
                   St. James Episcopal Church 
Batavia, NY 

I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord” 
 

 
Walk to Emmaus 

Lelio Orsi 1511-1587 

The Third Sunday after Easter 
 April 19th, 2026  

(9:00 a.m. zoom Liturgy of the Word)  
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

 

Children of every age are welcome here and are invited to join in the opening 
and closing processions. In the front of the church, on the left side, is a “soft 

space” where children can “be children” and watch the service up close. 

Canon Johnnie invites everyone who would like to assist with the final 
blessing to stand in place and at the mention of the Trinity, Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit, to gently raise your right hand, palm up.  
 



 
Please join your voice to the hymns and to the bolded portions of the liturgy 

taken from the Book of Common Prayer-BCP, red book in the pew. 

 

Prelude                            There is a Happy Land                  arr. D. Wood 
       

Welcome and Announcements 
None of us are here by accident. God has called us into this space and at this 
time, because God is working in our lives – individually and corporately. 
Please know that God loves you regardless, just as you are, and that love is 
practiced here at St. James. Also know that it is God who invites you into the 
Banquet of the Lamb – A God who welcome us all! 
  

 

Opening Hymn 432    O Praise ye the Lord! Praise him in the height 
                                                                                                       
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Opening Sentences  BCP p. 355 
Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 

The Gloria (spoken at 9 am, sung at 10) Hymnal S-280 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, 
we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, 
only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the 
sin of the world; have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand 
of the Father; receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
The Collect of the Day 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 



O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the 
breaking of bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all 
his redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles (2:36-41)              Terry McGuire 

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, 
“Let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him 
both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.”  Now when they 
heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other 
apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent, and 
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins 
may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the 
promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, 
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” And he testified with many 
other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this 
corrupt generation.” So those who welcomed his message were baptized, 
and that day about three thousand persons were added. 

The Word of the Lord           Thanks Be to God 

Psalm 116:1-3, 10-17  (Let us read the Psalm responsively by whole verse) 

1 I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of my supplication,  

because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 

2 The cords of death entangled me; the grip of the grave took 
hold of me; I came to grief and sorrow. 

3 Then I called upon the Name of the LORD: "O LORD, I pray you, save 
my life." 

10 How shall I repay the LORD for all the good things he has 
done for me? 

11 I will lift up the cup of salvation and call upon the Name of the LORD. 

12 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his 
people. 

13 Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his servants. 



14 O LORD, I am your servant; I am your servant and the child of 
your handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds. 

15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call upon the Name 
of the LORD. 

16 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his 
people, 

17 In the courts of the LORD's house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 
Hallelujah! 

 

A Reading from the first letter of Peter (1:17-23)                     Liz Findlay 

If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially 
according to their deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. 
You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from 
your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the 
precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. He 
was destined before the foundation of the world, but was revealed at the 
end of the ages for your sake. Through him you have come to trust in 
God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith 
and hope are set on God.  Now that you have purified your souls by your 
obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual love, love one 
another deeply from the heart. You have been born anew, not of 
perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word 
of God. 

The Word of the Lord                                           Thanks be to God.  

Sequence Hymn 174    At the Lamb’s high feast we sing 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke (24:13-35) 
Glory to you Lord Christ 

Now on that same day two of Jesus' disciples were going to a village 
called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each 
other about all these things that had happened. While they were talking 
and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their 
eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, “What are you 



discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking 
sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are 
you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that 
have taken place there in these days?” He asked them, “What things?” 
They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet 
mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief 
priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and 
crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. 
Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took 
place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at 
the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body there, 
they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels 
who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the 
tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.” 
Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the 
Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” Then 
beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the 
things about himself in all the scriptures.  As they came near the village to 
which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But they 
urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening 
and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. When 
he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and 
gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; 
and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our 
hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he 
was opening the scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up and 
returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions 
gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he 
has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the road, 
and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 



The Sermon                 The Reverend Canon Johnnie E. Ross 
 

The Nicene Creed  (You are invited to stand as you are able.)     BCP p. 358 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, 
Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things 
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and 
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the 
Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 
the resurrection(+) of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People                                                   Jim Neider 
Presider: Let us pray for the Church and the world. 
 

Leader: Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church, that our divisions may 
cease and we, as a unified Christian faith, may spread God’s love to all 
people, in all places, and at all times. That we all may be one. 
 

Leader: We pray for our church, for our diocese, clergy and people in 
the Genesee Cycle of Prayer, and for Canon Johnnie. 
God of Light and Life, Hear our Prayer 
  

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 



We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world, 
especially Kathy, our Governor, Donald, our President and all elected leaders.  
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; That our works may 
find favor in your sight. 
 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble. That they 
may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Give to the departed eternal rest,+, (pause for names either aloud or silently) 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; May we also 
come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
We pray for those mentioned on our parish prayer list, and for those who we 
hold in our hearts, (pause for names either aloud or silently) 
 

Silence 
 

Celebrant will offer concluding prayer 
 

The Peace 
The Peace of the Lord be always with you! 
And also with you. 
 

Offertory Sentence  

What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, love kindness and  

walk humbly with God.  Micah 6:8 

 

 

Offertory Anthem        Where Shall I Go from Your Spirit               K. Potter 
 

 
Doxology                                                                                 Old 100th 



 
Please stand as you are able. 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures, 
here below. Praise God above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, 

and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer C                                                               BCP p. 369 
The Sanctus                                                                      Hymnal S-128 

The Lord’s Prayer  BCP p. 364 

The Breaking of the Bread                                                   Hymnal S-154 

Invitation to Communion              
These are the gifts of God for the people of God, take them in remembrance 
that Christ rose for you and feed on him in your hearts by faith with 
Thanksgiving. 
 
All who desire communion are welcome to receive, for this is God’s Table, not ours. If you are 
not baptized and desire to be baptized, please speak to the clergy. The distribution of communion 
is done in both kinds, the bread and the wine (in a common cup). Feel free to only receive the 
bread if that is more comfortable for you. Gluten free options are available. All people will receive 
communion (or a blessing) from the main floor at the top of the center aisle. We do this so that 
everyone may receive communion together, as one family. If you prefer to receive a blessing, 
simply cross your arms over your chest when you come forward and the priest will bestow God’s 
blessing to you. 

 

Communion Hymn 343      Shepherd of souls, refresh and bless 
Communion Hymn 306     Come, risen Lord, and deign to be our guest 
 

Post Communion Prayer BCP p. 365 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have 
fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of 
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 



The Blessing 
Canon Johnnie invites all children present to join him for the Blessing 

 
Closing Hymn 296    We know that Christ is raised and dies no more 

 
Dismissal  

 

Postlude                                        Finale                                 G. Young 
 

***Those attending the Zoom service please continue here.*** 

 
The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  And also with you. 

 
The Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures, 
here below. Praise God above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, 
And Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say; Our Father, who art 
in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
 

Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 
 

We will observe a moment of silence.  If you have consecrated wafers please 
consume one now, If you don’t, please know that as others receive the sacrament, 

so do you! 
Closing Prayer 
Let us pray. 
Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and 
nourishing us with the spiritual food of common prayer. Now send 
us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim 



your love to the world and continue in the risen life of Christ our 
Savior. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 

The Dismissal 

 
Please take this bulletin home with you! 

 

Please pray for those on our parish prayer List 
Anne & Don, Charlene, Bill, Pat, Patrick, Richard, Sue, Ronnie, Greg, Connie, 
Brandon, Kay, Jackie, Teddy, Kerrie, Bill, Roger, Cal, Jolene, Mary Annette, 
Brian, Blake, Erica, Meagan, Christina, members of the Armed Forces & 
Sharon, Janice, Kathy, Dave 
 

March Vestry Meeting  
• Crossroads is moving out of the Rectory; anticipating Smart Design to be     
there through June.  

• Pleased with work done by Swiatek on clerestory windows.  

• Guild Room library will be reestablished with more current volumes.  

• Parochial report completed; Sunday attendance highest in last 5 years.  

• Outreach committee voted to send $1,000 to Journey’s End Refuge 
Services in Buffalo.  
 
St. James Scholarship 

• Scholarships are available for any post-high school education, including 
college, trade school, or any career preparation with certification. 

• Applications from individuals who are affiliated with a church in the 
Genesee Regional Initiative, but not members of St. James, must include 
a recommendation from their priest, vestry member, or warden. 

• Questions can be directed to: Diane Skelton at 716-474-2765 
 
The deadline to file an application is May 23rd.  Applications are available on 
the Church’s website www.sjecbataviany.org or you can pick one up at the 
Church office during business hours. 

 

http://www.sjecbataviany.org/


St. James Calendar 
Happy Birthday!! 

 

Bill Pierce & John Novak 4-21 
 

Sunday April 19 9:00 am - 9:30 am Zoom Service 

 9:00 am Choir Rehearsal 

 10:00 am – 11:15 am Holy Eucharist 

 11:15 am Coffee Hour 

Monday April 20 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Office open 

Tuesday April 21 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Office open 

 6:00 pm Vestry Meeting 

Wednesday April 22 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Office open 

 10:00 am Canon Johnnie in office 

 6:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday April 23 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Office open 

 11:00 am – 2:00 pm Thrift store open 

Friday April 24  Office closed 

Sunday April 26 9:00 am – 9:30 am Zoom Service 

 9:00 am Choir Rehearsal 

 10:00 am – 11:15 am  Holy Eucharist 

 10:15 am Sunday School 

 11:15 am Coffee Hour 

 
Zoom meetings use the following link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8085432266?pwd=ZlBCZEI0WDQ1Szk5TEF2dFlLb
m4rUT09 

          Meeting ID: 808 543 2266  Passcode: zrXG3y 
 
canonjohnnie@gmail.com, (859)285-9361, or call the office. Keep in touch, if 
you wish to be added to our mailing list fill out this form and place in the 
offering plate or hand to an usher. 
 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8085432266?pwd=ZlBCZEI0WDQ1Szk5TEF2dFlLbm4rUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8085432266?pwd=ZlBCZEI0WDQ1Szk5TEF2dFlLbm4rUT09
mailto:canonjohnnie@gmail.com


 

 

St. James Episcopal    

Church 

  405 East Main Street 

   Batavia, NY 14020 
 

                    The Rev. Canon Johnnie Ross 
                    canonjohnnie@gmail.com 

 

The Rev. Deacon Diane Cox 
Faith Community Nurse 
dscox@rochester.rr.com 

 

John Novak  
Organist/Choir Director 

 

Bobbi Jo Voelker 
Administrator 

 

Wardens: 
Jo-Ann Bestine, (585) 409-0031 jbestine152@rochester.rr.com 

Tim Thomas, (585) 574-6449 tthomas2522@gmail.com 
 

Vestry: 
Kim Isaac, Liz Findlay, 

                      Steve Rumery, Terry McGuire, Tom Bringenberg 
                              Dorian Ely: Clerk of the Vestry 

Bette Van Buskirk: Treasurer 
 

Office Phone: 585-343-6802 
Johnnie’s cell phone: 859-285-9361 

Website: www.sjecbataviany.org 
Email: Saint.James2@sjecbataviany.org 

 

https://www.facebook.com/share/174RPsQRBD/?mibextid=wwXIfr 
All music is used by permission through CCLI License 742131-A 
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mailto:Saint.James2@sjecbataviany.org
https://www.facebook.com/share/174RPsQRBD/?mibextid=wwXIfr

