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Warm Up 

 
What is a “favorite” tv show or movie of yours or something “good” 
you’ve watched recently? 
 -What do/did you like about it? 
 
Why do we watch (so much) tv and (so many) movies? 
 

The Importance of Entertainment 
 
Why are stories important? 
 

1. Stories help us ________________ our world. 
“…oxygen is a good description of stories in general. Stories are the 
stuff of life. They help us make sense of our world” (pg. 45, 
paragraph 3). 
 
2. Stories ______________ our view of the world.  
“Storytelling shapes a person’s view of the world. Good stories 
capture our hearts and free our imaginations so that we can make 
sense of our lives” (pg. 47, paragraph 1). 
 
3. Stories _________ the biblical story of the world.  
“We have allies, not just enemies, in the beloved stories of our 
world. The aspects that make Christianity such a great story, the 
elements that tap into the Christian conviction that good will 
ultimately defeat evil—they show up all the time in popular books, 
movies, and music. Why? Because they borrow from the greatest 
Story ever which happens to be true” (pg. 52, paragraph 1). 

 



Evaluating and Remaining Faithful with Entertainment 
 
“If we are to be faithful in our day, then we will need to be aware of the 
formative power of stories. To be faithful in a world of entertainment 
means we must discover the spiritual longings that fuel the stories we 
tell, expose the lies people want to be true, and, ultimately, see these 
stories in light of the gospel—the true Story of our world” (pg. 48, 
paragraph 2).  
 
What are some typical themes in movies and shows (pg. 59-60)? 
  

What are the longings we see? 
“But, perhaps unwittingly, Hollywood also taps into the longings 
and desires of the human heart, so that unbelievers are 
introduced to themes that resemble the truths we find in the 
story line of Scripture” (pg. 53, paragraph 1). 
 

 What are the lies we see/avoid? 
“Lie-detector Christians are right to see that many of our world’s 
most popular stories rival the Christian worldview” (pg. 57, 
paragraph 3). 
 
“Whenever you consume entertainment, you should expect to 
find longings and lies about the world—longings about how the 
world could or should be and lies about how to reach a happy 
ending” (pg. 60, paragraph 4). 
 
“If you think there’s no problem in watching a film whose overall 
message you approve, even though you have to sift through 
buckets of moral filth to get the message, you are minimizing the 
effect of how a story is told” (pg. 58, very top from last paragraph 
on pg. 57).  
 



 
 Can we identify the echo and apply the gospel? 
 “Seeing entertainment in light of the gospel means that God’s  

Story is the great narrative that makes sense of all of the world’s 
stories. And it’s a Story that both contradicts the lies and fulfills 
the longings” (pg. 58, paragraph 1).  

 
What makes a story “good” or “bad”? 
 
“We love a good story because we want it to be true. And the longings 
in many of our most beloved tales are true, good, and right. But just as 
we love a good story, it’s possible to fall in love with a bad one, too” 
(pg. 53, paragraph 2). 
 
“Stories shape the way we see the world, and that’s why they are 
powerful—either for good, by accurately representing our fallen world 
and shaping our aspirations toward Christian virtue, or for evil, by 
misrepresenting the world and misdirecting our emotions” (pg. 56, 
paragraph 4). 
 
What would “Lie Detector” or “Complimentary” Christians say (pg. 
57)? 
 
“If we are to be faithful in this time of constant entertainment, we will 
need to have imaginations that are cultivated by God’s people and 
God’s word” (pg. 61, paragraph 2). 
  

What does this mean? 
 
 How do we do this? 
 

1. _______________ ourselves in the Word of God. 



“There are three ways to cultivate that kind of imagination. The 
first begins with full and regular immersion into God’s word as the 
great Story of our world” (pg. 61, paragraph 5), See also pg. 61, 
paragraph 6. 
 -What’s “full” and “regular”? 
 
“After all, faithfulness in a world of entertainment doesn’t start 
with the desire to be better interpreters of the world’s stories; it 
starts with the desire to better know God’s story” (pg. 62, 
paragraph 1). 
 
“Unless you inhabit the strange world of the Bible, with God’s 
Word on your lips and His stories planted in your heart, you will 
not be faithful in a world of entertainment. Faithfully engaging the 
worlds’ entertainment doesn’t start with the cinema but with 
Scripture” (pg. 61, paragraph 2). 
 
2. ___________ why certain stories resonate with those around 

us. 
“We learn a lot about our society and how the people around 
us view life through the entertainment they consume” (pg. 62, 
paragraph 3). 
 
“You do not have to consume all forms of entertainment in 
order to understand the world we live in. In fact, one of the 
ways we remain faithful in this time is by deliberately avoiding 
some shows and movies” (pg. 63, paragraph 1). 
 
“…as you observe entertainment today, take note of how 
movies and books provide both a reflection of our society as 
well as a vision of where the filmmakers would like a society to 
go. Sometimes, when you watch a movie, you’re looking in a 



mirror. Other times you’re looking at a blueprint” (pg. 63, 
paragraph 3). 
 

3. ___________ and promote better stories. 
“The Church also has stories, and we do well to tell them over 
and over again, as we drink deeply of the stories of Scripture 
and open our hearts and imaginations to God’s Word” (pg. 64, 
paragraph 4). 


