
 

St. James Episcopal Church 
Batavia, NY 

We’re glad you’re here. 
 

 
Sermon on the Mount, JESUS MAFA 

 

The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Year A 

January 29, 2023, 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite 2 

 

We welcome children at St James. All children who wish to are invited to 
join in the opening and closing processions. Canon Cathy will invite the 

children to assist her with the final blessing. In the front of the church, on 
the left side is a “soft space” where children can “be children” and watch 

the service up close. 

 

Please join your voice to the hymns (Hymnal 1982) and the 
prayers (Book of Common Prayer (BCP) 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

Prelude                                Simple Gifts                                        arr. W. Held  

            

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Please stand as you are able. All children who desire to be part  
of the opening procession are welcome to join in! 

 

Opening Hymn       All praise to thee, for thou, O King divine      Hymn  477 
 
Opening Sentences  BCP pg 355 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen 
 

Collect for Purity                                                                    BCP pg 355 
 

The Gloria     Hymnal S-278  
 

The Collect of the Day 
The Lord Be With You 
And also with you 
Let us pray 
Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on 
earth: Mercifully hear the supplications of your people, and in our time 
grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

A Reading from the Prophet Micah     6:1-8                          Diane Lapp  

Hear what the Lord says: 
Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
and let the hills hear your voice. 
Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, 
and you enduring foundations of the earth; 
for the Lord has a controversy with his people, 
and he will contend with Israel. 
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“O my people, what have I done to you? 
In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 
and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 
and I sent before you Moses, 
Aaron, and Miriam. 
O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 
what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.” 
“With what shall I come before the Lord, 
and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, 
with calves a year old? 
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with your God? 
 

The Word of the Lord.     Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm 15 
We read the psalm responsively by half verse 
1 Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? * 
who may abide upon your holy hill? 
2 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, * 
who speaks the truth from his heart. 
3 There is no guile upon his tongue; 
he does no evil to his friend; * 
he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor. 
4 In his sight the wicked is rejected, * 
but he honors those who fear the Lord. 
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5 He has sworn to do no wrong * 
and does not take back his word. 
6 He does not give his money in hope of gain, * 
nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 
7 Whoever does these things * 
shall never be overthrown. 
 

A Reading from First Corinthians         1:18-31                        Liz Findlay 
The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, 
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of 
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in 
the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God 
decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who 
believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim 
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but 
to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God. For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, 
and God's weakness is stronger than human strength. 
Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by 
human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 
But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose 
what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and 
despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that 
are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of 
your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is 
written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

 

The Word of the Lord.       Thanks be to God  
 

Sequence Hymn               In the cross of Christ I glory                     Hymn 441 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ, according to Matthew              
Glory to you, Lord Christ  
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat 
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down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, 
saying: 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled.  
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.  
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven.  
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you."  
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Christ 
 

Sermon                                                        Canon Cathy Dempesy-Sims 
 

Please stand as you are able 
Nicene Creed                                                                                      BCP p. 358 
 

Prayers of the People                                                          Steve Hawley 
The Deacon bids the prayers 

In peace we pray to you, Lord God. 
 

Silence 
 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, especially those who use 
the Blessing Box,the Thrift Store, and for those who are alone. 

 

For this community, the nation and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble.  
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For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

 

For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Sean our Bishop; and for all bishops, 
priests, deacons and lay leaders. 
For all who serve in God’s Church.  

 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially: Mary, 
Marge, Ed, Debbie, Lexi, Anne & Don, Patti, Chip, Delilah, Paul, 
Peter, Jackie, Peggy, James, Chris, and Jim… and others we now 
name 
 

Silence 

 

Hear us Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 

 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life 
The people may add their own thanksgivings, either aloud or silently 

 

Silence 

 

We will exalt you, O God our King;  
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal 
kingdom. 
The people may add their own names, either aloud or silently 

 

Lord, let your loving kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 

 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins 

 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;  
in your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, 
things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of your Name;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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The celebrant offers the absolution 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
The Peace 
The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Offertory Sentence 
Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and 
labor unto the Lord. 

 
Offertory Anthem            Rejoice Ye Pure in Heart   
 

The Holy Communion 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
Doxology                                                                                 Old 100th  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures, here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING    EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B                      BCP P. 367 

Sanctus                                                                             Hymnal S-128 
 

Lord’s Prayer                                                                     BCP p. 364 
 

Fraction                                                                            Hymnal S-154 
 

These are the gifts of God given for us, the beloved of God: Come and be 
fed. 

All who desire communion are welcome to receive,  
either at the high altar or the chantry altar (to the left of the choir on the main floor). We 
distribute the bread and the wine (in a common cup), feel free to only receive the bread if 

that is more comfortable for you. Gluten free options are available.  
If you prefer to receive a blessing, simply cross your arms over your chest when at the altar.  

 

Communion Hymn      Lord, make us servants of your peace        Hymn 593  
 

Post Communion Prayer BCP p. 365 
 

Blessing 

Please be seated. 
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Recessional        Tell out my soul, the greatness of the Lord      Hymn 438 
  

Dismissal  

 

Postlude            Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah               arr. Paul Manz 
 

Those attending via Zoom please continue here. 
 

9 am Zoom Service 
 

The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you.

 
Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures, here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen 
 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?”  He said to him,  
“ ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind.’  This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is 
like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  On these two commandments 
hang all the Law and the Prophets.” 
Matthew 22:36-40 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia 
 

 

Please greet each other at home and on your screens, 
with a sign of God’s peace. 
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We will observe a moment of silence.  If you have consecrated wafers please 
consume one now, If you don’t, please know that as others receive the 
sacrament, so do you! 
 

Post Spiritual Communion Prayer 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, for calling us together and for sustaining 
us with this spiritual meal. This time that we share today is sacred, and 
in this time we have shared a mystery. May we in every place and time 
recognize the beauty and wonder of your work within and around us; 
accepting your love with joyful faith and eternal hope, in Christ’s name. 
Amen. 
 

The Blessing 

May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a 
light to the world; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

The Dismissal 

 

 

Announcements for January 29, 2023 

 

The Annual Meeting of St. James Parish will be held after the 10 am service 
on Sunday, February 12, 2023 

All members in good standing will have a vote (a member in good standing is a 
baptized member of St. James who is involved in the regular life and worship of the 
congregation and who is known to the treasurer.) 
The candidates for vestry and Jr. Warden are:  Barb Pierce for Vestry, and one spot 
remains open. (please let us know if you are interested in filling that spot!)  Jo-Ann 
Bestine for Junior Warden. 
 
From the Vestry Nominating Committee 

The following members of our parish have stepped up to serve if elected, Jo-Ann for 

Junior Warden and Barb Pierce for Vestry member. Please review prior to the election 

at our Annual Meeting on February 12. 

Jo-Ann Bestine:  Last month I celebrated the fortieth anniversary of joining the St. 

James community to worship.  I would like to continue my journey by serving as your 

Junior Warden.  I am just completing my first years as a member of Vestry.  This has 
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been an exciting time as St. James has grown and adapted with the diocese and 

deanery.  Over the years I have had the privilege of serving at worship as a member 

of the Altar Guild, a Eucharistic Minister, and acolyte.  I have been a long-term 

member of ECW and am presently the vice chairman.  My interests have included 

Pastoral Care and Outreach.  My involvement in various areas has been helpful when 

working with Vestry in making sound decisions for St. James’ future while honoring its 

past.  It would be an honor to combine my journey with that of St. James Church by 

serving as your Junior Warden. 

Barb Pierce:  I have been a member of St James since 1973. In the past I have served 

twice as a Vestry member, sat on the Audit Committee and have sung with the Choir 

for as long as I can remember! I am currently on the Property Committee, ECW Board 

and am a Respite volunteer. I have been active in the community as well as a Rotarian 

and  Board member of GOArt, Genesee Chorale and Genesee Symphony. I have also 

served on the City Zoning Board and the Batavia Downtown Improvement District 

committee. I feel these activities and interests have helped me develop an 

understanding of the people of the community as well as those of our own 

congregation. I would be pleased to be elected to the Vestry once again as I truly 

believe in a strong future for the Church and very much want to work to move us in 

that direction. 

NEW SHIPMENT HAS ARRIVED!!   
Our Ukrainian friend, Halayna, has just sent another 60 dozen frozen pierogis.  They 
are $10 a pouch, come with complete directions, and are available in cheese or 
cheese/potato.  If you haven’t given them a try, now is the time.  There’s plenty 
available, so spread the word to friends and families.  Excellent to have on hand when 
you can’t think of what to cook for dinner. 
 

Fish Frys 2023: March 3rd – March 31st  
Thanks to a group of dedicated volunteers, planning for Fish Frys during Lent of 2023 
is in full swing. Here are some requests and details: 
• We will begin on March 3rd and hold the dinners on the 5 Fridays in March.   
• We will again be operating in a take-out only format with deliveries to our regular 

local facilities such as 400 Towers and Washington Towers. The menu has 
expanded to include fried or baked fish, baked potatoes or French Fries, cole slaw, 
and bread for $15.00. We will be offering our “famous St. James desserts” for 
$5.00 

• Volunteers are still needed, especially to cover for those who will be away or may 
be sick and/or in quarantine. If you’re able to help, please contact Jim Ellison at 
717-503-5749 or jdellison@gmail.com 

• Items to help us defray baking costs are gratefully appreciated. Please consider 
donating: Crisco (store brand is fine), flour, cocoa, sugar, graham crackers, 

mailto:jdellison@gmail.com
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vegetable oil, name brand peanut butter (no generic please) canned pie filling and 
cream cheese. 

 

St. James Calendar 
 

Sun, January 29 9:00 am - 9:30 am Zoom Service 
 9:00 am Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am – 11:15 am Holy Eucharist 
 11:15 am  Coffee Hour 

     
Mon, January 30 9:00 am – 1:00 pm Office open 
Tue, January 31 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Office open 

 10:00 am – 2:00 pm Cathy in office 
Wed, February 1  Office closed 
 7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal 
Thu, February 2 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Office open 
 10:00 am – 1:00 pm Cathy in office 
 11:00 am – 2:00 pm Thrift store open 
Fri, February 3 9:00 am – 11:00 am Office open 
Sun, February 5 9:00 am – 9:30 am Zoom Service 
 9:00 am Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am – 11:15 am  Liturgy of the Word 
 11:15 am Coffee Hour 

 
All Zoom meetings use the following link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8085432266?pwd=ZlBCZEI0WDQ1Szk5TEF2dFlLbm4rUT09 
          Meeting ID: 808 543 2266  Passcode: zrXG3y 

One tap mobile 
+1 929 436 2866 US (New York) Meeting ID: 808 543 2266 

Passcode: 710467 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8085432266?pwd=ZlBCZEI0WDQ1Szk5TEF2dFlLbm4rUT09
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St. James Episcopal 
Church 

  405 East Main Street 

   Batavia, NY 14020 
 
 
 

The Rev. Canon Cathy Dempesy-Sims,  
priestincharge@SJECBataviaNY.org 

 The Ven. Deacon Diana Leiker,  
dllart@aol.com 

The Rev. Deacon Diane Cox 
dscox@rochester.rr.com 

 
Organist/ Choir Director: John Novak 

Administrator: Bobbi Jo Voelker  

Wardens: 

Warden: Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org 

Warden: Jim Ellison, (717)503-5749. jdellison@gmail.com 

  
Vestry: 

Jo-Ann Bestine, Amy Celentano,  

Phillip Colantonio, Dorian Ely, Liz Findlay  
 Carol Queal 

 

Clerk of the Vestry: position to be filled 
Treasurer: Rick Iannello 

Office Phone: 585-343-6802  
Website: www.sjecbataviany.org 

Email: Saint.James2@sjecbataviany.org  

mailto:dllart@aol.com
mailto:jessig@gvboces.org
mailto:jdellison@gmail.com

