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   Phases of Growth     

By: Bonnie McClure 

You may have heard the phrase, “growth does not happen 
overnight.” But that isn’t entirely true. Growth is an ongoing 
process that happens all the time, including overnight (in fact, 
during sleep our growth hormones are released), but it      
happens in small, incremental phases that may not look     
exactly like our “end goal.”  

Before the acorn can become an oak tree, it must first go 
through many more vulnerable phases; taproot, shoot,     
seedling, and then an adult tree, sometimes for hundreds of 

years. It endures season after season, at times not even producing its iconic acorns until at least twenty years of age. 
Still, all the while, it is maturing and growing bit by bit, often in unseen ways. Each phase is a necessary  predecessor 
to what lies ahead. 

God grows us this way, too. When we take our prayers to God, often we are seeking answers that are absolute – for 
the pain to be gone, for the problem to be solved, for the decision to be made once and for all. Sometimes God       
answers prayers in this way, but more often, He answers in measured affirmations to which we must attune             
ourselves, preparing us in phases that will deliver us to the end goal.  

An answered prayer may come as a feeling of peace or an idea that we have, an intuition about how to handle a     
situation, or a scripture verse that holds valuable insight into our circumstances. His answer is to lead us in a set      
upon direction, knowing we cannot simply make the leap from acorn to oak tree in a blink of the eye. He takes us to 
the next step in time and the next phase in growth, eventually drawing us a path to full maturity.  

His walk with us is for the long haul and He isn’t afraid of the time or demands of the growth process. He gives us 
guidance, patience when we wander, and embraces us when we return to the work.  

Ecclesiastes 3:11 (NIV) 

“He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the human heart; yet no one can fathom 
what God has done from beginning to end.” 
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Two Shirts Thrift Store 
  If you have Two Shirts, share with someone who has none. Luke 3:1 

WE ARE NOW OPEN 
Tuesday—Friday 11am-3pm, Saturday 11am-2pm 

 
Thank you to our generous friends who have donated money 

to Two Shirts to help with rent payments.  We also have      
received rent assistance from the PPP                                

loan the church received. 
 

Thank you for your continued donations of aluminum and scrap metal 
which we sell to raise money for Two Shirts.  

 

 

TWO SHIRTS FINANCIAL REPORT 
May 2020 

Beginning Balance: $2558 
Utilities: Paid by VRFUMC 

Donations to TS: $1227 
Sales: 5/29-5/30   $280.47 

TS April 2020 donation to VRFUMC: Will be paid in July 
Total Giving to VRFUMC: $80,000.00 

*TSTS closed on 3/21/20 due to Coronavirus 
TSTS reopened on 5/29/20 

 
QUESTIONS 

        Call Nancy Wise 404.374.4154 or Opal Spake 770.546.4802  
                    
                    Check out the Two Shirts Facebook page.  
 

Store Needs:  paper towels, spray cleaner/wipes,                                       
and  one inch masking tape 

 
 

General Announcements  

Join us  on Zoom at 7:30 

pm  on Sundays through 

June 14th. 

To register go to the link below.  

Enter your name and email to 

access the group. 

https://www.griefshare.org/
groups/120071/registrations/

new 

TIDINGS from  
The Trustees  

Nancy Wise-Trustee Chair 

Allison Harrelson is doing a fantastic job of 
cleaning and sanitizing the church.  Please 
help her by respecting the areas that have 
already been cleaned and marked off limits 
by tape and signs.  Please DO NOT enter 
these areas.  If you do go in the church let 
Allison know  so she can re-clean those 

areas. 
Thank you to Larry Boggs for donating his 
time and equipment to keeping the church 

grounds manicured. 
 

If there is anything that needs to be 
changed / fixed / started / done at the 
church please let me know so I can try      

to make it happen.  
                                           

Call or text me at 404-374-4154   

First Day 

of      

Summer 

June 20th 

 

Congratulations to Joey Nalley & Morgan Estes on  

their recent marriage on March 20th.    The large 

wedding was postponed  due to Covid-19.  The 

small, intimate ceremony was conducted by    

Morgan’s dad at The Barn at Nalley Properties. 

https://www.griefshare.org/groups/120071/registrations/new
https://www.griefshare.org/groups/120071/registrations/new
https://www.griefshare.org/groups/120071/registrations/new
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“My brethren, count it all joy when you fall 

into various trials, knowing that the testing of your 

faith produces patience. But let patience have its per-

fect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lack-

ing nothing.”   James 1:2-4 

When you flip a switch, you expect the circuit to be 

completed and for the power to flow to the lights. 

When you turn the knob on your sink, you expect   

water to flow from your faucet. When you turn the key 

or press the button to start your vehicle, you expect the 

engine to ignite. On almost every level, we expect that 

things will work, almost with a blind faith at times. It 

is a quirk of our psyches that until something goes 

wrong, we tend to pay it little attention. It is when 

your heart starts beating irregularly or your blood 

pressure spikes uncontrollably or your relationship 

with *insert individual here* seems to be on shaky 

ground that you really start to pay attention. We do not 

miss what we take for granted, until it is gone. To 

think that church would be something that could be 

taken for granted is a rich irony, but here we are. 

From my earliest childhood memories, church has 

played an integral role in my life. My parents wanted 

to make sure I was involved, so being “voluntold” into 

scripture readings and mission story readings was the 

norm. Missing church was simply unthinkable for the 

Quinton family as we were always active in some part 

of our church’s ministry. I can remember missing 

church attendance only twice in the last 20+ years and 

that was because of sickness. And yet, by the time this 

writing reaches you, I will have not been to “church” 

for 11 weeks. If, when the year began, you informed 

me that this would be the case, I would assume it 

would be because I had died. 

So as a pianist who has been playing in church        

services every weekend for 15 years now, the start of 

quarantine was a surreal experience. How do you   

continue to minister when those you are ministering to 

cannot hear you? I have had an analog mindset when it 

comes to my ministry for some time now. Invitations 

to record and requests for CDs are all things I have 

said I would get around to on a warm, partly cloudy 

someday. I was more than content to sit at the piano in 

church and play because I could not conceive that   

anything could or would ever change that                

arrangement. The weekend would come, I would play, 

and then wait until the next weekend. This was the 

way it had always been, and this was the way it would 

always be. And when this inconceivable change      

arrived, unannounced and sudden as all inconceivable 

things tend to, I was content to simply sit in silence 

until “normal” returned. 

It was not until I had accepted Reverend Martin’s    

invitation to put together a Musical Maundy Thursday 

program that I began to understand Brother James’ 

words. That if we follow God into the unknown during 

our trials, we begin to experience a re-configuration of 

heart and mind and soul; that these challenges begin to 

shape us into better vessels for His Spirit to fill. I      

received several wonderful affirmations from you, 

members who were blessed by the program, that gave 

me a divine reminder that He can use us from any 

place, at any time, and with whatever we have at hand. 

It is easy to long for a return to “the way things were 

before.” Everyone is doing that, and it requires no 

faith. What we have been called to do is to hunger, to 

thirst for the strength to follow God into the Way, the 

Truth, and the Life. That path is often difficult, like 

right now and the past few weeks. But we are not 

those who labor without hope. Because at its end, 

when patience has met perfection, we will hear words 

sweeter than any other ever spoken, “Well done, thou 

good and faithful servant [……….] enter thou into the 

joy of thy lord.” Keep the faith, fight the good fight, 

and may God be with you, until we meet again. 

- Donell “Rick” Quinton 
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Hello everyone!   

Oh, how I miss everyone and our time together! I can’t wait to get back in our church, worshipping together. However, I have 
enjoyed seeing you on our Zoom meetings. Thank you, parents, for allowing your child to join with us! For those who couldn ’t join 
us for Zoom, we have missed you so much. We will continue to have Zoom classes on Sunday mornings for Sunday School 
which is at 10am for our younger kids (preschool-2nd) and at 11am for our older class (3rd-5th).  

I understand all the craziness you are going through, and I wanted to share something with you. We have all been told that    
parenting is one hard job. We have also experienced the truth of this, and even thought of this more than once. Deuteronomy 
lays out instructions for how the faith of children should be nurtured. It is a gift that our God has given us. We have to remember 
that he has a plan, and He is always in control.   

“Hear; O Israel; The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all our soul and with all 
your strength. These commandments that I give your today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk 
about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.” Deuteronomy  
6:4-7 (NIV).  

By no means does reading a few scriptures make parenting any easier, but for me reading and spending time with Jesus brings 
peace to my heart. During this time of unknown, I have been spending extra time with Jesus, and Emma. 

I have opened up to some of you about how hard it is to parent Emma. I love her and she’s a blessing to our family....just        
different from her three siblings, which is not a bad thing. But it does make it a little tough on an older mom. God tells us to be 
patient and our prayers will be answered in His time only. Before the COVID-19, as many other moms, I was struggling as a  
parent and asking God to guide me to be a better mom to Emma.  

She and I were not getting along at all. I was dealing with lots of small issues that were really building up and getting to me. I was 
praying, asking God to show me how I could be a better parent. By NO means did I pray for COVID-19 (please hear me say 
that), but COVID hit and we were home! While it’s Emma’s dream come true to homeschool, it hit me like a ton of bricks! All I 
kept thinking was, “We are home together all day…now what?!?” Little did I know Jesus had a plan!   

During this time at home Emma and I have grown closer together, talking, spending time together, and just hanging out. My  
prayer for you and your family is that you will use this time to grow closer together, and strengthen your family and your faith.  

Be on the look-out for more family resources. 

  

Love in Christ!  

Shannon Shadix 

Son of  Jody and Maggie Wise Smith  
Grandson of  Nancy Wise  

Villa Rica High School  
Attending Southeastern                    

Lineman School in the fall 
 

Son of Erica McConnell                              

Villa Rica High School                                     

Carroll County Board Scholar                

Attending  University of West Georgia          

in the fall 

A Word From the Children’s Director 

Joshua McConnell 
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A Word from Our Healthcare Team 
 

Blessings! We hope this finds all of you well. 

We are the Healthcare Team here at VRFUMC. We are responsible for seeing that our congregation takes all 
steps possible to stay safe and well while on church property. 

Allison Harrelson, who makes sure our buildings are kept clean, is doing double duty right now in that she not  
only cleans as usual but then disinfects all high-touch surfaces. We can help by doing the following: 

When you use the building for any reason, please call or text Allison at 770-294-8337 to let her know you will 
be using the building and what areas you will use. This allows Allison to concentrate her cleaning and 
disinfecting efforts on the areas that need it most. If, while you are in the building, you enter an area not 
specified to Allison earlier, please text her to let her know that you entered/used an additional area. 
Please note that this requirement applies even if you just go in and out of the building. 

Please use only the rear entrance (the one nearest the JAM room) and only that restroom. The more you can 
limit the areas you use, the better. 

Please remember that social distancing remains one of the best ways to stop the spread of COVID-19. We 
are all used to thinking of our church as a safe space – and it should be! – so it is easy to forget that 
many of us still go to work, the grocery store, the pharmacy, etc. This means that the risk, though      
mitigated, is not eliminated.  

When using the building as a group, please designate one person to 1) get in touch with Allison; and 2)     
remind the others about social distancing, particularly while singing. You will notice that when our praise 
team and choir members record songs for inclusion in online worship, they are very well distanced from 
each other. 

In a recent message, our Bishop and the North Georgia Conference Cabinet stated: 

“We do not see ourselves as those charged with issuing edicts about opening from on high. We see ourselves as 
pastors whose first obligation is to do no harm. We also are all too aware that church gatherings have resulted in 
some of the most severe spread of the disease. We do not want even one United Methodist to get sick, die, or 
infect others because they chose to go to church. 

We have a task force of music directors and worship leaders at work to offer us their recommended guidelines 
next week. We anticipate that they will recommend that there be no choirs or congregational singing because 
singing groups are “super-spreaders” that greatly increase the spread of the COVID virus. This insight will be 
helpful to all of our planning” 

And finally, to quote Pastor Whit, “There is  
nothing about this that anyone likes yet we will 
forge ahead by spreading the gospel in a healthy 
way.” 

Many people are working toward reopening in 
the safest way possible. We will update as more          
information becomes available. 

Thank you for your help and cooperation! 

 

Sharon Jeffers, Adecia Pierce, Shannon Shadix,       
Allison Harrelson 

VRFUMC Healthcare Team 
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Children & Youth 

We are so proud of all of our 2020 graduates and want to 
congratulate them on an AWESOME school year. We can't 

wait to see what the future holds for each of you!  

High School Rafting Trip 
 

We will be heading to the Ocoee 
again this year for a whitewater 
rafting adventure, faith building, 
and loads of fun. If you are a  ris-
ing 9th grader - graduating senior 
and would like to attend, let Jason 

know by June 21st.  

 

Dates for the trip are Friday, July 
31 - Sunday, August 2nd.   

 

     Total cost for the trip is $140. 

Don’t forget to comment on the VRFUMC    
Children’s Ministry Facebook page, reach out 

to Shannon or Chelsea if you would like a  
Summer Bible Bucket!!  These will be available 

for pick-up at the church portico Thursday, 
June 11th and Friday, June 12th we will post 

times and reminds on the Facebook page!  

The Corona School of Hard Knocks 
 

I did not dance, I had no prom. 
Where’s this crazy virus coming from? 

Classes cancelled, sports are too. 
Computers only, weird kind of school. 

 
New vocabulary-Coronavirus and Covid 19 

This is the strangest school year that I 
have ever seen. 

Can’t see my friends, not having any fun. 
I think I’ll be glad when this year’s done. 

 
No Pomp or Circumstance. Can’t have a 

celebration. 
Missed the cap and gown. Did I really have 

a graduation? 
So what’s in store for me this Fall? 

Will I get to go to school at all? 
 

This new normal is very strange, 
Masks and gloves, what else will change? 

I do not know, I cannot say. 
But I want this virus to go far away! 

 
 

 
 

The Corona School of             
Hard Knocks 

 
I did not dance, I had no prom. 

Where’s this crazy virus coming from? 
Classes cancelled, sports are too. 

Computers only, weird kind of school. 
 

New vocabulary-Coronavirus and 
Covid 19 

This is the strangest school year that I 
have ever seen. 

Can’t see my friends, not having any 
fun. 

I think I’ll be glad when this year’s 
done. 

 
No Pomp or Circumstance. Can’t 

have a celebration. 
Missed the cap and gown. Did I really 

have a graduation? 
So what’s in store for me this Fall? 

Will I get to go to school at all? 
 

This new normal is very strange, 
Masks and gloves, what else will 

change? 
I do not know, I cannot say. 

But I want this virus to go far away! 

Son of Natalie Beal                                      

Villa Rica High School                           

Attending West Georgia 

Technical College  for HVAC 

Son of Ken & Manda Calain             

Bremen High School                      

Attending the University of West 

Georgia Majoring in English 
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Summer Lunch Program 
Hello Church Family!!  

I have missed being in worship and fellowship with you. It seems like it's been FOREVER since we've been together!! This is 
definitely an uncertain time, and one that I never thought I would see during my lifetime. But, here we are, and we are 
learning to do things differently! 

This summer we will still participate in the By His Hands Summer Lunch feeding program. Especially during this time of 
uncertainty, we have seen a sharp increase in the number of people who need additional help in the area of food. Through 
this program, we are able to help feed children in this community, who may experience a lack of food during times when there 
is no school. Through this ministry, we pack and distribute a box with enough food to sustain an average family for a week. 
Our week to participate in the Summer Lunch food ministry will be the week of July 5th. We will be packing food at our 
church and will then distribute the food to specific locations within our community .  The tentative plan is to meet following 
church services on Sunday, July 5th, to pack and distribute; however, this is subject to change due to guidelines set forth by 
the Conference as well as our Health Team here at the church. 

For this to be as successful as it has been previously, we NEED your help!! Since we have not been in church to collect food 
items to be used for the lunches, we need additional financial donations to help us purchase the food items we will be 
packing.  We try to shop resourcefully and get the best value on the items we purchase, but we have seen an increase in 
prices, as well as a limit to items that can be purchased at one time so we may have to be creative in shopping. Any donations 
that you would like to make can be made to the church, just make sure to mark your donation to summer lunches.  

We also need volunteers to help unload and set-up food for packing, pack the food boxes, and deliver food boxes to the 
people in our community. We will follow guidelines regarding social distancing and practice safety in doing this ministry. While 
this ministry is a vital part of our service in our community, we also want to ensure the safety of our members who volunteer 
to participate.  

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions regarding Summer Lunches. I would love to talk to you!!  

Love in Christ! 

Katie Fowler 

770-265-3763 

katie.fowler@carrollcountyschools.com 

 

Daughter of Rob & Michelle Cason          

Rollins College                                           

Attending Grad School at UGA in the fall 

Daughter of Rob & Michelle Cason       

Walker School                                             

Attending Ole Miss for her                  

undergraduate degree in the fall 

Cassidy Cason 

Callaway Cason 

mailto:katie.fowler@carrollcountyschools.com
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2020 Graduates 

The Corona School of Hard Knocks 
 

I did not dance, I had no prom. 
Where’s this crazy virus coming from? 

Classes cancelled, sports are too. 
Computers only, weird kind of school. 

 
New vocabulary-Coronavirus and Covid 19 

This is the strangest school year that I 
have ever seen. 

Can’t see my friends, not having any fun. 
I think I’ll be glad when this year’s done. 

 
No Pomp or Circumstance. Can’t have a 

celebration. 
Missed the cap and gown. Did I really have 

a graduation? 
So what’s in store for me this Fall? 

Will I get to go to school at all? 
 

This new normal is very strange, 
Masks and gloves, what else will change? 

I do not know, I cannot say. 
But I want this virus to go far away! 

 
 

 
 

Daughter of Shun & Donna Luster          

Villa Rica High School                           

Attending UWG’s Nursing Program 

Daughter of Mark & Becky Short  

Graduate of University of West Georgia  

Daughter of Jeff & Sharle McKenzie                    

Bremen High School                                        

Attending Georgia Institute of Technology  

Grandson of Cecil & Darlene Goyette  

Madison Luster Emily Short 

Jessie McKenzie Josh Minucci 



 

 

 

 

VRFUMC Office Contact Information: 
1789 Carrollton-Villa Rica Hwy, VR 30180 

Phone:  770.459.3067 
E-mail: vrfumc@bellsouth.net   
Website: www.villaricafumc.net 

Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9am-3pm, 
Staff: Ministers of  Faith - Our Congregation 

 
Rev. Whit Martin Senior Pastor: whit.martin@ngumc.com  
Rev. Todd Dudich, Associate Pastor/Concord UMC Pastor:  
todd.dudich@ngumc.net  
George Eidson, Choir Director: gteidson@att.net  
Rick Quinton, Pianist: DonnellQuinton@gmail.com 
Matt & Allison Williamson, Worship Leaders: mattbwilliamson@gmail.com 
Shannon Shadix Children’s Director: shannonshadix@aol.com  
Chelsea Shead, Assistant Director of Children’s Ministry 
Jenna Blair, Preschool Director: vrfumcpreschool@gmail.com  
Patsy Hendricks, Nursery Coordinator 404-403-3397 
Jason Backus, Youth Director: youth.villarica@gmail.com                    
Robin Robinson, Office Manager, vrfumc@bellsouth.net                                 
Matt Cox, Maintenance Director, 954-856-8940  
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MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

Mortgage Balance                 $198,412 
(as of  May 31, 2020) 

 

 March Contributions & Expenses:  
 
 

Needed Each Month   $35,534  
Contributions Received  $28,670 
Expenses Paid    $36,905 
Missional Giving   $2,020 
 
 

Annual Budget Requirement $425,090.00 
“Everyone should give whatever they have decided in their 
heart. They shouldn't give with hesitation or because of  

pressure. God loves a cheerful giver.”  2 Corinthians 9:7 
 

Thank you for your stewardship! 

 

 

June Celebrations & Finances 
 
 
 
 
 
 

06/01 Joseph Wowk 
06/03 Riley Williams 
06/06 James Smith 
06/07 Haleigh Duncan 
06/08 Madelyn Brown 
06/10 Tawnya Boadway 
06/10 Joan Cleary-Sargent 
06/10 Michelle Garner 
06/10 Sunny –Ral McKay 
06/10 Taylor Richards 
06/11 Leah Mossman 
06/12 Amy Lolley 
06/13 Patsy Hendricks 
06/13 Darrel Ledford 
06/13 Hannah Mossman 
06/14 Rodger McMane 
06/14 Tiara McNeil 
06/14 Joey Nalley 
06/15 Paige Smith 
06/15 Alison Williamson 
06/16 Emily Duncan 
06/16 Jenny Durrett 
06/16 Darlene Goyette 
06/18 Nathan Bell 
06/19 Robert Chiles 
06/19 Guinevere Hess 
06/20 Ricky Harrelson 

06/24 Denise Botkin 
06/24 Martha Meehan 
06/24 Michael Pope 
06/26 Audrie Fowler 
06/26 Abigail Marks 
06/26 Tommie Simon 
06/27 Charlie Pierce 
06/28 Bryce Carter 
06/28 Jeroma Edens 
06/29 Laura Dickerson 
06/29 Heather Messel 
06/30 Kaytlynn Bates 
06/30 Olivia Herrell 

Happy Anniversary!  
06/02 Shawn & Halie Bissell 
06/0 7 Kirk & Kristan Nichols 
06/07 Bill & Phyllis Shotwell 
06/08 Trey & Erica Rowe 
06/16 Jason & Erin Backus 
06/16 Scott & Lisa Boggs Justus 
06/16 Matthew & Bonnie McClure 
06/17 Monroe & Opal Spake 
06/18 David & Jane Searl 
06/18 Tyler & Shannon Shadix 
06/20 Derek & Jennifer Porter 
06/21 Charles & Amy Duckett 
06/21 Kris & Adecia Pierce 
06/21 Joseph & Rachel Wowk 
06/23 Eddie & Beverly Bradley 
06/27 Ron & Juanita Eberhart 
06/27 Marvin & Angeline Osborne 
06/28 Bob & Sonja Bradley 
06/28 Ricky & Ashley Hinson 

Flag Day  June 14th 

 Sunday, June 21st 

mailto:vrfumc@bellsouth.net
http://www.villaricafumc.net
mailto:erikmays@gmail.com
mailto:DonnellQuinton@gmail.com
mailto:worshipleaders.villarica@gmail.com
mailto:samiglisson@gmail.com
mailto:vrfumcpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:youth.villarica@gmail.com

