
 

 Advent Devotions 
2017 

This Advent Devotional Book includes scriptures and reflections, written by 
church members and staff, and prayers to help us as we prepare for the birth 

of Christ. It is our prayer that these reflections warm your heart and draw you 
closer to God and one another this Advent and into the Christmas season. 



 

 
The word Advent means “coming” or “arrival.” We are 
anticipating the birth of Jesus the Christ and look forward to the 
return of Christ in his Second Advent.  
 
Advent is the beginning of the Church Year. It starts on the fourth 
Sunday before the day of Christmas. This is the Sunday nearest 
November 30. Advent ends on Christmas Eve (December 24). 
 
During the Advent season, we go through a spiritual journey as 
individuals and as a congregation. This journey brings about 
expectation, anticipation, preparation, and longing as we affirm 
our faith. We affirm that Christ is present in the world now and 
will come again in power.  
 
During Advent, we decorate the church. We often see the color 
purple, the color of royalty, as we welcome the Advent of the 
Messiah – the King. We see the Advent wreath in the Sanctuary or 
in our homes. The Advent wreath is circular and reminds us of 
God’s unending love for us. There are four candles on the outside. 
Each candle symbolizes a reason for the Advent of Christ. Each 
week we light a candle as we prepare for the Christ, who is our 
light, to be born. Typically, the first candle, which is purple, is the 
candle of Hope: the hope we have is experienced all throughout 
Scripture about a Messiah who would come and show us how to be 
God’s people. The second purple candle usually represents Love. 
The third candle is usually pink, which represents the Joy we find 
in the expectancy of Christ. The fourth candle is purple and is the 
candle of Peace. The center candle is the Christ candle. This candle 
is white and is in the center to remind us of the incarnation. It is lit 
on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. 
 
In our nativity scenes at the church or in our homes, we see the 
figures. Baby Jesus is usually not present. But we tell one another 
that he is coming. We are reminded that it’s not Christmas yet, but 
it will be and baby Jesus will soon be here.  
 
We also decorate the church with a Chrismon tree. A Chrismon 
tree is a Christmas tree that is decorated using ornaments that 
symbolize and represent different biblical and theological 
meanings. Most Chrismons are white and gold and may have 
beads, glitter or ribbon on them. On the next page are some of the 
Chrismon ornaments you may see in our church along with what 
they mean.  



 

 
 
Orb and cross: The orb (symbol of the earth) has a cross over it. 
This ornament reminds us that the world needs Christ. 
 
 

This is the Greek word for “Fish.” This is an acrostic for the 
Greek words meaning Jesus Christ, God's Son, and Savior. 
 

 
Iota, Eta, Sigma: The three Greek letters on the cross are the 
first three letters of the name “Jesus” and reminds us that 
Jesus died for us on the cross. 
 
Iota, Eta, Sigma in a Circle: These are the first three letters in 
the Greek word for “Jesus.” These letters in the circle remind 
us that Jesus gives us eternal life. 
 
Fusileew: Fused Omega and Cross. This reminds us that Jesus 
is the Alpha and the Omega. Jesus stands at the beginning 
and the end.  

 
Cross and Chi: Two Greek letter chi's (X) superimposed 
upon one another. The chi in its regular position 
represents Christ (chi is the first letter in the Greek word 
for Christ). The chi in the position of the cross represents 
Christ's crucifixion.  

 
The “X” and “P” is the Greek letter “Chi” and “Rho” 
superimposed. They are the first two letters of the name 
“Christ” spelled in Greek (Xpistos). The “A” and “U” are the 
Greek letters “Alpha” and “Omega.” They represent the first 
and last letters of the Greek alphabet.  

 
Shepherd's Crook: The symbol of the Good Shepherd (Jesus) and 
also for the shepherds who visited the manger in Bethlehem. 
 

 
Triangle and Trinitarian Symbol: both are symbols of the 
Trinity. 

 



 

 

Week One: 
Hope 

 
 
 



 

 
Sunday, December 3 

Scripture: Isaiah 64:1-9 
 

Advent is the season in the life of the church in which we are 
reminded of the importance of waiting and preparing for the 
coming of the Christ child. It’s a reminder that we are a people of 
hope in which God promises that the Messiah will come again. In 
Isaiah 64 we hear the cries of the people as they long to experience 
the presence of God. In some ways this might make us feel 
uncomfortable that God seems to be hidden from the people. For 
the Israelites, and quite possibly for us today, it’s not that God is 
hiding from us, but it’s the ways in which God chooses to reveal 
God’s presence to us. It’s not a powerful and dramatic revelation 
that God chooses to reveal the divine presence. Instead, it’s a 
revealing of love and tenderness as seen through the Christ child. 
It’s a revealing that is ultimately experienced in the cross. Isaiah tells 
us that God is the potter and we are the clay. This should be a 
reminder for us that God longs to be in closer relationship with us. 
That God is continually shaping us and molding us as the people of 
God. 
 
As I look back over the year of 2017 I have experienced my own 
personal advent. Ever since my family discovered we were moving to 
Villa Rica, we began preparing ourselves for the future God had in 
store for us; but did so with a bit of uncertainty. Now that the move 
has taken place I look back over the year and I see the soft and 
subtle ways in which God worked to prepare us for this new chapter 
in the life of our family. Each day as a father, as a husband, and as a 
pastor, I experience something new that makes God known to me 
even more. 
 
As we approach Christmas, how are you being molded by the 
potter’s hands? How are you experiencing the presence of the divine 
in your life? We are waiting – waiting with hope that God will be 
visible to us just as Isaiah called God to do. We are watching with 
attentive eyes and hearts to see the presence of God all around us. 
 
Open the eyes of my heart Lord, that I may see you all around this Advent 
and Christmas season. Prepare my heart and mind to receive your divine 
presence and may it shape me to be in closer relationship with you. Amen. 
 
-Rev. Erik Mays 



 

 Monday, December 4 
Scripture: Luke 21: 25-36 

 
Expectation With Confidence 

 
“There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars.  On the earth, nations will 

be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the seas…”           
- Luke 21:25     

“Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with…the anxieties of life” 
- Luke 21:34 

 
Scripture tells us there will be signs of Christ’s second coming.  
When we see these signs we are not to worry but put our hope in 
Christ.   
 
This is not a hope that the child has when he hopes Santa will bring 
that special toy.  We have a hope that is surer.  It is the expectation 
of Christmas morning.  It is not anxiety that keeps the child awake 
but anticipation.  We are to have an expectation with confidence 
that Christ is returning.   
 
When he returns there will be no more pain and no more tears.  
Having hope in the midst of what seems like chaos can be difficult.  
We have to deliberately focus on Christ as our foundation and 
know with confidence that Christ is returning not quietly in 
Bethlehem but with lots of fanfare. 
 
 
Lord Jesus, help me to live today like I have expectation with confidence 
that you are returning soon. 
 
Linda Rogers 



 

 Tuesday, December 5 
Scripture: Psalm 25: 1-10 

 
In today's devotional scripture, Psalms 25:1-10, David says, "Show 
me your ways, Lord, teach me your paths." (Verse 4).  The Psalmist 
goes on to say, "Remember, Lord, your great mercy and love, for 
they are from old." (Verse 6) 
So what roads or paths does God want us to take? And, as we walk 
those paths, how are we showing God's great mercy and love for 
others during this Christmas season? 
At this special time of year, when we should celebrate peace and 
anticipate the birth of Jesus Christ, we find our lives stress-filled and 
jam packed. To our every day responsibilities of managing family, 
life and work; we add decorating, shopping, cooking, baking, 
wrapping gifts, holiday parties, and traveling. Sometimes these many 
responsibilities and stresses lead us off the "path" that God wants us 
to take each day. In fact, mercy and love may be exchanged for 
impatience and anger. (Especially when we are battling Atlanta 
traffic! Amen?) 
In his sermon on this scripture, Dr. Keith Wagner* says, "By love 
and faithfulness I believe the Psalmist meant paths whereby we are 
(1) committed, (2) practice patience and (3) trust in God." 
When you find yourself short of mercy and love this season and the 
path you are heading down leads to impatience or faithlessness, 
stop your trek and take a deep breath. Remember who guides you 
this day and every day. And, consciously take the other path offered 
to you by our Lord and Savior. One in which you give your stress to 
God and trust that He will help you keep your eyes and heart on all 
the blessings you enjoy every day of the year. 
 
Dear Lord, You are a God of mercy and love. You have shown us a path to 
patience and commitment. At this time of year, when life becomes hurried 
and stressed, help us to remember to stop, breathe, pray and put our trust in 
God. You will show us your way, your grace, and your love if we open our 
hearts to you. In Jesus name, Amen 

 
Debra Kibbe  
 



 

 Wednesday, December 6 
Scripture: Jeremiah 33: 14-16 

 

“The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will fulfill the gracious 
promise I made to the house of Israel and to the house of Judah. In those days 
and at that time I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line; He 
will do what is just and right in the land. In those days Judah will be saved 
and Jerusalem will live in safety. This is the name by which it will be called 

The Lord our Righteousness.”  - Jeremiah 33:14-16 
 

In 2008, I was pregnant with Marianne, our oldest. She was not due 
until February 2009; however, on December 15th, I had to have an 
emergency c-section or risk losing our baby or even dying. Marianne 
was born weighing a little over 4lbs, and was taken to the N-ICU, 
where we were told she would be until at least February.  
 
During this time of uncertainty, we were surrounded by our amazing 
church family, the Body of Christ, who prayed for and loved us. 
Through all of this, I was reminded that God is faithful and keeps his 
promises to us. One night in the N-ICU, God spoke to me and 
reassured me that I would have my baby home for Christmas (no 
matter what the doctors said)! God kept his promise, and on 
Christmas Eve 2008, we were able to bring our Marianne home. As 
most of you know, she hasn’t stopped since! 
 
God made a promise over 2,000 years ago to His people to send them 
a Savior. God makes a promise to us still today, but we have to be 
strong in our hope and courageous in our faith. Even through the 
uncertainty of the storms of our current life, I have the hope and 
knowledge that God is with me, and will never let go. 
 
Holy Father, thank you for the promise you made over 2,000 years ago to 
send your Son for us. Thank you for the promises you still make to us today. 
May we never lose the hope that only you can bring. As we prepare to 
celebrate the birth of your Son, may we always be reminded that you are 
faithful and will always fulfill your promises. Amen 
 
Katie Fowler  



 

 Thursday, December 7 
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 1: 3-9 

 
“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I 
give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has 
been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in 
him, in speech and knowledge of every kind— just as the testimony of Christ 
has been strengthened among you— so that you are not lacking in any 
spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will 
also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the 
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.” - 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
 
Imagine you are a child again.  Maybe 8 or 9 years old.  The 
anticipation of Christmas morning is almost too much to handle.  
You are so excited that you can barely sleep.  Then, suddenly, it’s 
here.  You run as fast as you can to see what presents were left for 
you under the tree.  You see each gift beautifully on display.  
Everything you wanted is right there.  Now it’s time to open the 
packages and put it to use. 
 
This is what Christ has done for us. He has given us all the spiritual 
gifts we need.  We just have to put them to use.  Not only does He 
provide us with these gifts, but He promises to walk with us and 
show us how to use them.  He promises to keep us on track and 
give us strength until all things are wrapped up by Jesus.  
 
This Christmas season, as you make your list, know that you already 
have everything you need.  God has given us His greatest gift, grace, 
but has also equipped us with all the tools we need to tackle 
everyday life. 
 
Dear God, thank you for your grace and all the gifts that you have given us.  
Thank you also for the promise that You will be with us as we use our gifts 
to glorify You.  Amen. 
 
Kris and Adecia Pierce 

 
 



 

 Friday, December 8 
Scripture: Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19 

 
“Hear us, Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock.  

You who sit enthroned between the cherubim,  
shine forth before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh.  

Awaken your might; come and save us.  
 Restore us, O God; make your face shine on us, that we may be saved.  

How long, Lord God Almighty, will your anger smolder 
against the prayers of your people? 

You have fed them with the bread of tears;  
you have made them drink tears by the bowlful.  

You have made us an object of derision to our neighbors, and our enemies 
mock us. Restore us, God Almighty; make your face shine on us,  

that we may be saved.” - Psalm 80:1-7 
 
We are in the advent season! What a glorious time! The church is 
decorated, we sing Christmas songs like Joy to the World that fill us 
with the Holy Spirit. But not everyone is in a jolly mood for the 
Advent Season. It can be a dark time of money issues, family 
problems, depression, and hunger.  When some see nothing but red 
and green, others see black and gray.  
 
The psalmist is speaking of those dark times. He is praying fervently 
to God for hope, for better times, to be restored.  We have all prayed 
for the exact same things and we will many times in our lives. We 
look to the birth of Jesus during the Advent season to remind us that 
we have someone always looking out for our best interest, someone 
who always lifts us up, and someone to restore us. That someone is 
Jesus Christ.  
 
Dear Lord, We live in a broken and scarred world. We pray to you Oh Lord 
to let your light shine down on us, so that we may be saved. Amen. 
 
Lauren Turner  



 

 Saturday, December 9 
Scripture: 1 Thessalonians 3: 9-13 

 
“How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we 
feel before our God because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly 
that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your 

faith. Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our 
way to you. And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for 
one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. And may he so 

strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God 
and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.”                  

- 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
 
How can we thank God enough for the joy that we have in His 
presence? The joy that comes with Christmas. 
 
I think of Coleman on Christmas morning. As a parent, I want him 
to be so excited when he opens and sees that special gift that had so 
much thought and love put into it. His true thank you and hugs 
that followsfor that special gift warms my heart. 
 
But my heart melts with the excitement that Coleman has when it’s 
time for him to give his Santa Shop gifts. He puts the same 
thoughts and love into his little gifts, knowing that his loved ones 
will be excited and thankful about their gifts too. 
 
During Advent, we spend time preparing our hearts for the greatest 
gift of all from our Heavenly Father. There could never be enough 
thankfulness for the gift of His son on Christmas Day. But just like 
our own children, as His children, giving to each and loving each 
other must make His heart melt too. 
 
Dear Lord, strengthen our hearts and help us to be in your presence and be 
excited and thankful about the gift of your Son. Help us to always be 
excited and always be thankful to give and to love one another, on 
Christmas, and single every day. Amen. 
 
Allison Harrelson  



 

 

Week Two: 
Love 



 

 Sunday, December 10 
Scripture: Isaiah 40: 1-11 

 
A voice cries out: 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 
    make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be lifted up, 
    and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 
    and the rough places a plain. 

Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
    and all people shall see it together, 

    for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”    - Isaiah 40:3-5 
 
When I was a little girl, we would always go to my grandmommie's 
for our family Christmas party.  She always had a small manger 
scene sitting out for ALL TO SEE.   
 
As a child, I remember thinking about the wonderment of that 
night;  the baby, the wise men, the frankincence and the myrrh.  
I believe my grandmommie knew how much I loved and was 
fascinated by her small manger scene.  So, she gave it to me many 
years before she went home to be with the Lord.   I continued her 
tradition and began to place it out for ALL TO SEE in my home 
every Christmas.   
 
As I have gotten older, I decided to place it out on display in my 
living room all of the year, not just at Christmas. Isaiah 40:5 states 
"And the glory of the Lord will be revealed and all mankind 
together will see It."  Wow, "all of mankind," that is every living 
human being in the entire world!  He doesn't leave anyone out, He 
LOVES us all and His glory will be revealed for ALL TO SEE.  
 
Can you imagine what the wise men were feeling as they were 
following the star?  The baby in the manger, the one whom I was so 
fascinated by as a child, is the glory of the redeeming God for ALL 
TO SEE! 
 
Lord Jesus, let us always be in wonderment of you.  May we be beacons of 
your light for ALL TO SEE.  Amen. 
 
Heather Shead  



 

 Monday, December 11 
Scripture: John 1: 1-13 

 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made 
through him, and without him was not anything made that was made. In 

him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. There was a man sent from 
God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about 

the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came 
to bear witness about the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, 

was coming into the world.  He was in the world, and the world was made 
through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and his 

own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God,  who 
were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, 

but of God.”  - John 1:1-13 
 
In this scripture, we see the true power of God and through him we 
see life and light. John was sent to tell about the light and life we 
can have with God when we receive him into our mind, body, and 
soul. This reminds me of how Pastor Erik explains communion and 
how we do not take grace, we receive it. This is what happens when 
we open our eyes and heart to him.  God has always been there 
from the very beginning and even when we don’t see him, or deny 
him through the darkness, he will always be the light. I know in my 
hardest times I have always seen God’s light, and I know without 
his light I could not have got through those times. As we get closer 
to Christmas, this scripture makes me think of the Star of 
Bethlehem or “Christmas Star” and the symbolic light and guidance 
it gave to the wise men.  God is our guiding light and with his light 
we become the children of God. 
 
Dear God, Thank you for the Word. Thank you for the life. Thank you for 
the light.  In your Son’s precious name, Amen! 
 
Halie Bissell 



 

 Tuesday, December 12 
Scripture: Psalm 85: 1-2, 8-13 

 

“Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; 
    righteousness and peace will kiss each other. 
Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, 

    and righteousness will look down from the sky. 
The Lord will give what is good, 

    and our land will yield its increase. 
Righteousness will go before him, 

    and will make a path for his steps.” - Psalm 85:10 –13 
 
 

As Christians, we are taught to pray to God for grace and mercy. 
Through our prayers, we hope upon hope to see the manifestation 
of His goodwill upon us, but often times, we truly only see our 
blessings with blind eyes. 
 
We ask for His salvation from our present troubles, knowing to do 
so by the days of the past when He washed away the sins of the 
world, but yet we still keep sin in our paths, and do not always put 
Him first in our lives. 
 
We live, whether consciously or not, with hate and anger finding 
their way into our hearts and into our actions, feeding the flames 
that steer us away from the plan He has for our lives. 
 
Despite all of this, God does not turn his back on us, but rather, 
works in our lives to turn us more towards Him, teaching us to be 
merciful to others, to be slow to anger, and to be the vessels of His 
will. It is only when we stop to realize the grace and mercy He has 
bestowed upon our lives, will we be able to truly open our eyes to 
our blessings. 
 
 
Lord, we humbly come to you seeking your grace and mercy so that our eyes 
may be opened to see the blessings you have bestowed upon our lives. In your 
name we pray, Amen. 
 
 
Michelle Garner 



 

 Wednesday, December 13 
Scripture: Mark 1: 1-8 

 

The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God,  as 
it is written in Isaiah the prophet: 

“I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way” 

“a voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
    make straight paths for him.’” 

And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. The whole Judean countryside and all 

the people of Jerusalem went out to him. confessing their sins, they were 
baptized by him in the Jordan River. John wore clothing made of camel’s 

hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 
And this was his message: “After me comes the one more powerful than I, the 
straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I baptize 
you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” - Mark 1:1-8 

 

The Messiah is coming. Every good Jewish boy and girl worth their 
salt could quote all the scripture proof texts to support their 
understanding of this prophecy. After all, only mere centuries of 
prophetic fore-promise directed their gaze. But John’s call to 
preparation differed from simple expectation of the Messiah. This 
was a personal invitation to make ready the heart for the arrival of 
the Soul-Redeemer, a far cry from the socio-political expectations of 
the day that had morphed prophecy into legend.  
 
This voice crying in the wilderness was like water falling on parched 
earth. John the Baptizer tilled the soil of thirsting souls in 
preparation to receive the Water of Life. When Jesus left to return to 
heaven, He gave us the same mission John so passionately carried 
out in his own life. But before we can lead others to freedom, we 
must experience it ourselves. Our preparation for Christ’s arrival 
must include our unconditional surrender to Him as the only one 
who can cleanse us from our wretched unrighteousness. Only then 
will we be able to make His paths straight and help restore a broken, 
scarred world to oneness with its God.  
 
Lord, you offer us the privilege of partnering with you to bring light into a 
dying world. Lead us first to see our own unworthiness and cling to the 
promise of the re-creation of mind, body, and spirit through your Son, Jesus 
Christ, in whose name we pray and whose coming we long for, Amen. 
 
Rick Quinton  



 

 Thursday, December 14 

Scripture: Malachi 3: 1-4 
 

“See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the 

covenant in whom you delight--indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 
But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he 

appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a 
refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and 
refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in 
righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to 
the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.” - Malachi 3: 1-4 

 
The coming of the Lord. The messenger preparing the way for Him. 
Are we Ready? Refining is not an easy process. "For he is like a 
refiners fire." Are we ready for that fire? God looks to refine us with 
his unending love. God is seeking us. He sent His only son to save 
us. His relentless justifying love will apply heat to our souls, 
separating the good from the bad and refine us into someone ready 
to be in his presence. It will not always be comfortable. It is often 
times tough. Ready to be a follower of Christ? We have to be ready 
to be refined. Reading his word, praying daily, developing our 
spirituality, and bringing others to Christ, he will prepare each of us 
to endure the day of his coming. All we have to do is accept the 
invitation. 
 
This time of year is a blessing but also a very busy time. We have 
family gatherings, Christmas festivities and everything that goes with 
it. Enjoy this time, enjoy all it brings as it goes by too fast. Soak in 
every moment. But, more importantly, keep Christ at the center of 
the season, and most importantly at the center of your life. Let God 
work on you daily, and if it starts getting a little hot, say thanks and 
keep working. 
 
Dear Lord, please open our hearts so that we will be prepared for your 
coming. Refine us and purify us so that we will be ready to be in your 
presence when you come. Thank you for this season, help us to live out the 
true meaning of Christmas and be examples to others. Amen 
 
Dustin Thomas  



 

 Friday, December 15 
Scripture: 2 Peter 3: 8-15a 

 
“The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise, as some understand slowness. 
Instead He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone 

to come to repentance. …     
Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation, just as our dear 

brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him.” 
- 2 Peter 3:9, 15a 

 
As I read this passage, I feel an almost overwhelming sense of the 
power and majesty of our Lord and His creations.  We can get 
caught up with the minutia of life, worrying about all the things we 
“should” accomplish, and at the same time, wondering if anything 
we do makes a difference.  We are each but a small dot in our 
Lord’s majestic creation, but at the same time we are each 
important enough to be held in the palm of His hand.   
 
Through this season of Advent, let us take time to pause, to be 
overwhelmed for a moment by the hugeness of our Lord, but at the 
same time know that every small thing we do is vitally important to 
Him and His plan.  If, as this verse says, all things will be exposed in 
the end, then not only each smile, each kindness that we show 
throughout our days will be exposed, but also the effects of those 
acts.    
 
In the end we will see how an encouraging smile or word gave 
someone the strength to carry on one more day, to try a little 
harder, to know their value to our Lord.  These seemingly small 
things, all together make up the bigness and power of our Lord.   
 
Dear God, help me today to see your majesty in the people around me.  
Guide me to carry out your will each moment and be a part of the fabric of 
Your plan.  In Jesus name, Amen 
 
Cindy Smith  
 



 

 Saturday, December 16 

Scripture: Luke 1: 68-79 
 

“And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 

to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
    by the forgiveness of their sins. 
By the tender mercy of our God, 

    the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

    to guide our feet into the way of peace.” - Luke 1:76-79 
 
In the beginning of this passage, Zechariah, John the Baptist’s 
father, praises the Lord’s name, praising his mighty works of 
salvation and mercy. Following his praises, he begins speaking of 
our enemies (yikes). Who are our enemies? Our enemies are anyone 
we do not favor, someone we do not like because of something they 
have done, their appearance, their sexual orientation, their race, 
their political views etc.  
 
Verse 74 says to serve the Lord with the same hands that love our 
enemies, and to love our enemies we must not judge our enemies, 
ridicule our enemies, humiliate our enemies, put down our 
enemies, hate on our enemies, or gossip about our enemies.  
 
Therefore, we must love them, not judge them, not ridicule them, 
not humiliate them, not put them down, not hate them, not gossip 
about them, just love them. If we gather together and love everyone, 
including our enemies, and we have Jesus Christ, what can stand 
against us?  Zechariah ends his song by saying if we do this we will 
give light to those who sit in the darkness; I’ve been in the darkness 
and seeing the light was the best feeling, so be someone’s light. Love 
everyone.   
 
Father, thank you for this season, thank you for your forgiveness, thank you 
for your mercy and grace. As I go through this holiday season, help me to 
remember your sacrifice and forgiveness. Use me as your light. Amen.  
 
Chelsea Shead - 12th Grader 
 
  



 

 

Week Three: 
Joy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 Sunday, December 17 

Scripture: Luke 3: 7-18 
 

“John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood 
of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?...So, with many 

other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.”  
- Luke 3:7, 18 

   
Merry Christmas! That is a popular phrase this time of year. When 
we think of Christmas there are a lot of phrases and images that 
come to mind (Jesus, church, Santa, trees, presents, candy canes, 
etc..) When you think of Christmas do you ever think about John 
the Baptist? 
    What in the world does John the Baptist have to do with Advent 
and JOY? In the above scripture he even begins with calling the 
people " a brood of vipers"! Is that just another way of saying Merry 
Christmas? 
    After reading the scripture many, many times and even 
researching a couple of sermons I think I understand how He is 
connected to Advent. John the Baptist is telling the people to 
repent (make changes, become focused) and they are asking him 
"how". He tells them to help those in need, don't take more than 
they need, and don't feel defeated. Christ is coming, that is their 
good news. That is their Hope to cling to! 
   This time of year is full of JOY for most people, but it can be the 
complete opposite for others. During this Advent season we should 
seek JOY by helping others. Share the Hope that Christ is coming 
with others. If our actions match our voices then we are doing 
exactly what John the Baptist told us to! 
 
Dear Heavenly Father, Thank you for this joyful season of Advent. We are 
coming to you in prayer to seek your plan for us. Show us how we can help 
those in need. Help us feel the JOY when helping others. We also pray that 
we are able to share the Hope of your coming to others during this 
Christmas season. In your name. Amen.  
 
Erin Price 



 

 Monday, December 18 
Scripture: Zephaniah 3: 14-20 

 
“Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 

    shout, O Israel! 
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 

    O daughter Jerusalem! 
the Lord has taken away the judgments against you, 

    he has turned away your enemies. 
The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 

    you shall fear disaster no more. “ - Zephaniah 3:14-15 
 
We too are guilty of not trusting in God to take care of us in the 
end. There are often times when I am just not having a great day and 
I could not care less, singing “Woe is me!” but usually all it takes is 
looking at those around to see just how God has taken care of me.  
 
Villa Rica First United Methodist Church has helped me grow not 
only spiritually but also emotionally. Before becoming a regular 
member of the church I always thought I was too different to ever be 
wanted but then I was faced with our youth group - a group of kids 
who became a family despite all of their differences.  
 
This time of the year has usually been plagued with  “what am I 
going to get for Christmas?", but this year is all about “what can I do 
for God?” to try to repay him even the smallest amount for giving me 
what I have always wanted - a second family, one that I could choose. 
 
Almighty Lord thank you for always watching over us even when we do not 
realize it. Amen! 
 
Larry Braswell - 12th Grader 
 
  



 

 Tuesday, December 19 
Scripture: Isaiah 12: 2-6 

 
“Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and I will not be afraid, for the 

Lord God is my strength and my might; he has become my salvation. With 
joy you will draw water from the wells of my salvation. And you will say in 
that day; give thanks to  the Lord, call on his name; make known his deeds 
among the nations; proclaim that his name is exalted. Sing praises to the 
Lord, for he has done gloriously; let this be known in all the earth. Shout 
aloud and sing for joy. O Royal Lion, for great in your midst is the Holy 

One of Israel.”  - Isaiah 12:2-6 
 
Today is Tuesday. The prophet Isaiah calls us to sing, shout, and to 
testify to the greatness of God with wild abandon, to throw off our 
fears and celebrate our salvation. but it can be hard to praise God 
on a Tuesday. Tuesdays can be such an ordinary day, with school, 
work, committee meetings, children, and even doctors 
appointments. Even in the season of Advent, when we wait with 
joyful hope for the coming of Jesus, we can slip into some very 
ordinary melancholy days. 
 
"With joy you will draw water from the wells of my salvation."   (verse 3) 

 
This verse is perfect for a Tuesday, because it will celebrate ALL that 
God has done for us by imagining praises as a routine, everyday 
survival activity, like drawing water from a well. As we move 
through the ordinary days, may we find ways to sing and shout and 
tell the world of God's saving power and grace.  
 
 
Gracious God,  We praise you and thank you for all that you do for us. As 
we move through the ordinary days, help us to always find time to praise 
you. You are worthy of our praises. Amen. 
 
Scott Swafford  

 
 



 

 Wednesday, December 20 
Scripture: Luke 1: 26-38 

 
 “And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.’ 
But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting 
this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 

found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you will name him Jesus.” - Luke 1:28-31 

 
As we continue to prepare for the coming of the Christ child, today we 
focus on how much we share our faith with others. This is a wonderful 
time of year and we should take the time to speak outwardly about our 
faith and share our stories with others.  
 
We love Christmas decorations at our house, especially nativity scenes. 
I find that having nativity scenes as decorations helps me enter into 
those conversations about my faith. We also focus on our children and 
make sure they know and understand who Christ is and what he 
means to us.  
 
In the reading for today, the Angel Gabriel visits Mary and announces 
to her that she will conceive and bear a son who will be the 
Messiah.  What joyous news this should be, and we should look to 
bring that same news of the Christ into the world today!  
 
Dear Lord, We pray that you will help us find those times in our days to share 
our faith with others. Lord, we thank you for you most wonderful gift and we 
thank you for our abilities to help share Christ with the world. In your Holy 
and precious name, we pray. Amen. 
 
Clay Willoughby  
 
 



 

 Thursday, December 21 

�Scripture: Philippians 4: 4-7 
 

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 

made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”         

- Philippians 4:4-7 
 

Last Christmas I was preparing for my whole family to spend 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day at our new home. I worked from 
morning to evening making our house ‘spotless’. My husband had 
to work on Christmas Eve so it was just myself and two young 
children getting everything ‘perfect’. I don’t know about you but the 
saying is true, Cleaning with children is like brushing your teeth 
while eating Oreos. It simply is frustrating and not productive! I 
spent the whole morning attempting to be nice but somehow 
around noon panic creeped in. The nice turned into anger. I 
remember standing at my kitchen sink while cleaning a pot and said 
out loud, “God- This is so frustrating! Why did he have to work on 
Christmas Eve of all days? Why can they not listen? I hate this!” 
*GASP* I said hate on Christmas Eve! At that very moment a lovely 
lady bug landed on my window sill. It slowly walked across my view 
and I slowed down. I took in its beauty (I love lady bugs) but also 
the steady pace as it walked by. That is exactly what I needed. I 
needed to SLOW down! In that moment I knew God heard my 
cries. My children weren't near perfect, but God got my attention. 

**Deep Breath** 
Take time to slow down and to call on Him. Sometimes dealing 
with family, friends and neighbors can be hard especially during 
Christmas. Everyone has an idea of how YOU should spend the 
holidays. Make sure you spend it with God as your number ONE.  
 
Dear God, Please bring peace to my heart this holiday season. Help me to 
spend my time in the way that is important and pleasing to you. Keep my 
mind, my mouth and my heart pure. AMEN! 
 
Carrie Keller 



 

 Friday, December 22 
Scripture: Psalm 126 

 
“When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 

    we were like those who dream. 
Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 

    and our tongue with shouts of joy; 
then it was said among the nations, 

    ‘The Lord has done great things for them.’ 
The Lord has done great things for us, 

    and we rejoiced. 
 

Restore our fortunes, O Lord, 
    like the watercourses in the Negeb. 

May those who sow in tears 
    reap with shouts of joy. 
Those who go out weeping, 

    bearing the seed for sowing, 
shall come home with shouts of joy, 

    carrying their sheaves.” 
- Psalm 126 

 
 

As we look around at family and friends we sometimes wonder 
how they always have a smile on their face.  I sometimes think, “I 
want some of what they have.”  It’s in those moments we turn to 
God and ask that He come into our heart and gives us the joy we 
see in others.   
 
As we face our daily struggles we have to remember that God is on 
our side. 
 
So as we celebrate this special season with family and friends let's 
not forget the Reason for the Season. 
 
God thank you for this special season that we get to celebrate.  As we are 
with family and friends let our hearts be full of Jesus and let us give him 
all the glory. In Christ name we pray. Amen 
 
Donna Thomas  



 

 Saturday, December 23 
Scripture: Luke 1:39-45 

 
“In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the 

hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her 

womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a 
loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord 

comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in 
my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would 
be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” - Luke 1:39-45 

 
Mary had just received some life altering news through a 
conversation with an angel.  This is enough to send anyone into a 
state of shock and confusion.  Place yourself in her shoes.  She is 
just a young teenager, and this is quite overwhelming. She needs 
steadying, she is searching for guidance and wisdom. But she is 
probably eager as well, as this whole experience can't help but be 
exciting.  She embarks on a journey to talk with Elizabeth.  The 
journey would take three to four days.  During this time, she is left 
alone with her thoughts, continuously going over what she had just 
learned and wondering what the future looks like.  When she 
finally arrives at Elizabeth’s house I can only imagine that she is 
carrying with her an overwhelming amount of anxiety and 
excitement, curiosity and confusion.  With so many words hanging 
on her lips she was only able to get out a greeting before Elizabeth, 
filled with the Holy Spirit, spoke to her.  Elizabeth’s words brought 
comfort, clarity, and confirmation.   
 
My hope is that, like Elizabeth, we allow our speech to be guided 
by the Holy Spirit such that our words help cement God’s truth in 
other people’s lives.    
  
Father, fill me with the Holy Spirit that guides my thoughts, directs my 
feet, and controls my tongue. Amen.  
 
Jason Backus 

 



 

 

Week Four: 
Peace  



 

 

Sunday, December 24 
Scripture: Isaiah 9:2-7 

 
“For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his 
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall 
be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish 

and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and 
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.” - Isaiah 9:6-7 

 
The 9th chapter of Isaiah is a beautiful promise of the coming of the 
Messiah.  In the previous chapter Isaiah has warned the people of the 
coming invasion from Assyria. The doom and gloom of a conquering 
army coupled with the subsequent exile to Assyria made for really 
depressing preaching. The sequence of events is too complicated for a 
short devotion, so I will simply say that terrible times lay ahead for the 
Jewish people. 
 
In this context Isaiah gives the greatest news the world has ever known- 
“for unto us a child is born”. The Prophet foretells of great suffering 
and then of the only One who can ease that suffering.  
 
This is an important reminder for us. No matter the burden we are 
carrying, “a child is born”. In our darkest hour, “a son is given”. When 
all hope seems lost, “Wonderful Counselor”. In the midst of despair, 
“Prince of Peace”. When we feel alone, “Everlasting Father”. When the 
world seems too much to bear, “Mighty God”. 
 
Tonight, let us reflect on the magnificent gift that is the Son of God. 
Our Savior. Messiah. Let us remember that in the ultimate act of love, 
to save us from our own self-imposed miserable sinful state, God gave 
us his only Son. 
 
Father, Thank you for the gift of Jesus. Thank you for loving us so much that 
you sacrificed your own Son to save us from our wickedness. Help us to 
remember that no matter what problems we may face; you have already given 
us the solution. In Jesus name, Amen 
 
Casey Bass 



 

 
Monday, December 25 

Scripture: Luke 2:1-20 
 

“And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar 
Augustus that all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made 

when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 
And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went 
up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of 

David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of 
David:) To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 

And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that 
she should be delivered. 

And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the 

inn. And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 

And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto 
them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall 

be to all people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ 

the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the 

highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 
And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the 

shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see 
this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 
And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying 

in a manger. 
And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was 
told them concerning this child. And all they that heard it wondered at those 

things which were told them by the shepherds. 
But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. 

And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that 
they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.” 

- Luke 2:1-20 



 

 

Christmas is finally here, the day so many of us have been waiting 
months for. Before you start your day today, before you start on that 
first cup of coffee, I want you to stop what you're doing and pray. Say a 
special prayer to God this morning thanking him for all your blessings, 
thanking him for all he's done for you. Think about and pray for all 
the people you'll gather with today. Think about and pray for all our 
soldiers who aren't able to be home today. Think about and pray for 
all the people who won't be celebrating today, whether it be their 
religion, beliefs, or perhaps their hard times. The list of things and 
people to pray for could go on and on.  
 
At some point this morning before the busy hustle of your day gets 
started, read the story from Luke 2:1-20 with your family.  
 
After you read this story, ask yourself and your family a few questions... 
1. What part of the story speaks to you the most?  
2. Why was Baby Jesus' birth so special? 
3. How do you think Mary and Joseph felt about being Baby Jesus' 
parents? 
 
If reading this story isn't already a tradition with your family, this 
would be great year to start a new one!  
 
Some of the children in our church bake Jesus a birthday cake every 
year on Christmas! How fun would that be? How fun would it be to 
start that tradition too?  
 
As Christmas starts to come to an end and our New Year is about to 
begin. I want you guys to go forth in the new year and... encourage 
giving, teach during teachable moments, keep fulfilling our missions, 
keep filling those shoe boxes, keep visiting those who are sick, keep 
preparing meals for our church, keep feeding all the children on 
Wednesday nights, keep watching fireworks in the field, and keep 
being the great church you are and support those who need us! 
 
I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a joyous New Year!  
 
Dear Lord, Thank you for your gift of your Son whom you sent to save us and 
bring light into our lives. Jesus is still bringing about life-changing peace and 
delivering us from darkness. Please help us live our lives acknowledging the 
peace that God gives us and give thanks for the gift of God’s Son. Amen. 
 
Amanda Miller 



 

 

Special thanks to our Advent devotion writers  
and our artists Wyatt Wallace and Kayt Bates. 

Advent Worship  
This year, Villa Rica First invites you to experience The Gift of Jesus’ 
birth for your life and the world. Join us on Sunday mornings Dec. 
3, 10, 17, & 24 at 9:00am (Traditional Worship) or 11:00am 
(Modern Worship) as we explore the ancient Scriptures and consider 
how our Christmas traditions relate to the transformative 
experiences of Christ’s birth for humanity.  This series will challenge 
us to discover why Jesus is the gift that can’t be contained.  

 
Other Advent and Christmas Events 

 
Carols, Cookies, & Cocoa 
A Family Christmas Gathering 
Sunday, December 10: 4:00pm 

 
Christmas Eve Worship 

9:00am: Traditional Fourth Sunday of Advent Worship   
with Holy Communion   

11:00am: Family Christmas Eve Worship with Holy Communion 
9:00pm: Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship with Holy Communion 

 
A nursery will be available for all events and services. 


