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St. James Episcopal Church 
Batavia, NY 

We’re glad you’re here. 

 
Journey of the Magi 

 

The Sunday of the Epiphany 
Year A 

January 8, 2023, 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite 2 

 

We welcome children at St James. All children who wish to are invited to 
join in the opening and closing processions. Canon Cathy will invite the 

children to assist her with the final blessing. In the front of the church, on 
the left side is a “soft space” where children can “be children” and watch 

the service up close. 

 

Please join your voice to the hymns (Hymnal 1982) and the 
prayers (Book of Common Prayer (BCP) 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
Prelude                      On This Day, Earth Shall Ring                   arr. Lee Dengler     

            

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Please stand as you are able. All children who desire to be part  
of the opening procession are welcome to join in! 

 

Opening Hymn           As with gladness men of old                                Hymn 119 

 

Opening Sentences  BCP pg 355 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen 
 

Collect for Purity  
 

The Lord Be With You 
And also with you 
Let us pray 
O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples 
of the earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where 
we may see your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

A Reading from the prophet Isaiah     60:1-6                         Anne Iannello  

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.  
For darkness shall cover the earth, 
and thick darkness the peoples;  
but the Lord will arise upon you, 
and his glory will appear over you.  
Nations shall come to your light, 
and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
Lift up your eyes and look around; 
they all gather together, they come to you;  
your sons shall come from far away, 
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses' arms.  
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Then you shall see and be radiant; 
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,  
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;  
all those from Sheba shall come.  
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.  
 

The Word of the Lord.     Thanks be to God.  
 
 

Instead of a reading from the poetry of the psalter these first few Sundays after Christmas, we will 
hear from the poetry of 20th century poet and essayist, Howard Thurman 

 
The Work of Christmas 
When the song of the angels is stilled, 
When the star in the sky is gone, 
When the kings and princes are home, 
When the shepherds are back with their flock, 
The work of Christmas begins: 
To find the lost, 
To heal the broken, 
To feed the hungry, 
To release the prisoner, 
To rebuild the nations, 
To bring peace among others, 
To make music in the heart. 

 

A Reading from the Letter to the Ephesians 3:1-12                      Barb King 
This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of 
you Gentiles-- for surely you have already heard of the commission of God's 
grace that was given me for you, and how the mystery was made known to 
me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will 
enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. In 
former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it 
has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that 
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is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and 
sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God's grace 
that was given me by the working of his power. Although I am the very 
least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles 
the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what 
is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; so 
that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be 
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was 
in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ 
Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence 
through faith in him. 
 

The Word of the Lord.       Thanks be to God  
 

Sequence Hymn               We three kings                                         Hymn 128 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ, according to Matthew              
Glory to you, Lord Christ  
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have 
come to pay him homage." When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, 
and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be 
born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by 
the prophet: 
`And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;  
for from you shall come a ruler 
who is to shepherd my people Israel.'"  
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the 
exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, 
saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found 
him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." When 
they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the 
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where 
the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
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overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary 
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their 
treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for 
their own country by another road. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Christ 
 

Sermon                                                        Canon Cathy Dempesy-Sims 
 

Please stand as you are able 
Nicene Creed                                                                                    BCP p. 358 
 

Prayers of the People  
The Deacon bids the prayers 

In peace we pray to you, Lord God. 
 

Silence 
 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, especially those who use 
the Blessing Box and Thrift Store, and for those who are alone. 

 

For this community, the nation and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble.  
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

 

For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Sean our Bishop; and for all bishops, 
priests, deacons and lay leaders. 
For all who serve in God’s Church, especially Diane Cox and Robin 
Kozlowski to be ordained deacon in your church. 

 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially: 
Beverly, Mary, Marge, Ed, Bernie, Missy, Stephanie, Tim, Glenn, 
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Paula, Jane, Richard, Norman, Sue, Hope, James, Donna, Chris, 
Julie, Debbie, Peggy, Diane, Roseann, Debbie, Terri, Peter, Corky, 
Norma, Danny, Corrine, Lexi, Anne & Don, Patti, Delilah and 
Sharon … and others we now name 
 

Silence 

 

Hear us Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 

 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life 
The people may add their own thanksgivings, either aloud or silently 

 

Silence 

 

We will exalt you, O God our King;  
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

 

We pray for all who have died, especially Charles Knapp, that they may 
have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
The people may add their own names, either aloud or silently 

 

Lord, let your loving kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 

 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins 

 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;  
in your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, 
things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of your Name;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

The celebrant offers the absolution 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
The Peace 
The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Offertory Sentence 
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Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and 
labor unto the Lord. 

 
Offertory Anthem          In the bleak midwinter 
 

The Holy Communion 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
Doxology                                                                                 Old 100th  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures, here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING    EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B                      BCP P. 367 

Sanctus                                                                             Hymnal S-128 
 

Lord’s Prayer                                                                     BCP p. 364 
 

Fraction                                                                            Hymnal S-154 
 

These are the gifts of God given for us, the beloved of God: Come and be 
fed. 

All who desire communion are welcome to receive,  
either at the high altar or the chantry altar (to the left of the choir on the main floor). We 
distribute the bread and the wine (in a common cup), feel free to only receive the bread if 

that is more comfortable for you. Gluten free options are available.  
If you prefer to receive a blessing, simply cross your arms over your chest when at the altar.  

 

Communion Hymn                “What gift can we bring”       
                                          “O Men from the Fields”             Arnold Cooke             
 

Post Communion Prayer BCP p. 365 
 

Blessing 

May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a 
light to the world; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

Recessional       Brightest and best of the stars of the morning     Hymn 117 
  

Dismissal  

Please be seated. 
 



8 
 

 

Postlude                             Prelude in C Major, BWV 545         J.S. Bach 
 

Those attending via Zoom please continue here. 
 

9 am Zoom Service 
 

The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you.

 
Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures, here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen 
 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?”  He said to him,  
“ ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind.’  This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is 
like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  On these two commandments 
hang all the Law and the Prophets.” 
Matthew 22:36-40 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia 
 

We will observe a moment of silence.  If you have consecrated wafers please 
consume one now, If you don’t, please know that as others receive the 
sacrament, so do you! 
 

 

Please greet each other at home and on your screens, 
with a sign of God’s peace. 
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Post Spiritual Communion Prayer 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, for calling us together and for sustaining 
us with this spiritual meal. This time that we share today is sacred, and 
in this time we have shared a mystery. May we in every place and time 
recognize the beauty and wonder of your work within and around us; 
accepting your love with joyful faith and eternal hope, in Christ’s name. 
Amen. 
 

The Blessing 

May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a 
light to the world; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Announcements for January 8, 2023 

 

The Annual Meeting of St. James Parish will be held after the 10 am service 
on Sunday, February 12, 2023 

All members in good standing will have a vote (a member in good standing is a 
baptized member of St. James who is involved in the regular life and worship of the 
congregation and who is known to the treasurer.) 

 

Updating the prayer list Please notify Bobbi Jo of people to be included in the 

prayer list for the future.  You can email her at saint.james2@sjecbataviany.org or call 
the office 343-6802.  Thanks for your cooperation. 

 
Vestry Highlights:  

Approved updates to the Bylaws to be voted on during the Annual meeting.  

 
 
 
 

Solicited prayers for Cathy to get well  

Discussed Property outlook for 2023 and authorized a day-laborer contract within the 

maintenance budget  

Approved the Treasurer’s report showing a net income of $13,306 through November 

30, 2022 

Passed General budget and ECW budget for 2023 

mailto:saint.james2@sjecbataviany.org
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Happy Birthday! 
 

Nichole Essig 1-9, Susan Best 1-14 
 

St. James Calendar 
Sun, January 8 9:00 am - 9:30 am Zoom Service 
 9:00 am Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am – 11:15 am Holy Eucharist 
 11:15 am  Coffee Hour 

             3:00 pm    Ordination (Bflo) 
Mon, January 9 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Office open 
Tue, January 10 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Office open 
 9:00 am – 12:00 pm Cathy in office 
Wed, January 11 9:00 am - 2:00 pm Office closed 
 7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal 
Thu, January 12 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Office open 
 9:00 am – 12:00 pm Cathy in office 
 11:00 am – 2:00 pm Thrift store open 
Fri, January 13 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Office open 
Sun, January 15 9:00 am – 9:30 am Zoom Service 
 9:00 am Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am – 11:15 am  Holy Eucharist 
 11:15 am Coffee Hour 

 
All Zoom meetings use the following link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8085432266?pwd=ZlBCZEI0WDQ1Szk5TEF2dFlL
bm4rUT09 

          Meeting ID: 808 543 2266  Passcode: zrXG3y 
One tap mobile 

+1 929 436 2866 US (New York) Meeting ID: 808 543 2266 
Passcode: 710467 

 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8085432266?pwd=ZlBCZEI0WDQ1Szk5TEF2dFlLbm4rUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8085432266?pwd=ZlBCZEI0WDQ1Szk5TEF2dFlLbm4rUT09
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Today is the ordination for Diane Cox, Robin Kozlowski to the Vocational 
Diaconate. Your prayers and presence is appreciated! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



12 
 

 
 
 

St. James Episcopal 
Church 

  405 East Main Street 

   Batavia, NY 14020 
 
 
 

The Rev. Canon Cathy Dempesy-Sims,  
priestincharge@SJECBataviaNY.org 

 The Ven. Deacon Diana Leiker,  
dllart@aol.com 

 
Organist/ Choir Director: John Novak 

Administrator: Bobbi Jo Voelker  

Wardens: 

Warden: Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org 

Warden: Jim Ellison, (717)503-5749. jdellison@gmail.com 

  
Vestry: 

Jo-Ann Bestine, Amy Celentano,  
Phillip Colantonio, Dorian Ely, Liz Findlay  

 Carol Queal 

 
Clerk of the Vestry: position to be filled 

Treasurer: Rick Iannello 

Office Phone: 585-343-6802  
Website: www.sjecbataviany.org 

Email: Saint.James2@sjecbataviany.org  

mailto:dllart@aol.com
mailto:jessig@gvboces.org
mailto:jdellison@gmail.com

