. We find our purpose, our value, our identity. The Ethiopian 
official had questions not just about the Bible, but about himself. He 
couldn’t find answers to his fundamental questions. But the story of 
Jesus’s perfect life, sacrificial death, and glorious resurrection did. If 
someone said to go up to a stranger or your best friend and tell them 
that they won a million dollars, most of us would be happy to do that. 
We’d be excited to do that. The truth is that we have better news than 
earthly riches, we have a message of priceless heavenly treasure. That’s 
worth sharing. 
 

We share the gospel because it changes eternities. 
We don’t get to hear what happens to the Ethiopian official after 

this encounter. But we do know that his eternity was changed. He 
traveled to Jerusalem as a sinner in need of a savior. He traveled back to 
Ethiopia forgiven and changed through faith in Jesus.  
 

There is really nothing better than getting to be a part of that 
process for someone. We know God is the one who is working in 
someone’s life and bringing salvation and change. But he uses us in the 
process and that’s better than winning the game, getting engaged, 



graduating, getting the job, buying the car, etc. Why wouldn’t we want 
to be a part of that? In fact, as soon as Philip finishes the encounter with 
Ethiopian, he moves to the next place where he continues to share the 
gospel. He can’t get enough of seeing people’s eternities changed. That 
is worth sharing.  
 

Can you come up with a reason not to share the gospel today? Sure, 
you can. Can you come up with a good reason not to share the gospel 
today? Maybe you can. But consider the reasons you have to share the 
gospel instead of the reasons you may have not to share. God wants you 
to share, God may be at work around you right now, you have a message 
worth sharing, and God may use you today, this very day, to change 
someone’s eternity. So, get crazy and do what Philip did: open up your 
mouth and tell someone the good news about Jesus.  
 

 

Putting Share Like Crazy into Practice by Brian Baird 

As Josh has shown so excellently, there are a bunch of reasons why 
we should be excited to share the gospel! As excited as we may be, 
though, sometimes the problem isn’t the lack of a willing heart, but the 
lack of opportunity. The good news is that that’s why we’ve laid out this 
section! Below, you’ll find a couple different ways to get involved with 
sharing the gospel like crazy today! Feel free to partake in as many of 
these opportunities as you can, as well as any other way you may feel 
the Lord pulling you to share your faith today! 
 

Individual Evangelism 

First, today would be a great day to share the gospel with lost 
friends, family, floormates, and peers in whom you’ve already been 
investing. If you’ve been building a relationship with a lost person and 
have been waiting for just the right time to share the gospel, use this as 
a catalyst for that conversation. Transitioning into a gospel conversation 
could be as simple as “Hey so-and-so, my college ministry has challenged 



me to share the gospel with someone today, and I would be most 
comfortable/love to/like to get practice by sharing it with you. Do you 
mind if I do that?” No matter how you transition into the conversation, 
though, I would encourage you to use today to make that conversation 
happen! “But wait?” you say, “What if I don’t know how to share the 
gospel?” Well, if that’s the case, check out the next section! 
 

E.Q.U.I.P.T. 
 First, yes, I know that equip isn’t spelled with a “T”. E.Q.U.I.P.T., 
however, is a weekly training session Linnie Hampton and I hold on 
Thursdays at 3:30 in the BCM building, and this week is no exception. 
During this time we simply encourage one another, talk about different 
aspects of evangelism, and then walk through different practical 
methods and ways to share the gospel. Then, most excitingly, we actually 
go out on our campus and evangelize our peers through Gospel Surveys. 
Whether you’ve never even thought about evangelism or you’re a pro at 
sharing your faith, I highly encourage you to come check it out and see 
how the Lord will equipT you to share your faith more effectively! (Also, 
if you’re nice, I just might fill you in on what E.Q.U.I.P.T stands for.) 
 

Gospel Surveys 

Bummed about not being able to do gospel surveys during 
E.Q.U.I.P.T.? Well, don’t I have great news for you! All throughout today 
there are people who are pros at doing gospel surveys available who 
would love to walk you through how to do that, and then go out with you 
to have some awesome conversations with students on campus! They 
won’t throw you to the wolves and make you do it by yourself (unless 
you’re down for that). But if you’re wanting to push yourself out of your 
comfort zone and witness God move through some cool conversations, I 
highly encourage you to check out this opportunity! Check out the 
groupme for more information on who’s available throughout the day 
and how to get into contact with them! 
 



Easter Egg Evangelism at the Union 

I’m extremely excited about this last opportunity we have for our 
“Share Like Crazy” day! We’re going to have a table set up in front of the 
union, and we’re going to initiate gospel conversations with passing 
students simply by asking questions related to Easter! It’s going to be 
super easy, a lot of fun, and it should enable us to cast a wide net and 
have a bunch of great conversations. And, as an added incentive, we’ll 
be giving away Easter eggs full of candy and some gift cards, so you may 
be able to snag a few pieces while you’re there. If you’re able, sign up for 
a slot through the Group Me beforehand, or just drop by anytime you’re 
free! 
 

Final Encouragement 

I know I just threw a bunch of different options at you, and being 
involved in all of them may sound a little crazy (wink wink). But I 
challenge you to jump in and get involved in as many of these options as 
you can! Remember that the Spirit is wanting to work through you in 
some exciting ways, and I believe the Lord is going to do a lot on our 
campus today! I can’t wait to hear all of the stories about the effect of 
your obedience to the Father today! If you have any questions about any 
of the options or run into any problems, feel free to reach out to me 
anytime at (903) 305-8103. I’m so excited for you, now go share like 
crazy! 
 
Suggested Reading: Hebrews 5 (Disciple Group plan) or Acts 8 for all of 
Philip’s story.  

 



A Note on Fasting 

 

“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they 
disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say 
to you, they have received their reward. But when you fast, anoint your 
head and wash your face, that your fasting may not be seen by others 
but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret 
will reward you.” Matthew 6:16-18 

 

Maybe one of the more intimidating things about Like Crazy Week 
is that we ask you to fast. Most of us don’t fast regularly or maybe you’ve 
never purposefully fasted. So why are we doing this and what do we 
actually do? Let me try to help you understand by answering a few simple 
questions.  

 
What is fasting? 

When we talk about fasting, we’re talking about going without food 
for a sustained amount of time. It’s more than just skipping breakfast. 
It’s going without food long enough to really feel it. When you don’t eat, 
your body will tell you that it needs food. But instead of responding to 
your hunger pangs with a bowl of cereal, a Snickers, or a sandwich, you 
choose to pursue Jesus instead. Instead of eating, you read Scripture, you 
pray, or at least acknowledge in the moment that what you really need 
is Jesus and not something to eat.  

 
This is why we fast from food. You can fast from other things like 

your phone or entertainment, but fasting from food does things the 
others don’t. You may reach for your phone out of habit, but hunger 
pangs are a different kind of reminder that we can use to drive us to 
Jesus. Also, when we fast from food, we typically mean fasting from 
everything but water. While fasting you should drink water. Can you 
drink other things? Sure, there’s no hard and fast rules here. But 



replacing food calories with a bunch of drink calories will keep you from 
experiencing the hunger that reminds you of your need for Jesus.  
 

Why fast? 
 Let me give you two reasons. First, Jesus expected us to fast. When 
you read Matthew 6:16-18, Jesus talks about fasting the same way he 
does prayer and giving. Just as he expects his followers to pray and give, 
he expects us to fast. He says, “And when you fast… .” Notice it’s a 
“when” and not an “if.”  
 
 In addition, we fast to remind ourselves of what we really need and 
what really satisfies. Like I said above, we use hunger pangs to drive us 
to Jesus. We say to our stomach, “I don’t need a cheeseburger, I need 
Jesus. French fries don’t really satisfy, Jesus does.” We want to say like 
David in Psalm 63:1, “O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; my 
soul thirsts for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no water.” 
David knew what it was like to need water as he wandered the desert on 
the run. But he says what he really needs and what he really craves is 
God. Fasting fuels that drive for us. Instead of meeting our hunger needs, 
we let our hunger remind us that what we really need and what really 
satisfies our souls is God.  
 
 We also have to avoid bad reasons for fasting. One of those, as 
Jesus points out in Matthew 6:16-18 is putting on a show. Just like we 
don’t pray like a hypocrite to draw attention to ourselves, Jesus says the 
same thing about fasting. And I would add, just like we don’t try to 
manipulate God in prayer, we also don’t try to manipulate God with 
fasting. The reward of fasting is we know God better, not that we get him 
to give us something we want.  
 

How do I fast? 
 To fast correctly, you stop  doing one thing and you add another. 
Obviously, you stop…eating. It’s pretty simple. When you would usually 



cook or buy and ingest food, you don’t do any of that (except, of course, 
water, don’t forget the water).  
 

But true fasting is not just about what you don’t do. You have to 
replace food with God. If your hunger doesn’t drive you to the Scripture, 
prayer, and/or your need for God’s presence in your life, you’ll miss the 
point. It’s not just about being hungry, it’s about being hungry for the 
right things. You fast physically so you can feast spiritually. So, when you 
would normally be eating, pursue Jesus. When your body tells you to eat, 
pursue Jesus. Feast on Jesus while you fast from food.   
 

Who should fast? 
 I said above that Jesus expects his followers to fast, but let me 
qualify that a little. First, if you struggle with an eating disorder or body 
image, don’t fast. The most God-honoring thing you can do is eat 
healthily. Maybe at another stage of life, you’ll be able to fast. But if this 
is a recent or ongoing issue, don’t use fasting as a way to spiritualize this 
struggle. Instead, eat healthily. Similarly, if you have a medical condition 
or are currently taking medicines where you have to eat, you also should 
not fast. You should eat and take care of yourself. You are not a second-
class Christian because you need food to take your medicine or have a 
medical condition.  
 
 All said, if you are physically able, I invite you to fast with us starting 
after lunch on Thursday until dinner on Friday. It’s about 30 hours which 
is enough time to get hungry and drive you to Jesus, but also not so long 
that you start a brawl with your roommates if they eat an Oreo in front 
of you. Be sure that you register for dinner Friday night if you plan to 
break the fast with us.  

 



Friday: Give Like Crazy 

 
Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7 
 

We’ve talked this semester already about the idol of money, the 
Almighty Dollar. Consumerism, the constant buying and accumulation of 
things, is so prevalent in our society that we don’t even think about it. 
We can want something, search for it, find the best one, purchase it, and 
have it delivered to our doorstep without ever leaving the bathroom. 
That’s crazy! Except that it’s not anymore, it’s normal. What’s crazy is 
saying “No” to more and more stuff. What’s crazy is giving more instead 
of getting more.  
 

We wrap up Like Crazy Week thinking about giving. If we’ve really 
engaged this week by reading (the Bible) like crazy, praying like crazy, 
worshiping like crazy, and sharing (the gospel) like crazy, then we should 
be ready to give. It would be the natural overflow of thinking about Jesus 
so much this week. Let me take us a little further though and outline 
some crazy principles from 2 Corinthians 8 & 9 that will help you give like 
crazy. Grab a Bible or pull it up on your phone so you can follow along. 
 

Crazy Receiving 
Before we talk about what we give, we have to talk about what 

we’ve received. That’s the foundation for Christian giving. Christians 
understand how much they’ve been given by God and as a result they 
give. So, if you don’t understand how much you’ve been given, you’ll 
struggle to give like crazy.  
 

In 2 Corinthians 8 & 9, we see two major ways God has given to us. 
First, Jesus gave us everything for our salvation. In 8:9 we’re told that 
Jesus gave up his riches to become poor so that we might be rich. Paul is 
describing how Jesus left the glories of heaven to experience literal 



poverty on earth. He then gave his life as a sacrifice to give us heavenly 
riches. If through faith in Christ you are forgiven and have an eternal 
heavenly home, you’ve been given something priceless.  
 

But we also see in 2 Corinthians 9:8-11 that God supplies all of our 
needs: physical and spiritual, temporary and eternal. Everything we have 
is a gift from God. Plus, God has promised to take care of our future 
needs. So, if I’ve been given the priceless gift of salvation and God is 
meeting my needs and promises to continue to do so, then I don’t have 
to cling to what I have. Instead, I am freed to give it away. Consider how 
much you’ve been given by God, and you’re starting to be ready to give 
like crazy.  
 

Crazy Contentment 
Contentment is the settled sense of satisfaction in what we already 

have. It is key to giving like crazy. If you always need more, more, more, 
then you’ll never give. You certainly won’t give much, and you probably 
won’t give willingly or joyfully. But Christians have contentment because 
we’ve been given so much by God which leads us to give like crazy.  
 

In 2 Corinthians 9:8, we read that God gives us so much that we are 
“sufficient” or we could say “content.” That makes perfect sense if we 
understand how much we’ve been given. When you have the priceless 
gift of salvation you aren’t burdened by what kind of phone you have, 
car you drive, clothes you wear, computer you use, etc. Contentment 
doesn’t mean we don’t have things, especially things we need for life and 
work. I don’t even think it means that we don’t have some things we 
want. It does mean that we are NOT constantly searching for the next 
thing, because we’re already satisfied with all that God has given us. That 
contentment frees us to then spend less on ourselves and look to give to 
others.  
 
 



Crazy Generosity 
If we’re going to give like crazy, that obviously means generosity. 

But what does crazy generosity mean? Most of us base our giving on 
what we have left over when we have everything we want or at least 
what (we think) we need. Certainly, there is great wisdom in not making 
yourself a burden to others by giving so much that you can’t take care of 
yourself. True generosity shouldn’t lead to bankruptcy. However, we do 
see in 2 Corinthians 8 & 9 that Christian giving is sacrificial; it’s crazy 
generous. In other words, we feel it. It’s not giving away an amount that 
isn’t noticeable. We give in a way that really is a sacrifice.  
 

We see two examples of this sacrifice in 2 Corinthians 8. In verse 3, 
we see the sacrificial example of the churches in Macedonia. Paul doesn’t 
write that they gave a lot. He doesn’t even write that they gave 
sacrificially. He writes that they gave “beyond their means.” They gave 
more than was reasonable; it was a little crazy. It certainly was sacrificial. 
But then we see an even greater example. Jesus is the ultimate example 
of sacrificial giving. What did he give? He gave everything. As we saw 
earlier in verse 9 that he became poor and entered poverty to make us 
rich. And ultimately he gave everything by dying on the cross. That 
doesn’t mean we all should empty our bank accounts to give to others. 
But it does mean we regularly sacrifice  in crazy generosity following the 
example of Jesus. 
 

Crazy Joy 
Finally, you could do everything we’ve said so far and still not 

please God. In the verse we started this devotion (2 Corinthians 9:7), we 
saw that God loves cheerful giving. In order to cheerfully give, you’ll need 
to understand all we’ve talked about so far. But you also have to find joy 
in what giving does. In 9:12 we read that the giving by the Corinthian 
church will do two things. It will meet the needs of a church. We should 
have great joy in letting God use us to help those in need, especially 
fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. Secondly, Paul says that the giving 



will result in thanks and praise to God. When we bless others with giving, 
God is worshiped even more. That’s why we can joyfully give—because 
we know that the giving will result in praise to God and that’s better than 
a new cell phone or another pair of shoes.  
 

When we know how much God has given us, and we are content 
with all that He has given, then we give like crazy, and we do so with a 
smile on our faces and joy in our hearts. My hope is that because of all 
that Jesus has done for you, you will joyfully give like crazy today. Maybe 
even today will begin a journey for you of ever-increasing joyful sacrificial 
giving. 
 

Crazy Response by Sarah Falknor 
As you have been challenged all this week to focus on Jesus and do 

what he says, take a moment to think about how the biblical concepts 
Josh has laid out apply to your life and your giving.    

 
Chart Your Money Habits 

Part of both not going bankrupt and being a good steward of your 
resources is knowing how much money you make and how you spend it.  
Personal financial knowledge is a great first step to excessive generosity.  
After all, giving requires intentionality, and there are few activities more 
organized and disciplined than a good, old-fashioned budget.  Here is the 
outline for a reverse budget.  Rather than planning out how you are going 
to spend your money in April, fill this out for how you have already 
received and used resources over the month of March in order to track 
your money habits.  Pour over online banking records, receipts, and your 
memory to fill in these categories.  

 
 
 
 
 



MARCH 2021 

Money In Amount 

Work   

Miscellaneous 
income  

Total  

Money Out Amount 

Living expenses  

Groceries  

Eating out  

Shopping  

Other  

Saving  

Tithe  

Generous giving  

Total  

 
Reflect - What categories of spending keep you from being 
generous with your money?  How can you adjust your money 
habits to honor God and help people with the resources you 
have?     

 
Giving Today 

 Speaking of allocating resources from spending to giving, today as 
you fast, consider donating the money you would otherwise spend on 
food to the Cooperative Emergency Outreach.  CEO is a cooperative 
effort between churches in this area to serve residents of Washington 
county by providing food, rent money, and other resources to people 



who need help.  This volunteer-led non-profit keeps track of who has 
used resources and when in an effort to responsibly meet needs.  You 
can donate through the church app or website fbcfayetteville.org by 
clicking on More>>Giving.  

 
Get Creative 

 Keep in mind that there are other ways to give beyond financial 
donations.  Look for any opportunities to give in tangible ways today.  Be 
creative in giving of your time, your words, your service, your love.  Keep 
your eyes open for needs that need to be met, and meet them!  

 Here’s a challenge to keep things more specific: 
● Give to someone you live with or see every day 
● Give to a stranger 
● Give to someone working a thankless job 

 
Final Encouragements  

 Whether you work five jobs or your income is about $15 a month, 
what God cares about is sacrificial, beyond-your-means crazy giving, not 
the dollar amount.  He has all wealth in his hands, yet he calls us to give 
just to show that money does not rule us and that we trust him.  I’m no 
proponent of the prosperity gospel, but I do know God is abundantly 
generous with the generous and that everything he calls us to do yields 
great joy for us and encouragement for the saints as we meet physical 
needs.  So, be bold in the way you love and hold to contentment and 
pursue generosity with intentionality. 
 
 
Suggested Reading:  Hebrews 6 (Disciple Group plan) or 2 Corinthians 8-
9 to focus on giving.  

 


