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St. James Episcopal Church 
Batavia, NY 

We’re glad you’re here. 

  
 

The Calling of St. James and St. John (The Sons of Thunder) 

The Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
Year A 

January 22, 2023, 10:00 a.m. The Liturgy of the Word: 
Antecommunion 

 

We welcome children at St James. All children who wish to are invited to 
join in the opening and closing processions. Canon Cathy will invite the 

children to assist her with the final blessing. In the front of the church, on 
the left side is a “soft space” where children can “be children” and watch 

the service up close. 

 

Please join your voice to the hymns (Hymnal 1982) and the 
prayers (Book of Common Prayer (BCP) 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
Prelude                                   Brother James’ Air               arr. Dale Wood 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Please stand as you are able. All children who desire to be part  
of the opening procession are welcome to join in! 

 

Opening Hymn            I come with joy to meet my Lord           Hymn #304         
 

Opening Sentences    BCP pg 355 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen 
 

Collect for Purity                                                                    BCP pg 355 
 

The Gloria  Hymnal S-128  
 

The Collect of the Day BCP pg 215 
 

Please be seated. 

A Reading from the prophet Isaiah (9:1-4)                               Jim Neider 

There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time 
he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but 
in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond 
the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness-- 
on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the 
harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.  
For the yoke of their burden, 
and the bar across their shoulders,  
the rod of their oppressor,  
you have broken as on the day of Midian.  

 

The Word of the Lord.     Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 27:1, 5-13  
we read the psalm responsively by half verse (at the *) 

1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
whom then shall I fear? * 
the Lord is the strength of my life; 
of whom then shall I be afraid? 
5 One thing have I asked of the Lord; 
one thing I seek; * 
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life; 
6 To behold the fair beauty of the Lord * 
and to seek him in his temple. 
7 For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe in his shelter; * 
he shall hide me in the secrecy of his dwelling 
and set me high upon a rock. 
8 Even now he lifts up my head * 
above my enemies round about me. 
9 Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation 
with sounds of great gladness; * 
I will sing and make music to the Lord. 
10 Hearken to my voice, O Lord, when I call; * 
have mercy on me and answer me. 
11 You speak in my heart and say, "Seek my face." * 
Your face, Lord, will I seek. 
12 Hide not your face from me, * 
nor turn away your servant in displeasure. 
13 You have been my helper; 
cast me not away; * 
do not forsake me, O God of my salvation. 
 

A Reading from First Corinthians (1:10-18).                           Anne Iannello     
Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among 
you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same purpose. For it 
has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among 
you, my brothers and sisters. What I mean is that each of you says, “I 
belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I 
belong to Christ.” Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or 
were you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of 
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you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one can say that you were 
baptized in my name. (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; 
beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) For Christ did 
not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent 
wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power.  
For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.  
 

The Word of the Lord.       Thanks be to God  
 

Sequence Hymn               Take my life, and let it be                Hymn #707 
 
A Reading from Matthew (4:12-23)                                          Jim Ellison 
When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He 
left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory 
of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been spoken through the 
prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:  
“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 
on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—  
the people who sat in darkness  
have seen a great light,  
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death  
light has dawned.”  
From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near.” 
As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is 
called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they 
were fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish 
for people.” Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went 
from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his 
brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and 
he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father, and 
followed him. 
Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and 
every sickness among the people.  

 

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God 
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Reflection                                                                            
 

 
Please stand as you are able 

Nicene Creed                                                                                    BCP p. 358 
 

Prayers of the People                                                             Diane Lapp 
The Officiant bids the prayers 

In peace we pray to you, Lord God. 
 

Silence 
 

                            Lord, listen to your children praying 
 
Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord send your spirit in this place, Lord 
listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power, send us grace. 
 
 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are 
alone, especially those who use the Blessing Box and Thrift Store. 

 

For this community, the nation and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble.  
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

 

For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Sean our Bishop; and for all bishops, 
priests, deacons and lay leaders. 
For all who serve in God’s Church. 

 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially: Mary, 
Marge, Ed, Debbie, Lexi, Anne & Don, Delilah, Paul, Peter, Jackie, 
Peggy … and others we now name 
 

Silence 
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Hear us Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 

 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life 
The people may add their own thanksgivings, either aloud or silently 

 

Silence 

 

We will exalt you, O God our King;  
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal 
kingdom. 
The people may add their own names, either aloud or silently 

 

Lord, let your loving kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 

 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins 

 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;  
in your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, 
things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of your Name;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

The officiant says:  
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
The Peace 
The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Offertory Sentence 
Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and 
labor, unto the Lord.  



7 
 

 
Offertory Anthem                    Over My Head                             John Bell 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
Doxology                                                                                 Old 100th  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures, here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer                                                                     BCP p. 364 
 

General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 

Recessional Hymn           Christ for the world we sing             Hymn #537 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, Alleluia, Alleluia 
Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia.  
 
Postlude                            Postlude in F Major               Alexander Guilmant 

Please be seated. 
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Announcements for January 22, 2023 

 

Canon Cathy away this week 
 
I will be traveling to Wisconsin to have a delayed Family Christmas. I leave tomorrow, 
Monday the 23rd, and return late on Friday the 27th. Today I am with the fine folks of 
St. Luke’s Attica at 9 am and St. Mark’s LeRoy at 10:30 am. 

 
Mid-week service St. James will be starting our mid-week service on a monthly 
basis.  The first one will be Thursday, January 26th at 10:00.  It will be a Eucharistic 
Service held in the St. Michael’s Chapel.  If you would like to visit with some church 
friends come at 9:00 and meet us in the Gathering Room off the Parish Hall.  We’ll put 
on the coffee pot and chat before the service begins.  Hope to see you there. 
 
Fish Frys 2023: March 3rd – March 31st 
Thanks to a group of dedicated volunteers, planning for Fish Frys during Lent of 2023 
is in full swing. Here are some requests and details: 
• We will begin on March 3rd and hold the dinners on the 5 Fridays in March.   
• We will again be operating in a take-out only format with deliveries to our regular 

local facilities such as 400 Towers and Washington Towers. The menu has 
expanded to include fried or baked fish, baked potatoes or French Fries, coleslaw, 
and bread for $15.00. We will be offering our “famous St. James desserts” for 
$5.00 

• Volunteers are still needed, especially to cover for those who will be away or may 
be sick and/or in quarantine. If you’re able to help, please contact Jim Ellison at 
717-503-5749 or jdellison@gmail.com 

• Items to help us defray baking costs are gratefully appreciated. Please consider 
donating: Crisco (store brand is fine), flour, cocoa, sugar, graham crackers, 
vegetable oil, name brand peanut butter (no generic please) canned pie filling and 
cream cheese.  

Reminder: Beware of "Whaling" Email Scams 
A particular variety of cyber attack, called whaling, is making the rounds once again in 
our partnership dioceses. These new emails purport to be from a member of the clergy 
or another church leader and ask the recipient to send a copy of the church directory 
via email. 
Please remind members of your congregation to confirm the email address on any 
suspicious emails purporting to be from a member of the clergy (the address may be 
similar but not exactly correct). They should know that church leaders will never email 
asking for a copy of the church directory, gift cards, or a transfer of money or 
confidential information via email. 

mailto:jdellison@gmail.com
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If you receive fake emails like this, please do not respond. Instead, forward it 
to communications@episcopalpartnership.org as soon as possible so we can report it. 
 
Respite Needs Volunteers 
For several years St. James has offered a Respite Day for caretakers of family 
members with dementia.  It is a very needed and appreciated service to our 
community.  We are now up to 9 guests.  We don’t want to turn anyone away, but we 
need more help to safely and comfortably accommodate that many.  If you have a 
little extra time, patience, and a kind heart we could use your help.  It is only once a 
month (second Monday) for four hours (10:30-2:30).  Speak to Deacon Diana or Jo-
Ann if you would like to volunteer or need more information.   
 
Vestry Highlights: 

• We have begun our official involvement in the Genesee Regional Initiative 
(formerly Genesee Deanery) 

• There is one (1) open position for the Vestry election on Feb 12 
• The Respite program needs help on the second Monday of each month from 10 

am to 2:30 pm 
• Christian Education has had up to 5 children in class recently! 
• For the first time in at least 20 years, St. James had a positive net income 

without drawing from the Endowment! 

Contact any Vestry person, Warden, or Canon Cathy for more details. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:communications@episcopalpartnership.org
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Happy Birthday! 

 
Diane Skelton & Phillip Colantonio 1-23, Jacob Rosenbeck 1-25  

Bill Hawkins 1-27, Jon McManis 1-28 
 

St. James Calendar 
Sun, January 22 9:00 am - 9:30 am Zoom Service 
 9:00 am Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am – 11:15 am Liturgy of the Word 
 11:15 am  Coffee Hour 

 
Mon, January 23 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Office open 
Tue, January 24 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Office open 
Wed, January 25  Office closed 
 7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal 
Thu, January 26 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Office open 
 11:00 am – 2:00 pm Thrift store open 
Fri, January 27 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Office open 
Sun, January 29 9:00 am – 9:30 am Zoom Service 
 9:00 am Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am – 11:15 am  Holy Eucharist 
 11:15 am Coffee Hour 

 
 

All Zoom meetings use the following link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8085432266?pwd=ZlBCZEI0WDQ1Szk5TEF2dFlL

bm4rUT09 
          Meeting ID: 808 543 2266  Passcode: zrXG3y 

One tap mobile 
+1 929 436 2866 US (New York) Meeting ID: 808 543 2266 

Passcode: 710467 
 
 
 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8085432266?pwd=ZlBCZEI0WDQ1Szk5TEF2dFlLbm4rUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8085432266?pwd=ZlBCZEI0WDQ1Szk5TEF2dFlLbm4rUT09
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St. James Episcopal 
Church 

  405 East Main Street 

   Batavia, NY 14020 
 
 
 

The Rev. Canon Cathy Dempesy-Sims,  
priestincharge@SJECBataviaNY.org 

 
 The Ven. Deacon Diana Leiker,  

dllart@aol.com 
 

The Rev. Deacon Diane Cox 
dscox@rochester.rr.com 

 
Organist/ Choir Director: John Novak 

Administrator: Bobbi Jo Voelker  

Wardens: 

Warden: Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org 

Warden: Jim Ellison, (717)503-5749. jdellison@gmail.com 

  
Vestry: 

Jo-Ann Bestine, Amy Celentano,  
Phillip Colantonio, Dorian Ely, Liz Findlay  

 Carol Queal 
 

Clerk of the Vestry: position to be filled 

Treasurer: Rick Iannello 
Office Phone: 585-343-6802  

Website: www.sjecbataviany.org 
Email: Saint.James2@sjecbataviany.org  

 

mailto:priestincharge@SJECBataviaNY.org
mailto:dllart@aol.com
mailto:jessig@gvboces.org
mailto:jdellison@gmail.com

