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Warm Up  
 

“Finding your soul mate make’s for reality TV ratings, but it isn’t biblical. 
It’s a curious feature of this—our time” (pg. 137, paragraph 2) 

 
How do you see marriage portrayed in popular culture? 

How do people typically talk about marriage? 
What are some prominent myths about marriage in our culture right 

now? 
 

Marriage Myths 
 

Myth 1: Marriage is just a social contract 
 

“If you’re like me, the idea of an arranged marriage provokes a visceral 
reaction. …Maybe it’s because we realize that a marriage based solely 
on contractual obligations (which make feelings of love and affection 

irrelevant) doesn’t measure up to the biblical ideal” (pg. 141,  
paragraph 3). 

 
How does this view impact if people get married?  

 
Have you every heard anyone say, “I don’t need a piece of paper to tell 

me I’m in love?” How should we respond? 
 

Myth 2: Marriage is only about romantic feelings 
 

“If you think marriage is only, or primarily, about the government’s 
recognition of intense, romantic love, then you’re not all that different 



from most people in society, including those who advocate for same-
sex marriage” (pg. 142, paragraph 1). 

 
How have marriage “vows” and ceremonies (in real life or 

entertainment) focused on romantic feelings? 
Why do you think we focus so much on romantic feelings in marriage? 

What could be the danger in that? 
 

“If your love is built solely or primarily on romantic feelings then 
whenever that romantic ‘high’ fades away, as it is bound to do, the next 

stage of the marriage relationship—the deeper love of your 
companion—will feel like a letdown” (pg. 144, paragraph 1).  

 
 

Myth 3: Marriage is for soul mates/ 
If you marry the right person it will be easy 

 
What is a soul mate? Are they real? 

 
“It’s not about finding the ‘soul mate’ who completes you. Only God 

can complete us. Marriage is at best, a deeply flawed man and woman 
coming together before God and His people and agreeing to love and 
honor and cherish each other until the end of their days. All marriages 
are broken, but what makes a marriage is they are broken together” 

(pg. 146, paragraph 2).  
 

“This myth is wrong because (1) the ‘right person’ you marry changes 
over time, and (2) a good marriage doesn’t necessarily mean an easy 

marriage” (pg. 145, paragraph 1). 
 

Why should we expect marriage to take work and even be difficult at 
times? 

 



 
Myth 4: The Wedding is the mountain top 

 
“That’s why almost every romantic comedy ends with wedding—the 

celebration of the relationship that has endured all the trials of dating 
and romance (that you can fit in two hours!) and had now achieved 

success. 
The Bible flips this picture upside down. The wedding isn’t the summit; 

it’s the base of the mountain” (pg. 147, paragraph 1 & 2). 
 

If the wedding day is the finish line, what will happen to a couple after 
the wedding day? 

 
Myth 5: Biblical Marriage has viable alternatives 

 
What are the typical alternatives to biblical marriage? 

 
A Better/Biblical View of Marriage 

 
“You don’t endure in marriage for fifty years simply by gritting your 

teeth; nor do you endure by ‘feeling’ like you’re in love the whole time. 
There has to be something more. And faithfulness in our time must 
display the richness of marriage at its finest” (pg. 149, paragraph 1). 

 
Accountable to Christ & the Church 

“If we believe the myth that marriage is just a personal thing, a private 
bond between lovers, we will be ‘hands off’ when married couples in 

our congregation run into trouble” (pg. 153, paragraph 1). 
 

How could we better emphasize accountability to Christ and the church 
in weddings/marriages? 

 
 



A Picture of Christ & the Church 
“Marriage like sexuality, is a sign of something greater than itself. It’s 

the picture of Christ and His church, of Jesus and His bride. Behind the 
longing for marriage is the desire for union with God and the reunion of 

heaven and earth. It’s the desire for peace and permanence, a 
relationship based on covenant we know will be steadfast in an 

everchanging world” (pg. 151, paragraph 3).  
 

What are some key ways a marriage should reflect Christ and His 
Church? 


