
 

St. James Episcopal Church 
Batavia, NY 

We’re glad you’re here. 
 

 
Luminarias along the path .  

Hurst, Danae 

The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Year A 

February 5, 2023, 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite 2, from 
the Reserved Sacrament 

 

We welcome children at St James. All children who wish to are invited to 
join in the opening and closing processions. Canon Cathy will invite the 

children to assist her with the final blessing. In the front of the church, on 
the left side is a “soft space” where children can “be children” and watch 

the service up close. 

 

Please join your voice to the hymns (Hymnal 1982) and the 
prayers (Book of Common Prayer (BCP) 

 
 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/diglib-fulldisplay.pl?SID=20230129852706536&code=ACT&RC=55224&Row=3
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The Liturgy of the Word 

Prelude                                Land of Rest                                 arr. Wilbur Held  

            

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Please stand as you are able. All children who desire to be part  
of the opening procession are welcome to join in! 

 

Opening Hymn       Thy strong word did cleave he darkness        Hymn  381 
 
Opening Sentences  BCP pg 355 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen 
 

Collect for Purity                                                                    BCP pg 355 
 

The Gloria     Hymnal S-278  
 

The Collect of the Day 
The Lord Be With You 
And also with you 
Let us pray 
Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us the liberty of 
that abundant life which you have made known to us in your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah    58:1-9a                             Jim Neider 

Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to 
my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. Yet day after day 
they seek me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that 
practiced righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 
they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God. 
“Why do we fast, but you do not see? 
Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?”  Look, you serve your own 
interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. Look, you fast only 
to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you 
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do today will not make your voice heard on high. Is such the fast that I 
choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 
and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable 
to the Lord? Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of 
injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and 
to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and 
bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover 
them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? Then your light shall 
break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your 
vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your rear 
guard. Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for help, 
and he will say, Here I am. 

The Word of the Lord.     Thanks be to God.  

Psalm 112:1-9 
We read the psalm responsively by half verse 
1 Hallelujah! 
Happy are they who fear the Lord * 
and have great delight in his commandments! 
2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; * 
the generation of the upright will be blessed. 
3 Wealth and riches will be in their house, * 
and their righteousness will last for ever. 
4 Light shines in the darkness for the upright; * 
the righteous are merciful and full of compassion. 
5 It is good for them to be generous in lending * 
and to manage their affairs with justice. 
6 For they will never be shaken; * 
the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. 
7 They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; * 
their heart is right; 
they put their trust in the Lord. 
8 Their heart is established and will not shrink, * 
until they see their desire upon their enemies. 
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9 They have given freely to the poor, * 
and their righteousness stands fast for ever; 
they will hold up their head with honor. 
 

A Reading from First Corinthians         2:1-12                           Diane Lapp 
When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the 
mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. For I decided to know 
nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I came to 
you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. My speech and my 
proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might rest not 
on human wisdom but on the power of God. 
Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of 
this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. But we 
speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed before the ages 
for our glory. None of the rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, 
they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But, as it is written, 
“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,  
nor the human heart conceived, 
what God has prepared for those who love him”— 
these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit 
searches everything, even the depths of God. For what human being knows 
what is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one 
comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. Now we have 
received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that 
we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. 
 

The Word of the Lord.       Thanks be to God  
 

Sequence Hymn          The people who in darkness walked                 Hymn 126 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ, according to Matthew              
Glory to you, Lord Christ  
Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how 
can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is 
thrown out and trampled under foot. 
“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one 
after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, 
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and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father in heaven. 
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have 
come not to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth 
pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law 
until all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of 
these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called 
least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them 
will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your 
righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Christ 
 

Sermon                                                                  The Ven Diana Leiker 
 

Please stand as you are able 
Nicene Creed                                                                                      BCP p. 358 
 

Prayers of the People                                                          Steve Hawley 
The Deacon bids the prayers 

In peace we pray to you, Lord God. 
Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, especially those who use 
the Blessing Box,the Thrift Store, and for those who are alone. 

For this community, the nation and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble.  
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Sean our Bishop; and for all bishops, 
priests, deacons and lay leaders. 
For all who serve in God’s Church.  
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For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially: Mary, 
Marge, Ed, Debbie, Lexi, Anne & Don, Patti, Chip, Delilah, Paul, 
Peter, Jackie, Peggy, James, Chris, and Jim, James, Chris, Jim … 
and others we now name 
Silence 

Hear us Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life 
The people may add their own thanksgivings, either aloud or silently 

Silence 

We will exalt you, O God our King;  
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal 
kingdom. 
The people may add their own names, either aloud or silently 

Lord, let your loving kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;  
in your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, 
things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of your Name;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

The officiant offers this mutual absolution 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
The Peace 
The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Offertory Sentence 
Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and 
labor unto the Lord. 
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Offertory Anthem                Give me Jesus                   arr. Larry Shackley   
 

During the anthem, the deacon reverently sets the altar with the pre-sanctified sacrament 
 

The Holy Communion 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
Doxology                                                                                 Old 100th  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures, here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer                                                                     BCP p. 364 
These are the gifts of God given for us, the beloved of God: Come and be 
fed. 

All who desire communion are welcome to receive,  
either at the high altar or the chantry altar (to the left of the choir on the main floor). We 
distribute the bread and the wine (in a common cup), feel free to only receive the bread if 

that is more comfortable for you. Gluten free options are available.  
If you prefer to receive a blessing, simply cross your arms over your chest when at the altar.  

 

Communion Hymn   Sometimes a light surprises the Christian while he sings                                
Hymn 667  
Post Communion Prayer BCP p. 365 
Mutual Blessing 
May the blessing of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with us and remain 

with us, now and forever. Amen 

Closing Hymn                    Be thou my vision                            Hymn 488 
  

Dismissal  

Postlude                              Simple Gifts                         arr. Wilbur Held 
                Those attending via Zoom please continue here. 

 

9 am Zoom Service 
The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you.

 

Please be seated. 
 

 

Please greet each other at home and on your screens, 
with a sign of God’s peace. 
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Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

Praise Him all creatures, here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen 
 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?”  He said to him,  
“ ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind.’  This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is 
like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  On these two commandments 
hang all the Law and the Prophets.” 
Matthew 22:36-40 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia 
 

We will observe a moment of silence.  If you have consecrated wafers please 
consume one now, If you don’t, please know that as others receive the 
sacrament, so do you! 
 

Post Spiritual Communion Prayer 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, for calling us together and for sustaining 
us with this spiritual meal. This time that we share today is sacred, and 
in this time we have shared a mystery. May we in every place and time 
recognize the beauty and wonder of your work within and around us; 
accepting your love with joyful faith and eternal hope, in Christ’s name. 
Amen. 
 

Mutual Blessing 
May the blessing of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with us and remain 

with us, now and forever. Amen 

The Dismissal 
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The flowers on the Altar today are for the         
Glory of God and in Loving honor of 
 
Wayne and Cathy Judkins’s Anniversary 

 

Announcements for February 5, 2023 
Where in the world is Canon Cathy? 

Six months ago, the people of Trinity, Warsaw asked me to be with them for their 

10:30 service this morning to discuss the Genesee Regional Initiative, so even though I 

wanted to be with you all this morning, duty calls. Cathy+ 

The Annual Meeting of St. James Parish will be held after the 10 am service 
on Sunday, February 12, 2023 

All members in good standing will have a vote (a member in good standing is a 
baptized member of St. James who is involved in the regular life and worship of the 
congregation and who is known to the treasurer.) 
The candidates for vestry and Jr. Warden are:  Barb Pierce for Vestry, and one spot 
remains open. (please let us know if you are interested in filling that spot!)  Jo-Ann 
Bestine for Junior Warden. 
 
From the Vestry Nominating Committee 

The following members of our parish have stepped up to serve if elected, Jo-Ann for 

Junior Warden and Barb Pierce for Vestry member. Please review prior to the election 

at our Annual Meeting on February 12. 

Jo-Ann Bestine:  Last month I celebrated the fortieth anniversary of joining the St. 

James community to worship.  I would like to continue my journey by serving as your 

Junior Warden.  I am just completing my first years as a member of Vestry.  This has 

been an exciting time as St. James has grown and adapted with the diocese and 

deanery.  Over the years I have had the privilege of serving at worship as a member 

of the Altar Guild, a Eucharistic Minister, and acolyte.  I have been a long-term 

member of ECW and am presently the vice chairman.  My interests have included 

Pastoral Care and Outreach.  My involvement in various areas has been helpful when 

working with Vestry in making sound decisions for St. James’ future while honoring its 

past.  It would be an honor to combine my journey with that of St. James Church by 

serving as your Junior Warden. 

Barb Pierce:  I have been a member of St James since 1973. In the past I have served 

twice as a Vestry member, sat on the Audit Committee and have sung with the Choir 

for as long as I can remember! I am currently on the Property Committee, ECW Board 

and am a Respite volunteer. I have been active in the community as well as a Rotarian 
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and  Board member of GOArt, Genesee Chorale and Genesee Symphony. I have also 

served on the City Zoning Board and the Batavia Downtown Improvement District 

committee. I feel these activities and interests have helped me develop an 

understanding of the people of the community as well as those of our own 

congregation. I would be pleased to be elected to the Vestry once again as I truly 

believe in a strong future for the Church and very much want to work to move us in 

that direction. 

From Vestry Nominating Committee 

At the Annual Meeting we will vote for 2023 Delegates to Convention.  A little about 
each of those who have volunteered.   
Kathy Belluscio has served in many capacities during her time as a congregate at St. 
James, most recently as head of the Altar Guild.  She has an excellent understanding 
of church operations, a knowledge of our congregation, its needs, and how we fit into 
the community and Diocese.   
A note from Diane and Kevin Skelton on their desire to serve:  We have represented 
St. James as delegates to the Diocesan Convention for the past 4 years and prior to 
the merger of St. Michael's and St. James, we served as delegates to the convention 
many times, representing St. Michael's, Oakfield.  We believe that St. James should be 
represented and have a voice in the Diocese in this regard.  We feel we gain a lot 
spiritually through going to convention. It is our feeling that everyone should go at 
some point and hope they would gain as much from it as we have. We are both active 
at St. James including fish fry and other events.  Diane is currently the treasurer for 
the ECW board.  Kevin helps as videographer many Sundays for the Facebook Live 
broadcast of the service. 
Thank you to Kathy Belluscio and Diane and Kevin Skelton and for volunteering to 
serve as our delegates. 
NEW SHIPMENT HAS ARRIVED!!   
Our Ukrainian friend, Halayna, has just sent another 60 dozen frozen pierogis.  They 
are $10 a pouch, come with complete directions, and are available in cheese or 
cheese/potato.  If you haven’t given them a try, now is the time.  There’s plenty 
available, so spread the word to friends and families.  Excellent to have on hand when 
you can’t think of what to cook for dinner. 
 

Fish Frys 2023: March 3rd – March 31st  
Thanks to a group of dedicated volunteers, planning for Fish Frys during Lent of 2023 
is in full swing. Here are some requests and details: 
• We will begin on March 3rd and hold the dinners on the 5 Fridays in March.   
• We will again be operating in a take-out only format with deliveries to our regular 

local facilities such as 400 Towers and Washington Towers. The menu has 
expanded to include fried or baked fish, baked potatoes or French Fries, cole slaw, 
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and bread for $15.00. We will be offering our “famous St. James desserts” for 
$5.00 

• Volunteers are still needed, especially to cover for those who will be away or may 
be sick and/or in quarantine. If you’re able to help, please contact Jim Ellison at 
717-503-5749 or jdellison@gmail.com 

• Items to help us defray baking costs are gratefully appreciated. Please consider 
donating: Crisco (store brand is fine), flour, cocoa, sugar, graham crackers, 
vegetable oil, name brand peanut butter (no generic please) canned pie filling and 
cream cheese. 

Happy Birthday! 
Chris Feldman 2-6 

St. James Calendar 
 

Sun, February 5 9:00 am - 9:30 am Zoom Service 
 9:00 am Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am – 11:15 am Holy Eucharist 
 11:15 am  Coffee Hour 

     
Mon, February 6 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Office open 
Tue, February 7 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Office open 

 1:00 pm – 7:00 pm Cathy in office 
 5:30 pm ECW Meeting 
Wed, February 8  Office closed 
 7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal 
Thu, February 9 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Office open 
 10:00 am – 1:00 pm Cathy in office 
 11:00 am – 2:00 pm Thrift store open 
Fri, February 10 9:00 am – 11:00 am Office open 
Sun, February 12 9:00 am – 9:30 am Zoom Service 
 9:00 am Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am – 11:15 am  Holy Eucharist 
 11:15 am Annual Meeting 

 
All Zoom meetings use the following link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8085432266?pwd=ZlBCZEI0WDQ1Szk5TEF2dFlLbm4rUT09 
          Meeting ID: 808 543 2266  Passcode: zrXG3y 

One tap mobile 
+1 929 436 2866 US (New York) Meeting ID: 808 543 2266 

mailto:jdellison@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8085432266?pwd=ZlBCZEI0WDQ1Szk5TEF2dFlLbm4rUT09
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Passcode: 710467 

 
 

St. James Episcopal 
Church 

  405 East Main Street 

   Batavia, NY 14020 
 
 
 

The Rev. Canon Cathy Dempesy-Sims,  
priestincharge@SJECBataviaNY.org 

 The Ven. Deacon Diana Leiker,  
dllart@aol.com 

The Rev. Deacon Diane Cox 
dscox@rochester.rr.com 

 
Organist/ Choir Director: John Novak 

Administrator: Bobbi Jo Voelker  

Wardens: 

Warden: Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org 

Warden: Jim Ellison, (717)503-5749. jdellison@gmail.com 

  
Vestry: 

Jo-Ann Bestine, Amy Celentano,  
Phillip Colantonio, Dorian Ely, Liz Findlay  

 Carol Queal 
 

Clerk of the Vestry: position to be filled 
Treasurer: Rick Iannello 

Office Phone: 585-343-6802  
Website: www.sjecbataviany.org 

Email: Saint.James2@sjecbataviany.org  

mailto:dllart@aol.com
mailto:jessig@gvboces.org
mailto:jdellison@gmail.com

