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St. James Episcopal Church 
Guidelines for Vestry 

 
By Laws Provisions on the Vestry 

 
Election and Qualifications 

 Vestry members and wardens are elected at the Annual Meeting.  (Art. I, 1.) 
 Those eligible to vote are all persons of 18 years or more age belonging to the 

parish, who have been baptized and are regular attendants at its worship and 
contributors to its support for at least twelve months prior to an annual election 

or special meeting (Art. II) 
 Wardens must be 18 years or older, eligible to vote and a confirmed 

communicant of the parish. (III, 1.) 
 Vestry members must be 18 years or older, eligible to vote and a baptized 

member of the parish. (III, 1.) 

 Vestry consists of Senior Warden, Junior Warden, and nine Members of the 
Vestry. (I, 3.) 

 Wardens’ term is 2 years, with one warden elected every year. (III, 2.) 
 Vestry members’ term is 3 years, with 3 members elected every year. (III, 2.) 

 Vestry members may serve only 2 consecutive terms, not including serving an 

unexpired term for another member. In total a person may serve no more than 8 
consecutive years.  

 
Meetings 

 All meetings, unless all are present, must have at least 3 days’ notice to all 

members by the rector. (IV, 1.) 

 Regular meetings of the Vestry are held monthly except July and August, in the 
Parish House. (IV, 2.) 

 Quorum  (VI, 4.) 
o The Rector and a simple majority plus one of the Wardens and Members 

of the Vestry, or 
o one Warden and a simple majority plus one of the Members of the Vestry, 

o or both Wardens and a simple majority of the Members of the Vestry. 
 

Responsibilities 
 The Rector and the Wardens and Members of the Vestry comprise the Vestry and 

act in the capacity of trustees and have custody and control of all the property of 
the Parish both real and personal, and of the revenues of the Parish.  (V, 1.) 

 The vestry can fill vacancy of warden or member until the next annual meeting.  
(V, 2.) 

 Calls the rector and determines rector’s compensation (in accordance with 
canons). (V, 3.) 

 Any Member of the Vestry who is absent for three consecutive regular meetings 

with no excuse shall be presumed to have tendered his/her resignation. (V, 2.) 


