
Ecuador Mission Team 2017 Bible Study Devotions 
Join the Ecuador team in their devotions this week and pray for them. 
 
FBC team members: 
Rick Tanneberger 
Carolyn Tanneberger 
Anita Lawson 
Mike Lamb 
Jaunita Lamb 
Healey Ikerd 
Robert Gonzalez 
David Gonzalez 
Katherine Gonzalez 
Marie McBroom 
Nicole Avitts 
Justin Odom 
Joshua Goff 
Elizabeth Philpot 
Anna Lovell 
Mark Lovell 
 
Former FBC team members 
Melinda Webster 
Elise Mathis 
 
We would appreciate your prayers for our flights and travel in Ecuador.  The kids and 
missionaries we will work with.  That we would grow spiritually and that we would return home 
safely 
As the leader of the team I want to express the team’s gratitude to you for your support for our 
mission but more importantly for what you do to further the Kingdom of God in your daily lives.  
May FBC Fayetteville always be a place where God is glorified and His gospel is shared in NWA 
and around the world! 
 
 

- Mark Lovell- Team Leader 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bible Study 
 
 

This year as I thought about what to write to focus our thoughts, I decided to 

review a few movies that I watched this year to see what God might have to say 

to us this week in Ecuador! 

 
 

Friday July 28 
 
 
            “Prince of Egypt” 
           How to live life on mission for God 
 
 
 
I Samuel 12:22 
22 For the sake of his great name the LORD will not reject his people, because the LORD was pleased to make you his own. 

 
Psalm 17:7-9 
7 Show me the wonders of your great love, 

    you who save by your right hand 
    those who take refuge in you from their foes. 
8 Keep me as the apple of your eye; 
    hide me in the shadow of your wings 
9 from the wicked who are out to destroy me, 
    from my mortal enemies who surround me. 
 
Romans 8:28-39 
28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who[i] have been called according to his purpose. 29 For those 
God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 
30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.31 What, then, shall we say in 
response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he 
not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 
34 Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is 
also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or 
danger or sword? 36 As it is written:“For your sake we face death all day long; 
    we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”[j]37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am 
convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,[k] neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Ephesians 6:10-18 
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s 
schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world 
and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you 
may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your 
waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In 
addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of 
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salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. 
With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.  
 
Matthew 17:20 
20 He replied, “Because you have so little faith. Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move 
from here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.” 
 
 

 
This was Rachel and Abby’s favorite movie when they were growing up!  One Christmas Lisa made them loin 
clothes and they pretended to be Moses and Ramses all the time.  The real Moses’ life can be divided into three 
phases.  Until he was about forty, he lived in Pharaoh’s court.  Between forty and eighty years of age he lived with 
his wife and her father, Jethro’s, family in the dessert living as a shepherd.  It was only in the last forty years of his 
life, that he led the Children of Israel! 
Our group has a broad range of age, thanks to Rick (oldest) and his granddaughter Elise (youngest) there is a 
difference of 52 years.  The great thing about God’s kingdom is that every age is of equal value.  Each of us has 
different missions at different times of our life.  Imagine Elise leading a team or imagine Rick on the jungle run!  
Neither of them would probably be successful.  If I had to bet though, I think Elise would be more able to lead a 
team than Rick would be able to complete the jungle run!  But on this mission trip, I am confident that each of 
them will do something that God has ordained from the beginning of time.   
God has plans for each of His children no matter how young or old.  He wants us to be on mission with Him from 
the beginning of our life for Him until the day we see Him in Heaven! 
This morning I want to look at three songs from the movie that can give us hints about how to live on mission for 
God. 
 
“Through Heaven’s Eyes”  
 
If you want to be on mission with God, you must see things from His perspective or as the movie’s song says 
it”Through Heaven’s Eyes”. Here are three things I want you to think about this morning about His perspective and 
His mission.   First, the mission is His and it is about what He wants.  It is not your mission and it is not about you or 
what you want.  Secondly, you are His choice for the mission.  He has chosen for you.  He really is pleased with 
you!  He created your strengths and your weakness.  Too many people miss their mission because they fail to give 
their abilities to God to use as He desires.  Finally God has all the resources you need to complete the mission.  
Christianity is different than any other endeavor on earth.  God doesn’t care about what you are able to do for 
Him.  He doesn’t need anything!  What He does want is you…all of you…the good, the bad and the ugly!  When 
God’s children give Him all of themselves, they become unstoppable forces for His kingdom! 
 
“Playing With The Big Boys” 
 
In the movie when Moses first shows up and asks Ramses to free the Children of Israel, Ramses refuses.  Moses 
then drops his rod and it becomes a huge Cobra.  Ramses calls out his magicians who make smaller snakes.  They 
sing this song to intimidate Moses.  In the shadows at the end of the scene, the snake that God gave Moses 
devours the magician’s snakes.  When you are “all in for Christ”, why isn’t the mission easy?  Never forget our 
mission is not physical but spiritual.  The enemy, satan, wants to hold onto his kingdom for as long as possible.  On 
mission with God you must never forget like Paul says in Ephesians 6:10-18, we are involved in spiritual battle.  If 
you are called to wage spiritual warfare Paul says you better have spiritual weapons.  So this morning take time to 
put on “the full armor of God”.  Finally, whenever the battle seems to be going poorly, and it will seem that way at 
times, remember what happens in the shadows as Pharaoh’s magicians confidently tell Moses “Your playing with 
the big boys now”…God’s serpent destroys satan’s serpent.  Don’t ever forget it! 
 
“When You Believe” 
 



The movie ends with the crossing of the Red Sea and Miriam leading the Children of Israel in this song.  The song of 
the movie!  It won the Academy Award for Best Original Song.  As the credits roll Mariah Carey and Whitney 
Houston belt it out.  The main line says “You can see miracles when you believe.”  
About two thousand years ago the Son of God told His followers the same thing (Matt. 17:20).  Today, He says the 
same thing to you in Ecuador and He will say it when you get home at the end of the week and are called to be on 
mission there.  The question is will you believe! 
 
Lisa, Rachel, Abby and I watched the movie the other night (Anna was at work).  When the Children of Israel were 
crossing the Red Sea Abby said “That would have been creepy!”  Rachel said “That would have been cool!”  This 
time there both right.  In the moment being on mission with Christ is sometimes scary.  It is not easy to give up all 
of yourself.  But in the end Rachel is right…living on mission for the Christ is cool!  Because giving up all of yourself 
to Jesus is what you were saved to do.  Let’s join Him! 
 
 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
Be with us while we are on mission with you this week.  Transform our lives.  Use us to transform others.  May your 
great name be glorified! 
Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Sat. August 2 
 
 
                                                                “Lion” 
                                                       Helping the lost find their way home 
 
 
Ecclesiastes 3:11 
He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done from 
beginning to end. 

 
 
 
This is a movie that might have even caused Robert Gonzalez to shed a tear…I own the other hand cried like a 
baby!  “Lion” recounts the true life story of Saroo, an Indian boy, who was separated from his family, adopted 
internationally, and found his way back home. Now you know why this movie touched me deeply.  I have adopted 
three of those kids who were separated from their biologic family and now are mine! The movie got it pretty right 
from an international adoptive parent’s perspective. 
The film lets you see into the hurt that Saroo experiences as he longs for home.  When he is first lost he gets on a 
train that takes him further from home not closer.  He continually mispronounces his hometown’s name and so no 
one can help him find his way back home.  He doesn’t speak Bengali which leads to difficulty after difficulty.  He is 
finally adopted by a loving family in New Zealand.  Shouldn’t this be the happy ending we are looking for?  
Nope…he finally confronts the heartache in his life of not being truly home!  He begins a destructive search for his 
hometown using Google Earth.  He finally finds home and reunites with his mother and sister!  He finally finds 
peace!  The hole in his soul is finally filled! He is home!  Oops I should have given a spoiler alert! 
 
That search for a spiritual home is what drives the whole human race.  Some look for it with power…some personal 
gratification…some with sex…some with drugs…some with doing good things…some with religion.  All of those 
“trains” only lead people further from home!  A person only finds real soul fulfilling peace when they find their way 
home through Jesus’ provision of grace and acceptance into His eternal family!  So what are we to do as part of His 
family to help those people who are searching for home?  Let me give you four pointers I learned from “Lion” 
about helping lost people make it home: Learn the language of lost person; go to where they are; give them the 
help they are ready to receive; and trust God to lead them home. 
 
 
Learn the lost person’s language: 
One of the biggest problems that Saroo has in the movie is that his dialect is different than that of the people he is 
surrounded by when he finally gets off the train.  He doesn’t understand anyone and they don’t understand him.  
The language barrier keeps others from knowing in what areas of India to put out bulletins that would alert his 
mother that he has been found.  Spiritually lost people speak a different language as well.  Maybe it is alcoholism 
or drug addiction that says I am lost and need to find my way home.  Maybe it is sexual immorality that is really 
saying I am lost and need to find my way home.  Maybe it is hatefulness and disregard for others that is really 
saying I am lost and need to find my way home.  If you want to show lost people the way home, you must not be 
put off by Ungodly behaviors.  How else are Ungodly people supposed to act?  Christ calls you to look beyond the 
behavior and see the person who is lost and hurting. 
 
Go to where the lost person is: 
Saroo finally meets a young guy who takes enough interest in him to take him to the police.  The police take him to 
an orphanage (a bad place).  A lady takes interest in him and helps him find adoptive parents.  He finds home with 
Google Earth and the blessing of friends and adoptive parents. 



Spiritually lost people need others to help them in their journey home.  We often think of salvation as an event.  It 
really is a process that leads to an event.   
Since you are a person who has found home, take a few moments this morning to ask the Holy Spirit where you 
are as a witness.  Are you actively helping those with lost souls find their way home?  Are you meeting the lost 
where they are and moving them along with deeds and words toward home?   
 
Give the lost person the help they are ready to receive: 
From the time he was lost until he was home again, Saroo always knew he was lost.  It took him until he was a 
young adult to come to the point he could make it home. 
Spiritually lost people are the same way.  I am reminded of a Chinese PhD student who came to our church many 
years ago.  Our pastor, Jere Mitchell, went to visit him after his family’s first time at FBC.  Jere walked in the door 
introduced himself and RuGong Lee said “I want to become a Christian and so does my wife”.  Our pastor was 
taken back and asked him how he knew about Christ.  RuGong shared that at the last university he had attended in 
Alabama others had shared the gospel and now he was ready to commit his life to Christ.   
Make it you mission to find lost people and share with them what they are ready to receive.  Sometimes that is 
Godly acts of kindness.  Sometimes that is consistent Godly character. And sometimes it is the “Roman Road”.  Be 
tenacious in your pursuit and the Holy Spirit will do the rest! 
 
Trust God to lead them home: 
In the end, Saroo had to face his need to have the ache in his soul for home filled and he had to find home!  Others 
couldn’t do it for him.  As a matter of fact, it was in a time of desperation that he opened Google Earth one last 
time and found home! 
In the end, it is ultimately between our lost friends and God whether they make it home or not.  We are to pray, 
we are to seek them out, we are to share…but we are to trust that the God who brought us home is powerful 
enough to bring them home as well! 
 
I am sorry that I spoiled the movie for you!  But remember this week and as you go home the world is full of 
homeless people seeking the eternal home that you have.  Let us resolve to lead them on their way! 
 
Father, 
Thank you for the incomprehensible joy of having found my way back home!  Remind me constantly this week and 
always to help those who are not home to find their way to you. 
Thank you great Father.  Thank you Jesus.  Thank you Spirit.  Thank you Three in One. 
Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Sunday, July 30  
 
 

               “The Finest Hours” 
              Let your light shine 
 
Matthew 5:14-16 
14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put 
it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let 
your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 
 

 
“The Finest Hours” is a movie about a Coast Guard rescue off of Cape Cod during a winter blizzard in 1952.  It is a 
great feel good movie but I only want to mention one scene.  The Coast Guard cutter has rescued the men that 
they went out to find and now must make it back to shore.  They lose their navigation and communication with 
their base.  Their fate hangs in the balance as they fight the darkness, blizzard conditions, and hypothermia in their 
search for home.  In desperation to help, the whole town lines the shore with their cars and turn on the head lights 
to guide the desperately lost men home!   
That is your job this week (and really for your whole Christian life).  Your command from the Savior is to let your 
light shine! 
Every year I ask each team member to read and do the following devotion.  If you choose not to do any of the 
others this one is required.  It is one way to let your light shine to lead lost souls to safety!  

 
 
 
 
 
What’s My Story? 

Philippians 3:4-14 
If anyone thinks he has a reason to trust in himself, he should know that I have greater reason for trusting in myself.5 I was circumcised eight 
days after my birth. I am from the people of Israel and the tribe of Benjamin. I am a Hebrew, and my parents were Hebrews. I had a strict view of 
the law, which is why I became a Pharisee.6 I was so enthusiastic I tried to hurt the church. No one could find fault with the way I obeyed the law 
of Moses.7 Those things were important to me, but now I think they are worth nothing because of Christ.8 Not only those things, but I think that 
all things are worth nothing compared with the greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. Because of him, I have lost all those things, and now I 
know they are worthless trash. This allows me to have Christ9 and to belong to him. Now I am right with God, not because I followed the law, but 
because I believed in Christ. God uses my faith to make me right with him.10 I want to know Christ and the power that raised him from the dead. 
I want to share in his sufferings and become like him in his death.11 Then I have hope that I myself will be raised from the dead.  12 I do not mean 
that I am already as God wants me to be. I have not yet reached that goal, but I continue trying to reach it and to make it mine. Christ wants me 
to do that, which is the reason he made me his.13 Brothers and sisters, I know that I have not yet reached that goal, but there is one thing I 
always do. Forgetting the past and straining toward what is ahead,14 I keep trying to reach the goal and get the prize for which God called me 
through Christ to the life above. 
 

Every year I give you this devotion to read.  You are wrong, Rick Tanneberger, it is not to act as filler!  It is 
because it is the best way I know for you to share with someone who Jesus is to you and what He can do for 
them.  Try it this week and see how God will bless you! 
 
 
     “If I were a rich man” or at least I didn’t have three girls to put through college and pay for their weddings, I 
would like to write a book that had interviews with people about their job or hobbies.  It is a blast to see people’s 
face when they tell you about what they do when you ask them with genuine interest!  I do this a lot in the office 



and I seldom end the conversation without saying “that’s cool.  Thanks for telling me about your job!”  We all love 
to talk about the things we love and are good at.   
     Just like Paul in Philippians 3:4-14, you have a spiritual story.  In most cases it is this story that most people will 
respond to…person to person.  Paul’s story has three parts:  what he was like before Christ; how he became a 
Christian; and finally what he is like now that he knows Christ.  Your story has the same three parts.  I want you to 
write your story below. 
Before I became a Christian, I was… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I became a Christian when… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Since I have been a Christian, my life has… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is how you can become a Christian 

1) Recognize you are separated from God because of sin (bad things you have done and rebellion against 
God)…Romans 3:23 

2) Believe that Jesus is God’s Son and that He died on the cross to reunite you with God and forgive your 
sins…John 3:16 

3) Believe that He was raised from the dead…Romans 10:9-10 
4) Confess with your mouth that He is lord of your life…Romans 10:9-10 
5) Receive God’s gift…Ephesians 2:8-9 

 
 After you have written your story, I want you to practice it until you can tell it in less than 5 minutes.  Then I 

want you to share it with another team member before we start to see campers.  Finally, I want you to pray that 
the Holy Spirit will lead you to the person with whom He wants you to share it.  Then I want you to look for that 
person this week and when the Spirit opens the door…tell your story! 
 
 
Dear Father, 
    I thank you that when I was 11 years old I became your child.  Jesus, I thank you for your grace and mercy.  I 
thank for the things you have done with me over the past 49 years.  Spirit, show me the people with whom I am to 
share my story. 
I am eternally grateful. 
Mark 

 
 
 
 
    
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Monday, July 31          
 
 
 

                                                                     “Joseph: King of Dreams” 
                                                                 God has a plan for you 
 
 

Genesis 45:4-8  

Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?” But his brothers were not able to answer him, because they were terrified at 

his presence.4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had done so, he said, “I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold 
into Egypt! 5 And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me 

ahead of you. 6 For two years now there has been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will be no plowing and reaping. 7 But God 

sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance.[a]8 “So then, it was not you who sent me 
here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt.  

 
When my kids were little we watched two animated movies over and over. One was “ Prince of Egypt”. They liked 
it so much that we bought “Joseph: King of Dreams” when it came out. They never liked Joseph as much as Moses, 
but I really liked Joseph the best. The story was pretty faithful to the Biblical account, but in one scene the movie 
depicted a non-Biblical event. It showed Joseph finding a seed while he was alone in his prison cell. He planted it 
and cared for it. The plant grew and brought him joy, but after a little while died. He was alone and hopeless in his 
prison cell. The music was queued and a song entitled “You Know Better Than I” starts. The gist of the song is that 
God knows what his plans are and what will become in our lives. We see just snippets from a human vantage point 
while he sees the whole picture from a heavenly standpoint. We see what we as humans can do and hope for in 
our lives. He sees what he has created us to do from the beginning of time. The song has become one of my 
favorites and it really tells the essence of the movie and Joseph’s life’s story! Today in your quiet time I want you to 
see 3 ways that “God knows better than you.” 
 
God Is In Control Over History, Including Your Life. 
Never forget that God is in complete control of history and that includes you! Joseph’s story really starts with 
Adam, but let’s just go back to his Great-Grandfather Abraham. Abraham was called by God to leave his home and 
move to the land of Canaan. He was promised that his descendants would be given the whole territory because of 
his obedience to God’s commands. He was also told that it would be over 400 years before his descendants would 
actually possess this promise. Say what! That’s not what I want to hear! I don’t know about you, but I need what I 
need and I need it STAT! But God’s in control and His time table is His time table whether we like it or not! God 
was true to his word first to Isaac and then Joseph’s father Jacob and then Joseph, and then through slavery He 
developed a nation and finally through freedom He developed a Holy People that possessed the promised land of 
Canaan. Read the words of Joseph again. The experiences of life taught him that God had a plan and he possessed 
the land of Canaan by faith even after his death. 
What part of God’s plan are you struggling with right now? Do you need to know what career you should choose” 
What college or graduate school you should attend” Who you should date? How you should pay for things your 
family needs? What you should do with your job? How God might be calling you? What about your kids or 
grandkids lives? What about retirement? What about finances? 
Joseph wants you to know God Knows Better Than You. Listen this week! 
 
Everything You Have Or Need Is From God 
A large part of Joseph’s story is his need to learn this lesson. He was given a couple of dreams from God and he 
proceeded to become so conceited that his brothers sold him into slavery. It took false accusations, lengthy time in 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+45&version=NIV#fen-NIV-1366a


prison, and broken promises from fellow inmates for Joseph to come to the point that he could say “I can’t but 
God can.” 
I must confess that I often divide things in to three categories: things only God can do, things that God and I can do 
together, and things that I can do. If you are like me and I bet you are just a little….then let’s give them up to God 
this week. What are the areas of your life you need to say “I can’t but God can”. Is it your spouse, your job, your 
health, your finances, your kids, your relationships, your career choices? 
Joseph wants you to know God Know Better Than You. Listen this week. 
 
Don’t Be Content Until You Are Content In Every Circumstance That God Has Placed You In 
The young Joseph was not content. He was the apple of his father Jacob’s eye or maybe a spoiled brat! Joseph the 
old man was content that everything in his life had been for the purpose of advancing the promise and Kingdom of 
God. A good period of Joseph’s life was not easy…a good bit was pretty good though! All of it in the end was 
directed by God.  
Today as you finish your quiet time take a few moments to look at your life. Are there areas where you are not 
content? Think what it means for you to say to God your creator and supplier of all your needs that you are not 
satisfied with the way He is treating you! Maybe just maybe you need to tell Him you’re sorry. Maybe just maybe 
you need to trust Him and relax in His provision! 
Joseph wants you to know God Knows Better Than You. Listen this week. 

 
 
Dear Father, 
You know better than me. 
Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tues. Aug. 1 
         
                                                              “Brooklyn” 
              What to do when your old life calls 
 
 
 
 
Colossians 3:1-4 
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds 
on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your[a] life, appears, 
then you also will appear with him in glory. 
 

John 17:14-161 

4 I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not 
that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 
 
Romans 12:2 
Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 
God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
 
Matthew 9:17 
17 Neither do people pour new wine into old wineskins. If they do, the skins will burst; the wine will run out and the 
wineskins will be ruined. No, they pour new wine into new wineskins, and both are preserved.” 
 
1Timothy 6:6-7 
 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out 
of it. 
 
 
1 John 1:9 
9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.  

 
Every list of movies needs a “chick flick” and for this week it is “Brooklyn”.  The story is about “Eilis”, a young girl 
who leaves Ireland for America to escape the lack of opportunities in her hometown.  She leaves her mom and 
sister behind.  After a few difficulties she adjusts to her new life in America and starts to thrive.  Eilis meets and 
falls in love with a nice Italian plumber.  But shortly after this her sister dies and she needs to go back to Ireland to 
help her family.  Just before she leaves she marries her boyfriend and promises she will return as soon as possible.  
Once Eilis gets back to Ireland her mom and friends try to woo her to stay there.  I’ll not continue with the story so 
as not to spoil the movie because I know Robert and Rick are dying to see it! 
 “Brooklyn” reminds me that even though our new home and life are secured by the grace and power of Jesus 
Christ, we are tempted to go back to a place where things of the world rule.  This morning I want you to think 
about 3 things that can keep you home in your new life where you belong. 
 
Focus your affection on Christ 
There are many events in our lives we cannot control.  But one thing we can control is the choice on whom we 
focus our affection. When I married Lisa I made the choice to quit looking for other women on whom to focus my 
attention.  I know some of you think it was not a difficult decision because I am so ugly!  But the real truth is with 
my commitment to her I made the choice to focus my attention on her and her alone. It is this same daily choice 
that allows us as Christians to focus our affection on Christ alone.   If you want Christ to be the focus of attention 
you must choose to leave the world behind…really leave it behind.  You must make that your daily choice…Christ 
and Christ alone!   
 
Be separate from the world 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29522a


The command of the scripture is to be in the world but not of the world.  It is easy to read and agree with but the 
world seems to figure out ways to wrap us in its grasp just like an octopus entwines its prey.  The challenge of 
every Christian’s life is how to implement this every day.  There are three things Jesus did that helped Him in His 
earthly life.   
First, He was content to live without much in the way of worldly possessions.  Jesus left His riches in heaven to live 
in some pretty austere conditions and when He died He had one linen robe!  If you want to live in but not of the 
world then you will need to submit all of your life to Him (desires, recreation, activities, job, spending habits, etc.) 
and be satisfied with Him alone.  Ask Him this morning how you could change your priorities to be in line with 
Kingdom living. 
Second, He surrounded Himself with seekers of God.  It was into those people that He poured out His life and shared 
His private times. I want you to think about the verses you just read about the wineskins in a little different way than 
they are usually discussed.  If you try to put your Christian life (new wine) back into the old lifestyle (old wineskins) 
you will fail.  Faith in Christ requires you to change.  Guard your life from worldly influence and run to Godly influence 
with the people you choose to spend time with; in the places you go; and in the things you do.  It is not cowardice 
to end associations and activities that are ungodly.  The Holy Spirit would say it is Godly wisdom.  The word holy 
often times in the Bible is used to mean set aside or separated only for God’s use.  We are commanded to be a holy 
people!   Ask God this morning who and what you need to avoid.  Leave those worldly influences behind!  Christ is 
calling you to be at home with Him! 
Finally, Jesus the Son of God spent time daily (constantly) in prayer and meditation with God the Father.  If you want 
to be in the world but not of the world then spend time in Christ and with Christ through prayer, meditation, bible 
study, and worship daily (constantly).  If you are with Him the world will be unable to pull you in…if not watch out! 
 
Repent and Return to Christ 
I really hate to do this to Rick and Robert but I am going to spoil the movie!  In the end Eilis understands how much 
she loves her husband and her new life and chooses to return to America.  The final scene shows her reuniting with 
her husband!  I don’t know about you but I like it when a movie has a happy ending. 
As Christians sometimes no matter how much we don’t want it to happen, we sin.  It shouldn’t be but the reality is 
that it happens.  The good news for followers of Christ is that He understands.  His grace is sufficient but we must 
repent and return to Him! 
 
This morning why don’t you to ask the Holy Spirit to show you where you are living.  Are you living in the world but 
not of it?  Or are you living like the world?  Your home is not in the world!  If you need to repent, He encourages you 
to confess your sins and have your relationship restored…Christ is waiting for you to come home!  If you need to 
move away from the world, He encourages you to be separate and devoted wholly to Him…Christ is waiting for you 
to come home!  If you need to re-focus on Him, He encourages you this morning to make Him the focus of all your 
affection…Christ is waiting for you to come home!  
 
 
 
Dear Jesus, 
I long to be with you and more like you.  Apply your grace to cover my sins and forgive me for disrespecting you by 
returning to the things of the world 
Dear Spirit, 
Examine me this morning and show me the things I need to repent from.  Lead me away from the world and more 
to You. 
Dear Father, 
May my life be totally devoted to you so that your name will be glorified and not disrespected by my actions.  
Through Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross make me holy and set apart for You. 

                                                        
                                     
Weds.  Aug. 2 



 
       “End of the Spear” 

                                                           How much is too much? 
 
I Corinthians 10:31 
31 So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. 
 
John 15:8 
8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 
 
Matthew 28: 18-20 
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
 
Matthew 10:37 
37 “Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves their son or daughter more than me is not 
worthy of me 
 
Matthew 8: 18-22 
18 When Jesus saw the crowd around him, he gave orders to cross to the other side of the lake. 19 Then a teacher of the law came to him and said, 
“Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go.”20 Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his 
head.”21 Another disciple said to him, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”22 But Jesus told him, “Follow me, and let the dead bury their own 
dead.” 
 
Matthew 16:24 
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me 
 
Matthew 19:27-30 
27 Peter answered him, “We have left everything to follow you! What then will there be for us?”28 Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, at the 
renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife[e] or children or fields for my sake 
will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life. 30 But many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be first. 
 

 
 

 
 
“When life’s flight is over, and we unload our cargo at the other end, the fellow who got rid of unnecessary 
weight will have the most valuable cargo to present to the Lord.”    - Nate Saint 
“He is no fool who give what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose.”-Jim Elliot 

 
 

The “End of the Spear” is a movie based on the story of five missionaries who were killed by the Wauruni tribe who 
lived in the jungles of Ecuador and how this opened the door for their families to live with the tribe and share the 
gospel. The movie is told from the perspective of Steve Saint...Nate’s son. The five missionaries were murdered at 
the beginning of the film. I know Robert Gonzalez wouldn’t have shed a tear, but as the news was shared with the 
family and especially Nate’s son, Stevie, a tear slid down my cheek and I thought to myself “How much is too 
much!” You’ll need to watch the movie to see how the rest of the story ends. But if things work out the way the 
itinerary is written you will get to stop by the camp and airfield they used as their home base to extend the gospel 
to this unreached people group! 
This spring, Lisa sent a survey out to the IMB missionaries that are in her assigned group which are missionaries 
that work with the people groups in North Africa, the Horn of Africa, and the Middle East asking what the IMB 
needed to do in order to fulfill the Great Commission. These are some of the last people groups who have not had 
the chance to hear the gospel. They are also some of the very hardest dark places to penetrate. These are places 
where mission work is hard and missionaries are in physical danger. One of the most frequent replies was that to 
reach those people the IMB must allow them to take more risks!  
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What does the Bible have to say about our mission as Jesus’ children? What are the costs? What are the rewards? 
 
What is your mission? 
I think as I read the Bible there are two main missions that God calls us to. They might not be what you think. He 
likes His people to live Holy lives…but that is not their mission. He really wants His people to obey Him 
completely…but that is not their mission. He wants His people to worship Him…but that is not their mission. He 
wants His people to be doctrinally sound ….but that is not their mission. 
God’s people have a mission with two parts…bring Glory to God and share the gospel of Christ to others! That’s it! 
We can talk about other things, but if everything in our life is not doing one or both of those two things we are not 
really ready to be on God’s team.  
Think about it today as you’re on the bus….how can I change to better glorify the Father and who can I share the 
Gospel of Christ with. It is time for each of us to be intentional with the mission God has called us to! 
 
What will it cost? 
Jesus is clear….everything! He tells His followers to expect the same treatment that the world gave Him! 
Specifically He says it will cost loss of family, position,  wealth,  personal safety, and even death . He then gives the 
following advice …”count the cost.” It would have been great if His advice was…“This is the way out of paying the 
cost!” I am going to ask you to think about a scary question this morning. What is the one thing that you are really 
scared that Jesus will ask of you if you go all in for Him? Is it control of your life? Is it your 
finances…family…kids…position...health? You get the picture! I am pretty sure that God is still looking for people to 
serve on His team, but to join it will definitely cost you something. Are you ready to pay the price?  
 
What are the rewards?  
Because Lisa is on the board of trustees, I have been invited to several missionary gatherings of present and former 
IMB personal. To me the word that best describes those missionaries is “free”. They seem to have figured out how 
to be confident with their purpose, content with little, satisfied with loss, and unafraid. I don’t know about you but 
that is the Christian walk I want! 
God doesn’t call everyone to die in Ecuador sharing the gospel with the Wauruni or risk their lives to share with 
Muslims in Somalia. But God does want everyone on the team to be ready when He calls their name! So today as 
you see the home base for Nate Saint and Jim Elliot and the beauty of God’s creation where they were privileged 
to serve and die. 
Read their words at the beginning of this devotion and be reminded there is no cost too high for the Savior!  
 
Dear God, 
Please let me pay the cost to serve you, glorify you and share the gospel.  Forgive me for the lack of courage I have 
shown in the past.  From here on out let me serve you with full obedience. 
Amen 

 
 
 
 
  

      
 
 
 

 
 
Thurs. August 3   



                                                           
 
 
                    “Unbroken” 
                                                 The power of forgiveness 
 
 
Matthew 6:14-15 
14 For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you 
do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. 

 
Matthew 18:21-22 
21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?”  
22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.[ 
 
 
Matthew 18:23-35 

23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who 

owed him ten thousand bags of gold[h] was brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his 

children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.  26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I 

will pay back everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. 28 “But when that servant went out, he found 
one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver coins.[i] He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he 

demanded. 29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it back.’ 30 “But he refused. Instead, he 

went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged 
and went and told their master everything that had happened. 32 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled 

all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In anger his 

master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 35 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of 
you unless you forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 

Hebrews 12:1-3 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily 
entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy 
set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such 

opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.    
 
 
                  
                                            “I think the hardest thing in life is to forgive.”…Louis Zamperini 
                                            “True forgiveness is complete and total”…Louis Zamperini 
                                            “Hate is self destructive”…Louis Zamperini 
 
Unbroken is based on the life of Louis “Louie” Zamperini.  The main focus of the movie is the story of incredible 
perseverance and courage that Zamperini shows as he is brutally tortured in a Japanese POW camp by The 
Bird…Corporal Mutsuhiro Watanabe.  “The Bird” singles out “Louie” because he is an Olympic athlete and 
proceeds to humiliate, torture, and make an example out of him to intimidate other prisoners.  “Louie” never 
falters!  The movie ends with the following written across the screen: 
                                              “After years of severe post-traumatic stress, Louie made  
                                               good on his promise to serve God, a decision he credited 
                                               with saving his life” 
Long before you young guys time, there was a famous radio personality, Paul Harvey who would tell the first part 
of a dramatic story and then say “And now for the rest of the story!”  The “Louie Zamperini story did not end after 
the war.  He came home and like the rest of his fellow soldiers tried to return to a normal life.  He married and had 
children.  However, because of his experiences he began to drink heavily.  His life tumbled out of control until 
someone invited him to a Billy Graham crusade.  At the crusade meeting, he answered the call to become a 
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Christian and his life was changed.  He accepted Christ’s forgiveness and was then able to forgive his Japanese 
captors including “The Bird”.   
The real story of “Louie” Zamperini’s life is not the story of courageous perseverance but the eternal story of 
Christ’s forgiveness and His command that His followers forgive others!  This morning I want you to look at three 
principles of forgiveness. 
 
Forgiveness is required 
Occasionally God puts verses in the scripture that cause us grace based Baptists to gulp.  For example, when He 
says in Matthew 6:14-15 “If you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.”  That is a 
serious verse!  Why would God stress forgiveness so much?   
Christ came for many purposes.  He came to teach good doctrine.  He came to provide healing and food for the 
poor.  He came to love people who were unlovable.  He came to represent God the Father in the flesh.  He came to 
live sinless.  But the essence of Christ’s mission was forgiveness!  If you are called to live like Christ and become 
Christ-like, then you must forgive.   It is as silly for you to believe you can be a Christian and not forgive as it is for 
you to say I am flying to Ecuador because I have a plane ticket and never get on the plane (did Robert Gonzalez get 
on the plane)!  If Christ is full of forgiveness, then to be like Christ you must too!  Forgiveness of others is not 
optional.  It is required! 
 
Forgiveness is unconditional 
I have known Christ since as was 11.  Sometimes I forget the price of my forgiveness.  In one of those times where I 
was full of my self-righteousness, I heard the story of this really despicable mass rapist and murderer from Canada 
on Sixty Minutes.  Jesus seemed to whisper in my ear “I had to take on that man’s sin so that I could forgive you!”  
Christ never said I’ll forgive that one but maybe not that one.  He never said I know that person will never believe 
in me, so I will not take on their sins on the cross. 
Sixty Minutes also did a really good report on “Louie” Zamperini that I would encourage you to watch on YouTube 
when you get home.  “Louie” felt the conviction of Christ to forgive each of his captors.  He even developed a 
ministry based on the power of forgiveness.  He was given the opportunity to carry the Olympic Torch in Japan for 
the 1998 Nagano Winter Olympics.  While there he met with the guards and shared his forgiveness and even more 
importantly Christ’s forgiveness.  He tried to share this with “The Bird” but Corporal Mutsuhiro refused the 
meeting.  If anyone had the right not to forgive it was “Louie” Zamperini.  He had earned it in a Japanese POW 
camp!  But he had learned the Master’s command to forgive “seventy times seven” (Matt. 18:21-22).   
Stop for just a minute.  Just now between you and the Holy Spirit…who do you need to forgive maybe for the 
umpteenth time?  Isn’t it time for you to become more like the Savior? 
 
Forgiveness if restorative 
 
Louis Zamperini’s life was restored into a right relationship with God when he accepted Christ as his Savior.  His 
nightmares and bitterness were resolved when he forgave his captors.  That is the power of Christ.  We have been 
forgiven so much.  Now we can forgive! 
In the parable of the unforgiving servant (Matt. 18:21-35), Christ teaches how this works.  He forgives us of 
unimaginable debt.  We are restored.  We likewise as His servants and out of gratitude for His gift to us, should 
forgive others for the way they have harmed us.  This allows them to be debt free as well. 
What a great privilege we have to receive forgiveness so that we have the privilege to forgive others.   This 
morning,  I want you to think for a moment as you look out on the beauty of Camp Chacauco about the beauty of 
Christ’s forgiveness to you.  The Bible says that He endured the pain of the cross for the joy of forgiving you and 
restoring your fellowship with Him (Hebrews 12:2).  Really say thanks to Him this morning! 
Now ask the Holy Spirit to empower you to forgive the people you need to forgive this morning.  Do It!  Give up the 
right you have to hold onto the wrong that has been done to you.  Jesus wants you to know not only the joy of 
being forgiven but the joy of being the forgiver! 
 
Dear Jesus 
Thank you for your forgiveness.  I pledge to you today I will forgive those who have wronged me.  I give up my 
rights to be angry at them. I ask for your power to do this and it is in your name I forgive them. 



Amen 

 
 
 
 
                  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday August 4 



 

 

                                             “Chariots of Fire” 
               Living out your purpose for God 
 
John 3:16 
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
 
Matt. 5:16 
16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 
 
Mark 12:30 
30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’[a] 

 
 
Ephesians 2:10 
10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 
 
James 1:5 
5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. 
Philippians 4:19 
19 And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus. 
 
Matthew 6:25-33 
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than 
food, and the body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly 
Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life[e]? 

28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon 
in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown 
into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or 
‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his 
kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will 
worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. 

 

 
 
 
  “I believe God made me for a purpose, but He also made me fast”…Eric Liddell 
  “We are all missionaries.  Wherever we go we either we bring people  
     Nearer to Christ or we repel them from Christ.”…Eric Liddell 

 
 
 
“Chariots of Fire” is one the great feel good movies of all time!  It also has one of the best theme songs ever.  For 
you young guys let me suggest you find a copy…oh never mind the younger generation probably wouldn’t get it 
anyway.  The story is about a Scottish rugby and track star named Eric Liddell and a British runner named Harold 
Abrahams.  In the movie we follow their experiences as they prepare for and participate in the 1924 Olympic 
Games in Paris.  Eric is the one I want you to think about this morning.  He was born in China to missionary parents 
and was devoted to Christ.  When it was time to attend college he returned to Scotland from China to go to school.  
While he was in college he discovered his athletic skill in Rugby and became part of the Scottish national rugby 
team.  Eric was fast and as the Olympics drew near he switched to track and started to compete on the Scottish 
national team.  The movie chronicles his struggle to maintain his commitment to the mission field while his fame 
as a runner explodes.  In the year before the Olympics, he ran the fastest 100 yard dash in British history up until 
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that time. He was selected to run for the British national team in the Olympics.  The problem for Eric was that the 
100 meter trials were run on Sunday.  He refused to compromise and decided not to participate.  Fortunately he 
was given the opportunity to run the 400 meters and won the Gold Medal in world record time (uh-oh maybe 
should have give a spoiler alert)! 
At the end of the movie the British team is shown running on a beach as the theme song roars.  The joy on Eric’s 
face as he runs is evident and we read about the rest of his life.  Eric returned to China shortly after the Olympics 
and served Christ as a missionary.  He died in a Japanese prison camp during World War II.  Eric lived and died 
knowing how to use every gift God had given him in a purposeful way to advance the Kingdom of Heaven!  This 
morning I want you to learn how to live purposely for God in the quietness of the Andes Mountains so you can live 
that way in the loudness of your everyday life. 

 
What is your purpose? 
Let me challenge you with a thought.  Since God is all powerful, what is it that He needs from you?  What do you 
bring to the table?  Is it you money?  Is it your skills?  Is it you looks, humor, or winsome personality?  Is it your 
influence and power to lead others? 
It shouldn’t take long for you to recognize that you have nothing that He can’t live without.  And yet He chose you.  
He chose to create you.  He chose to gift you with a particular set of chromosomes.  He chose your parents.  He 
chose the circumstances that have influenced you for good or bad.  If He doesn’t need anything, why did He spend 
so much effort to make you?  Jesus said He did it because He loves you (John 3:16).  Jesus says He did it because 
you are part of His glory (Matt. 5:16). 
Part of what the movie shows is the differences between the motivations of Henry Abrahams and Eric.  Henry is 
focused on winning.  It defines him!  Eric is focused on his Godly purpose.  It defines him as well!  If you change the 
perspective of your life from it centering on you to it centering on God, you will find fulfillment like never before.  
The irony is that as long as your life is about you, you will never be happy! 
 
What is your project? 
So now that you have locked down your purpose…to glorify God, what is your project? The Bible says that even 
before you were born God had a set of good works that He had planned for you to do (Ephesians 2:10).  How do 
you find your Godly project? 
In James 1:5, we are told that if we lack wisdom then we are to ask.  God doesn’t want to play hide in seek with 
what He wants you to do to bring Him glory.  Ask Him what it is He wants!  Then be obedient to His call.  Eric 
Liddell was called to share the gospel in China and that is what he did for most of his life.  But God gifted him to 
run.  So he ran.  He didn’t run for the Gold Medal even though I am sure he was glad to get it…he ran for God’s 
glory!  What has He called you to do with your life for His kingdom?  How has He gifted you to serve Him?  Ask Him 
this morning.  Then listen to Him.  Then obey! 
 
What is your provision? 
If Eric Liddell was with you in your quiet time this morning and you asked him where he got his strength to glorify 
God, what do you think he would say?  I am sure that he would tell you that the same God who doesn’t need you 
but made you for a purpose and the same God that prepared the good works you are supposed to do will supply 
the provision for your project!  God’s abundance waits to be shared with His purposeful followers.  Your job this 
morning is to submit your life and plans to your maker.  Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal the part of the plan He wants 
you to know and then obey what He tells you to do.  And trust your Father that He will provide everything you 
need to bring Him the glory He deserves! 
 
 
Dear Father, 
Show me how to live in your purpose, do your project, and live on your provision.  I want all of you.  Do not let me 
settle for anything less! 
Amen 

 
 



Sat. August 5 
        
                                             
     I am not sure that anyone ever reads the Saturday devotional.  It is always so hectic on Saturday and really most 
of us are ready to be home to our familiar routine and our family.  Don’t tell me…but you might just be a little tired 
of my writings by now anyway!  So I started to just stop at Friday’s devotion but then I read the last four years and 
they were really good even if I say so myself.  I am not sure I can top them, so I just left them in for you to read.  
But as the leader I get paid the big bucks to write something fresh and so here goes.  
 
 

                  “Dunkirk” 
           When you can’t get home…home comes to you 
 
 

Romans 5:6-8 
6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, 
though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us. 
 

 
The movie “Dunkirk” is about the small boat evacuation of British, French and other allied troops by civilian boats 
at the beginning of WWII.  Because the waters off the beach at Dunkirk were shallow, large military ships could not 
make it close enough to evacuate the 300,000-400,000 troops that were hemmed in by the ocean and surrounded 
by the Germans.  The civilian small boats were able to get to the beach and so they become the one and only way 
for the soldiers to be saved and make it home! 
One of the main story lines is about a soldier who is really kind of a coward.  He first pretends to be a medic to get 
a wounded soldier on a medical transport so that he can get on with him.  This boat sinks and he blends in with the 
rescued heroic medics and is put on another boat.  This boat is torpedoed and sinks.  He is rescued by a life boat 
but in returns to the beach in Dunkirk.  Finally, he finds a beached trawler that when the tide comes in floats and 
he thinks he is on the way home.  But it sinks.  You really start to think he is getting what he deserves because he 
seems to be only thinking about himself.  However, he is finally rescued by one of the small ships and makes it 
home!  Dang it another spoiler alert! 
Isn’t that mankind’s story?  Isn’t it your friend’s story?  Isn’t it your story?  We all needed to get home.  We all were 
unworthy of being saved. But through God’s great grace we are carried home by Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross! 
As you read this devotion, I want to encourage us to be actively engaged in helping unworthy sinners find their 
way home!  Aren’t you glad someone took the chance to share the Gospel of Christ’s grace with you! 
 
Dear Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
Thank you for a great trip! 
Thank you that when I was an 11 year old boy you snatched me out of my lost life and sealed my future 
homecoming.  Thank you that every day I am on a journey that will eventually end up in your presence forever.  Do 
not let me be satisfied with leaving others behind. 
Amen  
 
Last year’s 
 

                                                             Guess It’s Over, Call It A Trip 
 
                                                               
Acts 4:42-47 



They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at 
the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property 
and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their 
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their 
number daily those who were being saved. 

 
 
     Anna is the “blondest” Chinese I know.  She really has problems with her sense of direction.  For example, one 
Sunday night she went with her friends to Slim Chickens by the Mall.  We live outside of Elm Springs.  All she had to 
do was find her way to I 49 and she was home, but she just couldn’t figure out how to get to the interstate from 
the Mall.  She decided to drive back to church because from there she could find her way home!  What a great 
devotion idea…no matter what your circumstances if you can find your way to the Church then you can find your 
way Home! 
     I joined FBC Fayetteville in 1987.  It has been the best decision of my life!  In my study of Acts 2:42-47, there are 
three things the early church did that the enabled it to change their world.  The 10 of us can lead FBC Fayetteville 
in these areas when we get home so that we can reach NWA for Christ.  
    First, they were unified in purpose, provision and prayer. 
    Next, they respected their leaders. 
    Finally, they found favor with the world because of the way they lived and used that respect to give Christ glory 
and share Him with the World! 
    I hope as you reflect on this year’s trip you will commit to do whatever God commands, so that NWA will hear 
the Gospel of Christ! 
     
Two years ago: 
     I told you that there was more to the story of Ru Gang and Shui Quing.  The most difficult thing in Lisa and my 
marriage was infertility.  But the blessing of adopting Rachel, Abby and Anna from an orphanage in China was 
better than having biologic children.  Because of the girls and the witness of Ru Gang and Shui Quing, my young 
married Sunday School class filled up with Chinese couples.  That group was led to start Grace Chinese Church.  The 
church grew and needed a building.  Years ago First Baptist Church Fayetteville helped start a church which put 
into its constitution that if the church ever folded the property would go back to FBC Fayetteville.  This church 
closed at the same time Grace Chinese Church needed a building.  Our Pastor led our church to give the facility to 
the Grace Chinese Church.  That church now has 100-200 members.  This week I saw a 7 year old Chinese-
American boy who was going to Guatemala on a mission trip to work in an orphanage.  I asked him where he went 
to church…Grace Chinese Church! 
     I don’t know what the long term impact this week will have.  You and I may never know.  But those people who 
shared the Gospel with Ru Gang and Shui Quing before they moved to Fayetteville planted a seed that started a 
tremendous ministry.  I would encourage you to continue to pray that God would do the same in the lives of the 
Students that we met this week! 
      
 
 
Three years ago 
 
     Do you ever wonder why spiritual life seems so hard?  Why could I tell someone in Ecuador about Christ but in 
Arkansas my mouth dries out?  Why could I feel so close to Christ for this week and feel so rushed that I don’t have 
time for Him when I get back to work and family?  How could I think about Jesus and ministering to others when I 
worked in Ecuador but at home He is pushed out of my work life by job pressures?  How could I feel so connected 
to other believers in Ecuador but at home not feel so united with others?  Why didn’t God just make it easy to be a 
Christian?! 
     I have heard the story of Esther a million times, but this week this line from her story stuck out…”The king has 
not invited me to see him in 30 days.”   Why instead of causing her to stress out and fear for her life didn’t God just 
whisper in Xerxes ear “Do you remember that cute little Esther?  Why don’t you invite her out for dinner tonight?”  
     Three quick reasons because I want you to have time to read last year’s devotional…Rick, you know you didn’t 
read it!  First, Esther’s distress caused her to rely on God.  Her beauty and feminine wiles were not enough.  So 



when you are distressed this year rely on God!  Second, it caused her to involve fellow believers in her situation.  
So when you are distressed this year rely on Christian friends!  Finally, it let everyone know that only God can 
resolve God sized problems.  So whenever you are distressed remember to give Him glory! 
     It has been a great week!  May God bless you in the coming year! 
 
 
 
Four years ago 

Acts 9:30 
30 When the believers learned of this, they took him down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus. 
 
 
 

     The week is over!  I am sure that you will have memories that will stay with you for a lifetime.  I know one thing 
as well…every year the trip ends the same way.  We go home! 
     The Bible is full of people who went home.  Ruth went home.  Ezra went home.  Jesus went home.  The demon 
possessed man from the Gaderenes went home.  Paul went home.  Going home is full of hope, joy and familiarity.  
I am ready to sleep in my own bed, see my wife and kids, and eat breakfast at Chick-Fil-A.  But going home has 
challenges too. 
     The first challenge you will face is familiarity.  Paul had just seen Christ on the way to Damascus.  He had met 
the apostles.  He was ready to give the same enthusiasm to the cause of Christ that he had given to stopping it just 
a little while ago.  But God sent Paul back to Tarsus.  He had to go back to the routine of tent making.  He went 
back to the family that he had left to go to Jerusalem to study under Gamaliel.  If excitement is a blazing fire, 
familiarity is the fireman that tries to put it out.  When you go back don’t let your routine drown out the 
enthusiasm that you experienced as you shared in meeting needs and telling your story in Ecuador.  NWA is full of 
people with needs and with people who need to hear your story!  
     Another joy stealer you will meet when you get home is work.  Most of us have to start our routine on Monday.  
For some it is a new semester in school.  For some it is catching up on chores.  For some it is going back to work.  
For me it is easy to lose my enthusiasm when I walk into the nursery for the first time.  Paul had to go to work 
when he went back to Tarsus.  He was no longer a student.  He was a tent maker. 
     The last Debbie Downer is other people.  I don’t know about you but is easy for me to tell other people about 
Christ in Ecuador.  It is not that easy back home.  People know me there.  They have seen me when I have not been 
Christ like.  Can you imagine what it was like for Paul when he was in Tarsus?  He had been the family’s shining 
religious star.  Not every little boy was taught by a great Jewish rabbi.  Now he was talking gibberish and seemed to 
make religious Jews angry.  Is that the return his parents wanted on his education? Probably not!  I can only 
imagine the difficulty in facing the people back home.  But that was where God sent him. 
     God left Paul in Tarsus for about 4 years.  During that time he met with Christ; he mastered the craft of tent 
making; he shared Christ with his family; and he learned how to deal with difficult people as he told them about 
Jesus.  It was at home in Tarsus where he learned everything he would need as a missionary.  And when the time 
was just right, God sent him to Antioch, then to Jerusalem and then to the rest of the world. 
     This mission trip is a high point in your spiritual life.  Use the next few weeks and months to seek God and to 
find out how he wants to use you for years to come!  

 
Father, 
Thank you for this trip.  I have seen you work.  
 
Amen  
 

 
 
 


