
 

20 Questions 

Fall 2022 

 

1. How do I stop making idols of celebrities? 

At what point does admiration become idolatry? (Particularly with your friends, 

celebrities, and material things) 

 

Idolatry is a real temptation for all of us 

-We live in a world designed to convince you to idolize celebrities & stuff 

  

Watch how much time, attention, and money you are giving to it. 

 -time and money usually indicate if something is an idol.  

 

Be aware that celebrity is not telling you the whole story 

 -it’s not reality but a highly filtered version 

 

Fill your life up with what’s true and real, particularly Jesus through the word.  

Philippians 3:7-11. But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8Indeed, I 

count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For 

his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 

Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, 

but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on 

faith— 10that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, 

becoming like him in his death, 11that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from 

the dead 

 

Keep things in the right order 

 -God is ultimate, everything else is a gift from Him.  

James 1:17. Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of 

lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 

 

Additional Resources 

 

Book. The Things of Earth: Treasuring God by Enjoying His Gifts by Joe Rigney 

 

Book. This Is Our Time by Trevin Wax. 

 

2. Theologically is Jesus our father because he is our creator and God, or 

are we more like brothers with him because we are fellow heirs? 

We know that Jesus was at the beginning in creation, but does this mean he was 

eternal? I get hung up on “Son of God” because “son” means that a father existed 



before him, for him to be created. I know the LDS church hold the thought that Jesus 

did have a beginning. How do we combat those thoughts? 

 

Jesus is eternally the Son of God  

-He is not the Father. 

-But he was not created by the Father. 

-The idea that Jesus was created is a long-standing heresy, false teaching 

(Arianism) 

 

Right understanding of the Trinity, helps us see this: 

-Father, Son, & Holy Spirit are all fully and eternally God. 

-Father, Son, & Holy Spirit are distinct from one another. 

-That is one God. 

 -bad math and good theology 

-1 Timothy 2:5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, 

the man Christ Jesus, 

 

Jesus’ place in the Trinity is the Eternal Son of God 

John 1:1. In the beginning was the word and the word was with God, and the 

word was God. 

 -Jesus is described as God’s eternal Word. 

-He was “In the beginning…” before all things were created. 

-Word was with God: distinct from the Father 

-Word was God: of the same essence as the Father, fully and eternally. 

 

Jesus the Son of God, God in the flesh, distinct from God the Father & Spirit 

  -Jesus is not our/the Father, He is the Son 

-But he’s not created, he is the Son based on his relationship to the 

Father.  

 

Additional Resources: 

 

Philippians 2:5-11, Hebrews 1:1-4, Col 1:15-20, 2:9 

 

3. What does purity of the heart and mind look like? Is it bad to listen to 

secular music or watch suggestive movies? A few people told me it's 

wrong, but I want to do it because it's not affecting anyone else and I don't 

necessarily feel like I am sinning. Am I wrong? 

 

How you feel doesn’t determine if something is sinful. 

 -Scripture does. 

 

It’s not affecting anyone else, but it is affecting you 



 -everything we watch and listen to affects us. 

 -if it’s desensitizing you to sin, that’s not a good thing.  

 

Purity of heart and mind means I want to think about and pursue things that honor 

Jesus, even only Jesus is the one who sees and knows it.  

-Matthew 5:8 “Blessed are  the pure in heart, for  they shall see God. 
 

-Matthew 5:27-30. 27  “You have heard that it was said,  ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28But I 
say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery 
with her in his heart. 29If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is 
better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell. 30And if 
your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of 
your members than that your whole body go into hell. 

 

 

Jesus expects our purity to grow and impact all areas of our lives 

-1 Thessalonians 4:1-5 Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that as 

you received from us how you ought to walk and to please God, just as you are doing, that you do 

so more and more. 2For you know what instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 3For 

this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality; 4that each 

one of you know how to control his own body in holiness and honor, 5not in the passion of 

lust like the Gentiles who do not know God; 

 

-Ephesians 5:3-5 But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be 

named among you, as is proper among saints. 4Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor 

crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving. 5For you may be sure 

of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), 

has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 

 

Additional Resources:  

 

Book: Trevin Wax, This Is Our Time.  See especially the chapter, “Hollywood Is After 

Your Heart” where Wax says,  

“When believers tell me they have no problem with explicit content because they have a high 

tolerance for viewing violence and nudity, I tell them that’s like bragging about having 

deadened senses. Desensitization is not a sign of spiritual progress but of sensual dullness. Do 

not confuse the ability to be unfazed by depictions of sin with spiritual maturity” (pg. 63).  

 

Book: Mike Cosper, The Stories We Tell. 

 

 

4. Are Catholics saved? LDS? 

 

Being labeled anything doesn’t necessarily make one saved or unsaved. 



 

Right faith in Jesus determines whether we are saved or not 

-So, there are plenty of people who put carry a label but what they believe 

doesn’t actually match up with their label. 

-Some Catholics hold a biblical view of salvation but still have a Catholic 

heritage or label. 

 

However, if you follow the official teaching of the Catholic church… 

You reject the sole authority of the Scripture 

More importantly, you base your salvation on works not faith, which would 

mean that your faith is not in Christ alone. 

 -That would deny a biblical view of salvation. 

 

I have much more difficulty saying that LDS are saved because their beliefs are so far 

from Biblical Christianity, despite claims that they align with Christianity. 

 We would disagree on… 

-how many Gods there are. 

-who God is and what He’s like 

-who Jesus is and what his work accomlished 

-the nature of sin 

-the nature of salvation 

-the authority of Scripture, and much more.  

 

5. How are we suppose to respond when individuals that claimed Christ 

get caught in scandal (especially very public Christians)? For instance, 

Ravi Zacharias and ministers involved in the SBC sexual abuse scandal. 

 

We call sin sin, we hold people accountable, and we provide relief and justice where 

we can. 

 

Remove people from ministry 

-It doesn’t matter who you are or how much good you’ve done in ministry if 

you don’t meet or fail to meet the qualifications for ministry 1 Timothy 3:1-7, 

Titus 1:5-9, 1 Peter 5:1-4, you should be removed from ministry. 
1 Timothy 3:1-7. The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he 
desires a noble task. 2Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one 
wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3not a 
drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4He must 
manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, 5for if 
someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for God’s 
church? 6He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and 
fall into the condemnation of the devil. 7Moreover, he must be well thought of 
by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil. 

-These qualifications leave no room for compromise on issues like 

sexual impurity, abuse of power, greed, etc.  



-W take accusations seriously but also recognizing the need for multiple 

witnesses (1 Timothy 5:19); that is, we take accusations seriously and follow 

proper protocols to investigate them.  

 

Question their salvation 

 Is this a one-time mistake or a pattern of behavior? 

Egregious and continuous sin demonstrates a lack evidence of salvation 
-Galatians 5:17-23 For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of 
the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from 
doing the things you want to do. 18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the 
law. 19Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, 
sensuality, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, 
dissensions, divisions, 21envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I 
warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of 
God. 22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law 
 
-1 John 3:6-10. No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning 
has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever 
practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. 8Whoever makes a practice of 
sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the 
Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 9No one born of God makes a 
practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides in him; and he cannot keep on sinning, because 
he has been born of God. 10By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are 
the children of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the 
one who does not love his brother. 

 

As best we can right the wrongs and prevent future abuse. 

 

Additional Resource: 

 

Podcast: Reconstructing Faith by Trevin Wax on honestly addressing and responding 

to various kinds of recent abuses and crises in the church.  

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/reconstructing-faith-with-trevin-wax/id1644950960 

 

6. At what point does rest become laziness? I often feel the need to skip 

class, work, or Bible study because I’m tired, but after I rest, I want to 

hang out with friends and then feel bad for missing work/class. How do I 

put God and priorities first? 

 

The Bible in both Old and New Testaments gives us the pattern of work and rest, like 

the sabbath 

 

Practically, this is about good time-management or planning 

I would encourage you to plan your week with natural rhythms of work & rest:  

 



Set priorities then plan your week and the rhythms and routines of your week 

according to those priorities.  

 -work when you are supposed to be working 

 -rest when you are supposed to be resting 

 -be with people when you are supposed to be with people 

 -be alone when you are supposed to be alone 

 -be at church when you are supposed to be at church 

 -be with Jesus when you are supposed to be with Jesus.  

 

Additional Resource: 

 

Book: What’s Best Next by Matt Perman in particular chapter 14, “Setting Up Your 

Week” and chapter 15, “Creating the Right Routines.” 

 

7. If the Bible says our humanly standing ranks above the Angels (as we 

are the heirs of Christ), then why are angels immortal?/what do the 

Angels do in Heaven after the Coming of Christ? 

 

Angels are a popular topic for questions like these 

 -because the Bible doesn’t give us much information 

 -the Bible is the story of salvation of humanity by the Son of God. 

  

Human “ranking above the Angels.” 

 -you ARE immortal 

  -in some ways, like the angels 
-Matthew 22:29-30. But Jesus answered them, “You are wrong, because you know 
neither the Scriptures nor the power of God. 30For in the resurrection they neither marry 
nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.” 

 But you rank above the angels because… 

 -You are created in the image of God: Genesis 1:26-27 

 -Jesus died for your salvation (see Galatians 4 below) 

 -Angels work for God, but you are God’s child.   
Galatians 4:4-6. But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 
woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son 
into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”  

 -You have the Holy Spirit dwelling in you. 

  -See Galatians 4:6 
-1 Corinthians 6:19-20. Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 20for you were bought with 
a price. So glorify God in your body. 

 

I have no idea what angels will do after the coming of Christ.  

 

8. Explain the Southern Baptist Convention 



How was it founded? What's the hierarchy from convention down to local church? 

How do churches join? Can churches get kicked out? 

 

The SBC is a collection of like-minded churches working in cooperation with one 

another to impact the whole world with the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

 -Agreed upon statement of faith: The Baptist Faith & Message 2000 (BFM) 

-Combine resources to accomplish world-wide missions, church planting, 

theological education, and more through the Cooperative Program.  

 

Founded by slave holding churches. 

 -But repeatedly and clearly renounced and denounced slavery and racism. 

 

Join by agreeing to uphold the BFM and give to the Cooperative Program. 

 

Hierarchy: there is none 

-marked by free cooperation 

-the local church is authority (unlike Methodists, Presbyterians, Catholics, etc.) 

-we freely combine our resources in the Cooperative Program to fund… 

-The International Mission Board and it’s 3,552 missionaries 

-The North American Mission Board and it’s 2,469 missionaries/church 

planters and 3,720 chaplains 

-6 Seminaries where we train pastors, missionaries, and more.  

-A few other entities.  

 

A church can be removed from cooperation for support of egregious sin or failure to 

uphold the Baptist Faith Message. 

 

Additional Resource 

SBC Website: https://www.sbc.net/ 

 

Baptist Faith & Message: https://bfm.sbc.net/ 

 

 

9. What does the Bible say about transgender and gender identity? 

 

The issue of transgenderism is “Can your actual gender differ from your biological 

gender?” 

-Where do we find our gender, especially if there is an incongruence or 

disagreement between your body and your mind? 

  

The Bible says… 

Your body matters and your gender is based on a bodily reality.  

 

https://www.sbc.net/


God creates bodies with sexual purpose and bodies that reflect male and female 
-Genesis 1:27-28 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them. 28And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful 
and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over 
the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”  

  

God created bodies that fit together in a one-flesh union 

-Genesis 2:24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and 

they shall become one flesh.  

 

We can expect the introduction of sin to impact both bodies and minds. 

-So we can expect for some people that the impact of sin and brokenness in the 

world will mean this kind of disagreement between body & mind. 

-The Bible continues to uphold the goodness of God’s design in our bodies as a 

reliable reflection of reality. 
Matthew 19:4-5 [Jesus] answered, “Have you not read that he who created them from the 
beginning made them male and female, 5and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father 
and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’?  

-In other words, the incongruence is with our minds as much as our bodies.  

 

The world today says, trust your mind and your feelings, don’t trust your body  

-The Bible says the opposite (see Romans 3:9-20) 

-And we are seeing more and more that the best way to deal with this 

disagreement between body and mind is not by permanently altering the body.  

 

The Bible does not support the idea of a woman trapped in a man’s body or vice-

versa.  

 

The Bible does expect that some people will struggle with gender identity. 

 -the solution though is first, to find your identity in Christ 

 -trust the bodily reality that God gives us 

 -seek treatments that help you deal with the incongruence without trying  

to permanently alter your body.  

 

Resources:  

Book: Secular Creed by Rebecca McLaughlin (free pdf version available) 

Book: Love Thy Body by Nancy Pearcy 

Book: God & the Transgender Debate by Andrew Walker.  

 

10. Should Christians refer to a person by their preferred pronouns if said 

pronouns are neutral or do not match the sex of the person? How can I 

show love and respect to a person in conversation and avoid conflict but 

also avoid implicitly endorsing that lifestyle? 

  



This is a difficult but important question. 

 -It’s about competing claims of reality or competing worldviews 

 -We want to respond with truth & grace, compassion & clarity. 

  -Is it loving to perpetuate something we do not believe to be true? 

 

Andrew Walker gives some things to consider when considering this issue: 

 -Level of relationship 

 -Your conscience: which means we can come to different conclusions 

 -Requirements by law or policies 

  -can you ask for an exemption? 

 

Suggestion 

 -Avoid using pronouns, instead refer to the person by name.  

  -if pressed, graciously say why. 

 -It still may cost you. 

 

 

Additional Resources: 

 

Article: “Navigating Pronouns While Loving Your Transgender Neighbor” by Andrew 

Walker 

https://erlc.com/resource-library/articles/he-she-ze-zir-navigating-pronouns-while-

loving-your-transgender-neighbor/ 

 

Article: “How Should I address my Transgender Colleague?” by Charlie Self  

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/how-address-transgender-colleague/ 

 

11. What are your thoughts on the escalation of climate change and 

researchers saying there is only a few years left before things start getting 

bad. How do we approach this from a hopeful biblical perspective? Is 

there still a point to plan for the future? 

 

A biblical perspective, no matter what climate change experts say, includes: 

 -First, we are supposed to be good stewards of creation.  

  -Creation Mandate of Genesis 1:26-31 

  -We steward the Earth, take care of it.  

 -This world is broken and will ultimately be destroyed. 

  -It’s not all we have, it’s not ultimate 
-2 Peter 3:7. But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for 
fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly. 
 

12. How do you start up Gospel conversations with those of the lgbtq 

community/ pro choice/ atheists? What are we supposed to say?? 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/how-address-transgender-colleague/


 

Consider what you say and how you say it 
1 Peter 3:15. but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a 

defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness 
and respect,  

 

Make it about Jesus more than issues.  

 Ask good questions and get them to ask questions.  

-Keep in mind that everyone has beliefs, everyone has a worldview. 

 

Tim Keller had an article last week on this related to how Christian speak in public to 

a world that increasingly hostile to Christianity (positive-neutral-negative) 

Based on the way Paul does this in Acts and writes in 1 Corinthians. 

 Use 3 characteristics in your conversation: 

-Affection: kindly and graciously 

 -Marked by the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:23-34 

   

 -Resolution: believe what the Scripture says and don’t try to downplay it  

   -it makes claims that our culture disagrees with 

    -homosexuality, marriage, abortion, etc.  

   -don’t try to explain those away. 

   -but do keep the main thing the main thing.  

 -Persuasion: show why the Bible’s claims are good  

   -compared to other’s claims.  

    

 

Additional resources:  

 

Article: Tim Keller “How Should Christians Speak in Public?” 

https://mereorthodoxy.com/how-should-christians-speak-in-

public/?utm_source=pocket_saves 

 

Book: Tactics: A Game Plan for Discussing Your Christian Convictions by Gregory 

Koukl 

 

Book: Evangelism As Exiles: Life on Mission as Strangers in Our Own Land by Elliot 

Clark.  

 

Book: The Reason for God by Tim Keller 

 

Book: The Story of Reality by Gregory Koukl 

 

 

https://mereorthodoxy.com/how-should-christians-speak-in-public/?utm_source=pocket_saves
https://mereorthodoxy.com/how-should-christians-speak-in-public/?utm_source=pocket_saves


Book: Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis 

 

 

13. How do you interpret Acts 8:14-17? What is your understanding of: - 

only being baptized in the name of Jesus and that not being enough in the 

passage? - laying of hands to receive the Holy Spirit? - why the prayer of 

Peter and John was needed? Why couldn’t Philip pray for them instead? 

 

This kind of event, where the Holy Spirit appears in a powerful way at conversion, 

including with the laying on of hands by the apostles, happens in 4 places. 

-Acts 2, 8:14-25, 10:44-48, 19:1-10 

 -Why these 4 places? 

-Each of these passages involves a group believing the gospel for the first 

time. 

 -Acts 2: Jews 

 -Acts 8: Samaritans 

 -Acts 10: Gentiles who became Jewish proselytes  

 -Acts 19: Greek Gentiles 

 

So what we have is a special endorsement by the Apostles, and more importantly the 

Holy Spirit that each group is a part of the true church, not an expectation that this 

will or needs to always happen at conversion, especially since we don’t see this 

happen at every conversion in Acts. 

 

Additional Resources: 

 

Book: New Testament Theology by Tom Schreiner, particularly “The Prophetic Spirit” 

pg. 442-448. 

 

14. There are quite a few pieces of scripture, including Jesus’s baptism, 

that point to the Holy Spirit being received at baptism rather than 

salvation. Can you talk about the point the Holy Spirit is received and 

what that really means? 

 

The Holy Spirit is received at salvation because a person cannot be saved and not 

have the Holy Spirit 

 
-Romans 8:9-11. You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God 
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if 
Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised 
Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells 
in you. 

 



Ephesians 1:13-14. In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is the 
guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 

 

Is Baptism required to receive the HS? 

-in the passages we just cited in Acts for the previous question, evidence of the 

Holy Spirit usually precedes baptism. 

 

In Jesus case. 

-His baptism is different than ours, He doesn’t get baptized because he’s saved. 

 -He’s identifying with us. 

-The Holy Spirit descending on him is a special endorsement that He is 

God’s son, just as is the audible voice of the Father, which no one 

expects at their baptism. 

 

15. A. Why not women as pastors, ministers, elders, preachers? 

 

The qualifications for these roles particularly in 1 Timothy 3 are given to men 
-1 Timothy 1:1-7. 1The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires 
a noble task. 2Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-
minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3not a drunkard, not violent 
but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4He must manage his own household well, 
with all dignity keeping his children submissive, 5for if someone does not know how to manage 
his own household, how will he care for God’s church? 6He must not be a recent convert, or he 
may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil. 7Moreover, he 
must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the 
devil. 

 
-2 Timothy 2:1-2. You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ 
Jesus, 2and what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful 
men, who will be able to teach others also. 

 

Specific passages preclude women from these roles. 

1 Timothy 2:12a I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man 

  

15. B. How were the specific passages for the D-group readings selected? 

 -Lance or I make those 

-It’s based on F260 plan from Replicate ministries which gives an overview of 

the Bible in one year. 

 -Our is a 3-year plan to get an overview of the Bible. 

 

Additional Resource: F260 plan. https://replicate.org/wp-

content/uploads/2014/12/F260-Reading-Plan-2018.pdf 

 

15. C. Since Jesus was fully man and therefore felt human emotion, did 

Jesus ever experience attraction? 

 

https://replicate.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/F260-Reading-Plan-2018.pdf
https://replicate.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/F260-Reading-Plan-2018.pdf


 -I think he did because we’re told he faced the same temptations we did. 

 
-Hebrews 4:-14-16. Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, 
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15For we do not have a high priest who is 
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we 
are, yet without sin. 16Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
 
-Hebrews 2:17-18 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might 
become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins 
of the people. 18For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who 
are being tempted. 

 

16. Is there any biblical evidence for "once saved always saved"? 

  

Yes, but maybe not with those words 

Those who are truly saved cannot lose it 
-John 10:27-30. My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28I give 
them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my 
hand. 29My Father, who has given them to me,is greater than all, and no one is able to 
snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 30I and the Father are one.” 
 
-1 Peter 1:3-5. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his 
great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, 
and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who by God’s power are being guarded through 
faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

 

You can know if you are truly saved 
-1 John 5:13. I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that 
you may know that you have eternal life. 
-John 15:8. By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my 
disciples. 

 -Do we see evidence of salvation? 

-In first John the evidence is 1) right belief in Jesus, 2) repentance 

from sin, 3) love for God and other believers. 

-Fruit of the Spirit is evidence of salvation, Galatians 5:16-25 

 

 If you say you can’t know for sure if you’re saved, you’re not being humble. 

  -You’re saying you know better than the Scripture.  

  -And you’re basing your assurance of salvation on you 

-true assurance trusts that God in Christ is going to do what he 

said he would do.  

  

Once saved always saved? 

  -Better said, if saved always saved. 

-Even better said, those who are truly saved cannot lose their salvation 

and they continue to trust in Christ to the end.  

 



Additional Resources: 

 

Biblical Book: 1 John 

 

Book: Stop Asking Jesus into your Heart: How to Know for Sure You Are Saved  by 

JD Greear.  

 

17. I see many people walking away from the Faith and “deconstructing.” 

It’s heartbreaking and discouraging. How are we suppose to  respond 

when people we thought were believers walk away— both to the individual 

that walked away and the church that remains? 

 

First understand what is happening when someone deconstructs or walks away from 

the faith. 

-Did they lose their salvation? No, they demonstrate they were never truly 

saved. 
Matthew 7:21-23: “Not everyone who  says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will  enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but the one who  does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22On that 
day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out 
demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ 23And then will I 
declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’ 

-Jesus never knew them. 

 

Mark 4:13-29. In the parable of the seeds and soils only one group ever 

produces fruit or evidence of salvation. Some appear to give evidence but 

it doesn’t last. 

 
Most clearly: 1 John 2:19. They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they 
had been of us, they would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might 
become plain that they all are not of us.  

 

Conclusion: Those who walk away from Jesus never truly belonged to Jesus. 

 -Why I say, True Believers continue in their trust.  

 

Respond to the person as an unbeliever 

 -Sharing the gospel message 

 -Demonstrating Christ-like love 

 -Praying for their salvation 

 

Additional Resources:  

 

Biblical Book: 1 John 

 



Book: Stop Asking Jesus into your Heart: How to Know for Sure You Are Saved by 

JD Greear.  

 

18. The common argument of how can God send people to hell who have 

never heard about him and the common response is Gods reveals himself 

through creation but how can someone go from the beauty of creation to 

faith in Christ 

 

See Romans 1:18-32 

 

Dealing with the issues of general revelation (nature) and specific revelation 

(Scripture). 

 

General Revelation: 

All people should look at the world and see that they and everything else was created 

by God. But that isn’t enough to save.  

-The key is to ask “What does humanity do with the information that the 

world was created by God?” 

-Instead of using it as a steppingstone to see how we can know 

our creator, humanity exchanges the glory of the creator to 

worship the creation, see Romans 1:18-23.  

-We also exchange what even our consciences tell us about God’s 

desires and pursue our own desires, see Romans 1:24-32. 

   

Creation (general revelation) is an invitation, but it’s not sufficient to save. 

-We need the gospel (specific revelation), that’s what Paul is explaining in 

Romans (1:16-17) 

  -so those of us who know it should give our lives to see it known where  

it’s not like Paul states in Romans 9:1 and 16:22-29 

-But the evidence of creation is enough to condemn us because we do not use 

the evidence to pursue God but devolve into idol worship. 

 

19. Are we supposed to believe that the story of the fall is literal? A talking 

snake seems very fictional. Can you be a Christian and believe the story of 

the fall is more of a mythological creation story but with very real truths 

about God and us that the story reveals? 

 

It’s possible but I don’t think it’s wise. 

  

Sam Emadi on the Bible Talk podcast points to two pieces of evidence that Genesis 3 

is an historical and not mythological account. 

 



First, Bible authors usually demonstrate clearly when they are not speaking literally, 

like in a parable. 

 -Emadi says he doesn’t see those indicators in Genesis 3. 

-I would add, that if we ignore all miraculous and out of the ordinary, we have 

to eliminate a lot of the Bible including almost everything of note that Jesus did 

and most importantly, his resurrection 

-This is only one of two times animals talk in the Bible that I know of, so 

this should be seen as an out-of-the-ordinary event.  

-But it’s still presented as something that really happened. 

 

Second, we should consider how Jesus, the apostles, and New Testament Authors  

-It seems most likely that Jesus treats Genesis as history because of the way he 

references it in his teaching.  
-For example, John 8:44. You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your 
father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, 
because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he 
is a liar and the father of lies. 

-Paul is even more clear in Romans 5. 
-Romans 5:14-15 Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning 
was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come. 
15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s trespass, 
much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus 
Christ abounded for many.  

-Paul’s argument that sin came through Adam but righteousness through 
Jesus Christ doesn’t make as much sense if Adam’s story is mythological. 
-He treats Adam’s story as a real historical problem that has a real 
historical solution in Jesus.  

 

It’s possible this is mythology, but I don’t think it’s likely.  

 

Additional Resource 

 

Podcast: “Bible Talk” with Alex Duke, Sam Emadi, and Jim Hamilton. I would 

particularly recommend the first episode on Genesis 1-3. Emadi addresses this 

question toward the very end.  

 

20. How much does God love me? 

 

More than you know (not just cliché that’s what the Bible says) 
-Ephesians 3:17b-19. so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, 
being rooted and grounded in love, 18may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is 
the breadth and length and height and depth, 19and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 
knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

 -More than you can understand—surpasses knowledge.  

 -More than what can fit in the universe—breadth, length, height, depth. 

 



Demonstrated clearly by the death of Jesus on the cross.  
-John 3:16. “For  God so loved  the world,   that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not  perish but have eternal life. 
 
-Romans 5:6-8. For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7For 
one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare 
even to die— 8but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
 
-1 John 4:10. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to 
be the propitiation for our sins. 

 

 
 


