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Warm Up  
Is the world getting better or worse? 

Where do you hear that the world is getting better? 
Where do you hear that the world is getting worse? 

 
“To be faithful in this time, we must spot the decline and progress 

myths wherever we see them, and then counter them with the Bible’s 
story line, which is better and more satisfying because it happens to be 

true” (pg. 183, paragraph 2). 
 

The Myth of Progress 
 
“The decline narrative’s flip side is the ‘progress narrative,’ which says 
that things are inevitably getting better instead of irreversibly worse” 

(pg. 182, paragraph 3) 
 

“…Newbigin saw that the church in his country had been co-opted by 
the ‘myth of progress,’ the idea that the world is moving forward on an 

evolutionary trajectory toward greater and greater heights of human 
knowledge and moral behavior” (pg. 183, paragraph 4).  

 
What types of phrases embody the myth of progress? 

 
“In the 1970s and 80s, whenever Ceauşescu, the dictator, made 

speeches, eh would claim that ‘the future’ belonged to the 
Communists. Translation: Get on board or get left behind!” (pg. 187, 

paragraph 6 from page 186).  
 



“And then he added a line that echoed around the world, ‘Whether you 
like it or not, history is on our side” (pg. 187, paragraph 4). 

 
“For the myth of progress, the focus is on shedding the baggage of the 

past as we lean forward into the future” (pg. 192, paragraph 2). 
 

What are the longings we see in the myth of progress? 
 

“The myth of progress is effective because it gets at the longing to be 
part of a story that is going somewhere. The longing is right and God 

given” (pg. 188, paragraph 2).  
 

What are the lies? 
 

“The myth of progress leads you to downplay the past. And why not? 
Once you believe you are part of the most privileged, progressive, and 
advanced era in human history, you will find it unnecessary to reach 

into the past and retrieve insights that may be useful for contemporary 
society” (pg. 192, paragraph 4).  

 
“When people talk about being on the right side of history or moving 

forward and not backward, they often speak of progress as if it is all for 
good, as if it is something desirable. But not all developments are 

healthy” (pg. 193, paragraph 1).  
 

“The myth of progress creates a sense of superiority over others that 
leads to exploitation and abuse” (pg. 193, paragraph 3).  

 
The Myth of Decline 

 
“…the idea that things are getting worse and worse, especially in 

regards to spirituality and morals.  
 



“For the myth of decline, the focus is on returning to some pinnacle 
from which we have fallen” (pg. 192, paragraph 2).  

 
What types of phrases embody the myth of decline? 

 
“…nostalgic for the ‘better’ society they knew in the 1950s or 1960s…” 

(pg. 195, paragraph 1) 
 

What are the longings we see in the myth of decline? 
 

“We can’t fall for the myth of decline, as if there were a golden age in 
the past that we are to find and be faithful to” (pg. 195, paragraph 2) 

 
What are the lies? 

 
“No golden age of Christianity existed in the past, only an unbroken line 

of broken sinners saved by the grace of God and empowered to 
transmit the gospel to the next generation” (pg. 195, paragraph 2). 

 
“Every generation of Christians believes they are in the last days of this 

world. And every generation so far, has been wrong” (pg. 185, 
paragraph 3). 

 
Which myth do you think is more prevalent today in the culture? 

…in the church? 
 

The Better Biblical Story 
 

Wax quotes G. K. Chesterton who writes, “The world is what the saints 
and prophets saw it was. It is not merely getting better or merely 

getting worse; there is one thing that the world does; it wobbles” (pg. 
190, paragraph 1).  



“The church lives according to a different timetable, a calendar that 
shows the myths of progress and decline to be the sham that they are” 

(pg. 197, paragraph 2). 
 

Responding to the Myth of Progress 
 

“The gospel tells us that God has taken upon Himself the task of making 
our world new, and His purposes and plan for this good creation don’t 

come about by a ‘gradual evolution’ into a new age but through the 
cross of Jesus Christ” (pg. 106, paragraph 7).  

 
“The best proof for Christianity today is a community of people who are 

in this word but not of it, who counter the myth of progress with the 
true story of a new world that began on a Sunday morning outside 

Jerusalem” (pg. 199, from last paragraph on 198).  
 

Ultimate hope is in God’s restoration of the world displayed by the 
Church.  

 
Responding to the Myth of Decline 

 
“Meanwhile for those who are inclined to adopt the myth of decline, 
we should remember that fear and nostalgia will not inspire us to be 

faithful in our time” (pg. 199, paragraph 1).  
 

The Church offers hope for individuals and society and lives faithfully 
in the present. 

 
Summary  

Read, know, and live the better Biblical story of Creation, Fall, 
Redemption, and Consummation.  


